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1 An Act to require autopsies of children under the age of two 

2 years when tha circumstances of death indicate that sudden 

3 infant death syndrome may be the cause of death, to re-

4 quire that the results of such autopsies be transmitted 

5 to a parent, to provide that the state shall pay for 

6 these autopsies, and making an appropriation. 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

I 
,(/. ... · . .-:. :-:_. ;/. .. .. <~. 

• 25 

CPB·I6200 2/7.) 



S.F. H.F. ,_33 

1 Section 1. Section three hundred thirty-nine point seven 

2 (339.7), Code 1977, is amended by adding the following new 

3 paragraph: 

4 NEW PARAGRAPH. The county medical examiner, with con-

S sent of a parent, guardian or custodian, shall order an autopsy 

6 in each case of a deatll of a cl1ild under the age of two years 

7 when death results fro:u an unknmvn cause or when the 

8 circumstances surrounding the death indicate that sudden 

9 infant death syndrome may be the cause of death. The state 

10 shall reimburse the county for expenses incurred for autopsies 

11 required under the provisions of this paragraph. 

12 Sec. 2. Section three hundred thirty-nine point eight 

13 (339.8), Code 1977, is amended by adding the following new 

14 paragraph: 

15 NEW PARAGRAPH. Findings resulting from an autopsy of a 

16 child under the age of two years whose death resulted from 

17 an unkno~m cause or whose death t·1as surrounded by circur:lstances 

18which indicate that sudden infant death syndro:ue may be the 

19 cause of death shall be transmitted immediately to the parent, 

20 guardian or custodian of the child who gave the consent by 

21 the person performing the autopsy. A copy of the at1topsy 

22 report filed with the county attorney shall be available to 

23 the parents, guardian or custodian upon request. 

24 Sec. 3. There is appropriated from the general fund to 

25 the departme~t of health for the fiscal period beginning 

26 Janudry 1, 1978 and ending June 30, 1978, the sum of fifteen 

27 thousand (15,000) dollars, or so much thereof as may be 

28 necessary, for the purpose of reimbursing counties for expenses 

29 resulting from autopsies of suspected victims of sudden infant 

3 0 death syndrome. 
31 EXPLANATION 
32 This bill provides for autopsies of children who may be 

33 victims of sudden infant death syndrome and provides tl1at 

34 the results of such autopsies be provided to parents 

35 immediately. The bi.ll also provides that t.he state shall 
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S. F. H.F. _3._3 

.. 1 reimburse counties for autopsy expenses incurred under this 
2 Act and appropriates a sum of money for that purpose. 
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HOuSE FILE 33 

Amend House File 33 as follows: 
1. Page 1, by striking lines 1 through 11 and 

inserting in lieu the::-eof the follm..;ing: 
"Section 1. Section three hundred thirty-nine 

point six (339.6), Code 1977, is a.:nended by adding 
the following new nlli~~ered paragraph: 

NE\'7 PA...PJ,GR,P._PH. 10. Death of a child under the 
age of two years when death results from an unknown 
cause or when the circumstances surrounding the death 
indicate that sudden infant death syndrome may be 
the cause of death." 

"Section 2. Section three hundred thirty-nine 
point seven (339.7) Code, 1977, is anended as 
follo·..;s: 

339.7 Investigation by county examiner. The 
county medical exa~iner shall investigate each 
death occurring in the manner specified in 
Section 339.6, and report each case to the state 
medical examiner. The county medical examiner 
shall conduct such investigation as may be 
required by the state medical exru~iner and shall 
determine whether or not the public interest 
requires an autopsy or other special investigation. 
However, if the dea-t:h occul:'red in the manner 
s~ecified in Section 339.6(10) the countv medical 
exaininer shall order an autoosv and shall be 
reimbursed for ex?enses incurred bv the deoartrnent 
of health. In his deter.nination of the need for 
an autopsy, the county medical exa.rniner may 
consider the request for an autopsy made by private 
persons or public officials, except that ~~e state 
medical examiner or the county attorney of the 
county where the death occurred may require an 
autopsy." 

2. _Page 1, line 12, by striking the figure 
"2" and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
"r 3". 
·· 3. Page 1, line 15, by striking the word 

"Findings" and inser:.ing in lieu thereof the words 
"A surn.'1lary of the findings". 

4. Page 1, line 18, by striking the word "be" 
and inserting in lieu thereof the words "have been". 

5. Page 1, line 19, by striking the words 
"to the parent," and inserting in lieu thereof 
the following: "by the physician who performed 
the autopsy to the cou:1ty medical examiner for 
fon..;arding to the parent, guardian or custodian of 
the child via the infa~ts' attending physician or 
or the county exami::er or his or her designee." 

6 . Page 1, by striking 1 ine 2 0. ~'" ~""""'-"'' 

7. Page 1, line 21, by striking the words 
"the person performing the autopsy". 

8. By renumbering the re~aining sections accord­
ingly. 

H-4342 FILED t{~~BY RINAS of Linn 
MAY 20, 19 77 (5'· -?S 7~) LIPSKY of Linn 

WEST of Marshall 
KREWSON of Polk 
MONROE of Des Moines 
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COVC'.~S0" 

~·YAYr.:: CA~"ITOL 

OES MO!NF.S. IOWA ~0::" I~ 

April 26, 1978 

The Honorable Helvin D. Synhorst 
Secretary of State 
State Capitol Building 
L 0 C A L 

Dear Hr. Secretary: 

I hereby transmit House File 33, an act to require autopsies 
of children under the age of two years when the circumstances 
of death indicate that Sudden Infant Death Syndrome may be 
the cause of death, to require that the results of such 
autopsies be transmitted to a parent, to provide that the 
State shall pay for these autopsies, and making an appropria­
tion . 

!louse File 33 is approved Apri 1 26, 197 a, with the follov1ing 
exception which I hereby disapprove. 

I am unable to approve the item designated as Sectio~ 4 which 
reads as follows: 

Sec. 4. There is appropriated from the general 
fund to the department of health for the fiscal 
period beginning January l, 1978 and ending 
June 30, 1978, the sum of fifteen thousand (15,000) 
dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary, 
for the purpose of reimbursing counties for 
expenses resulting fro~ autopsies of suspected 
victims of sudden infant death syndrome. 

While the $15,000 appropriation contained in this section is 
for a very appropriate purpose--that of reimbursing counties 
for the expenses they incur because of the bill--it will be 
of no practical benefit to anyone. That is because of a 
mix-up in the timing of the appropriation. 

House File 33 was introduced in the 1977 session of the 
legislature in a form that presumed it would be passed i.n 
1977 and become effective July l, 1977. The authors of the 
bill made the appropriation available for the period begin­
ning January 1, 1978, and ending June 30, 1978. 
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The Honorable Melvin D. Synhorst 
Page 2 
April 26, 1978 

Since House File 33 did not receive final passage in 1977, it 
was held over and passed in the 1978 session. Unfortunately 
the appropriation was not updated to reflect the new effective 
date of the bill, July 1, 1978. Therefore, we end up with 
the ironic situation that the appropriation will expire the 
day before the bill becomes effective. Hence, none of the 
appropriation may be used for its intended purpose. 

The legislature has taken quick action to make sure that this 
situation does not occur. Funds have been appropriated in 
Senate File 2241 and House File 2440 for reimbursement to 
counties for expenses resulting from autopsies of suspected 
victims of the Sudden Infant Death Syndr.ome during the fiscal 
year ending in 1979. We fully expect the bill to receive 
final passage and be sent to the Governor for approval. Once 
that is accomplished, we will have funding for this important 
program. 

For the above reasons, I hereby disapprove this item in 
accordance with Amendment 4 of the Amend~ents of 1968 to the 
Constitution of the State of Iowa. All other items of House 
File 33 are hereby approved this date. 

RDR:cg 

cc: Secretary of the Senate 
Chief Clerk of the House 

Si7/)y, )~ 
/Vfr>f2 ... ~ 
Robert D. Ray // 
Governor f/ 

/ 
/ 
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1\) RE.{lt:JR::: AUTOPSIES 0F CtH.LO:<::::~t \IN~E:R TH;> A(;E OF T.,•o Yl-:AJ.(S 

',-ll!E:~ T!H: CIHCUMS'rANCE$ OF ()!;!,Til IlDlCl-.H: TIIA'? SUDl/1-:f~ 

INJ-';-.NT DEi\Til SY:-lORO!-tl-: f-:AY 3H ru;; CAUSE OF DH,\Tii, 1'0 f.W­

QUIRE '~'HAT 'IHJ-: :<ESt!I,1·S 01-' St:Cil o\UTOP!;IES HE TRAi'lS:O\ITnll 

TO A PARi:'>T, 'fO PROVIDH Tilt\'.- THH S'i'l,1'l·: 511/,LJ. PA'i FOR 

Ttll::SE AtiTOPSJJ-:S, A:\0 t-'.AKJf;G A!> t-.<.)PROPRIATIO:I, 

81:: 17' I-:NACTJ-:0 B'i ~ill-: GJ-:NER.-\L ASSI::~ffii.Y OF TilE f.Tt.TE OF JOl-t:,: 

Sectiun 1. S-::ct1on thre(~ ;mndrc~d t.hi.rty-nine point 

(Jl(), (,), Code 1977, is amended by adding the foll.o· .. ·wg 

nurrhererl subsection: 

!:-..L:.: 

IH.'W 

!:'.1-'.\-1 S!JBSP.C'I I Of~. 10. ncnth of a ctald under l:lv ... ~ a9e: of 

two year>'> -.... hen death r.:.:sult:s frcm .J.n unkno·,..n c.1usc or whP-n 

tho:.: cu:cumsl.lncl:S surroundinq tho d(~ath in:hca.tc th<tt. sud<!Qn 

infant doalh syndromQ may be t.he c.:.~us~ of death. 

• • 
Hou!.;e ~-t.l..:..• :n, P. ? 

Sec. 2. So::ct.ion Utrce h'.lndr:..:d thir·ty-ni.n(~ p:)io:: s~ven 

i339."1), Cod~; )':)77, ie i\:nHndcd llt> follo· ... -~·.: 

139.7 .lnvest.iqation by <:~1t.nl'.y exarnner. The~ .;;ounty nd.icl!. 1 

'-~X:'lJtll.:h~t· shall '.r.•:,~stiq3!.(~ Cc"lch death oc:curr ... n<; in th\~ :'lo<mrwr 

:;pecified in !'!ccti.0:l 339.(), and rcr-orl .:.:<1ch c<'.:::;~ t:n the: atc1tP. 

mo:.Lcal exat""~iner. -r;,c c:)unt.y :'lt\•OLcl\1 cx<lm:nP.J' s:wll co)nduct. 

such l.:1vesli9-1tion a!: may~· n::quirt~d by Uw !>t.C~.t<.· n·<~.:iic.:J.l 

l~Xclmll~ct· and ~--hcl.ll :it-:lcrrr.ln~ ·,.-b(.>lh.:..•r or nc•t. t.b) i)llhlic inlen~:~t 

r~:.;utrcs an ~nttop:~y or other !ipP.cial in\'C!;tu;ation. !!!:..w2v\~r. 

_!_f __ !}~~--<jeath o_~£~.!.~l:d in the :ue~nnc~r spc_s~fi<!d ~!.!...-~.£.~tion .'~39.r~ 

l.l.Q)_ th•~ county me'-!i<:ll e~.£!.11" .. ;1.!.C1' !;halJ:...~lt~r ,,:~ __ ~IU_t•)psy .lf'.~! 

sha~_l. )~~: reimbursed _for c:xp(_~~~~:~. incurrc_::I~'.e d0plll'tc~r:l:_ 

~! heaf_~Jl.!. In hi<> det*'!r:nu~a.t lor. of the r.*'!~-; for an .1..1lopay, 

the c0~mty :nl:diCc\ ~ ~xamLnc~r 1'1<1~' con:;ido:r t.hc rC>qu*'!st. for an 

<:sut.opsy maC'-.! by priv.J.te pcr!;ons or publ.i<. nff:'i.C~<Iif;, Hxcept 

taat. t.lw slate rncdic;\1 ex.1ninc~r or t.he count.y t!.t.torney of 

th~ county whe:n: t.he dcnti"l 0ccut·red mcty n~-~u1r.:.: <so ;n1topuy. 

$*'!('. 3. Section UHco:.: hundred tbi.r~y-n.Lnc: point eight 

{ 339.8), Codo 1977, is clmcndc;i ";)~' .1dding th~ following ne-...· 

pclrC:hJ.l'3Pll: 

~:Hw ... ~/_\2AGRAPK. A suOU'"lar::: of the :indin::s resultin.., from 

3n autopsy of a child unde~· lh~~ aqe of two ;·c~.1rs who!ie d(•at:1 

n;sultcd from .1n unkno· . .-n o;,1usc ot· whogP. dc.::~th ·.~.1s surroundP.d 

by circurn::-.tanccs ~oo·hich indi\:.J.tc that sudde:~ inf;Jnt. death 

syndron·u 1'"\itj hav~~ LeP.n the caU>'>e of C:cath ~;h,lll tt: transm.itt<:>d 

iJTtP"-ediately by the rhysi.c.tan ~oo·bo p~rformed t.:-1-.: .1utcp!'ly to 

the count~· medical cxaniner for for-..·cu·dinq to t.he ;>arent, 

quardian or custodi..J.n of tht! child via tile 1nfant' s attcndinq 

ph:,·sH.:i.ctn or tho county -:.~Xclnin<:r or hi~. or her desigf'.Cl'. 

,, GOPJ' of the .~utop3y report. f.tll:d .... -ith t.i1e county .att.ornoy 

shall be ava1labl.c t.o the jH!.rcr.ts, quardian or Gustodian ~l!!Of'. 

n~quest~. 

1 ?/GScc. "· '!'here 1s nppropr1,1tcd ftom l.'w •>enP.ral fund to 

the dP.part.m~nt of health for the l1sclll r.~..;t.tod b~q1nnu1J , 

.January 1, 1978 nnd e!H.hnq .h~no 30, 1~"18, the surt" of fift·.c1m ) 

J: 
:n 
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House File 33, P. 3 

thousand (15,000) dollars, or so much thereof as may be 

necessary, for the purpose of reimbursing counties for expenses 

resulting from autopsies of suspected victims of sudden infant 

death syndrome. 

DALE M. COCHRAN 
Speaker of the House 

ARTHUR A. NEU 
President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

~s known as House File 33, Sixty-seventh General Assembly. 

ROBI::R'l' D. RAY 
Governor 

' 1978 

DAVID L. WRAY 
Chief Clerk of the House 
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