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A BILL FOR
An Act to require autopsies of children under the age of two
vears when the circumstances of deatnh indicate that sudden
infant death syndrome may be the cause of death, to re-
guire that the results of such autopsies be transmitted
to a parent, to provide that the state shall pay for
these autopsies, and making an appropriation.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

CPB.16200 2/73
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Section 1. Section three hundred thirty-nine point seven
(339.7), Code 1977, is amended by adding the following new
paragraph:

NEW PARAGRAPH. The county medical examiner, with con-

sent of a parent, guardian or custodian, shall order an autopsy
in each case of a death of a child under the age of two years
when dcath xesults from an unkncown causc or when the
clrcumstances surrcunding the death indicate that sudden

infant death syndrome may be the cause of death. The state
shall reimburse the county for expenses incurred for autopsies
required under the provisions of this paragraph.

Sec. 2. Section three hundred thirty-nine point eight
(339.8), Code 1977, is amended by adding the following new
paragraph:

NEW PARAGRAPH. Findings resulting from an autopsy of a

child under the age of two years whose death resulted from
an unxnown cause or whose death was surrounded by circumstances
whick indicate that sudden infant death syndrome may ke the
causc of death shall be transmitted immediately to the parent,
guardian ox custodian of the child who gavce the conscnt by
the person performing the autopsy. A copy of the autopsy
report filed with the county attorney shall be available to
the parents, guardian or custodian upon reguest.

Sec. 3. There is appropriated from the general fund to
the department of health for the fiscal periocd beginning
January 1, 1878 and ending June 30, 1978, the sum of fifteen
thousanrnd (15,000) deollars, or so much thereof as may be
necessary, for the purpose of reimbursing countics for expenses
resulting from autopsies of suspected victims of sudden infant
death syndrome.

EXPLANATION

This bill provides for autopsies of children who may be
victims of sudden infant decath syndrome and provides that
the results of such autopsies bc provided to parents

immediately. The bill also provicdes that the state shall

-1-

CEA-34%47 5771




W33

1 reimburse counties for autopsy expenses incurred under this

2 Act and appropriates a sum of money for that purpose.
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HOUSE FILE 33

H-4342
1 zmend House File 33 as follows:
2 1. Page 1, by strvxlng lines 1 through 11 and
3 inserting in lgeu thereof the following:
4 "Section 1. Section three hundred thirty-nine
. 5 point six (339.6), Cods 1977, is amended bv adding
6 the following new numbered paragraph:
7 NEW PARAGRAPH. 10. Death of a child under the
8 age oif two vears when death results from an unknown
9 cause or when the circumstances surrounding the death
10 indicate that suuaen infant death syndrome may be
' 11l the cause of death.
12 "Section 2. Section three hundred thlrty—nlne
13 point seven (339.7) Code, 1977, is amended as
14  follows:
15 339.7 Investigation by county examiner. The
16 county medical examiner shall investigate each
17 death occurring in the manner specified in
18 Section 339.6, and report each case to the state
18 medical examiner. The county medical examiner
20 shall conduct such investigation as may be
21 required by the state medical examiner and shall
22 determine whether or not the pub71c interest
23  reguires an autopsy or other special investigation.
5 However, if the death occurred in the manner
25 specifisd in Section 339.6(3i0) the countv medical
26 examiner shall orcdsr an auvtoosy and shall be
27 reimbursed for expenses incurred bv the department
28 of health. 1In his determination of tne nead for
29  an autopsy, the county medical examiner may
. 30 consider the reguest for an autopsy made by private
31l  persons or public officials, except that the state
32 medical examiner or the countyv attorney of the
33 county where the death occurred may require an
34 autopsy."
25 2. _Page 1, line 12, by striking the figure
§§ "2" and inserting in lieu thereof the following:
/ "2 3".
38 T3, Page 1, line 15, by striking the word
39 "Findings" and inserting in lieu thereof the words
40 "A summary of the findings"
&1 4. Page 1, line 18, by striking the word "be"
i% and inserting in lieu thereof the words "have been”
= 5. Page 1, line 19, by striking the words
=2 "to the parent,” and inserting in lieu thereof
%2 the following: "by the phvsician who performed
£ the autopsy to the county medical examiner for
‘7 C -OF Y Y 2.~
®!  forwarding to the parent, guardian or custodian of
.22 the child via the infants' attending phvsician or
it or the county examiner or his or her designee.” ’
>0 6. Page 1, by striking line 20. S
H-4342 :
Page 2
1 7. Page 1, line 21, by striking the words
2 "the person performing the autopsy".
. 3 8. By renumbering the remaining sections accord-
4 ingly. '
H-4342 FILED « %BY RINAS of Linn
MAY 20,

1977 ((7, 25 79) LIPSKY of Linn
WEST of Marshall
KREWSON of Polk
MONRQE of Des Moines
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April 26, 1978

The Honorable Melvin D. Synhorst
Secretarxy ¢©f State

State Capitol Building

LOCAL

bear Mr. Secretary:

I hereby transmit House File 33, an act to require autopsies
of children under the age of two years when the circumstances
of death indicate that Sucdden Infant Death Syndrome may be
the cause of death, to require that the results of such
autopsies be transmitted to a parent, to provide that the

State shall pay for these autopsies, and making an appropria-
tion.

Hlouse File 33 is approved April 26, 1978, with the following
exception which I hereby disapprove.

I am unable to approve the item designated as Section 4 which
recads as follows:

Sec. 4. There is appropriated from the general
fund to the departmen:t of health for the fiscal
period beginning January 1, 1978 and ending

June 30, 1978, the sum of fifteen thousand (15,000)
dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary,
for the purpose of reimbursing counties for
expenses resulting from autopsies of suspected
victims of sudden infant death syndrome.

While the $15,000 appropriation contained in this section is
for a very appropriate purpose--that of reimbursing counties
for the expenses they incur because of the bill--it will be
of no practical benefit to anyone. That is because of a
mix-up in the timing of the appropriation.

House File 33 was introcduced in the 1977 session of the
legislature in a form that presumed it would be passed in
1977 and beccome effective July 1, 1977. The authors of the
bill made the appropriation available for the pericd begin-
ning Januvary 1, 1978, and cnding June 30, 1978.




The Honorable Melvin D. Synhorst
Page 2
April 26, 1978

Since House File 33 did not receive final passage in 1977, it
was held over and passed in the 1978 session. Unfortunately
the appropriation was not updated to reflect the new effective
date of the bill, July 1, 1978. Therefore, we end up with

the ironic situation that the appropriation will expire the
day before the bill becomes effective. Hence, none ¢of the
appropriation may be used for its intended purpose.

The legislature has taken quick action to make sure that this
situation does not occur. Funds have been appropriated in
Senate File 2241 and House File 2440 for reimbursement to
counties for expenses resulting from autopsies of suspected
victims of the Sudden Infant Death Syndrome during the fiscal
year ending in 1979. We fully expect the bill to receive
final passage and be sent to the CGovernor for approval. Once

that is accomplished, we will have funding for this important
program.

For the above reasons, I hereby disapprove this item in
accordance with Amendment 4 of the Amendiients of 1968 to the
Constitution of the State of Iowa. All other items of House
File 33 are hereby approved this date.

Sinc ly,

Robert D. Ray
Governor

RDR:cqg

cc: Secretary of the Senate
Chief Clerk o©f the House
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see. 2. Bection three hundred thirty-nine point seven
(339.7), Code 1977, is amended as follows:

339,.7 lavestigation by county exarincr. The county redical
examriner shall ‘nvestigate cach death occurring in the manncr
specified in scction 339.6, and revort cach case to the state
meiical examiner, Tae county medical examiner shall conduct
such 1nvestigation au may bo required by the state nedical
HOUSE FILE 33 examirer and shall determine whether or not the public interest

rezuires an autopsy or other special investigation. Howewver,

if the death occurred in the menner specified in section 333.6

Al ACT
17O REQUIRE AUTOPSIES OF CHILD&ZM UUNDER THE AGE OF TWO YEARS
YTHEN THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF DEATH IRDICARTE THAT SUDDER
INFANT DEATH SYNDROME MAY 3K THI CRUSE OF DEATE, T0 RE-
QUIRE SHAT THE RESULTS OF SUCH AUTOPSIES BE TRANSMITTED
TO A PARENT, ‘TG PROVIDE THAY THEE STATE SMALL PAY FOR
THESE AUTOPSIES, AND MAXIEG AN ~RPPROPRIATION.

(10) the county medical exaraner shall order an autopsy aed

shall be reimbursed for cxpenses incurred by the departrent

0% hea In his determinatiocr ¢f the need fGr an aastopsy,

the county medical examiner may consider the requeast for an
autopsy made by private persons or public offictals, except
taat the state medical exaniner or the county ettorney of

the county where the deatn occurrcd may regulre an autopsy.

Sec. 3. Scction torec rdred thirty-nine point eight
BE 1T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMELY OF THE STATE OF 10UA: 5 n toree hu & thirsy=nine i ah

{339.8), Code 1977, is amended 2y adding the following new
. " . . paragraph:
Section 1. Scction three Hundred thirty-nine point six I grap

NEW PARAG . f the findin:zs ssulti £
(319.6), Code 1977, is amended oy adding the following now HEW PARAGRAPH A summary of the findinzs resulting from

. an autopsy of a child under the age of twe years whosge death
nurbered subscction:

. resulted from ap unknown cause or whose death was surrcunded
REW_SUBSECTION. 10. Death of a child under the age of ® ’ oeans )

' by circumgtances which indicate that sudden infant death
two yvears when death results frém an unknown cause or when

. : syhdrene may bave en the cause of death shall ke transmitted
the circumstances surrounding the death indicate that sudden b ¥ © be t cause S v

infant death syndrome may be the cause of death. imrediately by the physician whoe performed the autepsy Lo
the county medical examiner for forwarding to the parent,
quardian or custodian of the child via the 1nfant's artending
chysician or the county axaminer or his or her designec.
A copy of the autopsy report filed with the county attorney

| shall be avairlable to the perents, qguardian or custedian unon

' reguesat..

/// See, U, There is appropriated from the oeneral fund to

the department of health for the fascal period beginning \

January 1, 1978 and ending June 30, 1978, the sur of fifteen ‘)

€€ '4'H
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thousand (15,000) dollars, or so much thereof as may be .
necessary, for the purpose of reimbursing counties for expenses

resulting from autopsies of suspected victims of sudden infant
death syndrome.

DALE M. COCHRAN
Speaker of the House

ARTHUR A. NEU
President of the Senate

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and

is known as House File 33, Sixty-seventh Ceneral Assembly.

W TR ¢
?;?Zth Chief Clerk of the House
wproved !;?QJf ZAZ , 1978

ROBERT D. RAY
Governor




