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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to require that local civil service commissions deter-

2 mine the physical requirements for police and fire personnel-

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. /t2Z(, H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section four hundred point eight (400. 8), 

2 subsection one ( 1), Code 19 75, as ar.1ended by r.cts of the 

3 G2neral Assembly, 197S Session, ci1a;>ter two hundred (200), 

4 section one (1), is amended to read as follows: 

5 1. '.i.'he conuuission shall at such times as s;lall be found 

6 necessary under such rules, including minimum and maximum 

7 age limits, as shall be ;>rescribeci and publisi1ed in advance 

8 by the commission and posted in the city hall, hold 

9 examinations for the purpose of determining the qualifications 

10 of ap;>licants for positions under civil service, other than 

11 ,>remotions, which examinations shall be practical in charactt:r 

12 and shall relate to such matters as will fairly test tne 

13 mental and physical ability of the applicant to dis<.:harge 

14 the duties of the position to which he seeks appoilltment. 

15 P~e¥±aea,-kewe¥e~,-~fia~-saek-pHys±ea~-eHamiHa~ieH-ei-a~p~iean~s 

16 £e~-a~pe±H~meH~-~e-~he-,es±~ieHs-e£-~e~±eeruaH7-~e±±eewemaH7 

17 pe~iee-ma~~eH-er-f±reMaH-srta±±-ee-fie±d-~Haer-~he-a±ree~ieH 

18 o£-aHd-as-spee±£±es-ey-~ke-eearas-e£-~r~s~ees-e£-~fie-£±re 

19 e~-~e±iee-re~ifemeH~-sys~ems-es~aelisrtea-by-see~ieH-~44~5~ 

20 BXPLA.i<A'l'IUN 

21 This bill eliminates the auti10rity of the boards of truste"s 

22 of the fire or police retiremellt systems to establis.l the 

23 physical qualifications of police and fire personnel. 
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SENATE FILE 1086 
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Amend Senate File 1086 as follows: 
1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the follow-

ing new section: · 
"Sec. · section four hundred point two (400. 2), 

Code 1975-;-is amended to ·read as follows: 
400.2 QUALIFICATIONS. The commissioners must 

be citizens of Iowa, elijible electors.as defined 
in chapter thirty..:n~ne ( 9) of the Code, and residents 
of the city for more than five years next. preceding· 
their appointment, and. shall serve without compensa-. 
tion. No person while on said commission, .shall hold 
or be a candidate for any office of public trust. 
Provided, this section notwithstanding, when a human 
rights commission has been established by any city, 
the director thereof shall.ex.officio be a member, 
without vote, of the civil service commission." 

2. Page 1, line 14, by striking. the word "he" 
and inserting in lieu thereof the words "he the 
applicant"~ -

3. .Renumber the sections and correct internal 
references iri conformance with. this amendment. 

4. Amend the title, line 1, by striking the words 
"to require that" and inserting in lieu thereof the 

. words "relating to" . 
5. Amend the. title, line 1, by inserting after 

the word .. "commissions" the words "providing for changes 
in qualification requirei!Ients and requiring that the 
commission". 

~~ 
S-5124 FILED -~ -~::t.f_, "if ~ 1 :>g ~/.,._ 
FEBRUARY 11, 1976 ------r-. BY JAMES M- REDMOND 

WILLARD R. HANSEN 

SENATE FILE 1086 

S-5174 

1 Amend senate File 1086 as follows: 
2 1. Page l, by inserting after line 1·9 the 
3 following: "Reasonable rules may be prescribed 
4 relating to strength, agility, ·and·ge·neral health 
5 of applicants." 

S-5174 FILED- 6..~ .1'/~ ("3) 
FEBRUARY 19, 1976 IJY ~IINNET'l't·: DODEREP 



SENATE FILE 1086 

S-5158 

1 J\Jnend Senate File 1086 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the follow-
3 ing new section: 
4 "Sec. Section four hundred point two (400. 2), 
5 Code 1975-;--Is ar.~ended to read as follows: 
6 400.2 QUALIFICATIONS. The commissioners must 
7 be citizens of Iowa, eligible electors as defined 
8 in chapter thirty-nine (39) of the Code, and residents 
9 of the city for more than five years next preceding 

10 their appointment, and shall serve.without compensa-
11 tion. No person while on said commission, shall hold 
12 or be a candidate for any office of public trust. 
13 Provided, th'is section notwithstanding, when a hur.tan 
14 rights commission has been established by any city, 
15 the director thereof shall ex officio be a member, 
16 without vote, of the civil service commission." 
17 2. Page 1, line 14, b~ striking the word ''he'' 
18 and inserting in lieu thereof the words "fie ·~he 
19 applicant". · --
20 3. Renumber the sections and correct internal 
21 references in conformance with this amendment. 
22 4. AmE:?nd the title, line 1 , by striking the 1-wrds 
23 "to require that" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
24 words "relating to". 
25 5. Amend the title, line 1, by inserting after 
26 the word "coMmissions" the words "providing for changes 
27 in qualification requireP.lents and requiring that the 
?.8 corr.mission". 

S-5158 FILED- U.~ .3/; ( t- ~,tJ 
FEBRUARY 18, 1976 BY EARL 11. 1-HLLITS, Chairperson 

COMMITTEE ON CITIES 
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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to local civil service commissions providing 

for .chimges in qualification requirements .and requiring 

that the commission determine the physical requirements 

for police and fire personnel. 

BE IT ENACTED. BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

""New_Language 

by the senate 

•. ·j ,_ ... · .. ;;·._:: . .::::· 

-·-·· 

C"'8·t61'JI f:l./'/2 



S.F. /4ft,- H. F. 

1 Section 1. Section four hundred point two (400.2), Code 

2 19 7 5, is amended to read as follows : 

3 400.2 QUALIFICATIONS. The commissioners must be citizens 

4 of Iowa, eligible electors as defined in chapter thirty-nine 

5 (39) of the Code, and residents of the city for more than 

6 five years next preceding their appointment, and shall serve 

7 without cor.1pensation. No person while on said commission, 

8 shall hold or be a candidate for any office of public trust. 

9 Provided, this section notwithstanding, when a human rights 

10 commission has been established by any city, the director 

11 thereof shall ex officio be a member, without vote, of the 

12 civil service commission. 

1 3 Sec. 2. Section four hundred point eight (400.8), 

14 subsection one (1), Code 1975, as amended by Acts of the 

15 General Assembly, 1975 Session, chapter two hundred (200), 

16 section one ( 1) , is amended to read as follot~s: 

17 1 • The commission shall at such times as shall be found 

18 necessary under such rules, including minimum and maximum 

19 age limits, as shall be prescribed and published in advance 

by the commission and posted in the city hall, hold 20 

21 

22 

examinations for the purpose of determining the qualifications 

of applicants for positions under civil service, other than 

23 promotions, which examinations shall be practical in character 

24 and shall relate to such matters as will fairly test the 

25 mental and physical ability of t_;,e applicant to discharge 

26 the duties of the position to which he the applicant seeks 

27 appointment. Pre~idedT-I'Iewe~e~,-tl'lat-~~el'l-~l'ly~iea~-exami~atie~ 

28 e£-a~~~~ea~t~-£e~-e~~ein~en~-te-tfie-~~it~e~s-e£-~e~ieeman, 

29 ~~ieewema~,-~~iee-ma~ren-er-£ir~an-~l'la~%-5e-l'le%d-~nder 

30 tl'le-direetien-e£-a~d-as-s~eei£ied-ey-tl'le-5eards-e£-~r~s~ees 

31 e£-~l'le-£i~e-e£-~~iee-~e~i£effien~-eys~eMe-es~aa~isl'lee-ey-see~ien 

32 4~~~5~ Reasonable rules may be prescribed relating to strength, 

33 agility, and general heal~~ of applicants. 

34 EXPLANATION 

35 This bill eliminates the authority of the boards of trustees 
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s. F. I tJJt H. F. 

of the fi-re or police retirement systems to establish the 

physical qualifications of police and fire personnel. 
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SENATE FILE 1086 
S-6014 

1 A~end Senate File 1086, as amended, passed and 
reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 2 
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1. Page 1, by striking lines 27 through 33 
and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
"appointment. Provided, however, that such 
physical examination of applicants for appointment 
to the position of policeman, policewoman, police 
matron or ~~Pemaa firefighter shall be held under 
the direction of and as specified by the boards 
of trustees of the fire or police retirement 
systems established by section 411.5. An applicant 
shall not be discriminated against on the basis 
of height, weight, sex, or race in determining 
physical or mental ability of the applicant. 
Reasonable rules relating to strength, agility, 
and general health of applicants shall be pre­
scribed. 

The costs of the physical examination required 
under this subsection shall be paid from the trust 
and agency fund of the city.'' 

2. Page 1, by inserting after line 33 the fol­
lowing section: 

"Sec. Section four hundred point thirteen 
(400.13)~nnumbered paragraph one (1), Code 1975, 
is amended to read as follows: 

The chief of the fire department and the chief 
of the police department shall be appointed from the 
chiefs' civil service eligible lists. Such lists 
shall be determined by original examination open to 
all persons applying, whether or not members of the 
employing city. The chief of a fire department shall 
have had a minimum of five years experience in a 
fire department, or three years experience in a fire 
department and two years of comparable experience 
or educational training. The chief of a police 
department shall have had a minimum of five years 
experience in a public law enforcement agency, or 
three years experience in a public law enforcement 
agency and two years of comparable experience or 
educational training. A chief of a police department 
or fire department shall maintain his civil service 
rights as determined by section 400.12." 

3. Title page, by striking from lines 2, 3 
and 4 the words "and requiring that the commission 
determine the physical requirements for police and 
fire personnel". 

4. By renumbering sections as necessary. 

S-6014 RECEIVED BY THE SENATE 
MAY 29, 1976 

/...._,_x,... ~ .s/.2"1/T~ (.2$'?-6") 
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SENATE FILE 1086 

H-6801 
1 · Amend Senate File 1086, as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 33 the fol-
4 lowing section: 
5 "Sec. • Section four hundred point thirteen 
6 (400.13),\inr!u:nbered paragraph one (1), Code 1975, 
7 is amended to read «s fo.llO\vS: 
8 The chief of the fire deoartment and the chief 
9 of the police departmer•t sh~ll be appointed from tl1e 

10 chiefs' civil service eligible lists. such lists 
11 shall be determined by original examination open to 
12 all persons applying, v.•llcther or not members of the 
13 employing city. 'I'he chief of a fire department shall 
14 have had a minimum of. five years' experience in a 
15 ·fire department, or thr.cn ye<:~rs experience in a fi.re 
16 department and t'IIO yc<~rs of cor:~pilr.e~ble exper1encc 
17 or educatione~l tr<:~ining. The chief of a police 
18 department shall have had a minimum of five years 
19 experience in a public law enfor.cement agency~ 
20 three years experience in <:~ public law enforcement 
21 agency and two rears of comparable expc~ience or 
22 educational tra1ning. A ch1ef of a pol1ce department 
23 or fire depatment sl1all maintain his civil service 
24 rights as determined by section 400.12." 
25 2. By renumbering sections as necessary. 

H-6801 FILED- 6.~ ->'"'/.2°/7'- BY BYERLY of Polk 
MAY 20, 1976 !.3M"/ 

SENATE FILE 1086 

H-5567 
l Amend Senate File 1086, as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 27 through 33 
4 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
5 "appoint:nent. Provided, however, that such 
6 physical examination of applicants for appointment 
7 to the positions of policeman, policewoman, police 
8 matron or f~~emaa firefighter shall be held under 
9 the direction of and as specified by the boards 

10 of trustees of the fire or oolice retirement 
11 systems established by section 411.5. An applicant 

. 12 shall not be discriminated against on the basis 
13 of height, weight, sex, or race in determining 
14 physical or mental ability of the applicant. 
15 Reasonable rules relating to strength, agility, 
16 and general health of applicants shall be pre 
17 scribed. 
18 The costs of the physical examination required 
19 under this subsection shall be paid from the trust 
20 and agency funa of the citv.'' 
21 2. T1tle page, by striking fro:n lines 2, 3 
22 and 4 the twrds "and requiring that the commission 
23 determine the physical requirements for police and 
24 fire oersonnel''. 
E-5567,FIL~~-~~y CO~NITTEE ON CITIE~, 
MARCH ~. 19;6 "·;;r,/>~ RIXAS of L1nn, Cha~r 



• 
SP.NA'I'I: !-'ILl: 1086 

AN 1\C'r 

RELJ\TING 1'0 J.OCAI. CIVIl. sr:r.v1cr. Cot111ISSIONS PP.OVIDWG fOR 

CJIAliGI;$ IH (IUALl'f'JCATIO~I REQUIRf·:tti:trr!;. 

8E IT ENACTLI~ B'i 111E Gf:."tU:rJ..I. ASSt:HDI.Y 0!' 1'm; S'l'ATE or I011A: 

Section 1, Section four hundred point two (1100.2), Code 

1975, is amended to read as follows: 

400.2 QUALIPIC/'(,.'IONS. The comrnissionf)rs must be citizens 

of low.n, cliqible electors as defined in c~\apter thirty-nine 

139) of the Code, and residents of the city for more than 

five years next precedinq their appointment, and shall serve 

without COt"'j:~cnsation. No ;>crson while on said cotlfl'lission, 

shall hold or be a candidate for any office of public trust. 

Provided, this section notwithst~nding, when a huMan riqhts 

cor:'ll'l\ission has been established by any city, the director 

thereof shall ex officio be a member, without vote, of the 

civil service commission. 

Sec. 2. Section four hundred point eJqht (QOO.B), 

subsection one (1), Codo 1975, as amended by Acts of the 

General Assembly, 1975 Session, c~aptcr two hundred (200), 

section one {1), is amended to rend as follows: 

1. The conua.ission shall at such tiMes as shall be found 

necessary under such rules, includin9 J'l'lininum and ru.aximl.lM 

age limits, as shall be prescribed and published in advance 

by t.he commission and po!\ted in tllc city hall, hoL\1 

examinations for the purpose of dcterfl'lining the qualifications 

o_f applicants for positions under civil service, ot.her than 

pcoJTl()t.ions, which exavdnations shall be practical in character 

e • 
sc~natP rile 1036, !' 2 

and shall relate to such r-..,~~E~rs AS w.1ll fairly t(!st t~c 

rMntal anJ tJhysical ability o' ~he~ cl;):>li<.:tl. •. to •.:isch.nn:·: 

the dutien of the position ~.o \lhic.:h k@ ~.he .~.:.?;.~.lca~t secl-.s 

appointment. Pro,•ido:l, :1owevcr, ~:,at such ;)hysical 0xanin.,·_~Qn 

of appliccmts for appointrne!""lt :..o ~.}l~ ;nsi~ionf; of' policc:-1a:~. 

voliceworn .. ::\1'1, j)Olice tn.atrO:l or H:P@I"".1U\ fir#"'::~ S~H\11 be 

held under the direction of a:l<.i as so)ecifH.~J by ti•e boa:-.!$ 

of trustees of the fire or tx>lice r'!tirement sys~ei'"IS 

established by section 411. 'j. /III applicant shall not Cc 

discrimlnatod aqainst on the basis of !lei<,;ht, weight, sox, 

or race in determininq ph•·sical or mental ability of the, 

applicant. ReasonaLle rules relatinq to strcnq~h. aqili~·,, 

and general healt~l of <lpplic"nts shall be prescribed. 

'I'he costs of the physical P.Xani.nat.ion required under ~:-.i.:; 

subsection shall be paid fran .!-he t.r~st anJ agency fund o! 

the city. 

Sec .. 'L Section four hunured point t:lirteen (~00.13), 

unnumbered. paraqraph one ( 1), Coc!e 1975, is ancnded to reac! 

as follows: 

'I'he chief of the fire department nnd the c'lief of the 

1~lice department shall 

service eligible lists. 

be appointe~ !ron t~1e c~iefs' civil 

Suc'"l lists s:lal.'. be dotertnined h/ 

original examination open to all persons aj~plying, \Jhetl1er 

or not mol'lhcrs of tl.e employin<J cit.y. 'i"he chief of a f.1rc 

department shall have had .n I'Jinimurn of five years• exper.lunce 

in a fire department, or L\rce years experience in a fire 

department and two year!l of comparable experience or 

educational traininq. l'hc chief of a police departMent shal! 

have had a minimUM of fi.ve years e::per1enco .1n a public la·<~ 

enforcement aqency, or ~-~•rce years experience in a public 

law en!orcenent aqcncy and two years of co~'!!.:~hlc cxperic_f!<;..£ 

!'/) 
:n .... 
S! 



Senate Fil<' 10!!6, P. 3 

,,r cducatim1,11 training. A chief of. a !'olicc department or 

fire department shall Maintain !1is civil service rights as 

detcrmir•ed ~y section 400.12. 

AFTHUR A. NEU 
President: of t!1e Senate 

DALE M. COCHRAN 
Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that ~~is bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 1086, Sixty-sixth General Assembly. 
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hpp<ove~J&P-
ROBERT D. RAY 
Governor 

1 19 76 

STEVEN C. CROSS 
Secretary of the Senate 


