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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to railroad spur tracks. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

HOUSE FILE 2283 

Ar.end House File 2283 as follows: 
l. Page 2, by inserting after line 2 the 

follo•,o~ing: · 
·~sec, , Section six hundred fourteen 

point seventeen (614.17), Code 1977, is amended by 
adding ~~e following new paragraph: 

N;:;o;·T PAR~GP.APH. The provisions of this section 
shall not apply to reversions of railroad pt:"operty 
under ~~a orovisions of sections three hundred 
twenty-seV'Em G point seventy-six (327G. 76).' and 
three h~~dred o~enty-seven G point seventy-seven 
(327G.77)ofthecode. ·. · 
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1 Section 1. Section three hundred twenty-seven G point 
2 sixty-one (327G.61), Code 1977, is amended by adding the 

3 foll-3wing new subsection: 
4 NEW SUBSECTION. 3. "Spur track" means a railroad track 
5 located wholly within the state connected to a main or branch 
6 line of a railroad and used to originate or terminate traffic 
7 at one or more industries or a railroad track not subject 
8 to the jurisdiction of the interstate commerce commission. 
9 A spur track shall not include a railroad line used to provide 

10 line-haul or intercity transportation. 
11 Sec. 2. Section three hundred twenty-seven G point sixty-
12 four (327G.64), Code 1977, is amended oy striking the section 
13 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
14 327G.64 SPUR TRACKS. 
15 1. Every railroad corporation may acquire, by condernna-
16 tion or purchase, the necessary rights-of-way and may 
17 construct, connect, operate and maintain a reasonably adequate 
18 and suitable spur track if the construction and operation 
19 is not unsafe and is in the public interest. 
20 2. Any party may make application to the board tore-
21 quire a railroad corporation to construct a spur track. The 
22 board shall consider the location, necessity and expense of 

23 such a track and other equitable considerations. 
24 3. A railroad coporation or any other party may make 
25 application to the board for permission to discontinue service 
26 on or remove a spur track. The board shall consider the loca-
27 tion, necessity and expense of maintaining such track and 
28 other equitable considerations. The board may order the 
29 railroad company to discontinue service or remove the spur 
30 track, and may allocate the cost of removal between_the parties 
31 in an equitable manner. 
32 4. Any action commenced under the provisions of subsec-
33 tion two (2) or three (3) of this section shall be completed 
34 within one year from the effective date of the board order. 
35 The board shall make a final determination of any action corn-
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1 menced under subsection two (2) or three (3) of this section 
4lt 2 within one year from the date of the application. 
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3 Sec. 3. The provisions of this Act shall become effective 
4 January 1, 1979. 

5 EXPLANATION 
6 This bill defines railroad spur track and provides pro-
7 cedures before the transportation regulation board for regu­
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AN ACT 

RHI.ATING TO RAII,ROAD SPUR 1'H.ACKS. 

HOUSE FILE 2283 

BE lT P:NACTI"J.l BY THE GHNERAL ASSi:MBLY Ol' THE STATE ot' lOWA: 

Section \. Section three hundred twenty-seven G 1nint 

si:xty-one (327G.61), Code 1977, is 11.tOCnded by addinq the 

following new subsection: 
NEW SUBSECTION. J. '"Sput· track .. means a railroad track 

located wholly within the state connectf'ld to a rMin or branch 

line of a railroad and used to originate or termin11te traffic 

at one or more industries or a railroad track not subject 

t.o the jurisdiction of the interstate commerce con:mission. 

A spur track sh11ll not include a railroad line used to provide 

line-haul or intercity tranaportation. 
Sec. 2. Section throe hundred twenty-seven G point sixty­

four l327G.,Il), Code 1977, is amended by striking the section 

and insertinq in lieu thereof the following: 

J27G.6Q SPUR TRACKS. 
1. r-:very railroad corporation ruay aoquire, by condcrnna­

tion or purchase, the necessary riqhts-of-way 11nd may 

construct, connect, operate and maintain a reasonably adequate 

and suitable spur track if the construction and operation 

is not unsafe and is in the public interest. 

2. Any party may make application to the board to re­

quire a railroad corporation to construct a spur track. The 

board shall consider the location, necessity and expense of 

such a track and other equitable considerations. 
3. A railroad corporation or any other party may make 

application to the board for permission to discontinue service 

on or remove a spur track. The board shall consider the loca­

tion, necessity and expense of rnaintainin<J such track and 

other equitable considerations. The board may order the 
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railroad company to discontinue service or removo the spur 

track, and may allocate the cost. of removal between the parties 

in an equitable manner. 
~. Any action corwnenced under the provisions of subsec­

tion two (2) or three (3) of this section shall be completed 

within one year frortl the effective date of the board order. 
The board shall fll.!lkc a final deten'Qination of any action com­

ro~nced under subsection two (2) or three (3) of this section 

within one year frorn the date of the application. 

Sec. 3, The provisions of this Act shall becorne effective 

January 1, 1979. 

OAL& M. COCHRAN 
Spaaker of the House 

AR'l'ttUR A. Nl:."'tl 
President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is known as House File 2283, Sixty-seventh General Assembly. 

Approved ~' 
ROBER'l' D. RAY 
Governor 

DAVID L •. WRAY 
Chief Clerk of the House 
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