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A BILL FOR 
l An Act to require inclusion of achievements of women, 

2 minorities, and others in total school program and 

3 to require 

4 BE IT ENACTED 

English-language arts. 

BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

5 

6 

7 

FISC.;L NOTE 
HOUSE FIL:i:: 254 

Date Prepared February 28, 1977 
Req~es~ee by Represencative Sc~~oeder 
Prepa=ed i~ rega~d to H.F. 254, An Act ~o requi=e incl~s~c~ 

o£ achievemen~s of ~cmen, =~~o~ities, and others i~ toeal 
school p~ogram a~C tc require English-la~guage a~~s. Followi~g 

is the fiscal e~fect i~ dolla=s of the legislative p=c?csal as 
required by Joi~t Rule 16; 

H.F. 254. extends the recuirernent of teaching ,,·lith a ~:.!;-:~-c:J1t~rai ') 
~onsexist approach from only the social s~udies area to the entire school 
program and includes teaching about organizations ar.c ~ro~?s of persons 
'"'ho may nave been over 1 coked. It a 1 so changes the ter::1 1 angl.iage arts 
to English-language arts. 

H:F. 254 wi11 have no fiscal effect. 

Sct:.::-ce: 
?ILEJ 
FE3R~ARY 23, 1977 
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S.F. H. F. 

1 Section 1. Section two hundred f ifty-scven point twenty-

2 five (257.25), unnumbered paragraiJh one (1), Code 1977, is 

3 

4 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

amended to read as follows: 

In addition to the responsibilities of the state board 

of ~~blic instruction and the state superintendent of public 

instruction under ether provisions of the Code, the state 

board of public instruction shall, except as otherwise pro­

vided in this section, establish standards for approving all 

pu0lic and nonpublLc schools in Iowa offering instruction 

at any or all levels from the prekindergarten level through 

grade twelve. A nonpublic school which offers only a pre­

:cindergarten progra:n may, but s!-lall not be required to, seek 

and obtain approval under this chapter. A list of approved 

schools shall be maintained by the department of public in-

15 struction. 1-ihere feasible, the educational program shall 

16 be taught with attention given to all persons, and a posi-

17 tive effort shall be made to reflect t!-le achievements of 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

women, minorities, and any other persons, organizations, or 

groups of persons who, in the past, may have been overlooked 

by reason of race, sex, religion, 2hysical disability, 

occupation, or ethnic background. The approval standards 

established by the state board shall delineate and be based 

upon the educational program described below: 

Sec. 2. Section t\vO hundred fifty-seven point twenty­

five (257.25), subsections three (3) and four (4), Code 1977, 

are amended to read as follows: 

3. The following areas shall be taught in the grades one 

through six: bafi~tla9e English-language arts, including 

reading, handwriting, spelling, oral and .vritten English, 

and literature; social studies, including geography, history 

of the United States and Iowa w~~fi-a~ee~~~eft-9±~tlft-ee-~fie 

fe-:te-±ft-1·, ' ~oeef'f-!:"± ayee-h't-a"'= 2:-~e,.~eft ~7 -a ne -a -J:>ee ±-e ±'<fe-e££e~t 

'"""i±-b"-"'"ee-ee-'re£±eet-~;,e-aetl±e~effienoe~-e£-wemen7-m±nef±t±es 

and-an'!-e~tlefe-wfl~7 -±n-~fle-~a~t7-may-fla~e-heen-~9flo'ree-o~ 

o'fe,.±el:l; '".; -ey- .-ea~<om -ef- faee 7 - ~e >< 7 -fe%1,9 1,o,.,7 -!>fly~± ea 2:-e± ~-
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S. F. H.F . .2...£¥ 

l abi±±ey-el."-eei'u.,±e-b,ek~!!etin6, cultures of other peoples and 

2 nations, and American citizenship, including the study of 

3 national, state and local government in the United States; 

4 mathematics; science, including conservation of natural re-

5 sources and environmental awareness; health and physical edu-

6 cation, including the effects of alcohol, tobacco, drugs and 

7 poisons on the human body; the characteristics of cornrnunica-

8 ble diseases; traffic safety, including pedestrian and bi-

9 cycle safety procedures; music; and art. 

10 4. The following shall be taught in grades seven and e1ght 

11 as a minimum program: Science, including conservation of 

12 natural resources and e~vironmental awareness; mathematics; 

13 social studies; w±~~-aeeefteieft-~iveR-ee-efie-fe~e-~H-hi~eefy 

14 ~±ayed-~y-aii-~ef~6ft~7-aftd-a-~esie±ve-e£f61."e-s~a±±-~e-made 

15 ee-1."e£±eee-ehe-aeh±evemeftes-ef-wemeft7-ffi±ftel."±eies-aftd-arty 

16 eehel"s-whe7-±H-ehe-~ase7-may-have-~eeft-±~Hel."ed-ef-evel."±eeked 

17 B'y'-1."8aS6H-e£-l."aee7-S8~7-I."e±±~±6fty-~hysiea±-disab±±iey-el." 

18 eehl"lie-bae~~l."e~ftd7 cultures of other peoples and nations, 

19 and American citizenship; ±artepota~e Engl ish-la~guage arts ,~:-, ich 

20 shall include reading, spelling, grammar, orul a:1d writ::.en 

21 composition, and may include other communication subjects; 

22 health and physical education, including the effects of 

23 alcohol, tobacco, drugs and poisons on the human body, t:oe 

24 characteristics of communicable diseases, 1ncl~ding venereal 

25 diseases ~nd current crucial health issues; music; and art. 

26 Sec. 3. Section ::.wo hundred fifty-seven poi!lt twenty-five 

27 (257.25), subsection six (6), paragraphs band c, Code 1977, 

2 8 are a:nendGd to read as follows: 

29 b. Four units of the social studies. American history, 

30 Ar..er1can govern:nent, governmeni.: a:1d cultures of other ?BO£>les 

31 and na::.ions, and general consumer education, far..ily la\~, ann 

32 -"Conomics, including comparative and consumer economics, shall 

33 be taught in the units but need not b2 required as full units. 

34 All students shall be required to take one unit of ~~erican 

35 history w~ie~-s~a±±-give-attefte~eft-~e-ehe-~e~e-~ft-h~seery 

-2-



5. F. H.F. e:ts4 

1 !'"=" yee-by -a±± -J'e~se!'ls 7- a!'lfl-a- !_'!es± t±ve -e f~ eft- stla± ±-l:le-!!lafle 

2 te-~ef±eet-ehe-aek±eveme!'lts-ef-weme!'l7 -mil'lef±e±es-a!'ld-a!'ly 

3 ethefs-whe7 -±R-ehe-~ase 7-may-tlave-beel'l-±~l'lefed-ef-evef±ee*efl 

4 bt-fease!'1-e£-~aee,-se~ 7 -fe±i9iel'l7-!'kYs±ea±-e±sab±±±ty-ef 

5 ethl'l~e-bae*~~etl!'ld a~d one-half unit of the gover~~ents of 

6 Iowa and the United States, i~cluding instruction in voting 

7 statutes and procedures, voter registration requirements, 

8 the use of pa:_:>er ballots and voting machines in the election 

9 :_:>roc-=:3,;, and the method of acquiring and cast1ng an absente8 

1 o ballo~ 

ll The county auditor, upon request and at a site chosen by 

12 him, shall make available to school wiL~in the county voting 

13 machines or sample ballots that are generally used within 

14 the county, at such times that these machines or sample bal­

lS lots are not in use for their recognized purpose. 

16 c. Four units of 6R~±ish-±l'le±~e±l'l~-±a!'l~~a~e-afts English-

1 7 language arts. 

18 EXPLANATIO~ 

19 This bill extends the requirement of teaching with a multi-

20 cultural, nonsexist approach from only the social studies 

21 area to the entire school program and includes teaching about 

22 organizations and groups of persons who may have been over-

23 looked. It also changes the term language arts to English-

24 language arts. 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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H-3092 
1 ~~.end F.ouse File 254 as follows: 
2 1. Page 2, line 35, by addi~g after the wor~ 
3 history ",one-hal£ unit of economics with err.ohas:;.s, 
4 on the operation of our prl.vate enterpr~se system . 

H-3092 FILED- ~~;tv;~ BY WELDEN of Ha.!"d~n 
FEBRUARY 25, 1977 </ ~~·" 1 WJLFF of Blacknawk 

!:i-3094 
1 l-.. I:-.end f.ouse File 254 as follo>·ls: 
2 1. Pa~a l, line 15, by striking the following: 
~ ''W~e:e feasi~le, the'' a~d inser~!~; i~ l!e~ 
~ the=eof the followi~g ''The'' 

:l-3094 FIL:O:D-;(,_,.. .J/; (s..;4J BY KOOGLER oE :O!a.haska 
?E3RUARY 23, 1977 ~HO~~SO~ of ?olk 

PATCHETT of JC!'l!"lscn 
~·!ILLER o: Calhoun 

f!-310i 
l ~~end House File 254 as follows: 
2 l. Page 1, line 15, by striking the following: 
3 "\·ihe:c·e feasible" and inse:::-ting in lieu thereo! the 
4 ::ol.l:,)·.·:i::;: "l-ihen aoclicable". 

H-3107 F!LZ:D, ADOPTED (SJ&/ BY KOOGLER Of ~lahaska 
!•l.'\RCH l, l977 THOMPSON of Polk 

PATCHETT of Johnson 
MILLER of Calhoun 

H-3108 
1 &~end Rouse File 254 as follows: 
2 l. Page l, line 16, by inserting after the 
3 word "persons" the words "who have made signifi-
4 c~~t contributions to a given area of study~. 

H-3108 FILED, ADOPTED{:e.·>3•)BY TAUKE of Dubuque 
~l.l\.RCli l , 19 7i 

H-3551 

SENATE ~~~DME~T TO 
He>USE FILE 254 

1 Amend House File 254, as amended and passed by 
2 the House as follows: · 
3 1. Page 1, line 15, by inserting after the 
4 word "instruction." the following: 
5 "The state board shall promulgate rules to reauire 
6 that a multi-cultural non sexist approach .is used by school 
7 districts.''. . 
8 2. Page 1, line 15, by striking the words "l'l!len 
9 aoolicable, the" and inserting in lieu thereof ~ 

10 word "The". 
11 3 · Page 1, by striking lines 16 .through 22 and 
12 inserting in lieu t.'lereof the words "be .taught from 
13 a mu1 ti-cul tural, non-sexist approach. The ... approval 
14 standards n • 

H-3551 FILE!) 
RECEIV;:.D FR.ON SE);ATE 
APRIL 7 I 1977 



. - - ----::---::--=-::-:--
S-3291 HOUSE FILE 254 

1 
2 
3 
(I 

A.":lend House File 254, as amended and passed by 
the House, as follO>vS: 

1. Paae 1, line 15, by striking the words "When 
applicabl;, the" and inserting in lieu thereof the 

5 
6 
7 
8 

word "The". 
2. Page 1, by 

inserting in lieu 
a multi-cultural, 

striking lines 16 and 17 and 
thereof the words ,'be taught 
non-sexist aooroilCh, and a~•. 

S-3291 FILED & ADOPTED~ <~.....__I. BY 
APRIL 5, 1977 --L-,r 3..:'> 'f -'k({'· '12·0 

JOh"N R. SCOTT 
LUCAS DE KOSTER 
~~NNETTE DODERER 

from 

S-3294 

1 Amend the Sco~t, et al amendment, S-329T, to 
House File 254, as amended and passed by the House, 
as follows: 

2 
3 
4 
5 

1. Page 1, by striking lines 6 through 8 and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

6 
7 
8 

"2. Page 1, by striking lines 16 through 22 and 
inserting in lieu ther.eof the words "be taught from 
a multi-cultural, nonsexist aPProach.· .The approval 

9 s tandarcis u .• " 

S-3294 FILED & 
APRIL 5, 1977 
S-3296 

ADOPTED (y .,_. :r.) BY ELIZABETH SHAW 

... _, --------

1 Amend the Scott et al amendment1 S-=-3291,- -to..: House File· 
2 254, as amended and passed by the House as follows~ 
3 1. By inserting after line 8 the following: 
4 • ___ •. Page 1, line 22, by inserting after the 
5 word "background."· the words "The state board shall 
6 promulg~te rules to .require that a mult~ cultural 
7 non sexJ.st approach- ~s used- by school dJ.stricts. 11 " 

S-3296 FILED 
.~..PRIL 5, 1977 

BY M!NNETTE DODERER 

__ __EULED OUT OF ORDER (T >~~"~) ___________________ _ 

S-3297 

l Amend the Scott et al amendment, S-3291, to House 
2 File 254, as amended and passed by the House as follows: 
3 1. By inserting after line 8 the following: 
4 "-- Page 1, line 22, by inserting before the 
5 word ''The" the following: "The state board shall 
6 oromulaate rules to reauire that a multi-cultural 
7 non-sexl.st aporoach is used by school districts .. "." 

S-3297 FILED 
A?RIL 5, 1977 
RCLED OU~ OF ORDER (p. 7~~) 

BY l1DlNETTE DODERER 

• 



S-3298 
•. 

1 Amend House File 254, as amended and passed by 
2 the House as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 15, by inserting after the 
4 word "instruction." the following: . 
5 "The state board shall oromulaate rules to ~eau~re 
6 that a multi-cultural non sexist aporoach 1s used ny school 
7 dist:.::-icts .. tt. n 

S- 3 2 9 8 FILED & .A!jOPTED (,·. "i' .:n!) 

APRIL 5, l9i7 
BY MINNETTE DODERER 

S-3299 

1 
Amend House File 254, as amended and passed by 

the House, as follows: 2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

. -1. Page 3, by inserting after line 18 the 
following: 

•sec. . • Section two hundred fifty-seven 
point twenty-five (257.25), sUbsection six (6), 
Code ·1·9 77, is amended by striking paragraph f." 

S-3299 FILED 
APRJ:I. 5 I 1977 
RULED 00'1' OF ORDER ( tp. '7., "i J 

BY RICHARD R. RAMSEY 
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HOUSE FILE 254 

AN ACT 

TO REQUIRE INCLUSION OF ACHIEVEMENTS OF WOMEN, MINORITIES 1 

AND OTHERS IN TOTAL SCHOOL PROGRAM AND TO REQUIRE ENGLISH­

LANGUAGE ARTS. 

BE IT E~AcrED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Saction two hundred fifty-seven point twenty­

five (257.25), unnumbered paragraph one (1), Code 1977, is 

amended to read as follows: 

In addition to the responsibilities of tl1e state board 

of public instruction and the state superintendent of public 

instruction under other provisions of the Code, the state 

board of public instruction shall, except as otherwise pro­

vided in this section, establish standards for approving all 

public and nonpublic schools in Iowa offering instruction 

at any or all levels from the prekindergarten level through 

grade twelve. A nonpublic school which offers only a pre­

kindergarten program may, but shall not be required to, seek 

and obtain approval under this chapter. A list of approved 

schools shall be maintained by the department of public 

instruction. The state board shall promulgate rules to require 

that a multi-cultural non-sexist approach is used by school 

districts. The educational program shall be taught from a 

multi-cultural, non-sexist approach_. The approval standards 

established by the state board shall delineate and be based 

upon the educational program described below: 

Sec. 2. Section two hundred fifty-seven point twenty­

five (257.25), subsections three (3) and four (4), Code 1977, 

are amended to read as follows: 

3. The following areas shall be taught in the grades one 

tnrough six: ~sft~s~e English-language arts, including 

reading, handwriting, spelling, oral and written English, 

and literature; social studies, including geography, history 

of the United States and Iowa w~i~,ft~~oi!eft~~~-i!JMe!!---'be--hlte 

I I 
House File 254, P. 2 

Peie-~n-ft±~e~y-~eye6-8y-s±~~e~sens,-an6-a-~es~~i¥e-e~~e~ 

s~a±~-8e-m~e-~o-~e£ieet-tfte-aeft~¥emen~~-e£-w~en7-mine~it±es 

and-any-otfte~s-w~e7-in-tfte-~as~7-may-ftave-8een-~~no~e~-e~ 

e¥~ioeked-8y-Pe~en-e~-~ee7-~e~,-~e±i~~e"7-~fty~~e~i-~~~­

~ility-~-etft~~e-e~ek~~e~nd, cultures of other peoples a~d 

nations, and American citizenship, including the study of 

national, state and local government in the United States; 

mathematics; science, including conservation of natural re­

sources and environmental awareness, health and physical edu­

cation, including the effects of alcohol, tobacco, drugs and 

poisons on the human body; the characteristics of communica­

ble diseases; traffic safety, including pedestrian and bi­

cycle safety procedures; music; and art. 

4. The following shall be taught in grades seven and eight 

as a minimum program: Science, including conservation of 

natural resources and environmental awareness; mathematics; 

social studies; ..,~~1\-a~"~~&n~~ven-~o-the-Po~e-~ft-fti~~ 

~i~yea-ey-~~~-~e~so~;-and-e-pe~~t~ve-e££op~-she±~be-m~e 

te-~e£iee~-~e-~eh~evemen~s-e£-wemeftT-M~n~~ie~-and-~y 

o~e~s-wfte;-in-tfte-~~~,-may-h~¥e-bee"-~"ePe~-er-e¥erieoked 

by-reason-o£-~ee7-8e~7-reii~ion7-physieai-6isa~ii~-er 

e~ftnie-baek~Po~"a7 cultures of other peoples and nations, 

and American citizenship; ~a~~a~ English-language arts which 

shall include reading, spelling, grammar, oral and written 

composition, and may include other communication subjects; 

health and physical education, including the effects of 

alcohol, tobacco, drugs and poisons on the human body, the 

characteristics of communicable diseases, including venereal 

diseases and current crucial health issues; music1 and art. 

Sec. 3. Section two hundred fifty-seven point twenty-five 

(257.25), subsection six {6), paragraphs b and c, Code 1977, 

are amended to read as follows: 

b. Four units of the social studies. American history, 

American government, government and cultures of other peoples 

and nations, and general consumer education, family law, and 

economics, including comparative and consumer economics, shall 

oc taught in the units but need not ba required as full units. 

::1: 
:n 

~ 



House File 254, P. 3 

All students sllall be required to take one unit of American 

history whiel\- sne±±-':'!i.,e-u~~e .. ~ie,.-~~ ~ne-ro±e-±n-it'i:s~e.-y 

~±eyea-by-~±±-~e.-so .. s 7-a .. d-a-pos±~~e-e~~er~-sna±±-se-made 

to-.-e£±eet-~ne-aen±e~eme,.~s-e£-weme,.7 -m±no.-±~ies-eT!.e-any 

otnefs-wne;-±n-tfie-pas~;-mey-na¥e-been-i':'!fte,.ed-.,.-e~e¥±ee~ee 

sy- .. easOTt-e~-.-tteeT-SeM;-.-e±±~i~nT-prtysiea±-ois~i±ity-e,. 
etnnie-bee~':'!rOtlT!.d and one-half unit of the governments of 

Iowa and the United States, includi~g instruction in voting 

statutes and procedures, voter registration requirements, 

the use of paper ballots and voting machines in the election 

process, and the method of acquiring and casting an absentee 

ballot. 

The county auditor, upon request and at a site chosen by 

him, shall make available to schools t.,rithin the county voting 

machines or sample ballots that arc generally used within 

the county, at such times that these machines or sample bal­

lots arc not in use for their recognized purpose. 

c. Four units of En~±is~iT!.e±~diT!.':'!-±dT!.':'!rtd':'!e-e.-ts English-

.. 

language arts. • 

DALE M. COCHRii..'< 
Speaker of the I!ouse 

ARTHUR A. NEU 
President of the Senate 

I i1ereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is known as House File 254, Sixty-seventh General Assembly. 

DAVID L. WRAY 

Approved 

Chief Cler% of the House 

-'-JJ:-';z'-4'~·rU-'711....,!'-'2..::.,_• 1 9 77 

J 
ROBERT D. RlW 
Governor 
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