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77 - 7 A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the immunization of persons attending ele-

2 mentary or secondary schools or licensed child care centers 

3 and to the authority of the state department of health to 

4 modify immunization requirements for admission to school. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

6 

H-:-3555 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

HOUSE FILE 163 

Amend H. F. 163 as follows: 
l. Page l, line 21, by inserting after the word 

~center" the words: 
",but only after such immunizations have been proven 
to be safe and effective for a period of five (5) 
years"· 

H-3555 FILED, LOST (1-'·ny.)By GENTLEMA."J of Polk 
APRIL 12, 1977 

HOUSE FILE 163 

H-3557 
l Amend the amendment H-3555 to House File 163 

as follows: 2 
3 
4 

1. Page l, 11ne 4, by inserting after the word 
"after" the words "serums used in". 

H-3557 FILED, ADOPTED BY BY BAKER of Buena Vista 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT (ri3J<f) 
APRIL 12 I 19 77 
2 
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24 

25 
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S. F. H. F. I (pj 

1 Section 1. Chapter one hundred thirty-nine (139), Code 

2 1977, is amended by adding the following new section: 

3 NEW SECTION. IMMUNIZATION. 

4 1. Every parent or legal guardLan shall assure that his 

s or her minor children residing in the state have been 

6 adequately immunized agaLnst diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, 

7 poliomyelitis, rubeola, and rubella according to 

8 recommendations provided by the state department of health 

9 subject to the provisions of subsections three (3) and four 

10 (4) of this section. 

11 2. No person shall be enrolled in any licensed child care 

12 center, elementary or secondary school in Iowa without evidence 

lJ of adequate immunization against diptheria, pertussis, tetanus, 

ll• poliomyelitis, rubeola, and rubella, except as provided 1n 

15 subsections three (3) and four (4) of this section. 

16 3. Subject to the provision of subsection four (4) of 

17 this section the state board of health may modify or delete 

18 any of the immunizations in subsection one (1) of this section 

19 or may require immunizations against additional diseases as 

20 a requirement for enrollment in an elementary or secondary 

21 school or a licensed child care center. 

22 4. Immunization is not required for a person's enrollment 

23 in any elementary or secondary school or licensed child care 

24 center if that person submits to the admitting official either 

25 of the following: 

26 a. A statement signed by a doctor, who is licensed by 

27 the state board of medical examiners, in which it is stated 

28 that, 1n the doctor's opinion, the immunizations required 

29 would be injurious to the health and well-being of the 

30 applicant or any member of the applicant's family or household; 

31 or 

32 b. An affidavit signed by the applicant or, if a minor, 

33 by a legally authorized representative, stating that the 

-~ immunization conflicts with the tenets and practice of a 

35 recogn1zed religious denomination of which the applicant 1s 
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1 an adherent or member; however, this cxe!l\ption docs not apply 

2 in times of emergency or epidemic declared by the co~missioncr 

3 of health. 

1, 5. A person may be provisionally enrolled in an elementary 

5 or secondary school or licensed child care center if the 

6 person has begun the required immunizations and if the person 

7 continues to receive the necessary immunizations as rapidly 

8 as ~s medically feasible. The state department of health 

o shall promulgate rules relating to the provisional admission 

10 of persons to an elementary or secondary school or licensed 

11 child care center. 
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6. It shall be the duty of the local board of health to 

furnish the state department of health within thirty days 

of the first official day of school evidence that each person 

enrolled in any elementary or secondary school or licensed 

child care center has been immunized in accordance with this 

Act subject to the provisions in subsection four (4) of this 

section. The state department of health shall promulgate 

rules pursuant to chapter seventeen A (17A) of the Code 

relating to the reporting of evidence of immunization. 

7. The local boards of health shall provide the required 

immunizations to children in areas where no local provision 

exists to provide these services. 

8. The state department of health shall promulgate rules 

for the implementation of this Act and shall provide those 

rules to local school boards and local boards of health. 

Sec. 2. This Act is effective January 1, 1978. 

EXPLANATION 

This bill provides that with certain exceptions every 

person shall be immunized against diphtheria, pertuss~s, 

rubeola, rubella, tetanus, and poliomyelitis before entering 

any elementary or secondary school or licensed child care 

center in the state. 
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ROUSE FILE 163 

Amend House File 163 as follows: 
1. Page 1, by striking line 19-21 

lieu thereof the following:"." 
/.J .J;.J <~'/z 

H-3558 FILED-~~;.>:.<! 
APRIL 12, 1977 ! 

BY VARLEY of Adair 

and inserting 

~;-3~80 ~ena Hous:0~::eF::: ::3 
follows:.-.-.-.• ;~::;~~~&~,~-J~T7o~~-;'~lt-

::'i(,'~ · ·' · · 2 • L • .. i.- ·Page-l, by striH~g n.:nes ._ 23: t!iroU.gh'~!i~~-l;•an~:f~c;, ·~·:;< .. ~t ·. 
~;~> g· ·: il;ns.erting in :l:i:e,u,_thereof.the fol'lgwing:: · · : . . :J:j;;,;f, ,,:;·~·:.:""" t•<kiti.·· 
: .. · .. x>· . . . .... 4·· ~L . ·· .·!'a.. A ·.sta-tement. on fot"lns ·provided' bY: the.:.'Q.~part;,:• ;,: .. "'~h 
·' ·· •· .·. s _>;ment <Ul'd · sig~ed by a I?h~sici~n •... 1~cen7ed. by :tq~•-'s_tate'>>;. ;;{;':·-o:~; · ·· 

· 6., > board ··of medJ.cal exam:~.ne,;:s;• .: .:1.n: WhJ.ch . .:1. t J.S st,ateq.: . .. ,•;·~--~ \'·".· • -~··· . 
_, ... 7· .... that/in the·physiciant•s.op'ini6ni the i.rol:\unha~ibns·: .~ .. ·;.·-.. -~· 

, · :ir•.; i:equi:reo would be potentially inj~rious ·to trre·:'rreill.·t~th ··c,:::k 
• 9 .•• 'and well-being of ·the -app:l:f'c~nt.~;orany ._member:,:op,~'1e: :·',/':··. ;,. 
10 ,;~ appli(::ant' s family or .househ~ld;';or' . . .. ,-~, :~: .>' 
11 .• · .. . b. . A stat~ament on fo_rms• PliPVl,,led by the aep~rt-.; .'. 
12 . ment and notarized or. sigri,ed; in· the presence .of the .•. ·, 
13 .···admitting official by,"t!:1e,·applicant or, if the · · " 
14 · applicant· is a minor,_ by th¢. :nd.noi' s parent or 
15 guardian t expressing .objections to· the' ilMiunizatioris 
16 on grounds. of religion or conscience,'! . 

s-3379· 
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CHAIRPERsON 
RESOURCES 
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- ·"" :-." 

'<"' t . 
S-3'379 FILED- 11-4-·v--4 (-<> BY 
. APRIL 19, 1977 : ('''?s) · ·· 

M!~ETTE . DODERER .. - "' 

- - .. ~ 

S-3414 FILED.& 'ADOPTED Ct· u 7 'f) BY 
.'1-?RIL 25, 1977 

M!NNE:r'!:E DODERER 
JOAN ORR 
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;,5: 2:•::~Pag~;2;,,1ine.·2l,:,.by''in:sert:inq;~af~er -~he ·word .(DIV.B) 
~ "l"i9-al·t·~u--~h9_" :·~·Or~·s:- ~· iil- ConSi.ll':t'atiori with tne- . .. _ · c 

; , ~. :su!?erinfenden't.:~~o_f.public .· instruc't:ions":~·, :· ·· · 
·: .... : '; ' ; .: 
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SENATE AMEND~~ TO 
HOUSE FILE 163 

H-3765 
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lO 
ll 
12 
13 

Amend 3ouse File 1631 as amended and passed by the 
House as follows: 

1. !?age 1 1 line 34, by inserting after the word 
"epidemic" the ~ords "as dete~ed by the state board 
of health and as" • 

2. l?age 2 1 by striking from lines 12 and 13 the 
words "or licensed child care center". 

3. Page 21 line 211. by inserting after the word 
"health• the words "in consultation with the 
superintendent of public instructions". 

Ll. l? age 2 1 line 2 4 1 by striking t.'le word and 
fic;ur.es--".January •• 1, .1978" -and -insertinq l::n lieu 
thereof t.'le word and figures "August 15 1 1977". 

H-3765 FIU:D 
RECEiv"E::l FROM· SENATE 
APRIL 26, 1977 

• 
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~~end the Senate 
163, as amended and 

1 • By inserting 
following: 

~~en&~ent H-3765 to House File 
passed by the House, as follO\~s: 
after line 2 of the amendment the 

"1. Page 1, by striking lines 31, 32 and 33 and 
inserting in lieu thereof the words "immunization 
conflicts with cor.victions of religion or conscience 
held by the applicant. For ~~e purpose of this para­
graph, the deeply and sincerely held beliefs of an 
individual which are purely e~ical or moral in source 
and content but which nevertheless impose upon that 
individual a duty of conscience to refuse immunization 
are entitled to the same consideration as if such 
beliefs were based on religous tenets. However/ ~1e 
exemption provided by this paragraph does not apply". 

.2. By renumbering succeeding sections of the 
awendment in accordance with this ~endment to the 

18 amendment. 

H-3997 FILED-£__._ s-;~ 
H.:>.Y 5, 1977 (f ' 9 '- 1) 

BY CUSACK 
MONROE 
MILLER 
DAGGETT 
1\l'CKOFF 

of Scott 
of Des Moines 
Of Buchanan 

HOUSE FILE 163 

of Ada.'l\s 
of Benton 

H-3999 

1 Amend the Senate amendment ~-3765 to House File 163J 
2 as amended and passed by the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 10 the following: 
4 "-- Page 2, by inserting after line 23 the 
5 following new subsection: 
6 " • This section shall be of no force and effect 
7 unless-state or federal funds are available to pay the 
s cost of the immunizations required by this section."" 

H-3999 FILED-~~Sk BY MONROE of Des Moines 
!-!AY 5, 1977 (J';c;.;..-;; 

HOUSE FILE 163 

H-40C2 
1 Amend the Senate amendment H-3765 to House File 163, 

amended and passed by the House, as follows: 2 as 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 3, 4 and 5 ~~d 

inserting in lieu ~~ereof the following: 4 
5 
6 
7 
s 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 

"1. Page I, by striking lines 21 through 35 and 
inserting in lieu thereof the words ''center if that 
person submits "to the a&~itting official a statement 
signed by a doctor, who is licensed by the state board 
of medical examiners, in which it is stated that, in 
~~e doctor's opinion/ the immunizations required would 
be injurious to the health and well-being of the 
applicant or any m~'llber of the applicant's family or 
household." 

H-4002 FILED- £.-A- BY CUSACK of Scott 
!'cAY 5, 1977 s-1_ ( 1 <1&1> 
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AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE IMMUNIZATION OF PERSONS ATTENDING 

ELEMENTARY OR SECONDARY SCHOOLS OR LICENSED CHILD 

CARE CENTERS AND TO THE AUTHORITY OF THE STATE 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO MODIFY IMMUNIZATION REQUIRE­

MENTS FOR ADMISSION TO SCHOOL. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Chapter one hundred thirty-nine (139), Code 

1977, is amended by adding the following new section: 

NEW SECTION. IMMUNIZATION. 

1. Every parent or legal guardian shall assure that his 

or her minor children residing in the state have been 

adequately immunized against diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, 

poliomyelitis, rubeola, and rubella according to 

recommendations provided by the state department of health 

subject to the provisions of subsections three (3) and four 

(4) of this section. 

2. No person shall be enrolled in any licensed child care 

center, eiementary or secondary school in Iowa without evidence 

of adequate immunization against diptheria, pertussis, tetanus, 

poliomyelitis, rubeola, and rubella, except as provided in 

subsections three (3) and four (4) of this section. 

3. Subject to the provision of subsection four (4) of 

this section the state board of health may modify or delete 

any of the immunizations in subsection one (1) of this section. 

4. Immunization is not required for a person's enrollment 

in any elementary or secondary school or licensed child care 

center if that person submits to the admitting official either 

of the following: 

a. A statement signed by a doctor, who is licensed by 

the state board of medical examiners, in which it is stated 

that, in the doctor's opinion, the immunizations required 

would be injurious to the health and well-being of the 

e e 
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applicant or any member of the applicant's family or household; 

or 

b. An affidavit signed by the applicant or, if a minor, 

by a legally authorized representative, stating that the 

immunization conflicts with the tenets and practice of a 

recognized religious denomination of which the applicant is 

an adherent or member; however, this exemption does not apply 

in times of emergency or epide~ic as determined by the state 

board of health and as declared by the commissioner of health. 

5. A person may be provisionally enrolled in an elementary 

or secondary school or licensed child care center if the 

person has begun the required immunizations and if the person 

continues to receive the necessary immunizations as rapidly 

as is medically feasible. The state department of health 

shall promulgate rules relating to the provisional admission 

of persons to an elementary or secondary school or licensed 

child care center. 

6. It shall be the duty of the local board of health to 

furnish the state department of health within thirty days 

of the first official day of school evidence that each person 

enrolled in any elementary or secondary school has been 

immunized in accordance with this Act subject to the provisions 

in subsection four (4) of this section. The state department 

of health shall promulgate rules pursuant to chapter seventeen 

A (17A) of the Code relating to the reporting of evidence 

of immunization. 

7. The local boards of health shall provide the required 

immunizations to children in areas where no local provision 

exists to provide these services. 

8. The state department of health in consultation with 

the superintendent of public instruction shall promulgate 

rules for the implementation of this Act and shall provide 

those rules to local school boards and local boards of health. 

::I: 
:-n .... 
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!;ec. 2. 'l'his Act is effective August 15, 1977. 

DALE M. COCHRAN 
Speaker of the House 

ARTHUR A. NEU 
President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is known as House File 163, Sixty-seventh General Assembly. 

Ap;:>roved 

ROBERT D. RAY 
Governor 

DAVID L. WRAY 
Chief Clerk of the House 

1977 
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