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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act to establish an office of prosecuting attorneys 

2 training coordinator and to prescribe the functions 

3 and duties. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF. THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 7tr~ • 

1 Section 1 • NEH SECTION. . DEPHJITIONS. As used in this 

2 Act unless the context otherwise requires: 

3 1. "Council" means the prosecuting attorneys training 

4 coordinator council. 

5 2. "Executive director" means the executive director of 

6 the council. 

7 3. "Office" means the office of prosecuting attorneys 

8 training coordinator established in this Act. 

9 4. "Prosecuting attorneys" means county attorney, district 

10 attorney, or any attorney charged with responsibility of 

11 prosecution of violation of state laws. 

12 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. ESTABLISHHENT. 

13 1. The office of prosecuting attorneys training coordinator 

14 is established as an autonomous entity in the department of 

15 justice. 

16 2. The head of the office is the prosecuting attorneys 

17 training coordinator council. 

18 3. The chief administrative officer of the office is the 

19 executive director who shall be a regular employee of the 

20 department of justice and appointed by the council. He shall 

21 hold office at the pleasure of the council. He shall perform 

22 the functions and duties assigned to him by the council. 

23 The council may employ other persons as it deems necessary 

24 to implement this Act. 

2 5 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. MEMBERSHIP AND TEID1S. The council 

26 shall consist of five members as follows: 
27 1. The attorney general or his designated representative. 

2 8 2. The president of the Iowa county attorneys association 

29 or its successor. 

30 3. Three members elected by the Iowa county attorneys 

31 association or its successor. 
32 A member shall vacate his appointment upon termination 

33 of his official position as a prosecuting attorney or an 

34 attorney general. A vacancy shall be filled in the same 

35 manner as the original appointment. A member appointed to 
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1 fill a vacancy created other than by expiration of a term 

2 on the council shall be appointed for the unexpired term of 

3 the member whom he is to succeed in the same manner as the 

4 original appointment. Any member may be reappointed for an 

5 additional term. 

6 The terms of the elected members shall be three years and 

7 shall begin January 1, following the effective date of this 

8 Act, but initial terms shall be staggered so that the elected 

9 members shall serve terms of one, two, and three years 

10 respectively. 

11 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. ORGA~IZATION. The council shall 

12 designate from among its members a chairman and vice chairMan ,,, 

13 who shall serve for one-year terms and who may be reelected. 

14 Membership on the council shall not constitute holding a 

15 public office, and members of the council shall not be required 

16 to take and file oaths of office before serving on the council. 

17 A member of the council shall not be disqualified from holding 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

any public office or employment by reason of membership on 

the council, nor shall one member forfeit the office or 

employment, by reason of appointment under this Act, 

notwithstanding the provisions of any law, ordinance or city 

charter. 

Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. MEETINGS. The council shall meet 

24 at least four times each year and shall hold meetings when 

25 called by the chairman, or in the absence of the chairman, 

26 by the vice chairman or when called by the chairman upon the 

27 written request of three members of the council. The council 

28 shall establish its own procedures and requirements with 

29 respect to quorum, place and conduct of its meetings and other 

30 matters. 

31 Sec. 6. NEW SEC'l'ION. REPORT REQUIRED. The council shall 

32 make an annual report to the governor and to the Iowa county 

33 

34 

35 

attorneys association or its successor regarding its efforts 

to implement the puroses of this Act. 

Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. EXPENSES PAID. The members of the 
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1 council shall serve without compensation but shall be entitled 

2 to their actual ex~enses in attending meetings and in the 

3 performance of their duties. 

4 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. DUTIES. The council shall keep 

5 the prosecuting attorneys and assistant prosecuting attorneys 

6 of the state informed of all changes in law and matters 

7 pertaining to their office to the end that a uniform system 

8 of conduct, duty and procedure is established in each county 

9 of the state. 

10 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. AUTHORITY. The council may: 

11 1. Enter into agreements with other public or private 

12 agencies or organizations to implement this Act. 

13 2. Cooperate with and assist other public or private 

14 agencies or organizations to implement this Act. 

15 3. Make recommendations to the general assembly on matters 

16 pertaining to its responsibilities under this Act. 

17 Sec. 1 0. NEW SECTION. RECEIPT OF FUNDS. The council 

18 may accept funds, grants and gifts from any public or private 

19 source which shall be used to defray the expenses incident 

20 to implementing its responsibilities under this Act. 

21 Sec. 11. This Act shall be known and may be cited as the 

22 "Prosecuting Attorneys Training Coordinator Act of 1975". 

23 EXPLANATION 

24 This bill establishes a prosecuting attorneys training 

25 coordinator who w111 be diverted f1:omwithin ·the department 

26 of justice and provides for the creation of a council which 

27 will appoint the training coordinator whose duties shall be 

28 to develop a program of continuing education, to disseminate 

29 information, to achieve a uniform system of conduct, duty 

30 and procedure in the administration of justice in this state. 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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HOUSE FILE '166 2 · '~'he ~oresident of tl1e Iowa county attorneys association 
or its successor. 

All ACT 3. 'L'hre.e meubers elected by the Iowa county attorneys 
TO ES?AB:C.ISI! A.l'J OFFICE OF PROS.LCUTLlG A'i''i'ORtiBYS 'l'RlH!Hi<G 

COORDii!Ni'OR Arm TO PRESCRiilB THE FUUC'i'IO:<S A.'l"D DU'"'II;S. 

BE I'l' I;;JACTBD BY 'l'HE r;Lii:CRAL i\SSEHBLY OF THE S'l'A'i'E OF IOiYA: 

Section 1. ~ll:W SI;CTIO:r. DEFilHTIOCJS. As used in this 

Act unless tite co':ltext otherwise requires: 
1. "Council" means tae prosecuting attorneys training 

coordinator council. 

2. "J:;xecutive director" means the executive director of 
the council. 

3. "Office" means ti1e office of prosecuting attorneys 

training coordinator established in this Act. 

4. "Prosecuting at~orneys" means county attorney, district 

attorney, or any attorney charged wi tlt responsibility of 

prosecution of violation of state laws. 

Sec. 2. t/1~\-l SECTIO!l. ES'I'ABLISH!1ENT. 

1. ?i1e office of prosecuting attorneys training coordinator 

is established as an autonomous entity in the department of 
justice. 

2. Tl1e itead of the office is the iJrosecuting attorneys 

training coordinator council. 

3. '.:.'he chief adninistrative officer of the office is the 

executive director wiw shall be a regular enployee of the 

departraent of justice and appointed by tile council. He shall 

hold off ice at the pleasure of the council. He shall perforra 

thG func':ions and unties assigned to ;lif.l by the council. 

The council nay ;mploy otlter persons as i·t deews necessary 

to im~)lcrl1ent this L"\cC.. 

Sec. 3. ;mil S::::CTION. HE!IBERS!IIP AND TERHS. The council 

shall consist of five nerabers as follows: 

1. '..l.'lte attorney general or his designatec:i rei_Jresentative. 

association or its s~ccessor. 

A raembcr shall vucate his appointment upon termination 

of his official position as a prosecuting attorney or an 

attorney general. A vuca;1cy shall be filled in the same 

manner as the ori::Jinal aptJointnent. A member appointed to 

fill a vacancy createci other t:1at1 by expiration of a terra 

on the co:1ncil shall be ar)pointe<.l for the unexpired term of 

the menbcr whon he is to succeed in ti1e sane manner as the 

original appointment. Any n~nJer may be reappointed for an 
additional term. 

The terns of t.te elected members shall be three years and 

shall be'} in January 1, follm·;ing the effective date of this 

Act, but initial terms shall be staggered so that the elected 

members shall serve terms of one, two, and three years 
respectively. 

Sec. 4. clE\v SI.;C'l'ION. ORGl'.lJIZATION. 'i'he council shall 

designate from among its r.:er.iliers a chairman and vice chairlilan 

w:'lo shall serve for one-year terms and who may be reelected. 

l!embershi,:> on the council shall not constitute holding a 

public office, and ne:Clbers of the council shall not be required 

to take and file oat:ts of office before serving on the council. 

A member of the council s!1all not be disqualified from holding 

any pu0lic office or employment by reason of membership on 

th2 council, nor shall on~ ItlCrilb~r forfeit t:1e office or 

employrn~nt, by reason o:: a~_)pointnent under this Act, 

not\:li thstan<ling the pro~.risions of any law, ordinance or city 
c:1arter. 

Sec. 5. lJCW s~crl.,IOrJ. Ill:E'J..'I~JGS. •.;.,he council shall neet 

at least four times each year an~ shall nold :neetings when 

called by tile c:1airnan, or in the absence of the chairman, 

by the vice c:tairman or 1·rllen called by the chairnan upon the 

written request of thr0:; uenbers of the council. The council 

shall esta~).tish its O\Vli .,.)roceclul.-es and requirer.1ents with 

respect to quorum, placf! anc·l co:1duc·t of its m~etings and oti.ter 

;x: 
:-n 

~ 



House File 7G6, P. 3 

matt.ers. 

Sec. 6. ;lE\i' SEC'i'IOll. RI:POR':.' P-EQL'IRED. Th2 council shall 

mal:a an annual report to the gov:.>rnor and to the Iowa county 

attoro1eys association or its s'-lccessor regarding its efforts 

to iraplement the purposes of this Act. 

Sec. 7. iJEiv SECTION. EXPEtl~>ES PAID. The members of the 

council shall serve without cor.1pensation but shall be entitled 

to their ac'::ual expenses in attending meetings and in the 

performance of their duties. 

Sec. 8. :JJ:Ii' SECTIO:l. DUTIES. The council shall ],eep 

the prosecuting attorneys and assistant prosecuting attorneys 

of ::he state informed of all changes in law and matters 

pertaining to their office to the end tha·t a uniform system 

of conduct, duty and procedure is established in each county 

of tl1e state. 

Sec. 9. ;ml-7 SECTION. AUTHORE'Y. The council may: 

1. Enter into agreements Hith other public or private 

agencies or organizations to implement this Act. 

2. Coo;>erate tvi th and assist other public or private 

agencies or organizations to icc1~.olement t:-:tis Act. 

3. Make recommendations to the general assembly on matters 

pertaining to its responsibilities under this Act. 

Sec. 1 0. :lE\'1 SECTION. HBCJ:IP'l' OF FUNDS. 'i'he council 

may accept funds, grants and gifts from any public or private 

source which shall be used to defray the expenses incident 

to implementing its responsibilities under this Act. 
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Sec. 11. This Act shall 0e know!l and may be cited as the 

"Prosecuting Attorneys Training Coordinator 1\ct of 1975". 

DALi: H. COCJ,1U\N 
Speaker of the House 

ARTHUR A. NEU 
President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this !>ill originated in the House and 

is ::nown as House File 766, Sixty-sixth General Assembly. 

Approved ~~ , 1975 

ROBERT D. RAY 
Governor 

DAVID L. WRAY 
Chief Clerk of the House 
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