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1 An Act making appropriations to the Iowa crime commission 
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and the department of public safety and providing for 

the administration and use of funds and personnel of 

such departments. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

CPB-16200 2/73 



S. F. H.F. 81/l 

1 Section 1. There is appropriaten from the general fund 

2 of the state to the Iowa crime coMmission for the fiscal year 

3 beginning July 1, 1975 and ending June 30, 1976 except as 

4 provided in subsection three (3) of section three (3) of this 

5 Act, the following amounts, or so much thereof as is necessary, 

6 to be used for the purposes designaten: 

7 

8 

9 1. For salaries, support, mainte-

1975-1976 

Fiscal Year 

10 nance and miscellaneous purposes •••••••.••••• $ 71,302 

11 2. For the purpose of matching 

12 federal funds available to the Iowa 

13 crime commission through the Omnibus 

14 Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 

15 1968 as amended by the Omnibus Crime 

16 Control Act of 1970 and 1973 ••••••••••••••••• $ 183,582 

17 Sec. 2. There is appropriated from the general fund of 

18 the state to the department of puhlic safety for the fiscal 

19 year beginning July 1, 1975 and ending June 30, 197n, the 

20 following amounts, or so much ~hereof as is necessary, to 

21 be used for funding the following programs for the purposes 

22 designated: 

23 1975-1976 

24 Fiscal Year 

2 5 1. AmHNISTRATION 

26 a. For salaries $ 202,000 

27 b. For support, maintenance, and 

28 miscellaneous purposes .•••••...••••..•••••••• $ 105,000 

29 c. For matching federal funds with 

30 the approval of the qovernor •.••••••••••••••• $ 100,000 

31 2. DIVISION OF CRHUNAL INVESTIGA-

32 TION AND BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION 

33 

34 

35 

a. For salaries 

b. For support, maintenance, and 

miscellaneous purposes ••••••••••••.•••••••••• 
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$1,176,700 

$ 333,300 
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1 3. DRUf; LAW ENFORCF.MENT 

2 a. For salaries ..•....•.•••••••.•.•••••.. $ 2~2,500 

3 b. For support, maintenance, and 

4 miscellaneous purposes •••••..••••.••••••••••• $ 124,400 

5 4. DIVISION OF FIRE PROTECTION 

6 a. For salaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 182,200 

7 b. For support, maintenance, and 

8 miscellaneous purposes •.••••••••••••••.•••••• $ 79,000 

9 5. DIVISION OF HIGHWAY SAFETY AND 

10 UNIFORMED FORCE 

11 a. For salaries $6,f'L~2,500 

12 b. For support, maintenance, and 

13 miscellaneous purposes •.•••••..••.•••.••••••• $2,989,000 

14 6. DIVISION OF RADIO COMMUNICATIONS 

15 a. For salaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,160,000 

16 b. For support, maintenance, and 

17 miscellaneous purposes •••.•••...•••.•.....••. $ 314,000 

18 7. TRAFFIC RECORDS AND CRHUNAL 

19 INFORHATION SYSTF.H 

20 a. For salaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 26L~,ooo 

21 b. For support, maintenance, and 

22 miscellaneous purposes .••••••••••.•••.•••••.. $ 565,100 

23 8. DIVISION OF BEER AND LIOUOR 

24 LA~'T ENFORCEHENT 

25 a. For salaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 287,non 

26 b. For support, maintenance, and 

27 

28 

29 

30 

miscellaneous purposes ••••.•.......••••••••.• $ 98,000 

Sec. 3. 

1. The funds appropriated by subsection two (2) of sec­

tion one (1) of this Act constitute a portion of the federal 

31 statutory requirement to provide in the aggregate not less 

32 than one-half of the nonfederal funding for projects con-

33 ducted by units of general local govermnent or combinations 

34 of such units for the development and irn.plementation of 

35 programs and projects for the improvement of law enforce-
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1 ment. 

2 2. Any allocation of funds from funds appropriated by 

3 subsection two (2) of section one (1) of this Act shall be 

4 approved by the state comptroller and the governor. 

5 3. Notwithstanding the provisions of section eight point 

6 thirty-three (8.33) of the Code, all unencumbered or unobli-

7 gated balances of funds appropriated by subsection two (2) 

8 of section one (1) of this Act shall on June 30, 1979 revert 

9 to the general fund of this state. 

10 Sec. 4. In addition to the complement of not to exceed 

11 four hundred ten persons there shall be twenty persons who 

12 shall serve as members of the highway safety patrol for the 

13 period beginning July 1, 1975 and ending June 30, 1977. The 

14 twenty additional members of the highway safety patrol shall 

15 be totally funded through the use of federal funds and at 

16 least one-half of the members employed pursuant to this sec-

17 tion shall either be women or members of a minority group. 

18 Minority group means persons who are either Negro, American 

19 Indian, Spanish surnamed American, Portuguese, Oriental, 

20 Alaskan natives, or Hawaiian natives, or who have been 

21 determined by the civil rights commission to have been 

22 segregated or separated on the basis of race, color, religion, 

23 or national origin as a result of state or local law or 

24 official action. 

25 Sec. 5. Nmv SECTION. After the effective date of this 

26 Act, the department of public safety shall not maintain a 

27 permanent notation on an individual's traffic record, either 

2 8 manual or automated, relating to an individual' s· involvement 

29 in a motor vehicle accident unless the individual was charged 

30 by a peace officer with a violation of a motor vehicle law 

31 or ordinance, and was found guilty by a court of law. Where 

32 a charge has been filed by a peace officer the departwent 

33 may maintain a temporary record pending court disposition. 

34 Upon notification that the individual has been acquitted of 

35 the charge, the department shall destroy a temporary record. 

-3-
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Sec. 6. Notwithstanding the provisions of section eight 

point thirty-nine (8.39) of the Code, there shall be no trans­

fer of funds appropriated by this Act between categories or 

line items provided by this Act. 

5 Sec. 7. All federal grants to and the federal receipts 

6 of the agencies appropriated funds under this Act are 

7 appropriated for the purposes set forth in such federal grants 

8 or receipts. 

9 Sec. 8. Notwithstanding the provisions of section eight 

10 point thirty-three (8.33) of the Code, all unencumbered or 

11 unobligated balances of appropriations made by this Act for 

12 the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1975 remaining on June 30, 

13 1976 shall revert to the general fund on August 31, 1976. 

14 In all other respects the provisions of section eight point 

15 thirty-three (8.33) of the Code shall apply to this Act. 

16 However, funds appropriated pursuant to subsection two 

17 (2) of section one (1) of this Act shall revert as provided 

18 in subsection three (3) of section three (3) of this Act • 

19 EXPLANATION 

20 The appropriation to the Iowa crime commission pursuant 

21 to section 1 is intended to fund at the current level for 

22 support services with an allowance for inflation. This 

23 appropriation will be used to attract $801,000 federal funds 

24 for the planning function and $6,555,000 federal funds to 

2 5 be used for grants. 

26 The appropriations to the department of public safety is 

27 to fund its programs at the current level for support ser-

28 vices with an allowance for inflation. In addition to the 

29 current level, one additional arson investigator for the fire 

30 marshal's office, one additional agent to the B.C.I. and two 

31 additional statistical research analysts for TRACIS were 

32 approved. The arson investigator is to help reduce backlog 

33 of arson cases and the two statistical analysts are to comply 

34 with duties required by law. ~ 

35 Section 4 increases the strength of the highway patrol 
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1 from the present 410 to 430 for the next two years. These 

2 20 additional troopers are not funded in public safety portiQn 

3 of this bill. The troopers are to be funded from federal 

4 funds received by the department. 

5 Section 5 provides that a person's traffic record shall 

6 not contain reference to accident involvement where he'is 

7 not charged with a traffic violation or if charged is not 

8 found guilty. 

9 It is the intent of the committee on appropriations that 

10 funds appropriated by this Act shall not be used to purchase 

11 filing equipment and these funds shall not be transferred 

12 within these depatments for the purpose of using funds other 

13 than for a specific purpose for which appropriated. 
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15 
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H-3767 

1 Amend House File 848 as follows: 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

1. Page 2,line 20, by striking 
"$264,000" and inserting in lieu thereof 
" $ 2 4 3 , 0 0 0 ,, • 

2, Page 2, line 22 by striking 
"$565,100" and inserting in lieu thereof 
"$166,600". 

H-3767 FILED·c(,...._;. s-/%(;r..s4-/ 
MAY 6, 1975 

BY BAKER of Buena Vista 

H-3797 
1 
2 
3 
4 

Amend House File 848 as follows: 
Page 3, by striking all after the word •fundsn 

in line 15, all of lines 16 through 24, and in­
S•"!rting in lieu thereof a period. 

H-3797 FILED ,ADOPTED (1~-'5'') 
MAY 8, 1975 

BY NIELSEN of Polk 
WYCKOFF of Benton 
MILLER of Buchanan 

1 Amend House File 848, page 4, after line 18, by 
2 inserting the following: 

H-3798 

3 "Sec. 9. Chapter eighty C (SOC), Code 1975, ls 
4 amended by adding the following new section: 
5 NEW SECTION. An area crime commission office 
6 existing on July 1, 1974 shall not be merged with, 
7 nor its administrative structure be reduced in 
8 favor of, another area crime commission office 
9 unless the merger or reduction is approved by 

10 the county crime commissions of th~rea to be 
1 1 merged, or is approved by l~w. " 

H-3798 FILED, ADOPTED (;C.S7) BY 
MAY 8, 1975 

HARVEY of Scott 
CUSACK of Scott 
BINA of scott 
TAUKE of Dubuque 
WALTER of Pottawattamie 
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· HOUSE FILE 848 
S-4057 

1 Amend House File 848 as amended and passed by the 
House as follows: 2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

1. Page 4, by inserting before line 19 the fol­
lowing: 

"Sec. Section three hundred twenty-one point 
one hundred eighty-nine (321.189), Code 1975, is 
amended to read as follows: 

321.189 LICENSES ISSUED. The department shall 
upon payment of the required fee, issue to every 
applicant qualifying therefor an operator's or, school 
or chauffeur's license, or an instruction permit, 
or temporary driving permit, as applied for, which 
license shall bear thereon a distinguishing number 
assigned to the licensee, the full name, date of 
birth, occupation, sex, residence address, a brief 
description of the licensee, a color photograph, and 
the usual signature of the licensee. No license shall 
be valid unless it bears the signature of the licensee. 
The department may issue to any Iowa resident over 
the age of fourteen years an identification card 
bearing such information and on such form as pre 
scribed by the department. The identification card 
shall bear a color photograph of the applicant and 
shall be valid for a period of four years. Any 
qualified applicant temporarily residing outside the 
state or whose religious beliefs prohibit photo­
graphing of the person shall be issued, upon 
application, a license, permi.t or identifiction card 
without a color photograph. 

Sec. Section three hundred twenty-one point 
on~ hundred ninety-one (321.191), unnumbered paragraph 
one (1), Code 1975, is amended to read as follows: 

The fee for an operator's license shall be £ive 
six dollars if issued for a period of two years, an~ 
~en eleven dollars if issued for a period of four 
years. The fee for a chauffeur's license shall be 
~en eleven dollars if issued for a period of two 
years, and ~wen~y twenty-one dollars if issued for 
a period of four years. The fee for an instruction 
permit shall be ~nree four dollars and for a temporary 
driver's permit, £~ve six dollars. The fee for an 
identification card shari be four dollars. 

Sec. The provisions of this Act amending 
sections three hundred twenty-one point one hundred 
eighty-nine (321.189) and three hundred twenty-one 
point one hundred ninety-one (321.191) of the Code 
shall become effective for new and renewal licenses 
and identification cards issued by the department 
after July 1, 1977." 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
so 2. Amend the title, lin~_!J_,_~}'. inserting afte~ 
PAGE 2 
S-4057 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

the word "departments" the words "and providing for 
color photographs on operator's and chauffeur's 
licenses, permits, and identification cards issued 
by the state dep~rtment of transportation". 

3. Renumber the sections and correct internal 
references in conformance with this amendment. 

S-4057 FILED-~--:-"~ BY JAMES W. GRIFFIN, SR. 
JUNE 5, 1975 ,_,_, r,..:c.n 
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S-4086 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

Amend the Appropriations Committee 
to House File 848, as follows:. 

1. Line 14, by inserting after the 
word "only". 

· 2. Line 15, by inserting after .. the 
words "between sunrise and sunset 

amendment S-4026 

word "used" the 

word "state" the 

WN ( 'IP)BY BERL E. PRIEBE S-4086 FILED & WITHDRA I 
~ JUNE 9 I 19 7 5 
~~-· -------

L 

HOUSE FILE 848 

s-4088 
1 Amend the Appropriations Committee amendment S-4026 
2 to House File 848, line 15, by inserting after the word 
3 "state" the following: •·. None of the fourteen unmarked 
4 cars shall patrol the highways of the state between 
5 sunset and sunrise." 

S-4088 FILED & WITHDRAWN0h~BY BERL E. PRIEBE 
JUNE 9 I 1975 

-----Senate Ame;&r;~~t to House File 848 
H-4164 

1 .Amend House File 8q8, as amended and passed by 
2 the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 2, by striking lines 12 and 13 and 
4 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
5 "b. For support, maintenance, 
6 and miscellaneous purposes, except 
7 for maintenance of state cars as-
8 signed to the department •• ~:..- •••••••••• $2,089,000 
9 c. For the maintenance of stat~ cars 

10 assigned to the department for , 
11 patrolling the highways of the state, 
12 except that such funds shall not be 
13 expended for the maintenance of more than fourteen 
14 unmarked cars used for patrolling the 
15 h~ghways of the state •.••••••••••••••• $ 900,000• 
16 2. Page 3, by striking lines 25 through 35 and 
17 inserting in lieu thereof the following new section: 
18 · "Sec. __ • NEW SECTION. The department of.public'\ 
19 safety and the state department of transportat1on 
20 shall not make available to persons other than the 
21 named driver or a person authorized by the named 
22 driver, or a court or a peace officer, an individual's 
23 manual or automated traffic record relating to an 
24 individual's involvement in a motor vehicle accident 
25 unless such involvement resulted in ~~e person's 
26 conviction of a violation of a motor vehicle law or 
27 ordinance or unless such person failed to comply with 
28 the provisions of chapter three hundred twenty-one 
29 ·A (321A) of the Code." 
30 3. Page 4, by striking 

H-4164 FILED, RECEIVED FROM SENATE 
JUNE 11, 1975 

lines 18a through 18h. 

~~~~(_ '/~(,;.3"17) 



S-4026 

1 Amend House File 848, as amended and passed by 
2 the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 2, by striking .lines 12 and 13 and 
4 inserting in lieu the~eof the following: 
5 "b. For support, maintenance, 
6 · and miscellaneous purposes, except 
7 for maintenance of state cars as- A 
8 signed to the department •.••••.•.••••• $2,089,000 
9 c. For the maintenance of state · 

10 cars assigned to the department for 
11 patrolling the high¥;ays of the state, 
12 except that such funds shall not be 
13 expended for the maintenance of un-
14 marked cars used for patrolling the 
15 highways of the state ...•••.••••••.••• $ 900,000" 
16 2. Page 3, by striking lines 25 through 35 and 
17 inserting in lieu thereof the following new section: 8 
18 "Sec. NEW SECTIO!,l. The department of purlic 
19 safety ana-the state department of transportation 
20 shall not make available to persons other than the 
21 named driver or a person authorized by the named 
22 driver, or a court or a peace ofticer, an individual's 
23 manual or automated traffic record relating to an 
24 individual's involvement in a motor vehicle accident 
25 unless such involvement resulted in the person's 
26 conviction of a violation of a motor vehicle law or 
27 ordinance or unless such person failed to comply with 
28 the provisions of chapter thr~e hundred twenty-one 
29 A (321A} of the Code." 

S-4026 FILED-a~ Gj.,(is..r.3) BY COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
JUNE 3, 1975 WILLIAM D. PALMER, CffAIRMfu'J 

S-4035 
1 Amend House File 848 as amended and passed 
2 
3 

by the House, page 4 by striking lines 18a throu~h 
18h. -;p~ 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
WILLIAM D. PALMER, CHAIRMAN 

--==-~-··-···-----

S-4049 

1 1\.mcnd the Appropriations Committee ame"ndment S-402"6 
2 to House File 848, on line 13, by insarting aftar the 
3 word "of" the words "more than fourteen". 

S-4049 FILED -a¥~~.4 (!3rt) BY LOWELL L. JUNKINS 
JUNE 4 I 1975 

_I 

I 



House File sas, P. 3 

b. For support, Maintenance, ann 

miscellaneous purposes . . . • • • . • • • . . . • • • • . • . . . . $ 565,100 

S. DIV:J:Sim~ OF BEF:'< AND LI(!VOR 

LA!'I E!JFORCY:/1ENT 

a. For salaries ~ 

h. For support, maintenance, and 

miscellaneous purposes •••••........•••......• $ 

Sec. 3. 

2R7,000 

98,000 

1. The funds approPriated hy subsection two (2) of sec­

tion one (1) of this Act constitute a portion of the federal 

statutory requirement to provide in the aggregate not less 

than one-half of the nonfederal funding for projec~s con­

ducte~ hy units of general local government or combinations 

of such units for the development and implementation of 

programs and projects for the improvement of law enforce-

Ment. 

2. Any allocation of "unds fran funds appropriated hy 

subsection two (2) of section one (1) of this Act shall be 

approved by the state comptroller and the governor. 

3. Notwithstandinq the nrovisions of section eight noint 

thirty-three (8.33) of the Code, all unencumbered or unobli­

qated balances of funds apPropriated by subsection two (2) 

of section one (1) of this Act shall on June 30, 1979 revert 

to the general fund of this state. 

Sec. 4. In addition to the complement of not to exceed 

four hundred ten persons there shall be twenty persons who 

shall serve as members of the hiryhway safety patro .. for the 

perio•' beginning July 1, 1975 and ending June 31J, 1977. The 

twenty additional members of the hiqhway safety patrol shall 

be totally funded through the use of federal funds. 

Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. The department of public safety 

state department of transportation shall not make 

available to nersons other than the named driver or a per­

son authorized by the na!'l.ed driver, or a court or a peace 

officer, an individual's manual or autoi'lated 

relatinq to an individual's involvement in a motor vehicle 

unless such involvement resulted in the person's 

• 

uJo 

House File 848, P. 4 

.,}.tO (conviction of a violation of a motor vehicle law or ordinance 

\Y'' r or unless such person failed to comnly with the nrovisions 

I.._~ chapter three hundred twenty-one A (321A) of 

• 

Sec. 6. Notwithstandins the provisions of section~iqht 
Point thirty-nine (~.39) of the Code, there shall he no trans­

fer of funds approT)riated "'/ thi.s 1\ct between categories or 

line items provided by this Act. 

Sec. 7. All federal grants to and the fe~eral receipts 

of the agencies appropria~ed funds under this Act are 

appronriated for the purposes set forth in such federal grants 

or receipts. 

Sec. 8. Notwithstanding the provisions of section eight 

noint thirty-three (8.33) of the Code, all unencumbered or 

unobligated balances of annrooriations made by this Act for 

the <'iscal year beginninq Julj 1, 1975 reJToaining on June 3(), 

197(; shall revert to the C)eneral fnnd on Auqust 11, 197(; •. 

In all other respects the nrovisions of section eiqht point 

thirty-three (8.31) of the Code shall apply to this Act. 

However, funds appronriated pursuant to subsection two 

(7) of section one (1) o~ this Act shall revert as provided 

in subsection three (3) of section three (3) of this Act. 

DALT\ ~l. COCHRAN 
Sneaker of the House 

ARTHUR A. NF:U 
Presirtent of the Senate 

I hereby ce::':ify that this bill oriqinatec'\ in the House and 

is knmvn as House Fi:Ce 84B, Sixty-sixth r,eneral Assembly. 

App<oveO 1/; ( , me 

ROBERT D. RAY 
(;over nor 

DAVID L. HRAY 
Chief Clerk of the House 

• 
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HOUSP FILE 848 

A>l ACT 

Hl'.KI'IG APPROPRIN!'!O'lS TO THE IOI•JA CR!"E COI~HISSION A'<fJ mHE 

DFPA'<'"'lr:'JT OT' PUBLIC SAFETY AND PROVIDING FOP ":'HE AD>'I'l­

IS':'RA"'I0'1 A'!D USE OF FlE-JDS A'lD PF:RSONEP.L OF SUCH DEPAR":'­

HF:tlms. 

BE rm E'lAC"'PD BY ':'HE GFNERATJ ASSE1'1BLY 01" THE STATE OF .IOHA: 

Section 1. There is appropriated from the general fund 

of the state to the Io<-la cri!'le col'lmission for the fiscal year 

beginnin(1 July 1, 1975 ann ennincr June 30, 1976 excent as 

nrovined in subsection three (3) of section three (3) of this 

Act, the followinq amounts, or so Much thereof as is necessary, 

to be used for the purposes designated: 
1975-197() 

Fiscal Year 

1. For salaries, support, mainte-

nance and I'liscellaneous nurnoses ••••..•..••.. $ 71 '31)2 

2. For the purpose of matching 

federal funds available to the Iowa 

crime comission through the Onnibus 

Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 

1968 as arn.<ended by the OY~nibus Crine 

Control Act of 1970 anCl. 1973 • •• • • •. • • • •• • • . . • $ 183,5~7 

Sec. ?.. There is anpropriaten from the general fund of 

the state to the department nf nublic safety for the fiscal 

year beginning July 1, 1975 and ending June 30, 1976, the 

following arn.nunts, or so much ':he:reof as is necessarv, to 

be used for funding the following programs for the purposes 

designated: 

1. ADHINIS'T'RATIO}l 

a. For salaries .......................... 
b. For support, maintenance, and 

1'l7S-1976 

Fiscal Year 

~ ., 202,1)()0 

• • 
House File 843, P. 2 

miscellanenus purnoses ...................... . 1>3,()1)0 

c. For natching federal funds with 

the a~proval of the governor ................. $ 101),0()() 

2. DIVIS I!)'·! OF CRH!INAL I>TVPS"'1GA­

TION MlD B!JRT:AU OF IDENTIFlCATI0'•l 

a. For sctlaries 

b. For support, maintenance, and 

miscellaneous nurposes ..•...............•.... 

3. DRUG LATtl F'''IFORCPHEN'T' 

a. For salaries 

b. For support, maintenance, ann 

JT\iscellaneous purposes .......•......•...•.•.. 

4. D!"ISI01,T OF FIRB PR0?'F:C'"I0N 

a. For salaries 

b. For SUPIJOrt, maintenance, o.nd 

miscellaneous purposes ...•.....•.•.•......... 

5. DIVISIO"l OF HIGHWAY SAFF'"'Y A\JD 

UNIPOWlED FORCF: 

a. For salaries 

b. For supnort, Tiaintenance, and 

miscellaneous purposes, except for 

maintenctnce of state cars assinned 

q,17G,7fl0 

$ 3'33,31)0 

~ 262,500 

1'?.1 1 ,l!()() 

18.<' /1)0 

$ 7~,1)1)0 

%' filt2 ,500 

to the departnent . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . $2,089,000 

c. For the !'laintenance of stctte 

cars assigned to the department for 

patrolling the highways of the state, 

excec,fc tlortt snch funds shall not be 

exnencted fnr the maintenance of more 

thrtn fourteen unTiarked cars usen for 

patrollincr the hiqhwctys of the state ......... &, 900,n00 

6. DIVISION OF RADIO COI\riUNICA"'l0'lS 

a. For salaries S1, 1hO,fl00 

h. For support, Claintenance, and 

miscellanenus nurposes ......•.•.............. $ 314,000 

7. ~RAFFIC RECORDS AND CRHHNAL 

l'TFORHA7'IO'l SYSTE'l 

a. For salaries 2611,n0o 
:::t:: 
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QC 
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STATE CAPITOL 

DES MOINES. IOWA !50319 

RoBERT D. RAY 
GOVERNOR 

The Honorable Melvin D. Synhorst 
Secretary of State 
State Capitol Building 
L 0 CAL 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

July 15, 1975 

I hereby transmit House File 848; -.An'Act making appropriations to 
the Iowa Crime Commission and the Department of Public Safety and 
providing for the administration·and use of funds and personnel of 
such departments. 

House File 848 :is approved July 15, 1975, with the following exception 
which I hereby disapprove. 

I am unable to approve Item 5 designated in the Act as Section 5 
which reads as follows: 

"Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. The department of public safety and 
the state department of transportation shall not make avail­
able to persons.other than the named driver or a person 
authorized by the named driver, or a court or a peace 
officer, an individual's manual or automated traffic 
record relating to an individual's involvement in a motor 
vehicle accident unless such involvement resulted in the 
person's conviction of a violation of a motor vehicle law 
or ordinance or unless such person failed to comply with the 
provisions of chapter three hundred tv1enty-one A (321A) of 
the Code. 11 

This item would restrict the Departments of Public Safety and 
Transportation from releasing information on motor vehicle accidents 
on a driver's record unless that driver first authorized the release 
of that information. 

I am not doubting that this provision was inserted in House File 848 
with good intent-- that of protecting an individual's right of 
privacy. 'I share that same concern. Yet, there are several other 
concerns in this case which convince me that this is an inappropriate 
effort and does not accomplish the desired result. 

The purpose of this item was to prevent insurance companies fro1n 
securing information on motor vehicle accidents that do not result in 
a conviction. Apparently it was felt by some legislators that 
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insurance companies do not need this type of information to write 
insurance policies. However, this restriction would not accomplish 
the desired intent. 

To properly rate and classify a policyholder, an insurance company 
needs as complete a record of information as possible. Since this 
item provides that a driver may authorize another person to secure 
his complete driving record, the insurance companies would be forced 
into the position of requiring that before any new policy is issued or 
an exi:jting policy is renewed, that the driver authorize the insurance 
company tosecure his or her complete driving record including all 
motor vehicle accidents. 

While this can be accomplished, it will-not be don~ so-without-cost­
and delay~ In insuring Iowa's 1.9 million drivers, insurance companies 
will have considerably more paper work. The costs involved in securing 
authorization from drivers, processing them, .and keeping them on file 
will mean· increased expenses for the insurance companies. In all _, .·, --. 
likelihood these increased expenses will be passed on to the consumer 
in the form of higher premium costs. 

Since this section speaks to individual drivers, it is probable that 
insurance companies would require authorization from each driver who 
is covered under a specific policy. That would mean that in a family, 
each spouse and child who drives would have to provide their individual 
authorization. This might be difficult to secure in some families­
whose members are a\vay from home·. The delays and additional expenses 
experienced by insurance companies would be similarly passed on to 
the consumer. 

Drivers who enjoy good driving records and are free of accidents 
should not be placed in the position of subsidizing bad drivers who may 
have numerous traffic citations and accidents on their reco:cd. This 
restriction on the dissemination of information could help protect the 
bad drivers at the expense of the good drivers. 

I would be more receptive to this approach if I were aware of abuses 
that have occurred under the present system. Yet we have not learned 
of any. Rather the present system seffins to do an effective job of 
keeping the Departments of Public Safety and Transport.ation informed 
of a-person's driving performance. By maintaining complete driving 
records, departmental personnel continue to improve driver safety 
habits. 

Another:concern of mine is the question of whether this item would 
be effective for only the one-year lifespan of this appropriation 
bill or be incorporated into the permanent language of the Code. If 
it were to be effective for only one year, insurance companies would 
have to go to the expense of printing up new forms at ultimate cost 
to ·the consumer that would be used only one year. If it 1-vere to be made 
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a permanent part of law, then it raises a constitutional question. 
The Attorney General has suggested that second subject matters in a 
bill (including this matter in this bill) make the entire bill 
unconstitutional. Whether this is so or not, this is a good 
illustration of what does not belong in an appropriation bill. 
Section 5 of House File 848 should stand on its own merits in an 
individual bill~~ '' 

For these reasons I hereby disapprove this item in accordance 
with Amendment 4 of the Amendments of 1968 to the Constitution of the 
State of Iowa. All other items of House File 848 are hereby approved 
this date. c. 

S~ly, 

~c;4W, 

RDR:kjd 

Robert D. Ray 
Governor 

cc: Secretary .of the Senate -,~,~ 

Chief Clerk of the House 


