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1 Section 1. 
2 five (257 .25), 

Section two hundred fifty-seven point twenty­

st~section eleven (11), unnumbered paragraph 
3 one (1), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

4 The state board of public instruction shall remove for 

5 cause, after du~ investigation and notice, any school or 
6 school district from the approved list which fails to comply 
·; with such apptoval standards and rules in the manner prescribed 
8 in this subsec::ion. The state board shall allow a reasonable 
9 period of time after notification of noncompliance, not to 

10 exceed the following school year, for compliance with such 

11 approval standards and rules. lf-~ke-seheel-ef-seheel-ais~Fie~ 

12 is -malf i IHJ-a- ~l•ea- f ai ~-ef fef~-alia- s1:1t::. t.aR ~i a ~-~Fe~ Ee 9 9- t.ewEt Fa 

13 f1:1ll-eem~liaRee-aRa-if-the-faii1:1Ee-~e-eem~ly-ia-a1:1e-ee-faeteF9 

14 eeyel!S-tfie-eentf8i-ef-~e-aeaFS-8f-aifeeteFS-8F-~8YeF!'IiR~ 
15 8eay-ef-s1:1ek-9~Peel-eF-seheel-ais~fiet-aaai~ieRal-~illle-may 
16 Be-~FaRtea~--fll-all8Wili~-SHefi-~i!lle-feF-e9!ll~±iaRee;-the-eeaFa 
17 sha±±-fe11ew-eeH9ist.ell~-~e±ieies7 -takiR~-iR~e-aeee1:1Ht-tke 

:8 eiFe1:1ms~aftees-ef-eaeh-eaae~--~he-EeaseRa6±e-~eFiea-ef-~ime 
19 feF-eem~±iaHee-shall-Ret-eHeeea-the-efte-yeaF-Retiee-Ee~HiFemeRt 
20 ef-aHeseetiell-~~~ 

21 Sec. 2. Sect~on two hundred seventy-five point one (275.1), 
22 Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

23 :-:75.1 DECLARJWIO!Ii OF POLICY--SURVEYS. It is declared 
24 to be the policy of the state to encourage-the-Feef~aHisatieR 
25 ef-sehee±-aistFie~~-illte-s1:1eR-1:1Rits-as-aFe-ReeessaFy, 
26 economical and efficient aRe school districts which will 
27 insure an equal educational opportunity to all children of 
28 the state. All aFea areas of the state shall be in school 

29 districts mainta:i.,1ing twelve grades. If any school district 

30 ceases to maintain twelve grades, it shz..ll meFtJe-wieh-a 
31 eeRtitJH81:1s-sekeel-aistFiet reorganize within six months or 
32 the state board shall attach the school district not 
33 maintaining twelve grades to a-eeRti~1:181:1S another district. 
34 Voluntary reorganizations under this chapter shall be commenced 
35 only if the aff~cted school districts are contiguous to one 
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l another. A re.nganized d:Lstrict shall meet the reguire:aents 
2 of section two !1undred seventy-five point three (275.3) of 
3 the Code. 

4 If a district is attached, division of assets and 
5 liabilities shall be made as provided in sections 275.29 to 

6 275.31. The area education agency boards may-iHi~ia~e shall 
7 develop detai -.ed studies and surveys of the school districts 

8 within the area education agency and adjacent territory for 
9 the purpose of ~Feffie~iH~ providing for reorganization of 

10 school district£ in order to effect more economical operation 
11 and ~~e attairuaP.nt of higher standards of education in the 
12 schools. The plans shall be revised periodically to reflect 

l3 reorganizations_which may have taken place in the area educa-
14 tion agency and a~jacent territory. 

15 Sec. 3. Se·;bon two hundred seventy-five point two (275.2), 

16 Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 
17 275.2 SCOPE OF SURVEYS. The scope of such studies and 
18 surveys shall include the following matters in the various 
19 districts in the ee~R~y area education agency: The adequacy 
20 of the educational program, average daily attendance of pupils, 
21 property valuations, existing buildings and equipment, natural 
22 community areas, road conditions, transportation, economic 

23 factors, individual attention given to the needs of students, 

24 the opportunity of students to participate in a 11ide variety 

25 of activities reLated to the total development of the student, 
26 and such other matters that may bear on educational programs 
27 meeting minimum standards required by law. 
28 Sec. 4. Section two hundred seventy-five point three 
29 (275.3), Code l9Ti, is amended to read as follows: 
30 275.3 MINIMUM S'1'ANDARDS. No new school district shall 
31 be planned by an ~rea education agency board nor shall any 
32 proposal for cre~tion or enlargement of any school district 

33 be approved by an area education agency board or submitted 
34 to electors unless there reside within the proposed limits 

35 of such district at least three hundred persons of school 
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1 age who were enrclled in public schools in the preceding 
2 school year. Provided, however, that the state superintendent 
3 of public instrvction shall have authority to grant permission 

4 to an area education agency board to approve the formation 
5 or enlargement of a school district containing a lower school 

6 ~e~~~a~~ea enrollment than aseve-~Eev~aea reguired in this 
7 section on the written request of such area education agency 
8 board if such request is accompanied by evidence tending to 
9 show that spars~ty of population, natural barriers or other 

10 good reason m<•kes it impracticable to meet ea~a the school 

11 ~e~~~a~~eH enrollment requirement. 
12 Sec. 5. Section two hundred seventy-five point four 

13 (275.4), unnuniliered paragraph one (1), Code 1977, is amended 

14 to read as follows: 
15 In ~ak~H~-aay ~eveloping studies and surveys the area 
16 education agency board shall consult with the officials of 
17 affected district3 and other citizens, and shall from time 
18 to time hold p:wlic hearings, and may employ such research 
19 and other assistance as it may determine reasonably necessary 
20 in order to prorerly carry on its survey and prepare definite 

21 plans of reorganization. 
22 Sec. 6. Section two hundred seventy-five point four 
23 (275.4), unnumbered paragraph two (2), Code 1977, is amended 

24 by striking the paragr&ph and inserting in lieu thereof the 
25 following: 
26 In addition, the area education agency board shall con-
27 sult with the superintendent of public instruction in the 
28 development of s~rveys and plans. The superintendent of 
29 public instruct1on shall provide assistance to the area 
30 education agency boards as requested and shall advise the 
31 area education agency boards concerning plans of contiguous 
32 area education agencies and the reorganization policies adopted 

33 by the state board cf public instruction. 
34 Completed plails shall be transmitted by the area educa-
35 tion agency board to the superintendent of public instruc-
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1 tion. 

2 Sec. 7. Sec':.ion two hundred seventy-five point five 
3 (275.5), Code 1977, is amended by striking the section and 
4 inserting in liP.u thereof the following: 

5 275.5 PROPOSALS FOR MERGER OR CONSOLIDATION. Any proposal 
6 for merger, consolidation, or boundary change of local school 
7 districts shall first be submitted to the area education 

8 agency board following the procedure prescribed in this chap-

9 ter. Followil'.g receipt of a petition pursuant to section 

10 two hundred seventy-five point twelve (275.12) of the Code, 
11 the area educ~ti0n agency board shall review its plans and 
12 determine whether the petition complies with the plans which 
13 had been adopted by the board. If the petition does not com-
14 ply with the plar,s which had been adopted by the board, the 
15 board shall cond·,lct further surveys pursuant to section two 

16 hundred sevent~-five point four (275.4) of the Code prior 
17 to the date sec. for the hearing upon the petition. 

18 Sec. 8. Section two hundred seventy-five point eight 

19 (275.8), unnumbered paragraph one (1) and subsection two (2), 

20 Code 1977, are arr.ended to read as follows: 
21 275.8 CO-OPERA~ION OF STATE DEPARTMENT--PLANNING JOINT 
22 DISTRICTS. ~Re-s~a~e-ae~a~~eHt-ef-~~a±~e-~RStrMet~eR-sfia±± 

23 ee-e,era~e-w~tR-~~e-severa±-a~ea-eaHea•~eR-a~eHey-aea~as-~R 
24 fflak~a~-stMa~es-nsa-sH~veys~ Planning of joint districts shall 
25 be conducted in the same manner as planning for single 

26 districts, except as prov~ded in this section. In the case 
27 of controversy over the plar1r1ing of joint districts, the 

28 matter shall be submitted to the state board of public 
29 instruction jMa~e±~~. Judicial review of aRe its decision 
30 may be sought in acc•)rdance with the terms of the Iowa 
31 administrative procedure Act. Notwithstanding the terms of 
32 said Act, petiticns for judicial review must be filed within 

33 thirty days after ~1e decision of the state board of public 

34 instruction. Joint districts shall mean districts that lie 

35 in two or more adjacent area education agencies. 
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l 2. Adoptiun cf such plan at a joint session of the several 

2 area education agency boards in whose areas such territory 

3 is situated. Votes of each member of an area education agency 

4 board shall be weighted so that the total number of votes 

5 eligible to be cast by members of each board shall be equal. 

6 Sec. 9. Ser.tion two hundred seventy-five point fourteen 

7 (275.14), Code 1S77, is amended to read as follows: 

8 275.14 OBJECTION--TIME OF FILING--NOTICE. Within ten 

9 days after th~ petition is filed, the area education agency 

10 administrator shall fix a final date for filing objections 

ll to the petition ~hich shall be not meL~ than sixty days after 
12 the petition is filed and shall fix the date for a hearing 

13 on the objections to the petition. objections shall be filed 

14 in the office of. the administrator7 -aRe who shall give notice 

15 feF at least te~ days prior to the final day for filing objec-

16 tions, by one p•.lblication in a newspaper published within 

17 the territory described in the petition, or if none is 

18 published therein, in a newspaper published in the county 

19 where the petition is filed, and of general circulation in 

20 the territory described. The notice shall also list the date, 
21 time, and location for the hearing on the petition as provided 

22 in r.ection two ttmdred seventy-five point fifteen (275.15) 

23 of the Code. The cost of publication shall be assessed to 

24 each district whose territory is involved in the ratio that 

25 the number of pupils in basic enrollment, as defined in section 

26 442.4 in ea.ch d). strict bears to the total number of pupils 

27 in basic enrollment in the total area involved. Objections 
28 shall be in writing in the form of an affidavit and may be 
29 made by any person residing or owning land within the territory 

30 described in the petition, or who would be injuriously affected 

31 by the change petitioned for and shall be on file not later 
32 than twelve o 'c·tcck noon of the final day fixed for filing 
33 objections. 
34 Sec. 10. Sec+:.ion two hundred seventy-five point fi fteer_ 
35 (275.15), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 
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1 275.15 HEARING--DECISION--PUBLICATION OF ORDER. en-~fie 

2 f~Ra~-aay-f~~ea-fe~-f~±~R~-ea~ee~~eRe At the hearing, wh~ch 
3 shall be held \-li thin ten days of the final date set foL· f.il in_s: 
4 obiections, intP.rested parties, both petitioners and objectors, 
5 may present evi1ence and arguments, and the area education 
6 agency board s~all review the matter on its merits and within 
7 f1ve days after the conclusion of any hearing, shall rule 
8 on the objections and shall enter an order fixing such 
9 boundaries fo;· the proposed school corporation as wi 11 1n 

10 its judgment be for the best interests of all parties 
11 concerned, having due regard for the welfare of adjoining 

12 districts or d1s~iss the petition. The area education agency 
13 board, when entering the order fixing the boundaries, shall 
14 consider requests for boundary line changes of property owners 
15 who reside on property adjacent to the proposed boundary 
16 lines. The agency administrator shall at once publish this 
17 order in the s1me newspaper in which the original notice was 
18 published. Wi~hin twenty days after the publication thereof 

19 the decision rendered by tile area education agency board may 

20 be appealed to the district court in the county involved by 

21 any school district affected. For purposes of appeal, only 

22 those school districts who filed reorganization petitions 

23 are school districts affected. 
24 Sec. 11. Section two hundred seventy-five point sixteen 
25 (275.16}, unnumoered paragraph one (1), Code 1977, is amended 
26 to read as foll,>w~: 

27 If the territory described in the petition for the proposed 

28 corporation lies in more than one area education agency, the 

29 agency administrator with whom the petition is filed shall 

30 fix the time and place for a hearing and call a joint meeting 
31 of the members of all the agency boards in which any territory 
32 of the proposed school corporation lies, to act as a single 
33 board for the hearing of the said objections, and a majority 
34 of all members of the agency boards of the different agencies 
35 in which any part of the proposed corporation ~ies, shall 
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1 constitute a quorum. The joint boards acting as a single 

2 board shall determine whether the petition conforms to plans 

3 or, if the petition requests a change in plans, whether such 

4 change should be made, and shall have the authority to change 

5 the plans of any or all the area education agency boards 

6 affected by the petition, and it shall determine and fix 

7 boundaries for the proposed corporation as provided in section 

8 275.15 or dismiss the petition. Votes of each member of an 

9 area education agency board shall be weighted so that the 

10 total number of votes eligible to be cast by members of each 

11 board shall be egual. However, if sucn joint boards cast 

12 a tie vote and are unable to agree to an order fixing the 

13 boundaries for the proposed school district or to an order 

14 to dismiss the petition, the time during which such actions 

15 must be taken under the provisions of section 275.15 shall 

16 be extended frvn five days to fifteen days after the conclusion 

:7 of the hearing under the provisions of section 275.15, and 

18 such joint boar.d shall reconvene not less than ten and not 

19 more than fifteen days after the conclusion of such hearing. 

20 At such hearing the joint board shall reconsider their action 

21 and if a tie vote shall again be cast it shall be deemed an 

22 o.rder granting t.he petition and changing the plans of any 

23 and all of the agency boards affected by the petition and 

24 fixing the boundaries for the proposed school corporation. 

25 The agency administrator shall at once publish the decision 

26 in the same newspaper 1n which the original notice was 

27 published. 

28 Sec. 12. Chap~er two hundred seventy-five (275), Code 

29 1977, is amended by inserting the following new section after 

30 section two hundred seventy-five point sixteen (275.16) of 

31 the Code. 

32 NEW SECTION. REFILING A PETITION. If an area education 

33 agency board does not approve the change in boundaries of 

34 school districts in accordance with a petition, an identical 

35 petition shall not be refiled for a period of six months fol-
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1 lowing the date of the hearing or the vote of the board, 
2 whichever is la~er. 

3 Sec. 13. Ser.tion two hundred seventy-five point eighteen 
4 (275.18), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

5 275.18 SPECIAL ELECTION CALLED--TIME. When the bounda,ies 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

of the territory i:O 

corporation and t-.he 

school direct,,rs of 
been determin'"d <IS 

administrator with 

be included in a proposed school 
number and method of the election of the 
such proposed school corporation have 

herein provided, the area education agency 
whom such petition is filed shall call 

11 a special election in such proposed school corporation within 
12 thirty days frorr. the date of the final determination of such 

13 boundaries, but no later than December thirty-first, and serve 
14 notice on the county commissioner of elections of the county 

15 in the proposed s:::hool corporation which has the greatest 
16 taxable base l1 the proposed school corporation. The county 
17 commlssloner o: elections shall give notice of the election 
18 by one publication in the same newspaper in which previous 

'4t 19 notices have been published regarding the proposed school 

20 reorganization, &nd ln addition thereto, if more than one 
21 county lS involved, by one publication in a legal newspaper 

,. 

22 in each county other than that of the first publication, which 

23 publication shall he not less than four nor more than twenty 
24 days prior to tne election. In the case of districts located 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

in more than on-a county, no notice for an election shall be 
published until t-.he time for appeal, which shall be the same 
as that provided in section 285.12, has expired; and in the 
event of an appea~, not until the same has been disposed of. 

Sec. 14. Section two hundred seventy-five point twenty 

(275.20), Code 1971, is amended to read as follows: 
275.20 SEPARATE VOTE IN EXISTING DISTRICTS. The voters 

shall vote separ~tely in each existing school district affected 

e£-~e£~~eH-tfie£e~f and voters residing in the entire existing 
district are elig:.ble to vote upon the proposition to create 

such new school corporation. Sefiee±-e~st;!'~ets-affeetea-e£ 
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1 pe~~ieR-~fie~ee£-sfia±l-se-ae£iRee-te-meaR-that-a£ea-iRe±Haea 
2 witfiiR-tfie-seHRaa£ies-e£-tfie-prepesee-Rew-sehee±-eerpe£at~eP.7 

3 eHeept-that-w~eEe-a-~eEtieR-e£-aR-eHistiR~-eehee~-aistEiet 

4 epe~at~R.-a-hi~~-eehee± 7-er-FHra±-~P.depeP.eeP.t-sehee±-e~striet 

5 ef-ei~ht-eeet~~Re-er-me£e-e~eratiR~-a-sefiee±-fermed-p£ier 
6 te-Hay-i9 7 -±95~"-is-~Re±Heee-witfi~P.-the-seHP.ear*ee-e£-~fie 

7 pre~esee-Rew-sekee±-ee~eratieR7 -tha~-a££eetee-sefiee±-aistriet 

8 shall-se-eef~Ree-as-that-eH~stiR§-eistriet-withiP.-aP.a-w~tfieHt 
9 the-prepesee-Rew-Aehee±-eerperatieR7-aRe-iR-sHeh-aietriets 

10 the-eRtire-~ist£i~t-sha±±-vete~ If the proposition receives 

11 a majority of the votes cast in each of at least seventy-five 
12 p~rcent of the said districts, and also a majority of the 
13 total number of votes cast in all of said districts, the 
14 proposition shall be deemed carried. Previeea7-heweveE7-that 

15 'f-twe-er-mere-ef-the-eehee±-e~etriets-affeetee-have-a-resideP.t 
16 avera~e-aai±y-a~teP.aaP.ee-iP.-pHs±ie-seheele-ef-three-fiHRerea 
l7 er-me~e-pHpi±s-whe-were-eRrel±ea-iR-pHB±ie-eehee±s-iR-the 

18 p~eeeaiR§-sehee±-year7-the-prepesitieP.-mHst-alse-Eeeeive-a 
19 maje£ity-ef-tht!-vetes-east-iR-eaeh-ef-said-eistEiets-iR-ereef 

20 te-se-aeemea-e~rr±ee7-aHe-'R-sHeh-aistriets-the-eRtire-eHistiR~ 
21 sietriet-ehall-vete~ 
22 

23 

24 

Sec. 15. Section two hundred seventy-five point twenty­

five (275.25), Cod~ 1977, is amended to read as follows: 
275.25 ELEC"l'.i0:-1 OF DIRECTOF<.S. If tne proposition to 

25 establish a new corporation carries under the method 
26 fiereiRaeeve provjdcd a-s~eeia±-e±eetieR-sfial±-se-ea±±ea-sy 

27 the-area-eaHeatteR-a~eRey-aamiRis~rater~--~fie-aamiRistrater 

28 sfia±±-Re~ify-the-eeHRty-eemm~eeieRer-ef-e±ee~~eRs-wfie-efial± 
29 pHe±isfi-Retiee-sy-eRe-pHs±~eatieR-iR-~fie-same-Rewspa~er-iR 

30 wfiieh-tfie-fe~mer-netieee-were-~HB±iefiea~--At-sHeh , the board 
31 of the reorganized district shall consist of the members of 
32 the boards of the districts involved in the reorganization 

33 who are residents of the reorganized district until their 
34 successors are el~c~ed at the second regular school election 
35 held thereafter. Terms of office of such members shall be 
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1 extended beyond their exp1ration to the organizational .neet1ng 
2 after the secund regular school election held thereaitel. 

c....:=====---=:o.::c..:::curring on the board during the period shall b~ 
~~~~~~a~p~p~O~l~ntment by the remaining members. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 
14 
15 

16 
17 

18 

19 

:.:..:::_o=::.......:nc:.e:::.x=t ;;ucceeding regular school election, ttvo 
shall be elected to serve until the next regular 
two u~til the second, and one until the third regular 

election thereofter, except in districts which include all 
or part of a city of fifteen thousand or more population and 
in districts in ~1bich the proposition to establish a new 
corporation p1ovides for seven directors, three directors 
shall be elected to serve until the third regular election 
thereafter, all of whom to serve until such time as their 

successors arc elected and qualified. 
that in all comreunity school districts 

Provided, however, 
which include a city 

of fifteen thousand or more population and which became 
effective prior lo July 4, 1955, and in all community school 
districts containing a city which has attained a population 
of fifteen tho·Jsand or more as shown by the most recent 

20 decennial fede=al census, the board of directors shall consist 
21 of seven members. 

22 the membership of 

Where it becomes necessary to increase 

any such board under the provisions hereof, 

23 two directors sh&ll be added according to the procedure 

24 described in section 277.23. The county board of supervisors 
25 shall canvass the votes and the county cow~issioner of 

26 elections report the results to the area education agency 
27 administrator wno shall notify the persons who are elected 
28 directors. ~fie-R~w-eeafa-sfia~~-ef~aR~se-w~~fi~R-f~f~eea-aaye 

29 fe~~ew~R~-~ke~£-e±ee~~eH-M~eH-ea~~-ef-~fie-aam~R~B~fa~ef~ 
30 ~fie-aew-eeafa-ef-~~£ee~e£s-eka~~-Rave-eem~~e~e-eeR~fe~-e~ 
31 ~fie-em~~eymeR~-ef-a~~-~efsSRRe~-fe£-~fie-Rew~y-fefmea-ee~MRity 
32 sekee~-ais~rie~-fa£-~fie-eRSMiR~-sefiee~-yeaf~--Fe~~ewia~-~fie 

33 er~aR~saE~eH-ef-~P-e-Rew-eea£6-~ey-sfia~~-kave-aHtfiefity-te 

34 estae~isfi-~e~iey7-e~~aR~Be-eMrrieM~MM,-eRter-~R~e-eeR~fae~s 

35 aRa-eem~~ete-sHefi-etfief-~~aRR~R~-aRa-take-eHefi-ae~ieR-as-is 
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1 esseRtia±-fe~-Efie-eff~e~eRt-maRa~emeR£-ef-tfie-Rew±y-fe~mea 

2 eemw~R~ty-sefiee±-a~s£F~et~ 
3 f'£ev:i:E!e67 -!>.eweve!'7- ~ R-eases-~ RVB±V~R~- f. we- ai: S E!'~ef.e-eflly;-

4 whe~e-f.fie-~erH±atieR-ef-tfie-Rew-a~stF~et-ases-ReE-eMeeea-f.fie 

5 ~er~±a~isR-ef-tfie-ffiB!'e-~e~~le~e-ef-ea:i:a-a:i:et!':i:ef.s-ey-ffisFe 

6 £fiaR-~weRf.y-f:i:ve-~e£eeRt7 -tfie-:i:Re~ffiBeRt-eea£a-meffiBe£e-ef-ea:i:a 
7 meFe-~e~H±e~e-a:i:ef.!':i:ef.-sfial±-eeRf.:i:R~e-f.e-fie±a-eff:i:ee-ae-tfie 

8 e:i:!'eef.eFs-ef-~fie-Rew-e:i:sf.!':i:ef.-fe!'-Efte-!'effiaiRee!'-Sf-f.fie:i:!' 

9 e±eef.i:ve-eeFm~~ section 49.8, subsection 4 shall not be 
10 con5trued to permit a director to remain on the board of any 

11 school distric~ after the effective ~dte of a boundary change 

12 which places t!1e director's residence outside the boundaries 

13 of the district. vacancies so caused on any board shall be 

14 filled in the manner provided in sections 279.6 and 279.7. 

15 Sec. 16. Section 

16 three (275.33), Code 

~7 275.33 CONTRACTS 

two hundred seventy-five 

1977, is amended to read 

NOT AFFECTED. 

point thirty­

as follows: 

18 l. The terms of employment of superintendents, principals, 

19 and teachers, for afly-e~!'!'eRf. the school year following the 

20 effective date of the formation of the new district shall 

21 not be affected by the formation of the new district, except 

22 in accordance with the provisions of sections two hundred 

23 seventy-nine point fift~en (279.15) through two hundred 

24 seventy-nine pcint eighteen (279.18) and two hundred seventy-

25 nine point twer.ty-four (279.24) of the Code. 

26 2. The collective bargaining agreement of the district 

27 with the largest basic enrollment, as defined in section four 
28 hundred forty-two point four (442.4) of the Code, in the new 

29 district shall c,mtinue in full force and effect until a 

30 successor agreement is negotiated and the employees of the 

31 other districts invclved in the formation of the new district 

32 shall automatic~lly be accreted to the bargaining unit of 

33 that collective bargaining agreement without further action 

34 by the public employment relations board. If only one 

35 collective bargaining agreement is in effect among the 
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l districts which ilre party to the reorganization, tl1en tb>t 

agreement sha2l continue in full force and effect until a 
successor agr~ement is negotiated, and the employees of th~ 
other districts involved in the formation of the new distric~ 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

·- ·--

shall automatically be accreted to the bargaining unit of 

that collective hargaining agreement without further action 
by the public en•oloyment relations board. 

Sec. 17. Chap~er two hundred seventy-five (275), Code 
1977, is amende~ by adding the following new section: 

NEW SECTION. ALTERNATIVE METHOD FOR ELECTION OF DIRECTORS. 
1. As an al ~.ernati ve to the method specified in section 

two hundred seventy-five point twenty-five (275.25) of the 
Code for electir.g ~irectors in a newly-formed community school 
district, the proc~dure specified in this section may be used. 

2. The boards of the old school district with the largest 

population involved in the merge~ shall designate four 
directors to be retained as members of the board of the newly-

18 formed district. Other school districts involved in the 
1t 19 merger shall each be allowed to retain directors in proportion 

20 to the ratio that the population of the former school district 
21 bears to the most populous district involved in the merger, 

• 

22 except that no district involved 1n the merger shall retain 
23 less than one direc~or.. 
24 3. If the procedure 1n subsection two (2) of this section 
25 results in four membels being retained from the largest 
26 district involved in the merger and only a single member from 

27 the other district involved in the merger, the reorganization 

28 petition may specify that the distribution of the board members 
29 who are retained from the districts involved in the merger 

30 be five to one, five to two, or six to one. 
31 4. If the total number of directors determined under sub-
32 section two (2) or three (3) of this section is an odd number, 
33 the board of the distr1ct with the largest population shall 
34 designate the term of office of one of the members who is 
35 retained to commence ~t the organizational meeting of the 

-12-
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1 board of the newly-formed district and to end at the 
2 organizational meeting following the fourth regular school 
3 election held lhereafter in the manner specified in the 
4 reorganization petition. 
5 If ~he total r.umber of directors determined under subsection 

6 two (2) or th~ee (3) of this section is an even number, that 
7 number of dirP.ctors shall function until a special election 

8 can be held, at which time an additional director shall be 
9 elected to a term from the newly-formed district ending at 

10 the organizational meeting following the fourth regular school 
ll election held thP.reafter. The proceuure for calling the 
12 special electiou shall be the procedure specified in section 
13 two hundred seven~y-five point twenty-five (275.25) of the 
14 Code. 

15 5. The board$ of directors of other school districts which 

16 are involved in the merger which have three or more directors 
17 who are retained, shall each designate two of the directors 

18 who are retain~d to serve terms that expire at the 
19 organizational me~ting following the second regular school 
20 election held t~ereafter. All other directors who are retained 
21 shall serve ter~s that expire at the organizational meeting 
22 foL' .. owing the ·~hird regular school election held thereafter. 
23 6. At the second regular school election held after the 
24 effective date of the merger, the two vacancies which will 
25 occur on the board ~hall be filled ln a manner specified ln 
26 the reorganization petition. 

27 7. At the third regular school election held after the 
28 effective date of merger, if a five-member board is specified 
29 ln the reorganiz~tion petition, two directors shall be elected 
30 ln the manner sp~cified in the reorganization petition and 
31 if a seven-member board is specified in the reorganization 
32 petition, four directors shall be elected, two for one-year 
33 terms and two for three-year terms, in the manner specified 
34 ln the reorganization petition. 

35 8. The board of the newly-formed district shall organize 
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l within forty-flve days after the approval of the merger upon 
2 the call of the area education agency administrator. The 

3 new board shall have control of the employment of all pex·so1mel 

4 for the newly-formed district for the ensuing school year. 
5 Following the 0£ganization of the new board the board shall 
6 have authority to establish policy, organize curriculum, enter 
7 into contracts .:md complete such planning and take such action 
8 as is essential for the efficient management of the newly-

9 formed community school district. 
10 Section forty··nine point eight ( 49.8), subsection four 

11 {4), of the Code shall not permit a director to remain on 
12 the board of & sshool district after the effective date of 
13 a boundary change which places the director's residence outside 
14 the boundaries of the district. Vacancies so caused on any 
15 board shall be filled in the manner provided in sections two 
16 hundred seventy-nine point six (279.6) and two hundred seventy-

17 nine point seven (279.7) of the Code. 
18 Sec. 18. Sectjon two hundred ~ighty point fifteen (280.15), 

19 Code 1977, is :unended to read as follows: 
20 280.15 JOiliT EMPLOYMENT AND SHARING. Any two or more 

21 public school districts may jointly employ and share the 
22 services of any school personnel, or acquire and share the 
23 use of classrooms, laboratories, equipment and facilities. 
24 Classes made available to students in the manner provided 
25 in this section shall be considered as complying with the 
26 requirements of section two hundred seventy-five point one 
27 ( 275.1) of the c_ode relating to the maintenance of twelve 

28 grades by a school district. 
29 Sec. 19. Chapter two hundred ninety-seven (297), Code 
30 1977, is amended by adding the following new section: 
31 NEW SECTION. l3efore an election is held on the issuance 
32 of general obligat).on bonds for the construction or renovation 
33 of any school buildlng, the board shall inform the board of 
34 the area education agency in which the school district 1s 
35 located. The crairperson of the area educcttion agency shall 

-14-
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1 call a meetin; 0f the boards of directors of the school 
2 district proposing the issuance of general obligation bonds, 
3 the boards of school districts contiguous to that school 
4 district, and the board of the area education agency, for 
5 the purpose of discussing enrollment trends of that school 
6 district and school districts contiguous to it and solutions 
7 to the enrollmeut changes in the various school districts, 
8 including the possibility of school district reorganization. 
9 The chairpersun ?f the board of the area education agency 

10 shall preside at the meeting unless the chairperson is a 
11 resident of the :>chool district propo:;.:.ng the issuance of 
12 general obligation bonds. In that case, the vice chairperson 
13 shall preside at t~he meeting. 
14 Following discu:>sion at the meeting, the board of directors 
15 of the area education agency shall meet to make recommendations 
16 concerning alt.:>rnative solutions to the construction or 
17 renovation of ·che school building which shall be made to the 
18 school district proposing to issue general obligation bonds. 
19 The school district shall consider the recommendations 
20 of the board of the area education agency before setting a 
21 date for the election to authorize the issuance of general 
22 obligation bonds. 
23 EXPLANATION 
24 This bill deletes the option of the state board of public 
25 instruction to ~llow additional time for school districts 
26 making a good fa~th effort to comply with approval standards 
27 before commencing reorganization of the district. 
28 The bill revises and clarifies the procedure for school 
29 district reorganizntion. It changes the procedure for action 
30 on a reorganization petition so that the hearing does not 
31 have to be held on ~he same day as the final day for filing 
32 objections and allows objections to be filed up to sixty days 
33 after a petition is filed. It provides that when two or more 
34 area education ag~ncies are discussing the formation of a 
35 school district wh~ch includes territory in more than one 
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1 area education agency, the total votes of each board will 
2 be equal. It requires the A.E.A. board to consider the 
3 wishes of proper-ty owners who reside along the boundary llnes 
4 of proposed districts. It provides that for the first year 
5 of existence of a reorganized district, the board will consist 
6 of all of the resident members of the boards of the constituent 
7 districts. 
8 The bill resuires that special elections for school district 
9 reorganizations be held no later than December thirty-first. 

10 It provides that the collective bargaining agreement of the 
11 district with th~ largest enrollment will continue in effect 
12 until a successor agreement for the reorganized district is 
13 negotiated and the employees of the reorganized district will 
14 be included in the bargaining unit of that agreement. It 
15 also provides that if only one collective bargaining agreement 
16 1s in effect, tile employees of the reorganized district will 
17 be included in the bargaining unit of that agreement. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

It provides an optional method for electing board members. 
It provides that districts which jointly employ personnel 

for classes meet tl1e twelve-grade requirements for school 

districts. 
It prohibitc an election for the issuance of bonds for 

construction of new school buildings in a district until after 
a meeting with the boards of contiguous districts and the 
area education agency to discuss alternatives to the 
construction, including the possibility of reorganization. 
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?:SC~ :;CTE 
iCUSE ?ILE 2359 

:~ar-ch 22, 1973 
:n compliance with a ~ri~ten request chere is submitted a 

Fiscal Note for ~.F. 2359, pursuant ~o ~cint ~~l~ 10: 

House File 235~, An Act relating to reorganization procedures for 
school districts. 

The cost estimates for tnis bi11 are submitted ~litnin ~he frar.1e­
work outlined below: 

1. The AEA staff, as they now exist, wii1 be resocnsible 
:'or conducting the study. 

2. No cost of the study committees and hearings involving 
local school districts or local citizens has been 
projected. 

3. No costs of material used in research, pr'nting, assimula­
tion, production or distribution has been estimated. 

Costs of AEA's in implementing the proposed House File 2359 are 
estimated on the basis of AEA personnel costs and on estimates 
for contracted services. 

Survey Areas 
1. 
2. 

3. 
4. 

5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 

Adequacy of Program 
Aver. Daily 
Attendance 

?rooerty Valuations 
Existing Equipment 
Existing Buiidings 
Road Conditions 
Trans;Jortation 
Economic Factors 
Natura 1 Community .~reas 
Needs of Students 
Other 

~state Equalization Project 

Source 
*S. E. P. -DP! 

Adm. & !'in.-DPI 
Adm & Fin.-DPI 
S.E.P.-DPI 
Univ. of Iowa 
Univ. of Iowa 
Univ. of Iowa 
S. E. P. -DP I 
r.s.u. 

Estimated 
Obtaining 
Per ?H 

s 1,000 
-0-
-0-
-0-

15,000 

3,0CO 
Unknown 
Unknown 

$19,000 

Cost of 
Survey :)ata 

Tota1 
s 15,000 

-0-
-0-
-0-

225,CCO 

45, GOO 
Unkr.cwn 
UnknC\·m 

$235,COO 

Source: Department of f'ubl ic Instruction 

FILED 
APRIL 19, 1978 

GERRY D. RA~KIN 
LEGISLATIVE F ISCA:. 3UREF.U 
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:-!-5783 
1.-oge 2 

HO'GSE FILZ 2359 

&~end House File 2359 as follows: 
1. Page 15, by inserting after line 22 the 

following section: 
''Sec. . LEG::SLAT!tlE STUDY. The legislative 

council i~irected ·to appoint an interL~ study 
ccrr~ittee to conduct a co~prehensive study of the 
following: The advisability of establishing adequate 
performance on standardized ~inL~al cc~petency tests 
as a criteria for graduation from high schools; the 
advisability of req~iring standardized tests at certain 
critical ooints in a student's school career, as for 
example, U~on entrance to fi~st, fifth, seventh, or 
ninth grades; the feasibility and cost of offering 
remedial prcgr~~s shown to be needed by such periodic 
testing; the general content o= standardized tests; 
the feasibility of using the results cf standardized 
tests as one indicator of the presence or absence 
of equal educational opportunity; and any advantages 
or disadvantages such tests "Would pro•;ide individual 
school districts in judging the effectiveness of ~~eir 
own programs. The study co~~ittee may request 
assistance from the department of public instruction 
and other educational agencies. 

The interim study corr~ittee shall consist of the 
following members: The chairpersons and minority 
ranking members of the house and senate committees 
on education, one member of the house committee en 
education, one member of the senate committee on 
education, one school administrator appointed by ~~e 
governing beard of the Iowa association of school 
administrators, one teacher appointed by the governing 
board of the Iowa state education association, one 
school board merrber appointed by the Iowa association 
of school boards; three persons appointed by the 
legislative council who are parents of public school 
students, one of whom is a resident of a school 
district of nore than five thousand enrolL~ent, one 
of whom is a resident of a school district of from 
five hundred to four thousand nine hundred ninetv­
nine enrollment, and one of whom is a resident of 
a school district of less than five hundred enrolL~ent; 
and one person who possesses expertise in the area 
of educational testing and measur~~ent who is appointed 
by the legislative council. 

The interiM study cor.mittee shall ~a1~e a report 
of its recommendations accompanied by legislative 
bill drafts to implerne!1t its recommendations, tvhich 
drafts the co~~ittee may ~eca~mend and whict shall 
be filed by the legislative members as study bills 
with the appropriate sta~ding co~~ittee." 

l 2. By numbering and ren~~ering sections 
2 necessary. 

c.s 

r!-5733 FILi::D, ~ULED NOT BY SVOBODA of Iowa 
G2~~\E; MO~ION TO SUSPEND 
?.UL2S LOST { f / <" -t-) 
'"-"-'<Cn 2s, 1978 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

HOUSE FILE 2359 

~•&nc Eouse File 2359 as follows: 
1. ?a~e 12, line 16, by st~ikin~ the word 

ft?O?Ula~ion" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
WO:::"d "e:t!:'()l:_""Uent u. 

l. ?age 12, by striking lines 20 throuch 22 
~'"ld i:1s9:::-::' 7g in lieu thereof the follo<:ing; "to 
t~e. r7~~o tnat the en~ollment of the fo~er school 
d~s~=:ct ~~~=s to the distric~ ha7ing the largest 
en=ol~a::-: l.:rvolved in the rne!:'ge!:" shall retain''. 

3. ?ag: 12, line 33, by striki~s t~e word 
"pa?~~a~io~" and inserting in lieu ~~e=eo= the 
w·o=c! "e:1::~lL~ent". 

H-5780 FILED 11-j,cr .>/"~ 
:L;Rcr: 23,' lg-;'8 (-p J.;c;;..J 

BY B~XER of 3~e~a 7ista 

H-5782 
l 
2 
3 
• • 
5 
6 
7 
B 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 . . 
..t.' 

HOUSE FILS 2359 

~~end House File 235S as follows: 
1. ?aq~ 14, by inse~ting a=ter l~ne 28 the 

followi~g sections: 
"Sec. . Section bm hunC.::-ec eichty-t1.;o point 

three {232:3), subsection two {2) , ~nn~~ered 
?aragra?hs ~~=ee (3) ar.d four {4) 1 Code 1977, are 
a~nced to ~ead as follows: 

No child shall be adr:!itted to sc':col work for the 
yea~ i=eciately preceding the first g!"ade unless 
he or s~e·is five years of age on or before the 
=if ~ee!'!.t..i-t of Septer:-.ber of the c·...!!:"::-ent school year 
o~ t~e ch~l~ has been certified bv the·area educatio~ 
a~E:"'!CV aC...-~.!.:;i.s~::ato.::- of t:he area i:1 *..-i::ich the child 
r2siC.es to ha·.ra C:e:c...,nstrated the oossession of 
s;;;_~~c~-=!1~ eb:..lJ.tv to o:::ofl.t fro~ the school's 
e~~~~~~~~e~ ~=oc~am on the basis o£ tests a~d other 
::-.ea~s o.: ev?.!:..:aticn a':lnroved bv the Ce?a~t:ilent of 
~·~ l.i.c ins ':;...··.:ction. 

1.5 
16 
17 
13 
H 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
25 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 

~c chile shall be a~~itted to the first grade 
t::1l2ss te o= s:-:.e is six Years of age on or before the 
:iftee~~~ o~ Septerrber of the cur~ent school year; 
exce?t ~hat a child under six yea~s of age who has 

. ~ee~ a~~~ted ~o sch9ol work for the year i~mediately 
p~eceding the first graCe under conditions approved 
!:;y t:-;.~ Cepa:::-t.::-.ent of public instr\!ctio:l, or \-tho has 
Ce::x::~s'tra~eC. the possession of sufficien·t ability 
t~ ?~o=it by first-gr~de ~ork en t~e basis of tests 
o~ ot~e= ~ea~s of evaluation ~e~e~~e~~~~-o~ approved 
by t~e c!e?a::-t~ent of public instruc~io:-1, may be 
a~7~tted to f~rst grade.at any ti~e before Dece~ber 
3]. .. n 

2. ~~end ~~~ title, line 2, by i~serting after 
tt.n '..tore. "reo:-ganiza tion., the Herds "a..'""ld ad::"~ iss ion •• ... 

H-5782 FILED, RUi.ED NOT BY 
GER..'!;..NE, MOTION TO SUSPEND 
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1 1 
12 
1 3 
14 
15 
16 
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20 
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26 
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40 
41 
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45 
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47 
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50 

F.OlJSE FILE 235~ 

Amend F.ouse File 2359 as follows: 
1. Page 1, by inserti~g after line 20 the ~allowing 

section: 
"Sec. . Section tHo hund!:"ed seventv-four point 

thirteen (274.13), Code 1977, is amended by striking 
the section and inserting in lieu t~ereof the 
following: 

274. 13 ATTACHING TERRITORY TO ADJOI!liNG DISTRICT. 
Any portion of the lando~-mers in a school district 
may file a petition with the area education agency 
administrator to include their land or a portion of 
their land within the bo~~daries of an adjacent school 
district. The area education agency adninistrator 
shall transmit the petition to the board cf directo~s 
of the area education agency for re~:iet.oJ. If the boa=d 
approves the transfer, the area education agency 
administrat:or, following approval by the board of 
the affected adjacent district, shall by a written 
order attach the part thus a~:ected to the adjoining 
school district. One copy of the order shall be 
transmitted to the secretary of each school district 
involved in the transfer who shall record the transfer 1 
and make the proper designa~ion on the plat of the ' 
district. One copy of the order shall also be 
transmitted to the depar~~ent of public instruction." 

2. Page 9, by striking li<.es 22 through 35. 
3. Page 10, by striking lines 1 through 35. 
4. Page 11, by striking lines 1 through 14 and 

inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
"Sec. 15. Section two hundred seventy-five point 

twenty-five (275.25), Code 1977, is amended by striking 
~~e section and inserting in lieu thereof the 
fcllowing: 

275.25 ELECTION OF DIREC~ORS. r= the proposition 
to establish a ne\·1 corporation carries under the 
method provided, the board of the reorganized district 
shall consist of the members of the boards of the 
districts involved in the reorganization who are 
residents of the reorganized district until ~~e second 
regular school election held thereafter, except as 
othe:wise provided in this section. Te~s of office 
of such members shall he extended beyond their 
expiration to the organizational ~eeti~g after the 
second regular school election held thereafter. 
Vacancies occurring on the board during the period 
shall be filled by appoint=ent of the ra~aining 
me.'ltbers. 

At the first election at which members will be 
elected, three m~~ers of the board shall remain in 
office, one for a one-year term, one :o:: a two-year 
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1 te=., and one for a three-year te.::-rn. T~e determinatioh 
2 of the m~~ers to be retained shall be made by lot. 
3 At the election, o~e m~~er shall be e~ected for a 
4 one-year term and one for a tHo-year te:rr.l, except 
5 in districts v1hich include all or part of a city of 
6 fifteen thousand or more population and in districts 
7 in which the proposition to establish a new corporation 
8 provides for seven directors, two directors shall 
9 be elected =or a three-year term. Provided, however, 

10 that in all community school districts v1hich include 
11 a city of fifteen thousand or more population and 
12 which became effective prior to July ~, 1955, and 
13 in all community school districts containing a city 
14 which has attained a population of fifteen thousand 
15 or more as shown by the most recent decennial federal 
16 census, the board of directors shall consist of seven 
17 members. The county board of supervisors shall canvass 
18 'the votes and the county commissioner of elections 
19 report the results to the area education agency 
20 administrator who shall notify the persons Hho are 

Q.. 21 elected directors. 
V22 The board consisting of members of the former 

23 school districts shall organize within fifteen days 
2* following the effective date of the reorganization 
2S upon call of the administrator. The board of directors 
26 shall have complete control of the employment of all 
27 personnel for the newly-formed co~u~ity school 
28 district for the ensuing school year. Following the 
29 organization of the board, the board shall establish 
30 policy, organize curricul~~, enter into contracts 
31 and complete such other planning and take such action 
32 as is essential ~or the efficient manag~~ent of the 
33 newly-formed community school district." 
34 S. By numbering and renumbering sections as 
35 necessary. 

H-5779 FILED, A-RUL~D GE~~NE; BY SCHROE~ER of Pottawattamie 
~; B-LOS'r CPt d '1-7, l.<o •. ) 

MARCH 28, 1978 

H-5774 
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3 

HOUSE FILE 2 359 

;~enc House File 2359 as follows: 
l. ?age l4, strike li~~s 29 th~ough 35. 
2. Page 15, st~ike lines 1 t~~oug~ 22. 

H-5//~ F::.zD, LOST (o /,;;~,::-;BY :..!E:\~2 of O' Bri.e!"l 
~LO..RC:; 23, 1978 • 

H-5773 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

HOUSE ::IL~ 2359 

Amend House File 2359 as follows: 
l. Page 2, line 8, by inserting after the word 

"and" the word "all". 
2. Page 2, line 19, by inserting after the word 

"agency" the words "and all districts adjacent to the 
area education agency ... 

3. Page 4, line 26, by inserting after the word 
"s t · " th d •s d · · ec 1on.. e w~r.s tu 17s and surveys relat1ng to 
the plann1ng of J01nt d1str1cts shall be filed with the 
area education aqency in which one of the districts is 
located which has tile greatest taxable prooertv base." 

H-5773 FIL~D, ADOPTSD . 
MARCH 2 8 , 19 7 3 1 "J' " "7/ 
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1 ~-nend House File 23 59 as follcv;s: 
2 1. By striki~g page 1i, li~s i8 th=ough page 12, 
3 line 7 and insez-t:ir.g in lieu t!"'.e::-eof the follo·Hir.g: 
(I "The terrr.s of e.'llployment of superintendents, 
5 principals, and teachers, for any c~rren t school year 
6 shall not be affected by tlle fcr7.'..ation o: the ne•.-1 
7 district.. Ho· . ..,ever, if the board of a school district 
8 has entered :tnto a collectl. ve hargaJ.n~ng agreement 
9 w.t. th :.ts ernolovees and prior to the da-:.e u-pon ,,.rhich 

10 the agreenent ex9ires the schcol dist~lct is 
11 recrganized under this chapter, the col1ec~ive 
12 barga~ning agreement shall be :::er.o.ina ted :.:con the 
13 date tbe reorga~ized sc~ool district co~es into 
14 ex::.s tance.' 

H-5181 F::..ED, ~CST (.J.! ,:;~,) BY STRO~JER o: ::anccck 
~·oc~ '3 ·o-g u ~-""\~- ... .:.. , .J.. ... : 

HOUSE FILE 2359 
H-5784 

1 Amend House File 2359 as follows: 
2 l. Page 12, by striking lines 8 through 35. 
3 2. Page 13, by striking lines 1 through 35. 
4 3. Page 14, by striking lines 1 through 17. 
5 4. By renurr~ering sections as necessary. 

H-5784 FI:..EJ 'IJ/.fr ..3,~; SY 3E~~~E'rT o! ::da 
:.!.~.RCH 28, l.978 't· /-I<'."-1/ 
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HOUSE FILE 2359 

Education 
Scott. Ch.lirperaon 
Willits 
T1)'lor 

HOUSE FILE d~S9 

By CO~~ITTEE ON EDUCATION 

(As Amended and Passed by the House) 

Passed House, Date 3-/c-/?(( .-t-~11) Passed Senate, Date __ ,-_;;~ /E(;(./:3~/; 

Vote: Ayes (7 Nays 17 Vote: Ayes .:i7 Nays 3 

Approved l' or-1~1-:.~!.,C.:. 6y-•"-' _:i__~c~ ;·_'!_(J!_--_,--!""_,-:-.".-:_­
~-c.-..£-

A BILL FOR 
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1 Section 1. Section two hundred fifty-seven point twenty-

2 five (257.25), subsection eleven (ll), unnumbered paragraph 

3 one (1), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

4 The state board of public instruction shall remove for 

5 cause, after due investigation and notice, any school or 

6 school district from the approved list which fails to comply 

7 with such approval standards and rules in the manner prescribed 

8 in this subsection. The state board shall allow a reasonable 

9 period of time after notification of noncompliance, not to 

10 exceed the following school year, for compliance with such 

11 approval standards and rules. ~i-ene-seheel-ef-seheel-a±se~iee 

12 is-makiH~-a-~eea-fa±efi-e££e~e-aHa-s~es~aHeial-~fe~fess-eewafa 

13 f~%l-eem~±iaRee-aHa-if-ehe-fa±%~fe-ee-eem~±y-±s-a~e-ee-£aeeefs 

14 heyeRa-ehe-eeHefe±-ef-efie-heafa-e£-aifeeeefS-ef-~evefH±H~ 

15 bedy-ef-s~efi-sefiee%-ef-sehee%-aisefiee-aaclie±eHa±-time-may 

16 Le-~fafteecl.--%R-a±%ewiR~-s~eh-e±me-fef-eem~±±aHee,-efie-6eafcl 

17 sha±±-fe%±ew-eeRs±seeRe-~e±ie±es,-ea~±H~-±Hee-aeee~Ht-efie 

18 eife~mseaRees-ef-eaefi-ease.--~fie-feaseHah±e-~efiea-ef-e±me 

19 ief-eemp±iaRee-sha±±-Ree-exeeea-ehe-eHe-yeaf-Heeiee-fe~~ifemeHe 

20 ei-s~6seeeieR-±~. 

21 Sec. 2. Section two hundred seventy-five point one (275.1), 

22 Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

22 275.1 DECLARATION OF POLICY--SURVEYS. It is declared 

24 to be the policy of the state to encourage-ehe-~eeP~aft±~aeieft 

25 ef-sefiee±-a±s~f±ees-±Hee-s~eh-~RiEs-as-afe-Heeessa~y, 

26 economical and efficient afta school districts which will 

27 insure an equal educational opportunity to all children of 

28 the state. All a~ea areas of the state shall be in school 

29 districts maintaining twelve grades. If any school district 

30 ;::eases to maintain twelve grades, it shall mef<je-w:i:e.R-a 

31 eeftei~He~s-se.Ree}-aist!r~et! reorganize within six months or 

32 the state board shall attach the school district not 

33 maintaining twelve grades to a-eeR~i~~etls another district. 

34 Voluntary reorganizations under this chapter shall be commenced 

35 only if the affected school districts are contiguous to one 
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1 another. A reorganized district shall meet the requirements 

2 of section two hundred seventy-five point three (275.3) of 

3 the Code. 

4 If a district lS attached, division of assets and 

5 liabilities shall be made as provided in sections 275.29 to 

6 275.31. The area education agency boards may-±~±~±aee shall 

7 develop detailed studies and surveys of the school districts 

8 within the area education agency and all adjacent territory -9 for the purpose of ~reme~±r.' providing for reorganization 

10 of school districts in order to effect more economical 

11 operation and the attainment of higher standards of education 

12 in the schools. The plans shall be revised periodically to 

13 reflect reorganizations which may have taken place in the 

14 area education agency and adjacent territory. 

15 Sec. 3. Section two hundred seventy-five point two (275.2), 

16 Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

17 275.2 SCOPE OF SURVEYS. The scope of such studies and 

18 surveys shall include the following matters in the various 

19 districts in the eetl~~Y area education agency and all districts 

20 adjacent to the area education agency: The adequacy of the 

21 educational program, average daily attendance of pupils, 

22 property valuations, existing buildings and equipment, natural 

23 community areas, road conditions, transportation, economic 

24 factors, individual attention given to the needs of students, 

25 the opportunity of students to participate in a wide variety 

26 of activities related to the total development of the student, 

27 and such other matters that may bear on educational programs 

28 meeting minimum standards required by law. 

29 Sec. 4. Section two hundred seventy-five point three 

30 (275.3), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

31 275.3 MINIMUM STANDARDS. No new school district shall 

32 be planned by an area education agency board nor shall any 

33 proposal for creation or enlargement of any school district 

34 be approved by an area education agency board or submitted 

35 to electors unless there reside within the proposed limits 
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1 of such district at least three hundred persons of school 

2 age who w~re enrolled in public schools in the preceding 

3 school year. Provided, however, that the state superintendent 

4 of pubJ.ic instruction shall have authority to grant permission 

S to an area education agency board to approve the formation 

6 or enlargement of a school district containing a lower school 

7 ~e~~~a~~eft enrollment than aeeve-~~eviaed required in this 

8 section on the written request of such area education agency 

9 board if such request is accompanied by evidence tending to 

10 show that sparsity of population, natural barriers or other 

11 good reason makes it impracticable to meet ~a~a the school 

12 pe~~~a~±eft enrollment requirement. 

13 Sec. S. Section two hundred seventy-five point four 

14 (275.4), unnumbered paragraph one (1), Code 1977, is amended 

15 to read as follows: 

16 In ma~~ft~-afty developing studies and surveys the area 

17 education agency board shall consult with the officials of 

18 affected districts and other citizens, and shall from time 

19 to time hold public hearings, and may employ such research 

20 and other assistance as it may determine reasonably necessary 

21 in order to properly carry on its survey and prepare definite 

22 plans of reorganization. 

23 Sec. 6. Section two hundred seventy-five point four 

24 (275.4), unnumbered paragraph two (2), Code 1977, is amended 

25 by striking the paragraph and inserting in lieu thereof the 

26 following: 

27 In addition, the area education agency board shall con-

28 sult with the superintendent of public instruction in the 

29 development of surveys and plans. The superintendent of 

30 p~blic instruction shall provide assistance to the area 

31 education agency boards as requested and shall advise the 

32 area education agency boards concerning plans of contiguous 

33 area education agencies and the reorganization policies adopted 

34 by the state board of public instruction. 

35 Completed plans shall be transmitted by the area educa-
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1 tion agency board to the superintendent of publ~c instruc-

2 tion. 

3 Sec. 7. Sect~on tt~o hundred seventy-five point five 

4 (275.5), Code 1977, is amended by striking the section and 

5 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

6 275.5 PROPOSALS FOR MERGER OR CONSOLIDATION. Any proposal 

7 for merger, consolidation, or boundary change of local school 

8 districts shall first be submitted to the area education 

9 agency board following the procedure prescribed in this chap-

10 ter. Following receipt of a petition pursuant to section 

11 two hundred seventy-five point twelve (275.12) of the Code, 

12 the area education agency board shall review its plans and 

13 determine whether the petition complies with the plans which 

14 had been adopted by the board. If the petition does not com-

15 ply with the plans which had been adopted by the board, the 

16 board shall conduct further surveys pursuant to section two 

17 hundred seventy-five point four (275.4) of the Code prior 

18 to the date set for the hearing upon the petition . 

19 Sec. 8. Section two hundred seventy-five point eight 

20 (275.8), unnumbered paragraph one (1) and subsection two (2), 

21 Code 1977, are amended to read as follows: 

22 275.8 CO-OPERATION OF STATE DEPARTMENT--PLANNING JOINT 

23 DISTRICTS. Tfie-s~a~e-de~a~~e~~-ef-p~e!±e-i~s~~~e~ie~-sfia%~ 

24 ee-epe~a~e-w~~fi-~fie-seve~e%-area-ea~ea~ieH-a~eHey-eeards-±H 

25 reaki~9-S~tla±es-aHe-s~rveys~ Planning of joint districts shall 

26 be conducted in the same manner as planning for single 

27 districts, except as provided in this section. Studies and 

28 surveys relating to the planning of joint districts shall 

29 be filed with the area education agency in which one of the 

30 districts is located which has the greatest taxable property 

31 base. In the case of controversy over the planning of joint 

32 districts, the matter shall be submitted to the state board 

33 of public instruction jtla±e±a~. Judicial review of aAa its 

34 decision may be sought in accordance with the terms of the 

• 
35 Iowa administrative procedure Act. Notwithstanding the terms 

\l!! 
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1 of said Act, petitions for judicial review must be filed 

2 within thirty days after the decision of the state board of 

3 public instruction. Joint districts shall mean districts 

4 that lie in two or more adjacent area education agencies. 

5 2. Adoption of such plan at a joint session of the several 

6 area education agency boards in whose areas such territory 

7 is situated. Votes of each member of an area education agency 

8 board shall be weighted so that the total number of votes 

9 eligible to be cast by members of each board shall be equal. 

10 Sec. 9. Section two hundred seventy-five point fourteen 

11 (275.14), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

12 275.14 OBJECTION--TIME OF FILING--NOTICE. Within ten 

13 days after the petition is filed, the area education agency 

14 administrator shall fix a final date for filing objections 

15 to the petition which shall be not more than sixty days after 

16 the petition is filed and shall fix the date for a hearing 

17 on the objections to the petition. Objections shall be filed 

18 ln the office of the administrator7 -aflcl who shall give notice 

19 fe~ at least ten days prior to the final day for filing objec-

20 tions, by one publication in a newspaper published within 

21 the territory described in the petition, or if none is 

22 published therein, in a newspaper published in the county 

23 where the petition is filed, and of general circulation in 

24 the territory described. The notice shall also list the date, 

25 time, and location for the hearing on the petition as provided 

26 in section two hundred seventy-five point fifteen (275.15) 

27 of the code. The cost of publication shall be assessed to 

28 each district whose territory is involved in the ratio that 

29 the number of pupils in basic enrollment, as defined in section 

30 442.4 in each district bears to the total number of pupils 

31 in basic enrollment ln the total area involved. Objections 

32 shall be in writing in the form of an affidavit and may be 

33 made by any person residing or owning land within the territory 

34 described in the petition, or who would be injuriously affected 

35 by the change petitioned for and shall be on file not later 
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l than twelve o'clock noon of the final day fixed for filing 

2 objections. 

3 Sec. 10. Section two hundred seventy-five polnt fifteen 

4 (275.15), Code 1977, is amended to read as follO\~S: 

5 275.15 HEARING--DECISION--PUBLICATION OF ORDER. 9~-eHe 

6 ~±~a±-eay-£~~ee-£ef-£±±±~~-ee;ee~±efts At the hearing, which 

7 shall be held within ten days of the final date set for filing 

8 objections, interested parties, both petitioners and objectors, 

9 may present evidence and arguments, and the area education 

10 agency board shall review the matter on its merits and within 

11 five days after the conclusion of any hearing, shall rule 

12 on the objections and shall enter an order fixing such 

13 boundaries for the proposed school corporation as will in 

14 its judgment be for the best interests of all parties 

15 concerned, having due regard for the 1~elfare of adjoining 

16 districts or dismiss the petition. The area education agency 

17 board, when entering the order fixing the boundaries, shall 

18 consider requests for boundary line changes of property owners 

19 who reside on property adjacent to the proposed boundary 

20 lines. The agency administrator shall at once publish this 

21 order in the same newspaper in which the original notice was 

22 published. Within twenty days after the publication thereof 

23 the decision rendered by the area education agency board may 

24 be appealed to the district court in the county involved by 

25 any school district affected. For purposes of appeal, only 

26 those school districts who filed reorganization petitions 

27 are school districts affected. 

28 Sec. 11. Section 

29 (275.16), unnumbered 

30 to read as follows: 

two hundred seventy-five point sixteen 

paragraph one (1), Code 1977, is amended 

31 If the territory described in the petition for the proposed 

32 corporation lies in more than one area education agency, the 

33 agency administrator with whom the petition is filed shall 

34 fix the time and place for a hearing and call a joint meeting 

• 35 of the members of all the agency boards in 'ilhich any territory 
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1 of th~ proposed school corporation lies, to act as a single 

2 board for the hearing of the said objections, and a majority 

3 of all members of the agency boards of the different agencies 

4 1n which any part of the proposed corporation lies, shall 

5 constitute a quorum. The joint boards acting as a single 

6 board shall determine whether the petition conforms to plans 

7 or, if the petition requests a change in plans, whether such 

8 change should be made, and shall have the authority to change 

9 the plans of any or all the area education agency boards 

10 affected by the petition, and it shall determine and fix 

11 boundaries for the proposed corporation as provided in section 

12 275.15 or dismiss the petition. Votes of each member of an 

13 area education agency board shall be weighted so that the 

14 total number of votes eligible to be cast by members of each 

15 board shall be equal. However, if such joint boards cast 

16 a tie vote and are unable to agree to an order fixing the 

17 boundaries for the proposed school district or to an order 

18 to dismiss the petition, the time during which such actions 

19 must be taken under the provisions of section 275.15 shall 

20 be extended from five days to fifteen days after the conclusion 

21 of the hearing under the provisions of section 275.15, and 

22 such joint board shall reconvene not less than ten and not 

23 more than fifteen days after the conclusion of such hearing. 

24 At such hearing the joint board shall reconsider their action 

25 and if a tie vote shall again be cast it shall be deemed an 

26 order granting the petition and changing the plans of any 

27 and all of the agency boards affected by the petition and 

28 fixing the boundaries for the proposed school corporation. 

29 The agency administrator shall at once publish the decision 

30 in the same newspaper in which the original notice was 

31 published. 

32 Sec. 12. Chapter two hundred seventy-five (275), Code 

33 1977, is amended by inserting the following new section after 

34 section two hundred seventy-five point sixteen (275.16) of 

35 the Code. 
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• l NEW SECTION. REFILING A PETITION. If an area education 

2 agency board does not approve the change in boundaries of 

3 school districts in accordance with a petition, an ident~cal 

4 petition shall not be refiled for a period of six months fol-

5 lowing the date of the hearing or the vote of the board, 

6 whichever is later. 

7 Sec. 13. Section two hundred seventy-five point eighteen 

8 (275.18), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

9 275.18 SPECIAL ELECTION CALLED--TIME. When the boundaries 

10 of the territory to be included in a proposed school 

11 corporation and the number and method of the election of the 

12 school directors of such proposed school corporation have 

13 been determined as herein provided, the area education agency 

14 administrator with whom such petition is filed shall call 

15 a special election in such proposed school corporation within 

16 thirty days from the date of the final determination of such 

17 boundaries, but no later than December thirty-first, and serve 

~ 18 notice on the county commissioner of elections of the county 

19 in the proposed school corporation which has the greatest 

• 

20 taxable base in the proposed school corporation. The county 

21 commissioner of elections shall give notice of the election 

22 by one publication in the same newspaper in which previous 

23 notices have been published regarding the proposed school 

24 reorganization, and in addition thereto, if more than one 

25 county is involved, by one publication in a legal newspaper 

26 in each county other than that of the first publication, which 

27 publication shall be not less than four nor more than twenty 

28 days prior to the election. In the case of districts located 

29 in more than one county, no notice for an election shall be 

30 published until the time for appeal, which shall be the same 

31 as that provided in section 285.12, has expired; and in the 

32 event of an appeal, not until the same has been disposed of. 

33 Sec. 14. Section two hundred seventy-five point twenty 

34 (275.20), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

35 275.20 SEPARATE VOTE IN EXISTING DISTRICTS. The voters 
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l shall vote separately in each existing school district affected 

2 er-~e~~ieR-~he~ee~ and voters residing in the entire existing 

3 district are elic;rible to vote upon the proposition to create 

4 such new school corporation. 6eheel-a±s~r±e~s-affee~ee-er 

5 per~±eH-~heree~-she±±-be-defiHed-~e-meaH-~ha~-area-±Re±~ded 

6 w±~h±R-~he-be~Haaries-ef-~fie-~re~esed-Hew-sehee±-eer~ere~ieR 7 

7 e~ee~~-~he~-where-e-~er~ieH-e£-eH-e~±s~±H~-sehee±-e±s~r±et 

8 e~erat±H~-a-hi~h-sehee±y-er-~~ra±-±Hde~eRdeRt-sehee±-dis~~±et 

9 e~-e±~ht-see~±eRs-er-mere-e~era~iH~-a-sehee±-~ermea-~~ie~ 

10 te-May-±e7-±95~ 7 -is-iRe±~aed-wi~h±H-~he-be~Raar±es-ef-~he 

ll ~re~esee-Rew-sehee±-eer~era~ieH7-~hat-af£eeted-sehee±-distriet 

12 sha±±-be-aef±Hed-as-tha~-existiR~-d±str±et-withiR-eRa-withe~t 

13 the-~re~esed-Rew-sehee±-eer~e~a~ieR7-aHe-±H-s~eh-dis~riets 

14 the-entire-dis~r±et-sha!±-ve~e~ If the proposition receives 

15 a majority of the votes cast in each of at least seventy-five 

16 percent of the said districts, and also a majority of the 

17 total number of votes cast in all of said districts, the 

18 proposition shall be deemed carried. Previded7-hewever,-tha~ 

19 ±~-twe-er-mere-ef-the-sefiee±-eistriets-effee~ed-have-a-resideRt 

20 avera~e-dai±y-a~tendaRee-±H-~~b!ie-sefiee±s-ef-~hree-h~nd~ed 

21 er-mere-~~~i±s-wfie-were-eHrel±ea-iR-~~b±±e-sefiee±s-in-~fie 

22 ~reeediR~-sehee±-year7-~he-~re~esi~±eR-m~st-a±se-~eee±ve-a 

23 ma;er±~y-ef-~he-vetes-eas~-iH-eeeh-e~-said-distr±ets-iH-erder 

24 te-be-deemed-ea~ried7-aH6-±H-s~eh-dist~ie~s-the-eHtire-existiR~ 

25 d±str±et-she±±-vete~ 

26 Sec. 15. Section two hundred seventy-five point twenty-

27 five (275.25), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

28 275.25 ELECTION OF DIRECTORS. If the proposition to 

29 establish a new corporation carries under the method 

30 hereiHabeve provided a-s~eeia±-e±eetieH-sha±±-be-ea±±ed-by 

31 the-area-ed~eatieH-e~eHey-adm±nistrate~~--~he-adm±Ris~rater 

32 sha±±-Het±~y-the-ee~Rty-eefflfflissieHer-e~-e±ee~ieRs-whe-sha±± 

33 ~~b±~sh-Hee~ee-by-eHe-~~b~±eae±eH-iH-ehe-same-Hews~a~er-~R 

34 wh~ek-the-£ermer-Hetiees-we~e-~~b~ishea~--At-s~eA, the board 

35 of the reorc;ranized district shall consist of the members of 

-9-

• 

• 

• 



• 

• 

• 

l the boards of the districts involved in the reorganization 

2 who are residents of the reorganized district until their 

3 successors are elected at the second regular school elect1on 

4 held thereafter. Terms of office of such members shall be 

5 extended beyond their expiration to the organizational meeting 

6 after the second regular school election held thereafter. 

7 Vacancies occurring on the board during the period shall be 

8 filled by appointment by the remaining members. 

9 At the next succeeding regular school election, two 

10 directors shall be elected to serve until the next regular 

ll election, two until the second, and one until the third regular 

12 election thereafter, except in districts which include all 

13 or part of a city of fifteen thousand or more population and 

14 in districts in which the proposition to establish a new 

corporation provides for seven directors, three directors 15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

shall be elected to serve until the third regular election 

thereafter, all of whom to serve until such time as their 

successors are elected and qualif~ed. Provided, however, 

that in all community school districts which include a city 

of fifteen thousand or more population and which became 

effective prior to July 4, 1955, and in all community school 

districts containing a city which has attained a population 

23 of fifteen thousand or more as shown by the most recent 

24 decennial federal census, the board of directors shall consist 

25 of seven members. Where it becomes necessary to increase 

26 the membership of any such board under the provisions hereof, 

27 two directors shall be added according to the procedure 

28 described in section 277.23. The county board of supervisors 

29 shall canvass the votes and the county commissioner of 

30 elections report the results to the area education agency 

31 administrator who shall notify the persons who are elected 

32 directors. ~fie-new-bea~a-shai±-e~~ani2e-witfiin-fif~een-eays 

33 fe±±ewiR~-~fieif-eiee~ieR-~peR-eall-ef-efie-aam±n±s~ra~ef7 

34 ~fie-Rew-~eafa-e£-a±fee~efs-sfiall-fiave-eem~le~e-een~fe~-e£ 

35 ~fie-emp±eyffien~-e£-all-pefsennel-£ef-~fie-Rew±y-£efmea-eemm~ni~y 
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l ~ehee~-cl±s~~±e~-£e~-the-en~tiin~-~ehee!-yea~~--Fe%%ew±n~-the 

2 e~~an±2atien-ef-the-new-hea~6-they-~ha%%-have-atlthe~ity-te 

3 establ±sh-~e±iey7 -e~~ani2e-etl~~ietl±tlm7 -enter-±nte-een~~aets 

4 ana-e~ffi~±ete-stleh-ethe~-~~annin~-ana-eake-stieh-aet±en-a~-i~ 

5 essent±a%-£er-the-e££±eient-mana~ement-e£-the-new±y-£e~mee 

6 eemmtin±~y-~ehee±-clist~iet~ 

7 Previaea7 -heweve~7 -in-ea~e~-inve±vin~-twe-aistriets-en%y, 

8 whe~e-tfie-~e~tl±atien-e£-the-new-eistriet-eees-net-e~eeee-the 

9 ~~ti±atien-e£-the-mere-~~ti±eti~-e£-saia-eistriet~-by-mere 

10 than-twenty-£ive-~ereent7 -the-inetlmhent-heara-members-e£-saia 

ll mere-~e~tl±etls-distriet-sha±l-eentintle-te-he±a-e££iee-as-the 

12 eireeters-e£-the-new-aistr±et-fer-the-rema±neer-e£-their 

13 e%eetive-terms~ Section 49.8, subsection 4 shall not be 

14 construed to permit a director to remain on the board of any 

15 school district after the effective date of a boundary change 

16 which places the director's residence outside the boundaries 

17 of the district. Vacancies so caused on any board shall be 

·"·"'-18 filled in the manner provided in sections 279.6 and 279.7. 

19 Sec. 16. Section two hundred seventy-five point thirty-

20 three (275.33), Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

21 275.33 CONTRACTS NOT AFFECTED. 

22 1. The terms of employment of superintendents, principals, 

23 and teachers, for any-etirrent the school year following the 

24 effective date of the formation of the new district shall 

25 not be affected by the formation of the new district, except 

26 in accordance with the provisions of sections two hundred 

,r,f 27 seventy-nine point fifteen (279.15) through two hundred 
5'~--~,.. ...... 

28 seventy-nine point eighteen (279.18) and two hundred seventy-

29 nine point twenty-four (279.24) of the Code. 

30 2. The collective bargaining agreement of the district 

'?3;. 31 with the largest basic enrollment, as defined in section four 

32 hundred forty-two point four (442.4) of the Code, in the new 

33 district shall continue in full force and effect until a 

.34 successor agreement is negotiated and the employees of the 

.35 other districts involved in the formation of the new district 
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1 shall automatically be accreted to the bargaining unit of 

2 that collective bargaining agreement without further action 

-3 by the public employment relations board. If only one 

4 

5 

6 

7 

collective bargaining agreement is in effect among the 

districts which are party to the reorganization, then that 

agreement shall continue in full force and effect until a 

successor agreement is negotiated, and the employees of the 

8 other districts involved in the formation of the new district 

9 shall automatically be accreted to the bargaining unit of 

10 that collective bargaining agreement without further action 

11 by the public employment relations board. 

12 Sec. 17. Chapter two hundred seventy-five (275}, Code 

13 1977, is amended by adding the following new section: 

14 NEW SECTION. ALTERNATIVE METHOD FOR ELECTION OF DIRECTORS. 

15 1. As an alteEnative to the method specified in section 

16 two hundred seventy-five point twenty-five (275.25} of the 

17 Code for electing directors in a newly-formed community school 

~ 18 district, the procedure specified in this section may be used. 

• 

19 2. The boards of the old school district with the largest 

20 population involved in the merger shall designate four 

21 directors to be retained as members of the board of the newly-

22 formed district. Other school districts involved in the 

23 merger shall each be allowed to retain directors in proportion 

24 to the ratio that the population of the former school district 

25 bears to the most populous district involved in the merger, 

26 except that no district involved in the merger shall retain 

27 less than one director. 

28 3. If the procedure in subsection two (2} of this section 

29 results in four members being retained from the largest 

30 district involved in the merger and only a single member from 

31 the other district involved in the merger, the reorganization 

32 petition may specify that the distribution of the board members 

33 who are retained from the districts involved in the merger 

34 be five to one, five to two, or six to one . 

35 4. If the total number of directors determined under sub-
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1 section tt~o ( 2) or three ( 3) of this section is an odd number, 

2 the boarJ of the district with the largest population shall 

3 designate the term of office of one of the members who is 

4 retai:1cd to commence at the organizational meeting of the 

5 board of the newly-formed district and to end at the 

6 organizational meeting following the fourth regular school 

7 election held thereafter in the manner specified in the 

8 reorganization petition. 

9 If the total number of directors determined under subsection 

10 two (2) or three (3) of this section is an even number, that 

11 number of directors shall function until a special election 

12 car, be held, at which time an additional director shall be 

13 elected to a term from the newly-formed district ending at 

14 the organizational meeting following the fourth regular school 

15 election held thereafter. The procedure for calling the 

16 special election shall be the procedure specified in section 

17 two hundred seventy-five point twenty-five (275.25) of the 

18 Code. 

19 5. The boards of directors of other school districts which 

20 are involved in the merger which have three or more directors 

21 who are retained, shall each designate two of the directors 

22 who are retained to serve terms that expire at the 

23 organizational meeting following the second regular school 

24 election held thereafter. All other directors who are retained 

25 shall serve terms that expire at the organizational meeting 

26 following the third regular school election held thereafter. 

27 6. At the second regular school election held after the 

28 effective date of the merger, the two vacancies which will 

29 occur on the board shall be filled in a manner specified in 

30 :he reorganization petition. 

31 7. At the third regular school election held after the 

32 effective date of merger, if a five-member board is specified 

33 in the reorganization petition, two directors shall be elected 

34 in the manner specified in the reorganization petition and 

35 if a seven-member board is specified in the reorganization 
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~ 1 petition, four directors shall be elected, two for one-year 

2 terms and two for three-year terms, in the manner specified 

3 in the reorganization petition. 

• 

• 

4 8. The board of the newly-formed district shall organize 

5 within forty-five days after the approval of the merger upon 

6 the call of the area education agency administrator. The 

7 new board shall have control of the employment of all personnel 

8 for the newly-formed district for the ensuing school year. 

9 Following the organization of the new board the board shall 

10 have authority to establish policy, organize curriculum, enter 

11 into contracts and complete such planning and take such action 

12 as is essential for the efficient management of the newly-

13 formed community school district. 

14 Section forty-nine point eight (49.8), subsection four 

15 (4), of the Code shall not permit a director to remain on 

16 the board of a school district after the effective date of 

17 a boundary change which places the director's residence outside 

18 the boundaries of the district. Vacancies so caused on any 

19 board shall be filled in the manner provided in sections two 

20 hundred seventy-nine point six (279.6) and two hundred seventy-

21 nine point seven (279.7) of the Code. 

22 Sec. 18. Section two hundred eighty point fifteen (280.15), 

23 Code 1977, is amended to read as follows: 

24 280.15 JOINT EMPLOYMENT AN l SHARING. Any two or more 

25 public school districts may jointly employ and share the 

26 services of any school personnel, or acquire and share the 

27 use of classrooms, laboratories, equipment and facilities. 

28 Classes made available to students in the manner provided 

29 in this section shall be considered as complying with the 

30 requirements of section two hundred seventy-five point one 

31 (275.1) of the Code relating to the maintenance of twelve 

32 grades by a school district. 

33 Sec. 19. Chapter two hundred ninety-seven (297), Code 

"34 1977, is amended by adding the following new section: 

35 NEW SECTION. Before an election is held on the issuance 
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1 of general obligation bonds for the construction or renovation 

2 of any school building, the board shall inform the board of 

3 the area education agency in which the school district is 

4 locatr.d. The chairperson of the area education agency shall 

5 call a meeting of the boards of directors of the school 

~~·:-6 district proposing the issuance of general obligation bonds, 

7 the boards of school districts contiguous to that school 

8 district, and the board of the area education agency, for 

9 the purpose of discussing enrollment trends of that school 

10 district and school districts contiguous to it and solutions 

ll to the enrollment changes Ln the various school districts, 

12 including the possibility of school district reorganization. 

13 The chairperson of the board of the area education agency 

14 shall preside at the meeting unless the chairperson is a 

15 resident of the school district proposing the issuance of 

16 general obligation bonds. In that case, the vice chairperson 

17 shall preside at the meeting. 

18 Following discussion at the meeting, the board of directors 

19 of the area education agency shall meet to make recommendations 

20 concerning alternative solutions to the construction or 

21 renovation of the school building which shall be made to the 

22 school district proposing to issue general obligation bonds. 

23 The school district shall consider the recommendations 

24 of the board of the area education agency before setting a 

25 date for the election to authorize the issuance of general 

26 obligation bonds. 
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·HOw"SE FILE 2359 
S-5396 
1 House File 2359 as amended, passed and 

~.1 ·· · ll.·nes 33 ~~rough 
2 r~pri~~~d, page 14, 

?age ~5, line 26. 
..... s"':.r!..<!.:-lq 

3 

S-55% F:::LED 

.>..?!IIL 1?, 1978 

S-5681 

HOt:SE FILE 2359 

BY :<AY ':.WLCR 
C. JOSC:P~ COLE!·!.~..:'< 

CALVI~1 0 .. ~t.:~T:1..lt:.~ 

SZRL E .. PRIEBE 
JOH::.l N. NYSTROM 
I~ILO MER.:U:TT 

1 Amend House File 2359, as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 15, by striking lines 5 through 8 and 
4 i~serting in lieu thereof the words "call a meeti~g 
5 of the area education agency ~oard and the school 
6 district far•. 

S-5681 FILED C<~z;..,< s/;) !5'. ;.;:,_.) 

APRIL 26, 1978 
BY RAY TAYLOR 

--------

I. 

10 

HO'JSE FILE 2359 

S-5682 

1 
2 
3 
4 
s 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

.. 21 
22 
23 
24 

Amend House File 2359, as amended, passed and 
reprinted by the House, as follows: · 

1. Page 11, by striking lines 21 through 35. 
2. Page 12, by striking lines l through ll and 

inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
"275.33 CONTRACTS N9~·AFFEe~EB. The terms of 

employment of superintendents, principals, and 
teachers, for any cutrent school year shall not be 
affected by_the formation of the new dis~rict. If 
a school district has entered into a collecti~e 

=arcainina aareement ~ith its employees and ~rior 
to the date upon which t~e agreement excires the 
school district is reorganized under this chapter, 
the collective bar9ain~nq aereement shall be termincted 
uoon the date the reorQanized school district comes 
into existence and an emPloyee organization ~ay begin 
the· recert~ficati~ri ~~ocess as provided in chapter 
twe~ty.(20) of the Code." 

3. Page 12, by inserting before li~e 12 the 
following: 

nAdministrators emoloved bv the board oi tCe 
reorcanized district shalL be probationary ·administra­

.tors und~r.·the.~rovisi6~s of"·section two hundred .. 
seventy-nine ooint twenty-four (279.24) ·of the Cadi;~ 

... ·. 

S-5682 FILED ~,....... .s-,1, (if' /,i;/'i'j 

. APRIL 26, 197 8 
BY RAY TAYLDR 



HOUSE FILE 2359 

S-5836 
l Amend House File 2359, as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the House as follows: 
3 1. Page 11, line 31, by striking lines 31 and 
4 32 and inserting in lieu thereof the words "with the 
5 largest number of employees in the certified 
6 bargaining unit in the new''. 
7 2. Page 12, line 3, by striking the word "If" 
S and inserting in lieu thereof the figure and word: 
9 "3. I=". 

10 3. Page 12, line 11, by inserting after the word 
11 nboard." the words "aowever, if the number of emoloyees 
12 of the other districts involved to be accreted to the 
13 bargaining unit is greater than the number of em~loyees 
14 in the bargaining unit whose agreement is in effect 
15 at the time of the reorganization, the collective 
16 bargaining agreement shall be terminated upon the 
17 date the reorganized school district comes into 
18 existence and an emoloyee organization may begin the 
19 recertification process as orovided in chapter twenty 
20 (20) of the Code." 

.. -

S-5836 FILED & LOST(~. /2/<r}. BY RAY TAYLOR 
MAY 8, 1978 

HOUSE FILE 2359 

S-5838 

1 Amend-House File 2359 as amended passed and 
2 reprinted by the House as follows: ' 
3 l. Page ll, line 18/ by striking t.'le words 
4 ~d ~igures "sections 279.6 and 279.7" and inserting 
5 ~n l~eu thereof the words and figures "see~~efts section 
6 279.6 aftd~~T9~T". 

S-5838 FILED & ADOPTED 
MAY 8, 1978 

BY RICF.ARD F. DRAKE 
.JOHN SCOTT 

SENATE ~~ENDMENT TO 
HOUSE FILE 2359 

H-65 77 

~~end House Fi!e 2359 as amended, passed and 
repr~~ted by ~~e House as follows; 
". 1 • P~ge 1:, line 18, ~y stri.~ing be .,ords and 

4 ~~g~re~ se:tlo~s 2i9.6 ~nd 2i9.7~ and insertina in 
5 l1eu t...'1ereoz the words and figu:r-es "••-t-i-.,. .. 411 se~ ..... .:

0
,., 

6 2 79.6 ene--2-t~-:-.::;u. .... -- _ ....... _ -- .. 

7 2 oage · • ' .,. · • • ..... - • ; ::> ~ ny strl..,~ng lines 5 through 8 and 
8 l.nse~dng l.n l~eu ~hereof t.'le words .. "call a meeting 
9 of th~ area educatl.on agency board and the school 

10 d1st~1ct far~. 

Fi-6577 FILED 
RECEiv'"ED FROM 
MAY 9, 1978 

> '-
~ ~- I ..; ..; .::, ' v / ~ 

SE:-IATE 



cOt:SE .~.!-!ENCMENT TO SEN.'I.TE .=1...\!END!-lE::lT TO 

EOt:SE FILE 2359 

3- = 867 

1 &~e~d t~e Ser.ate axendment, H-6577, to Hc~se Fi:e 
2 2359 as a~ended, passad and repri~ted by t~e Ho~se, 
3 as follo~.,o~s; 
4 ~. By i~serti~g after line 2 the ~allowing: 
5 "1.. ?age 8, by st'!:"iking li~es 14 th:::-ough 20 and 
6 inse=~ing in lieu thereof the ltJords "adrninist:::at:Jr 
7 witb whc~ s~ch petition is filed shall ea::-:-s~ee~c~ 
8 e~e~~~e~-~~-e~e~-~~e~e~ed-ee~es;-ee~~e~a~~e~-~~~~~~ 
9 ~~;:e1-d:t9-§~e~-~~e-~aee-ee-~~e-e±~a:-~e~e~~~~a~~e~ 

lO 
ll 
12 
13 
14 
1 --"' .!.5 
l7 
18 

20 
21 
22 

ef-~~e~-~e~~6~~~e~-ae~-se~¥e give ~ri~ten not!ce e~ 
of ':.he pr':lposed date of the elec-.....:.on to the county 
cor.wissio~e~ of electic~s ct the cour.~y in ~te ;ro?osed 
SChool cor:;oration rNhich has the g~ea::est. ta:-:ab:;_e 
basa ~~~~he-~~e~eee~-~e~ee:-ee~~e~=~~e~ ~~e~ei~. 
7he ?ro~osee date shall be as sec~ as possible pu=sua~t 
to se:::..ic~s ~n.l.r-c·{ :-;.~ne col~'= ~ ....... c (39.2), s-:..:bsect.:oz:s 

I ' ' \ J..; 

subse~~:or.s o::e (l) a~d two (2), of tha Cede, but 

2. Ey 
3. By 

a.rne:-:d~e:-. t. 

T~e coun::yn .. u 

s~=i~lng ~~nes 7 thro~;n lO; 
re~umbe=i~g succeeCing sectior.s of the 
accordi:1g1y. 

S-5367 F!L.E:; 
\.1'., ,, : ,.., 
.~ ... -\...I l.9 7 8 



2 
3 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
1 1 
1 2 
1 3 
1 q 
1 5 
1 6 
i7 
1 8 

HOt:SE !"IU 2359 

Amend :.he Senate amend..-nent, H-657i, t.o Hcuse ?ile 
2359 as ~~ended, ?assed a~d ~e?rinted by the Reuse, 
as fol :ows: 

1. By inser~ing after line 2 the following: 
"1. Page 8, by st=iki~g li~es 14 throus~ 2G and 

i:1se:::---:.i!1g i:-. lie1,.1 thereof the ... ,orCs '1 aCrli:J.is~ratc!"" 

'Nith when such ?etit~on is fil~ sha~l e:~i~a-9~ee~a~ 
e:ee~~e~-~~-s~e~-~~e~eserl-~eh~e~-eer~e~a~~e~-w~~~i~ 
~ft~~~y-d~s-f~e~-~~e-dc~e-e§-~~e-£~~;~-ee~e~~~d~±e~ 

e€-sHe~-ee~~ee~~e~-a~d-ee~e give written notice a~ 
of the orooosed Cate o: t~e elgc~ion ~o the co~nt.y 
cornmisslcne~ cf elec~ions of ~he cc~,~y in the propcsed 
school corporation which has the greatest ta~able 
base ~H-~~e-~~e~e~e~-~ehee~-eo~~e~a~i~~ the~eir.. 
The proposed date shall be as soo~ as possible ~ursuant 
~o sections ~hir~y-n.:!le pci!'lt t~vo (39.2), subsectl.cns 
one (1) and two (2), anC fortv-sever. ~oint six {~7.6) 
subsec~icns cne (1) and t~ ..... o (2), of tS.e CoC.e, but 

19 :1ot late:- tha~ Dece.r:tber tl':i:-tv-:i.rs't. T~e cou~"t.Y"." 

20 2. 3y renurnber~~g succeed~~g sections o~ t~e 
21 amend~enL acco~dincly. 

'"-~"9Q "'~~-.-, ¥ Qj'/~·BV 
•• "'.,., J • 1.~...., 7/ v ~ ~C~RCE c: Des ~cines 
.\l..!._Y 9 I .!.9i8 

~-6616 

2 
3 

HCCSE F:LE 2359 

~~end H-5577, Sen~ta ~~e~~~ent 

2359, as follows: 
1. By striking lines 7 th;o~s~ 

H-oe15 2r~~~ ~~oBY nO~~ of ~inn 
:-!.'-. y : J ' : 9., s ( p. 23?:) 

t.o House 

10 .. 

?.il; 
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J\N ACT 

RELATING TO REORGANIZATJ'ON' PROCP.DIJRf\S f"OR SCfi<JOL DISTRICTS. 

BE IT Et>'ACU:l) BY THI<: GBNfo:RAL ASSB~BLY OF TH~ STA'J'E Of IOWA: 

Section 1. Section t~o,,-o hundn~d fi tty-seven point t;.•cnt}•­

fivc (257,2S), subsection eleven (11}, unnot'lbcred po.raqraph 

one (1), code \977, is antf!nded to read as follows: 

The a.tate board of public instruction shnll rcl"'ove for 

c.Juse, after due i.nvestig.::ttion lind not.ice, any school or 

school district frorn the approved list which fi:lils to corr1ply 

.,ith such approval standards i:lOd rulca. in the tr>anne1· prescribed 

in this subsection. The statt:: board shall allow a reasonctblo 

period of tunc after notification of noncompliancC', not to 

exceed the follo...,.in9 school yf.:!ar, for compliance with such 

approval standards and rules. if-the-~~he~i-~-r-~eheel-eHstrtet 

t~-makfft~-e-,~e&-feith-e4fer~-an~-s~e~tantta~-~re~re~s-t~~r5 

f~i*-ee~~l~aftee-an&-if-~fte-4ai~ure-te-ee~ly-~e-d~e-~¢-f&~ter~ 

heyon8-tke-e~fttY~t-~f-~he-heard-ef-~ireeter~-er-,e¥~Y~tn, 

he~y-ef-B~eh~seheel-~r-eeke¢i-dt~trie~-~~di~~Ofto~-ti~~-Mfty 

he-~~4fttedT--ift-oliev•~~-e~eh-ti~e-f~r-e~~iiftftee?-the-be~r« 

~ho%i-feii~w-eeneie~e~t-~~iietee;-tahtn~-iftt~-oeee~ftt-~he 

e~re~etanee~-ef-eoeh-ea~e.--~he-reoeeftah4e-peried-ef-tt~~ 

fer-eo~pitaf"'ee-~haii-ft~t-e~eeed-the-eft~-year-noti~e-re~ft~re~ent 

of-euhseet~~n-~i~ 

Sec. 2. Section t.,.·o hundred seventy-five point. one (275,1 l, 

Code 1977, i.s amend~d to r:~ari as follows: 

275.1 DI-:CLARATION OF POLTCY--SURVEYS. It is declared 

to bo Uw poliC}' of the state to ~ncouragc ._,he-ree'l't!lftfttt!atien 

ef-eeheei-dietriete-*nte-s~eh-~nt .. s-a~-~re-fteee"ftary, 
econorni.cal and efficient and ~o.?l diRlricts -...·hich wlll 

insure nn equal educational opportun.it.y to all chilJr-.~n of 

the statf'. All nreo ~ of t.he st.ato sh~ll r.e in school 

• • 
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di.strkcts tMi.ntaining twelve grades. If any school dist.rict 

ceases to lltdintain t"'·eh•e grades, it shall 1""<1!1'1Je-with-a 

eoft~-ifJttOtte-~eheoi-dtft~'t'-i:e~ reorqcmize withln six months or 

the state board shall attach the school district not 

naint~ininq twelve qrade~ to 8-een~i~ttette another district. 

\'olontl!r;' rcorq.anizations undor this chaptC>r shall be commenced 

~-the affected school di.str~cts arc contiquo:>os to one 

anothor. ~ reorganized district sh4ll ~et the requirements 

of section two hundred seventy- five point thn~e (275. 3) of 

the Codo. 

If a district is attached, division of {l.Ssets and 

liabilities shall be made as provid~d in sections 27S, 29 to 

275.11. The area education agency bo&rds Mfty-~n*t•ate shall 

develop detailed studies and surveya of the school districts 

within the area education a~Jency and .!ld adjacent territory 

for the purpose of ~e.et~ft~ providing for reorganization 

of school districts in order to effQct wore economical 

operation and the <lt ta i.nrnent of higher st.andar:ds of ~duca ti on 

in the schools. Tho plans shall be revised periodically to 

reflect reorqanlzntions which ma)' have taken Place it'l the 

area cdu~ation agency and 3djacent territory. 

Sec. J. Section two hundred seventy-five point two (275.2}, 

Code \97 7 1 is amended to read as follows : 

275.2 SCOPE OP SURVEYS. The scope of such studies and 

surveys shall include the follo·,..ing ro.atters in the various 

districts in the eo~ty nrca education agency and all districts 

adjacent to the area education agency: Tho adequacy of tho 

educational program, average daily attendance of pupils, 

property valuations, existin9 buildings and equipment, natural 

COL~unity areaa, road conditions, transportation, economic 

!actors, individual attention qiven to the needs of students, 

the opportunity of st.udents to participate in a wide variety 

~~~~ related t.o the t.Ot<ll dcvelopro.cnt of the student, 

.and such other lt'&ttcrs ttlal tnay bear on educational programs 

tr~eting ninimum. st.<lndards requited by l<lw. 

:z: :n 
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Sec. 11. ::>ectiO!l two hundn:d £Jcvcnt.y-flve po1nt three 

Code~ 197'1, is amended to t·ead l\S follo\oo"a: (2 "}~. 3) ' 

27~. 3 ,\\lNIHU,'-: 3TAND,\RDS. ~o new sct1ool diutrict sn~l~ 

bl• pl<tnncd by Jon ,u(!a ccll.lC:c"ll".ion <l(jcncy board nor shall J.ny 

:>ropoli<ll fn1· creation or 0nlarq£":ner:t of any sci·.~,:)~ d:.at.r~--.:t 

be ,l?provc~d l:.:i' an <lrca f'ducation ag(.•ncy OO.:.rd or uubni tt:l:d 

to <..•.lectot·s unless there re:~ide within the lH"OPO~>ed lirrits 

oJ ::.uc:1 di!.>trict :tt lQast thrP.t~ hundred pP.rsons of sdh>:"!l 

ac.;e · .. ·ho '.-Jere enrolled in public !'lC!IOOls in t.he pr~cecii:-J1 

school yul\1". l•novi,;ec;, ho· .. ·ever, th.1t· u~e stat<.: :~upcrintcndl·mt 

of public in::.t.!"UCtlon sh~ll h.:1vc: aut.hurity to •JI""''t p~r:ni!Jsio)n 

1:<' an area <:ciuc;\t.l.or: asency bo:u:d to <i.ppi·ovc thO! (c,n·.aticn 

ot· ~nLu·qePcnt. of a !;Chco! dis~.r~ct. containing a lo-...·er scho:'l 

,.8J'>:t~ftt!t-el'\ l:n;·vLn·>;:p_!: t.h.ln ftb~ve-p•"vhted. ~i n~d . .l_n____!h.!..! 

~t!\:.._':..i:_~~ Oil t.h~~ Wt")tt.C:l r~qUO!St. Of !iU<:h <\l't~<l P.dtl::,ltl.On ,l•Jt:n<;y 

board if !.>uch ro.Y}u~~t>t i ~~ aC:::O!":"IlMnied ;,y evidP.nce tending to 

!>hO\o.' that sparsl.~~y of population, n.::.tura~ barril:r:; or other. 

t.;o .. xl n:ason Jll..lkes it irr?rac~i.calolc to I"I)O!t. ~e:td ~:._t:~~ schc:ol 

~~ptt-l\"'O!~e" enrc~.~~;!_:..:_Q!:_ re:JU i rP.:nP.nt.. 

SP.c. S. Scct~N·. two hundl"ed !">~vc~nty-fivf! po~nt four 

(275. ~o), llnnuml)i.H:~d par!lqr<lph on1~ ( 1), C:od<! 1977, ia a.i":"lend<"!d 

t.o road as fol.lo·,.os: 

In I'WI.It2:"~-ftny ~lev~~i~~ studies J.:.d sur·vcy~; the a::·ea 

udu....:atl.on .1gency hoar.:l !lhttl.l ·~Cll!';\l}t. Wlt.h t.he officl.,l~s of 

affcct.c6 dl.:-~t.l·ict.s ar,d other o;i~·.i:>:~:t!;, <tr:d sh;!.ll ft·om tine 

to t:i'"~~ L)lJ pt.:.blic h<..·arinq!"., and rr<.~.y crnpllly scch rc:;carc-h 

and ether c13!Ji:.>t<tnc<: i::I.S :.t. r,ay :ie~·~rrninc n~:tsonc>bly :'l(,Cf!:2-Sc1rj' 

U\ order to ~ropt~rly c.1rry on l~:s eurvP.y and (:repat·t~ dt~fin~to.) 

;)lan<> of t"HOrganl<:3'~lO:""I. 

s~c. (:. Se<:tio:-J t: .. ·o .1undred Sl\'tor.-:.y-f:•n: ~oi1~t fom· 

(2JS. !I}, uonui"1H:rc-d P<Hc!.qraph tw0 (2), '.::t:de 19"1"/ 1 l.S ,lrrc;,::.ec: 

by s~r~':.llhJ th(~ pa!"<HJraph c111d ir.sc1·ting i.r lieu th0rc~of the 

followl.nq: 

Ir. Mldit".lOr:, tho:.: area eduGc1t . .10n d<Jency b:lar<!. shc1ll <..'On­

sult ~o,·.itn the Ullf"IHl.nt.onci~nt of p.1bllc in:.tr:u.:-tlon 111 the 

• • 
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development of surveys and plans. The superintondent of 

public inut.ruction shall provide assl.stancc to the area 

educ:~.tion <!.9l~ncr boards as re<;uest.ed and shall advi:~c ~he 

.:\rea oducation ag~ncy boards concPrning plans of contiguous 

area t:!ducation agencies and the roorgani?.ation policies adopted 

;)'j toe st..:.te Ooard of public inst-ruction. 

Corr,:Jh.:tcd plans sh,>ll b~ transmitted !>J' the area educa­

tH.m .:HJency boan: to thP. superintP.ndent of publl.c inst.ruc­

tlon. 

S.oG, 7, Sf~·~tion two hundred aevf!nty-fivc point fivt'! 

(275.5), Code 197'1, is amended by !.>tri'dng the .c;ectior. and 

tnlio:·~liHJ Ln l.i~~u thereof the fo1lo,.·ing: 

275,5 PROPOSALS FOR MERGER ()}{ CONSOLlDATIO~, Any proposal 

ior ~r ')e r, ~.-'On:.>ol ida t: i. on 1 or t:oundc"lry chanc;e of loca 1 schco l 

~i.st.r!ctR lih.:.ll first. l:~ submi th:d to tho a roil educc\tion 

<~g~nc-y b:)ard foll owinq tlw procedure prescri bP.d in this chap­

ter. F'ol.lo-.dn9 t·ecoipt of a FOtition purauant to suction 

t:wo hundred seventy-five point. twel\•c (275, 12) of the Code, 

the c""lr~:~ cducat-.ior. agency board a-hall rcvio·,.. 1t10 plans and 

;~ctorm.ine · .. ·hetlwr the ;.atl.tion cofl'plies with the plans which 

l'.ad b.-..: en adopted by the toard, If the peti.ti.on doc!"> not core-

ply with t.Jc plc\11$ w(lich had bct;n adopted by the Coard, the 

hoard shall condut":t hu·tlwr !>urvcys pursu.:mt to section two 

t-.undrcd S<..~\'~nty-Hve point four (275.~) of the COdt; prlor 

to tht..• <!ato uet for the ;,earing upon the petition, 

Sec. 8. Seeti;m t·,..o h;.Indr~d seventy-five point ei.ght 

(2"15. 8), um~umbered parnqrapl·. one ( 1) and subsectio<~ two (2), 

Co :It'! 19·17, <He a:ncncied t.o read as follows: 

275.8 \.0-0PRAATlOI~ OF S'l"A':'J! m:PARTMEN1'--PLAN~ING 0011\T 

DISTRICTS. 'f1'1e-'lltate-de!'ert~aP.ftt- ei-~e.hi!:~-!:ftetro:\et. ten-~kai-1: 

ee-eren~.~e-w-tot.h-tltl~-~e¥~rn-l-t\Yee:-e8e.ee:t~on-a~el'tey-b"n'l'd.~-+" 

J'lta~-i:r.,-sO!"'dte!!.-ftn,f-e"rvey!h l~i.1n:li.n(,l of joi.nt. d~str.l<:ts sh.1~ 1 

r~~"!.._~91\dU<.:tCd in ~he $c~:nP. IU:lr.<.~r a.!'> _pJ.anni.nCl for single 

~H!ltricts, exGf!pt_!_~_£F2.YJdcd in t.his section. Studios and 

SUE__v~:~ .re_lat.inq to t.he plann"inu of JOlnt dlatrict.s shall 

• 
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be filed with the area educat~_on aqency in which one of tl}f 

district~ i!l located whi£_h has the creat.<:::>t taxable property 

ba~ In the ca~e of contro\·(~T~:>Y ovcl· tt·,(~ pl..l:lnliHJ of .ioiut. 

districts, the t"atl0:t shall be t.>ubmittP.d t.o thP. 1>l<:~t.c h::.anl 

of publi~.: instruction ;u~he!:a!. Judie~~ rcvie..., of Cl".~ its 

decision ltl.ltY be souqht in cH.:cord.lnce with tiH~ tcnns of the 

Iowa administrative proccUurc Act.. Notwithstandinq the terms 

of said Act, petitions for jwJicial rt:v.Lc;..· munt be filed 

within thirty days i.\tter the deciaion of the 1>tate board of 

~uhlic instruction. Joint di.str:icts !lhall rrcan distdct.s 

that lie Ln t.,.,.o or rrorc adjacent cucc1 oducation agencies. 

2. Adoption of such plan i::l.t a joint :~es!lion of the several 

aren education agency b:.ards in ...,·hose nre<t.'S such tet'l"itory 

is situ.:;tcd. Vote~> of each rnernl>er of an aroa ~ducat.ion nqencr 

board shall be · .. ·eiqhted so thnt the total nutnher of votes 

el,igi.ble to be cast by members of e.::tch board shall be e~ 
Sec. 9. Section two hundred seventy-five point fourteen 

(;a7S.14), Code 1977, is amended to read at; follow!i: 

275. \ll OI~JECTION--Tl~F. OF FII.I~G--NOTICE. Within ten 

days after the petition is filed, the arHa education ng~ncy 

adrniniutrntor shall fix. a final date for filing objections 

to the petition which sh<tll be not more than sixty Oa.:i.!,_aft.er 

the peti.ti.on is filed and ~>hall fix. the date f()t: a hearing_ 

2!l the _objections t() the pcti.tion. ObJection~.~...!..!_!~ filed 

Ln toe office of the administrat.or 7 -etul who shall_ giw~ notice 

ft'!~ at least: ten days prior to the fined day for ~ilinq ob)ec­

tion~. by one publiCc1t.ion in a newspap~r p~1blished within 

the territoxy described in the pet.Ltlon, or if nono 1~ 

publ'i!ihcd therein, in a ne· ... spapcr published in the county 

when~ the petition is filed, and of general circulation in 

the t~rritory described. 'i'ho notice sha!l also list the dnt.f!, 

ti.rnc, and locatiO!~ for the: hearing on the pctitiof!_~prov~~ed 

in !>e::::~ion ___ two hundred :>f!ventx-five point ~iftf!en {27S,1Sl 

~~___!he c_ode. The cost of publicat.ion shall be ausf!ss•.!d to 

each du>trict whose tf!rritory i.s involvf!d in t.hc ra.t.io that 

• • 
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the number of pupils in basi_£ enrollrnent, as defined in sect.ion 

41l2.1J in e.1ch district bears to the total number of pupils 

in ~<:. enrolltrcnt 1n the total area involved. Objections 

shall he .Ln writing .Ln the fom of an affidavit and may be 

fi'L{Ide by an}' penwn residing or owni.nq land withi.n the territory 

dc~:>cri.bed in the petition, or who would be i.njuriously affected 

by the change petitioned for <tnd shall be on file not la tor 

than u.:elvu o'cloclo: noon of the final dc1Y fixed for filinq 

objections . 
.Sec. 10. Section two hundred !leventy-five point fifteen 

(275.15), Code 1977, is .ar:1ended to raad as follo...,·s: 

27),15 HEARING--DECISION--PUBLICl\TlON 01-~ ORDY.R. en-t:he 

H"el-«iey-Httet!.-fe~-hH·n~-ee;eet:ieftl'!l At the hearing, which 

shall be held ...,.ithin ten days of the final date set for filinq 

objections, interested parties, both petitioners and objectors, 

Ir.ay pregcnt evidence and argWN'lnts, and the area education 

clqency board shall review the matter on its merits and within 

five days after the conclusion of any he.arinq, shall rule 

on the objections and shall enter an order fix.ing such 

boundaries for the propo!led school corporation as will in 

its jl.ldgr:'lent. bt! for the best interests of all p.:uties 

concernod, having due regard for the •.oelfare of adjoining 

distri.cts or di!imiss the petiti.on. 'Ihe ar·ea education agency 

board~en entering the order fi.xin<r the boundaries, shall 

eona.ider requcs_ts for boundc1ry line changes of property o-..mcrs 

who rcs•de_~m>ert)' ,,djacont to the proposed boundary 

~..!. The a4ency admini.t;t:rat.or shall at once publi.sh this 

order in thP. sarre newspaper in which the origi.nal notice was 

published. lt.'it.hin twenty days aftc:r the publication thoreof 

the decision rendered by the ,1re.a education <\gcncy hoard may 

be .1p;>oaled to the district court in the county involved by 

any ~chool district affected. For purposes of appeal, only 

those uchool dia.trict!l .:~.no filed reorqanization peu.ti.ons 

~scho_9l districts affected. 

Sec. \1, Section t.wo hvndrod sP.vcnty-fivc po.Lnt sixteen 

% 
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(l75,"16), unnumbered paraqrapfl one (1}, Cod0 1977, ia. c1tr~nd1~d 

to t·eud as follows: 

If tile territory describe~ in t.hP petition for tht! ?J'OpORl~d 

coq;o.t·c~.tion lies in m:.re than one cuc,1 l~ducution agency, the 

agency administrator .,.,·ith ..,hom ttlc p~tition is fl.led shall 

fix the lir~•e .:mC. place for 'l IH~aring and call a joint m~eting 

of the rncw::>t~rs of all the ag<..-ncy boc\rds in · .. ·hich .1ny t.crrLtory 

of Un~ propos(~d school corporation liP.s, to <tC"t cts a single 

b~ard fot· thP. hearing of thP saici objections, and a J"t<A.)orily 

of .::tll ITIP.IIIhors of the aqency lx.>ards of the diffcrunt aqenc-u:s 

1n which i:W'i part of the proposed corporation lies, ahall 

constltut'...! a quon1m. The joint bo.::trd:~ c1cting <Ui a sin9lc 

board sh.::t 11 d•~t errr.i nc l•ohe t.her the pet.i t ion <..--on form.~ to plans 

or, if the petition n~qucsts .1 change in plans, ·,.·hether such 

change should be made, and shall h.1vc the authority tc1 ch.1nc;o 

the ;>lana of any ()r all tOe area ~ducation agency boards 

afl'l~Cted by tne petition, clnd it ahall determine and fix 

boundaries fot· the propoacJ corporation as provided in sect ion 

275.15 or dismiss thP. petition. Votes of each me;nher of an 

area educat ~on .1qency t:oard shall be weiqhtcf:) so that the 

total :"lunbct:. of vote a. eligible to be ._East t>y rr.emhers of E'JlE.l~ 

~.:_oard shi:t~~--!~~ _ _<.:g__ual....:.. H()w<:vPr, i.f such joint boards cast 

a tlP vole and arc unable to .::tqrce to an order fixing t.he 

OOundaries for t.hc proposPd school district or to .::tn order 

t:o dil:~miss ~~he pctltl.on, thP tint: during wluch suc~l actions 

rr.uat he lakl~n under the provision~ of section 27S.1S :~hall 

b'...! £:xler:ded fr·ot'"l fivP days to fiftc0n d.1ys <tfter t;w conclus~on 

of the he.::tring under thl: provisions of section 27S,I5, and 

such joint :::..o<ard shall reconvene not. less t.l-.an ten and not 

more lhaf'. hfleen days after the conclusion of such he,lYl.n<J. 

1-.t. such hearing t.he joint bo.u·C ::.hi\ll rcconsid(.cr their m:t.lon 

and if a tl.<..:! vote shall aq,,in b.:.: c:asl 1t shall be dE~emed an 

order <Jl"anting llw 1-'etit.ion and chmHJl.ng th(~ plans of un)' 

und all of the .l<jenq· boards affected by the ?etition and 

f.tx.tng the boundar1eu for the proposed sch<•ol <:orporat:ior .. 

• • 
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The agency adn1.inistrator shall at once publlsh the decision 

ln the: same ne.,.·spaper .tn which the oriqinal notice was 

published, 

s~c. 12. Chapter two hunclr0d seventy-five (275), Code 

1977, is amended by i.nserting t.he following new section after 

section t· • .-o hundred seventy-five point sixteen (275. 16) of 

the Code: 

N''EW SJo:CTlON. RKYII.ING A PETITION. If .::tn area education 

atJency board cioes not approve the change in t:oundarics of 

school di::.tdcts in accordance .,.·ith a petition, an idcntlcc1l 

p-Atl.tion shAll not be refiled for .::t period of Sl.X months fol­

lowing the date of the hearing or the vote of t.hc board, 

.,.·hi.chever is later. 

Sec. n. Section two hundred seventy-five point eiqhteen 

(275.18), Code 1977, ia amended to rci:\d as follo· ... s: 

275.18 SPECIAL ELECT.ION CALLED--TIHF.. When the boundaries 

of the territory to be includl~d in a proposed school 

corporation and the n\U"!I!>er and method of the election of the 

.school directors of such proposed school corporation have 

been determined as herein provided, the area education agency 

administrutor with whol"l such petition is filed shall ea-li 

~-~reetai-~i~ett"ft-~n-e~eft-~re~e~ed-~efteel-ee~rerat'"~-w~tfttn 

etl-t 'l"ty-daye- f'l"e!'l\-t fte-de. te-ef- tfte- ~ t•u• i -eeten.i:fta tt ""-"~ -~~eh 

betu\dttrie~-a!'ld-~erve qive written notice en of the proposed 

~ate of the .. £:lection to the county corr'""issioner of elections 

of t.he county in the proposed school corporation which has 

the l/reatest taxable base tn-the-!'r"reeed-eeftef'li-eerpere.t~e!"' 

tOerc!_'l:_ _ _:!he proposed date sh<:tl.l be as soon as possible 

p;.trsuant to sections thirt:y-nine point two (39,2), subsections 

one {I) and t.,.·o (2), and for~y-sevcn point. six ('17,6), 

~ubse~tions one (1} and two (2J of ttle Code, but not later 

t.han 0'-..!cembcr thirty-first. The county co~issioncr of 

electl.ons shall give notice of the elect.ion by one publlcation 

in the satr-c newspaper in .,..hich prev1ous notices have been 

pub! ished rP.r;arding the proposed school reorguni?.ation, ancl 

• 
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in addition thereto, if w:?rc them one county i,; involV(~d, 

by one publication in ,1 lcqal newspaper in each county ot.tlcr 

than t.hat of th~ first publicat.i.on, .,...hich puLlication shall 

b~ not loss than four nor 11101'1" than twenty days prior to t.ho 

~~lcction. In thP. c:as~ of dLs':.ricl£J located in m()rC than one 

county, no noti.C<?! for an election ahall be published until 

the tir-.e for appeal, .•• :hich shall be tho ::,,1:ne .1s that provided 

in sccti.on 285.12, hc:H> expired; ;md i.n the event of .1n appcc\1, 

not until the same bas bt~en disposed of. 

Sec. 114, Section two hundred sev~nty- five poi.nt twenty 

(2'15..201, Code 1977, is an:!mi~d to read aa follows: 

275.20 SEPARATE VOTE IN 1\XIS'l'I:-lG OISTRIC!S. The voters 

shall vote $Cp,uately in each existinq :;chool distt·ict affcct<.~d 

er-~ort.-ten-~h~reef ~~~erf> n•~iditHJ it! til'-.! E-ntire cxi!~ting, 
distrlct ;He eliqiblc to __ vot~ upon the proposition to crh1te 

such new school corporation. £ehe-ei-dtet.r-let~-effeet.ed-~r 

~6~~ion-t.h~~~~f-ehnii-he-def~ned-te-~ean-that-nren-ineiud~d 

Ytt.hin-t.he-be"n8arie8-ef-the-rret~e"ed.-new-eeheel-eorpent.-teft7 
ex~e~t-t.ftat.-wher~-~-~ort.ien-~f-an-e~i~t.in1-"eheo~-dt~~ri:et. 

e~eretift,-a-ht~h-8ehoei7-er-ruwfti-t"de~endent-~eh~el-dt~trtet 

ef-et,ht-eee+.tcft~-er-~~re-erer~~-~ft~-ft-"eheel-for~ed-~r~er 
te-Hay-1ti;-~9~~.-~e-~neluded-with~n-~he-beu"dftrie~-of-t.he 
~~e~e~ed-ftew-eehe~~-eor,~ret.ten7 -t.ha~-aff6e~~ri-eeheel-d+8t.rie~ 
analt-be-defifted-n~-t~e+.-e~~~tin~-d~e~rtet-w~t.h~n-eftd-w~th~ut 
~he-~rep"se~-new-~eh~"i-eorroratto~;-aftd-tn-s~eh-d~s~rte~~ 

t.he-~n~tre-dt~triet.--eha~%-veteT If the proposltLon t'CCP.iVP.S 

a rna)Or.Lt.y of the votes cat>t in eilch of at least seventy-five 

percent of the sa.id di.st:.ru:·ts, and al::.o .:. m<ojor.Lty of the~ 
total number of vote::> cast in all of said districts, the 

proposition sh.1ll be deemed carried. PrevhJ~d.'T-i'lewe~r 7 -tha~ 
!: !:-t.wo-er-t~teYe- "-f-t. i'le- eeh~e i- ri-t !!lt.rt e+. 8- n ff ee ted- heve- e:- t"e ~i den~ 

ftverft~~-da~iy-ft~teneanee-in-~.sbl~e-~ehoe~e-oi-three-~.sndred 
or- ~re-r~tt;. i t~-wfto-we • e-enrei led- t-n -pM~ ~e- aekeol s-in- ~he 

rreeedtn~-sehoe%-year;-t.he-rre~e5tti~n-~~s~-eia~-ree~iYe-a 
•aj~rtty-ef-the-vet~~-ee~t-t~-ese~-6f-e~td-ritst~iet8-~n-e~der 

• • 
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~~-be-fteeMed-ea~rie8T-ftftd-ift-eueh-~~etrietft-the-entire-~~*5tin~ 

di~t~iet-shal~-~eteT 

Sec. 15. Section two hundred seventy-five point t .... ·enty-

five (27S.2S), Code 1977, is anended to read as follows: 

21 S. 2S ELRC'i'ION OY DIRECTORS, If the proposition to 

establish a neW' corporation carries wHler the m0thod 

ftereintl.bo'fe provided a-~pt!etfti-eieetien-ehaii-be-ee.ii.ed-by 
tke-erea-ed~eattoft-S!eftey-ftd~tnietrft~cr~--~he-sdM~~~~~rater 

sfteii-net*fr-~ne-e~~~~-ee~~•~~~efter-ef-eiee~~cne-whe-she~i 
~~~tsh-n~tiee-by-one-~~iteatieft-ift-tke-~a•e-neweperer-~n 
whteh-the-fflrl"'.er-netteee-w~re-fl~~ t~hech- -e\~-!l.sek, the bo&rd 

£_!~E':.. rcor:qanized distt·ict. sh.1l1 consist of the trembcrs of 

the lioarda of the districts i.nvolvcd in the rcorqanization 

• .• :ho are reside.nts 9'f the~rqanized district until their 

succesf.>ors are elected at the: second roqular school election 

held therec'lfter. Terrn« of office of ~<i.uch mernllers shall be 
---

extended beyond their expiration to the orqani:tational meetinq 

after the SP.cond reqular. school election held thereaft.er. 

v~canc.:i.es occurring on the board durinq the period shall be 

filled by appointrr.ent by the rotl''lininq trembers. 

At the next succeedinq r~qular achool election, two 

directors !lhall be elected to serve until the next regular 

election, t·,...o unti. 1 the second, and one until the third regular 

election there.:llftcr, except in districts which include all 

or part of a city of fifteen thousand or more population and 

in district:.s 1n which the proposition to establish a new 

corporation provides for sev'...!n directors, three directors 

nhall be elected to s<::rvo until the third reqolar election 

thereafter, all of who:n to serve until such time as thci.r 

succear.ors are elected and qualified. Provided, however 1 

that in all com:nunity school districts which include a city 

of fifteen thousand or more popul.1t.ion and which becat'"le 

cffP.ctivo ?ri•)r: to ,'July 4, 1955, and in all corrumtnit.y school 

Oistricta containi.ng a c:ity which has attained a population 

of fl fteen thoufland or more an shown by thP. snost recent 

:z: 
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decennial feCeral ce:1sus, the board o~· directors shall consist. 

of acvcn memb(~rs. Where it. t;econ·es necessary to .Lncre<lse 

tht~ !=·..:.:rrbershi:l of any su~h board under the pro'lisions h(.:rcv:", 

t· .. u diro:..•ct.o~·~; s:"lttll be added according to thQ pro<.:cduro 

,io:.:ucnbf!d in section 277.23. The C'OUnty l:Oc"l.rd of SU~P.!'VI S1HS 

:;h,lll canvct3S t.h£: •Jotca .:.t.n~ th•) county corrnissioner of 

clt~cti()ns rep(H"t t:h~ rPsults to tho .::trca l~ducatior: aqency 

<t.dmLr.l!'tt.rat.or ·,;ho shc\.ll notify the persons who a1·e ele-cted 

d 1 re•:t.ors. 'i'iole-n~-eeen.•d-~hl!li t-e!'~ftni~e-wtt.htl'l- f<tft.e~n- ~"''!" 

f e-i i~v-il fttJ- t.t-1~ i ,.. e-l ee~.; en- ureft- eft ·H- .,f- ~h~-tldl"-i~<t !I~ l'ft ~¢or-: 

'i'i\~- new- beet rri- of- d. t r~e~er!!l- ~hfti :1:- he: Vf! -e~"""rie~e- e~l'l<t rft i -...,f 

t. i'l~- e•rieyl!left ~ -e+- e-li-~ ersenfte +- ~1."\r- ~h~- ne"'-l y- f~n·l'!'e ri- et'll'l'lr".~ nt ~ 1 

!!leheei-d-ile~rte~-f~r-~he-et~sein~-eehooi-yeer~--Po~iewtn~-~he 

~"'e~t~ft<tten-ot-~he-l'l~w-bocr~-they-~heii-heve-a~~hor~~y-~e 

eet.ebl ten-po-l tey 7 - o t'~ftft t?. e- e Hf'r-il eu i t:tl'l'l;-en <te r-i nt:o-een ~'Z'fte t ~ 

afte-e"~~iete-eueh-o<the~-p*t~.nl'lin~-cne-~ftk~-!l~en-fte~ton-n~-<t~ 

e~~e "~in i- -for-t 11~ -~ f f -t.e i.eft t.-~ftfte~e!fleft ~-nf -t.he- ft~vi:y- fo,.~ !') 

eo!".!'l'lttn ~ t r- ~el\eoi-di st "'" et-: 

Pl'<."\"t':t.tled 7 -h~"'~"t't!r;- i!'l-eet~e!!-ift.,.ei¥-il:ft~-~wo-l'!·hltl'tt't.ft- ~ftiy,. 

wher~-~he-pe~fttet~e"-of-~fte-ftew-dts~•+e~-tleeft-no~-~~e~~tl-~he 

~eruie~.~.;on-ef-the-Mere-pereiou~-e+-~e+d-dt~~•te~ft-hy-~re 

t:hefl-t"'~ft~y-f-!vt!-!lel'een~ 7 -tl'le-tne~Ueftt-~or.rd.-l'l'le!l'.ber~-,.,f-~e.td 

Mt'll'e- P"re ie u~- d-il ~~ rt e~- -she. i i- eer'l<t tl'l~e- to- h"'-l d-¢f f-ief!- e~- t. he 

~" re!e~~rft -ef-t. he-new-die~ rt: e<t -f" r- ~he- ref!' a i-ft de r -of- <th~ t"' 

eieett:•e-tel'':'l'l~• Section ~9.8, subsection ij shall not. b<: 

c~1nst..r~..;ed tu peru·_i t a di n~ctor t.o retrai.n on t.he bo.::trd of any 

school district aft<:t the: effective dat.c of ,1 boundarJ' ctlanc;o 

w:...,ict". pla<"P.s ttw direct.or'a. rc!..ddcnce outf>ide t.h~ bound.uics 

of tho district.. Vc"l.cancies so caused on .1ny hoat·d shall be~ 

filled 1n the ;nannet· provide'~ in ,.eet:i-~1'1!9 -~~ 279.6 ftnd 

~~9.11. 

Sec. 16. Section t· .. -,, hondn~d S(..'VCI~ty-fi.vc point:. thirty­

three (2"l':i. lJl, Code 1977, is amended to read <.I!J fol.lo· .... ·s: 

2 .,~,. J3 CC~l-'fRAC'i"S NOT AJI"l'~CTf-:D. 

1. rhe terms of errployMent of supct·intendents, princi.pals, 
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and teacher~. for any-etn'l'~l'lt !E.£ school J'ea.r following the 

e_!..f_C:_ptivl:_£!_<l_t:.!_p_~---~he fornation of the new district sh,lll 

not be aff0cted by the formation of the nP.w district, except. 

~.!!.....!!';_~_or~iance 1-."l.th tOe provisions of sections two hundred 

t>eventy-n.u~e po1nt fifteen (279.15• throuqi1 two hundred 

ae~~.!!...!..:L...-n.Lno po.Lnt o.Lqht_een (279.1Bl and t:wo hundred sevonty­

!~i.'.~..£.92...!!!".:.-~~~-'!.t.;Y·four _ _lt._7_2_.2~1...2f the Code, 

2. The '-:?.?.~~'-~c.~_;ye banaaininq aqrectrent. of the district 

~~-~~-c _larqe!st bas.Lc cnrolln'er:t, i:lS defined in section four 

!nll2.!J.!.~.i!.....f':2...~:-~wo point four (~ij2, ij) of the Code, in the new 

district shall cont1nuo in full force and effect until a 

.~.l:!...C..££..<>.~.9..!:.....8..'i£...0.£,~4;-''lt is neyotiated and the employees of the 

other di!ltricts involved in the fonn<ltion of the new di.strict 

~;hall i:tutomatically be accreted to the barqaininq unit of 

that collcct.ivo:.: barqaining n<;reement t..athout further action 

by the public P.tnployrrent relations board. If only one 

collectiv~ har<1a.ininq agreement is i.n effect among the 

districts whicl:!._~o~ty to the reorganization, then that. 

aq1·cement shall._contin\)_e in full force Jlnd effect until a 

:=;uccessor aqroemcnt is neqotiated, .'lnd the ernol<lyecs of the 

other districts .1nvolved in tho formation of the new district 

sha 11 aut'?I"M t i c:-a lly be accr0ted to the b,,rgain i nq unit of 

thJit collect. iy_£ _b,nqaininlj aqrP.e:nent without further action 

by the pub.l.Lc e~!i:loymcnt relations bo.1rd, 

sc~c. 17. Chapter two hundr0d scventJ·-fivo (275), Code 

1977, is amended bJ' Jldding the follo-.;inq new section: 

Nf-:W SI::CTION. AI.TERi'lATIVR METHOD FOR ELECTIO~t Ot-' DIRRCTORS. 

1. As .1.n alternative to the rrethod specified in ~ectlon 

t..lo'O hundred ~eventy-five f-'Oint twPnty-five (275.25} of the 

Code for electing diroct:ors in a nt. . .....,ly-formcd community school 

d1strict., t.he procedure specified in this section may be used. 

2. The boards of t.he old schcol district with the largest 

population involved in tho rr.crqer aha} 1 dcsiqnate four 

directors to be rct~uned as members of the board of the ne-..·ly­

formeG district. Other school districts involved in the 

• 
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merger shall each be allowed to retain directors in proportion 

to the ratio that the (Xlpulation of the former sch<lol district 

bears t.o the most populous district involvod in the trtiJ""qer, 

except that no di.slri.ct involved i.n the mcrgor shall retain 

less thc"ln one director. 
). l f the procedure in subsection Lwo (2• of thi.& section 

results .in four r:.et•';bers heinq retained from the largest. 

di.!!.trict involved in the tr.urger and only a sinqlc member frorn 

the other district involved in the merger, the rcorqani;zatJon 

petition may specify that the distrkbution of the board members 

who arc retained from the <\istricts i.nvolved in the merger 

be five to ono, five to two, or six to one. 
11, If the total number of din~ct.ors determined under sub­

section two (2) or three ()) of thi.s section is an odd nUMher, 

the board of the district with the largeRt fOpulat:ion shall 

designate the term o£ office of one of the members who is 

retained to conur.ence at the organizational nteoting of the 

board of the ne• •• :ly-fonr.cd district and to end at the 

organizational treetinq following the fourth rego.lar school 

election held thereafter in the U""annor specifi.ed in tho 

reorqan.u:.at.ion petition. 
If the total nwn.ber of dirc~ctors deturrnined under subsection 

two (2) or three (3) of this section is an even number, that 

nwober of directors sh~1.ll function until <1 special election 

can be held, at which time an additional director shall be 

olectod to a ter~ from the newly-formed district ending nt 

the organi?.ational r:.eeting following tho fourth regular school 

election held thereafter. The procedure for C3llinq the 

r.pecial election shall be the procedure specified in section 

t .. .-a hundred seventy-five point twenty- five (275.25) of ttlc 

Code. 
S. The boardu of directors of other school di!'>t:ricts which 

are involved in the tr.arger which have tht·ee or more directors 

who are retained, shall each designatE: two of the diroctors 

who arc ret.<1inod t.o serve terms t.hat expire at the 

• • 
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organizational tneeting following the second regular school 

election held thereafter. All other directors who are retained 

shall serve terms that e:<pin~ at Lhc organizational ucetinq 

follo·Ning the third regular ~>Chool election held thereafter. 

6. At the sacond regular achool election held after the 

effective date of the nerger, the two vacancies which will 

occur on the board shall be filled in a manner specifi~d in 

the reorganization petition. 

7. At the third regular school election held after the 

effective date of merger, if a five-mcrnt:er board is specified 

1n the reorganization petition, two directors shall b-e elected 

ln the JMnner specified in the reorganization 'Jctition and 

if a seven-mcrnber board is specified in the reorganization 

petition, four directors shall be elected, two for one-year 

term!> and two J'or three-year ten:.1s, in the ru.anner specified 

in tho reorgani.zation petition. 
8. The board of the newly-formed district shall organize 

within forty-five days after the approval of the merqer upon 

the call of the area education aqency administrator. The 

new board shall have control of the ernployment of all personnel 

for the newly-formed district for the enso.ing school year. 

Following ttle orqanization of the new board the board shall 

have authority to establish policy, organize co.rrico.lum, enter 

into contracts and cornplete such planning and take such action 

as is essenti<ll for the efficient rnanaqerncnt of the newly­

formed commutlity !>chool di!>trict. 

Section forty-nine point eight (!!9,8), subsoction four 

(4), of tho Co~e shall not permit a director to remain on 

the board of a school diutrict after the effective date of 

a bow1dary change which places the director's residence outside 

the boundaries of the district. Vacancios so caused on any 

board shall be filled in tne rn<1nner provided in sections two 

hundred seventy-nine point six (279.6) and two hWldred seventy­

nine ;;oint seven (279,7) of the Code. 

Sec. 18. Section two hundred eighty point fift0<:n (280.15), 

'· 
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Code 1977, is an·endc;: to read as follows: 

280. 1 S JOINT BMJ>LOYMENT A.'lO SHARING. Any two or more 

public tichool districts may jointly P.nploy .1nd .share the 

scrvicetJ of cmy school personnel, or acquire and share the 

usc of clastlt·ooms, laboratories, e-quipment and f.::tcilities, 

Classes U'a.dc avai 1.1blc to students in the manner provided 

in this toccl.Lon .shal_l be considered .1s cotrplxing with th'=. 

!:£Y.Uirenents of section two hundred :.;cvcn~y-fivc __ poin.!_.~ 

(271),1) of the Code t·e.lntinq t:fl_ the rraintenancc _of twe1v0 

S£_ade:s_]?x a school district. 

Sec. 19. Chapter two hundred ninety-seven (297), Code 

1 9"l'/, is amended Ly adding the following new sect ion: 

NEW SECTION. Before an election is held on the issuance 

of generc1:l obliqation bonds for the construction or renovation 

ot any school building, the board shclll inform the board of 

the area education agency 1n .,..hi.ch the school district is 

located. The chairperson of the area education agency shall 

call a n·ceting of the boards of directors of the school 

district proposing t.hc issuance of ~:>en~ral obligation bands, 

thP. boards of t>chool district!:> contiguous to that school 

district., and the board of the area education agency, for 

t.he purpose of discussing ~nrollm~nt trends of that school 

district and school distrl.cts contiguous to lt and solutions 

to the enrollment changes 1n the \'arious achool districts, 

includiny t.hc possibility of school district reor<janization. 

Th~~ cJ1airperson of the board of t.he area education agency 

shall preside at the neeting unless the chairperson is a 

resident of the school district proposinq the issuance of 

genat·al obligat . .i.on bonds. ln that. casP., the vice chairperson 

shall fireside at the r'leeting. 

Followin<J discussion at the meP.tlng, the board of dl.rP.ctors 

of the area educ<~.tion a9cncy !Jhall meet to tl'.a\e recorrrllendrttions 

oonccrnlng •lltcrnativc solutions to the constructl.Cm or 

renovat\on of the ~chool building which shall be made t-.o t.he 

school district proposing to is&ue general obligation bonds . 
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The school district shall consider t.he r0corTDno:!ndations 

of the boani of the aroa education agency before setting a 

dato for the 0lection to authorize the issuance of genoral 

obligation bonds. 
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