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1 An Act relating to birth certificates for adopte. persons
2 not born in Iowa. Ny
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

HOUSE FILE 547

1 Amend House File 547 as passed by the House,
2 as follows: R
3

1. Page 2, by striking line 13.
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Section 1. Section one hundred forty-four point twenty- .
three (144.23), Code 1977, is amended by adding the following

new unnumbered paragraph:
NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The state registrar shall

establish a certificate of birth as provided in section six
hundred point thirteen (600.13), -subsection five (5), of the
Code, for any adopted person born in a foreign country which
person is a resident of this state, upon receipt of the
adoption certificate provided for in section one hundred
forty-four point nineteen (144.19) of the Code or upon receipt
of a certified copy of the decree of adoption, together with
information necessary to establish a new certificate of birth.
This certificate of birth, if for an adopted person born in

a foreign country, shall show specifically the true or probable
country of birth and that the certificate is not evidence

of United State's citizenship. However, a new certificate

of birth shall not be established if so requested by the court

decreeing the adoption, the adoptive parents, or the adopted

person.

Sec. 2. Section six hundred point thirteen (600.13)},
subsection five (5), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows:
5. An interlocutory or a final adoption decree shall be

entered with the clerk of the court. Such decree shall set
forth any facts of tlie adoption petition which have been
proven to the satisfaction of the court and any other facts \
considered to be relevant by the court and shall grant the

adoption petition. If so designated in the adoption decree, )
the name of the adopted person shall be changed by issuance

of that decree. The clerk of the court shall, within thirty

days of issuance, deliver one certified copy of any adoptioh

decree to the petitioner, one copy of any adoption abstract

to the department and any agency or person making. an

independent placement who placed a minor person for adoption,

and one certification of adoption as prescribed in section

144.19 to the state registrar of vital statistics. Upon
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receipt of the certification, the state registrar shall prepare
a new bhirth certificate pursuant to section 144.23 and deliver
to the parents named in the decree and any adult person adopted
by the decree a copy of the new birth certificate. The parents
shall pay the fee prescribed in section 144.46. If the person
adopted was born outside the state, the state registrar shall
forward the certification of adoption to the appropriate

agency in the state or foreign nation of birth. A copy of
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9 any interlocutory adoption decree vacation shall be deli-cied
10 and another birth certificate shall be prepared in the same
11 manner as a certification of adoption is deliver¢? and the

12 birth certificate was originally prepared.

13 Sec. 3. This Act is effective January 1, 1978.
14 EXPLANATION
15 This bill provides a procedure by which an adopted foreign

16 born person who is a resident of Iowa, could obtain a new
) 17 birth certificate. Under the present Iowa law only Iowa born
. 18 adopted persons (with a limited exception for Vietnam refugee
19 children) who reside in Iowa can obtain such a certificate.
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HOUSE FILE 547
AN ACT
RELATING TO BIRTH CERTIFICATES FOR ADOPTED PERSONS NOT
BORN IN IOWA.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

Section 1. Section one hundred forty-four point
twenty-three (144.23), Code 1977, is amended by adding the
following new unnumbered paragraph:

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The state registrar shall

establish a certificate of birth as provided in section six

hundred point thirteen (600.13), subsection five (5), of the
Code, for any adopted person born in a foreign country which
person is a resident of this state, upon receipt of the
adoption certificate provided for in section one hundred
forty-four point nineteen (144.19) of the Code or upon receipt
of a certified copy of the decree of adoption, together with
information necessary to establish a new certificate of birth,
This certificate of birth, if for an adopted person born in
a foreign country, shall show specifically the true or probable
country of birth and that the certificate is not evidence
of United States citizenship. However, a new certificate
of birth shall not be established if so requested by the court
decreeing the adoption, the adoptive parents, or the adopted
person.
Sec. 2. Section six hundred point thirteen (600.13),
subsection five (5), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows:
5. An interlocutory or a final adoption decree shall
be entered with the clerk of the court. Such decree shall
set forth any facts of the adoption petition which have been
proven to the satisfaction of the court and any other facts
considered to be relevant by the court and shall grant the
adoption petition. If so designated in the adoption decree,

the name of the adopted person shall be changed by issuance
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of that decree. The clerk of the court shall, within thirty
days of issuance, deliver one certified copy of any adoption
decree to the petitioner, one copy of any adoption abstract

to the department and any agency or person making an
independent placement who placed a minor person for adoption,
and one certification of adoption as prescribed in section
144,19 to the state registrar of vital statistics. Upon
receipt of the certification, the state registrar shall prepare
a new birth certificate pursuant to section 144.23 and deliver
to the parents named in the decree and any adult person adopted
by the decree a copy of the new birth certificate. The parents
shall pay the fee prescribed in section 144,46. If the person
adopted was born outside the state, the state registrar shall
forward the certification of adoption to the appropriate

agency in the state or foreign nation of birth. A copy of

any interlocutory adoption decree vacation shall be delivered
and another birth certificate shall be prepared in the same
manner as a certification of adoption is delivered and the
birth certificate was originally prepared.
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DAVID I.. WRAY
Chief Clerk of the House

approved 7/ e SR, 1978

ROBERT D. RAY
Governor

VS '4'H




