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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to provide that a separate termination of parental 

2 rights proceeding shall not be required in cases of step-
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parent adoptions. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SENATE &~ENDMENT TO 
HOUSE F::::LE 2223 

H-6067 
1 Amenci douse File 2223 as passed by the House 

as follows: 2 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 29 through 33. 

H-6067 FILED 
RECEIVED FROM SENATE 
APRIL 17, 1978 
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Amend House File 2223, as passed by the House, 

2 
3 

as follows: h 33 
1. Page 1, by striking lines 29 throug • 

S-5537 FILED 
APRIL 12, 1"978 
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GENE W. GLENN, CHAIRPERSON 
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1 Section 1. Section six hundred point three (600.3), 

2 subsection two (2), Code 1977, as amended by Acts of the 

3 sixty-seventh General Assembly, 1977 Session, chapter one 
4 hundred forty (140), section two (2), is amended by striking 
S the subsection and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
6 2. An adoption petition shall not be filed until a 
7 termination of parental rights has been accomplished except 
8 1n the following cases: 
9 a. No termination of parental rights is required if the 

10 person to be adopted is an adult. 
11 b. If the stepparent of the child to be adopted is the 

12 adoption petitioner, the parent-chilu relationship between 
13 the child and the parent who is not the spouse of the 
14 petitioner may be terminated as part of the adoption proceeding 
15 by the filing of that parent's consent to the adoption. 
16 For the purposes of this subsection, a consent to adopt 

17 recognized by the courts of another jurisdiction in the United 
18 states and obtained from a resident of that jurisdiction shall 

19 be accepted in this state in lieu of a termination of parental 

20 rights proceeding. 

21 Sec. 2. Section six hundred point three (600.3), Code 
22 1977, as amended by Acts of the Sixty-seventh General Assembly, 

23 1977 Session, chapter one hundred forty (140), section two 
24 (2), is amended by adding the following new subsection: 
25 NEW SUBSECTION. Any adoption proceeding pending on or 
26 completed prior to the effective date of this Act is hereby 

27 legalized and validated to the extent that it is consistent 
28 with this Act. 

29 Sec. 3. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, 
30 shall take effect and be in force from and after its 

31 publication in The Cedar Rapids Gazette, a newspaper published 
32 in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and in The Monticello Express, a 
33 newspaper published in Monticello, Iowa. 

34 EXPLANATION 
35 This bill provides that termination of parental rights 
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1 in cases of stepparent adoptions may be accomplished during 
~. 2 the adoption proceeding by the filing of a consent on the 

3 part of the parent whose rights are being terminated. 
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REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 

ON HOUSE FILE 2223 

To the President of the Senate and the Speaker of ~~e House 

of Representatives: 

We, the undersigned members of ~~e conference committee 

appointed to consider the differences between the Ser.ate and 

the House of Representatives on House File 2223, a bill for 

an Act to provide that a separate termination of parental 

rights proceeding shall not be required in cases o£ stepparent 

adoptions, respectfully make the following report: 

1. That ~~e House concur in Senate amendment H-6067 to 

House File 2223. 

ON THE PART OF THE HOUSE: 

Scott D. Newhard, Chair 
John H. Connors 
Nancy J. Shimanek 
Joan Lipsky 
Carl v. Nielsen 

FILED 
MAY 3, 1978 

ON THE PART OF THE SENATE: 

C. Joseph Coleman, Chair 
James. Calhoon 
Lucas J. DeKoster 
Philip B. Hill 
James M. Redmond 
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AN ACT 

TO PROVIDE THAT A SRPARATR TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RICHTS 

PROCEEDING SHALl. N01' BE Rf-:QUIRKO IN CASF.S OF STEP­

PARENT AOOPTIOtiS. 

BE IT ErfAC'l'EI> DY THE GBNI::RAL. ASSEMRI.Y Of-' THR STl\TE OP TOWA: 

Section 1. Section six hundred point three (600.3), 

subsection two (2), Code 1977, as amended by Acts of the 

Sixty-sevonth General luisem.bly, 1977 Session, ch"pter one 

hundxed forty {1140), soction t ... -o (2), is llfl'lende'd by striking 

the subsection and inserting in liuu thereof the follO\'Iinq • 

2. An adoption petition shall not be filed until a 

termination of parental rights has been ~ccomplished except 

in the following cases: 

a, No tonnination of parental rights is required if the 

person to te adopted is an adu1 t. 

b. 1 f the s.tepparent of the child to be adopted is t.he 

adoption petitioner, the parent-child relationship betw~eo 

the child and the parent who is not the spouse of tho 

petitioner may bP. terminated as part of the adoption procaedi.nq 

b\' the filing of that parent's consent to the adoption. 

t-·or the purposes of this subsection, 11 consent to adopt 

recognized by the courts of another jurisdiction in the United 

Sta~s and obtained from a resident of that jurisdiction shall 

be accepted in this state in lieu of a termination of parental 

rights proceeding. 

Sec. 2. Section six hundred point three (600, )) , Code 

1977, as amended by Acts of the Sixty-seventh General Assembly, 

1977 Sussion, chapter one hundred forty (1QOJ, section tW() 

12), is amended by adding tho followinq new subscctlon: 

~t-:W ~~~'l'lON. My adoption pr<')cceJing pcndinq on or 

compl etcd prior to the e f fee ti vc datP. of this Act is h~ ruby 

• 
House Filo 2223, P. 2 

logalized and validated to the extent that it is: consistent 

with this Act. 

bALE H. COCHRAN 
Sp.aar.cr of the House 

ARTHt.lilA. NEU 
Pr~sident of the Sena~e 

, 

I hereby corti.fy that this bill oriqinated in the House and 

is known as House Pile 2223, Sixty-seventh General Assembly. 

~·~··rJ'/_. ,, 
" r>OIV ROBERT ~, ·-·· 

Governor 

DAVID-[. WRAY 
Chief Cterk of the House 
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