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1 An Act relating to child custody in dissolution of marriage 

2 cases. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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H-3527 

HOUSE FILE 287 

1 Amend House F£le 287 as follows: 

wo::-ds "in 

2 1. Page 1, line 8, by inserting after the word 
3 "cases." the words "For the purposes of this section, 
4 joJ.nt custody means custody shared by the parties 
5 to the dissolution." 
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S. F. H.F. ~87 

l Seetio~ 1. Section five hundred ninety-eight point twenty-

2 one (593.21), unnumbered paragraph one (1), Code 1977, is 

3 amended to read as f:ollows: 

4 When a dissolution of marriage is decreed, the court may 

5 make such order in relation to the children, property, parties, 

6 and the maintenance of the parties as shall be justified. 

7 The order may include provision for joint custody of the 

8 chi Ur.en by the parties [in appropriate case~. 

9 Sec. 2. This Act is effective January 1, 1978. 

10 EXPLA:::<ATION 

11 This bill provides that a d~ssolution of marriage order 

12 may include a provision for joint custody of children involved. 
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HOUSE FILE 287 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO CHILD CUSTODY IN DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE CASES. 

BE n' ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEt1BLY OF THE STAT£: OF IO\'IA: 

Section 1. Section five hundred ninety-eight point twenty­

one (598.21), unnumbered paragraph one (1), Code 1977, is 

amended to read as follows: 

When a dissolution of marriage is decreed, the court may 

make such order in relation to the children, property, parties, 

and the maintenance of the parties as shall be justified. 

The order may include provision for joint custody of the 

children by the parties. 
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