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1 An Act re~ating to vehicle inspection and issuing inspection 

2 orders by authorized employees. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S. F. H.F. 50~ 

1 Section 1. Section three hundred twenty-one point two 

2 hundred thirty-eiqht (321.238), Code 1975, is amended by 

3 adding the following new numbered subsections: 

4 NEW SUBSECTION. 25. As used in this section: 

5 a. "Authorized officer" means an officer of the Iowa 

6 highway safety patrol designated by the commissioner of public 

7 safety to make a spot vehicle inspection or a state employee 

8 of the transportation regulation and safPty division, or its 

9 successor, of the state department of transportation designated 

10 by the director to make a spot vehicle inspection. 

1 1 b. "Spot vehicle inspection" means an equipment safety 

12 inspection of a vehicle conducted by an authorized officer 

13 to determine if the vehicle should be inspected at an 

14 inspection station. 

15 c. "Inspection order" means the fo~ established by the 

16 department to be given to the operator of a vehicle by an 

17 authorized officer following a spot vehicle inspection when 

18 the vehicle requires further inspection at an inspection 

19 station. 

20 NEW SUBSECTION. 26. An authorizer} officer may stop anc'l 

21 inspect a vehicle brdng operated upon the highways fo::: a spot 

22 vehicle inspection when the authorized officer has reasonable 

23 cause to believe that the vehicle lacks required equipment 

24 in adequate condition or proper adjustment or is othen,rise 

25 in an unsafe condition so aR to create a danger to the safety 

26 of other motorists. If the authorized officer after performing 

27 the spot vehicle inspection has reasonable cause to believe 

28 that the vehicle does not conform to the vehicle safety 

29 requirements of this section, the authorized employee shall 

30 issue an inspection order to the operator and forward two 

31 copies to the deparb1ent. The inspection order shall direct 

32 that the vehicle be inspected at an inspection station within 

33 fourteen days. If the authorized officer determines that 

34 the operator of the vehicle is not the O'\'mer or custodian 

35 of the vehicle, this fact shall be indicated on the inspection 
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1 order. The department, upon receipt of an inspection order 

2 with an indication the operator is not the owner or custodian, 

3 shall forward one copy by certifiPd Mail to the owner or 

4 custodian and the four~een-day period to ohtain a vehicle 

5 inspection shall be9in on the date of certified receipt. 

6 If the vehicle is not inspected within the fourteen-day period 

7 it shall be deemed that the vehicle has not passed the 

8 inspection and the provisions of subsection eleven (11) of 

9 this section apply. 

10 Sec. 2. Section three hundred twenty-one point two hundred 

11 thirty-eight (321.238), subsection four (4), Code 1975, is 

12 amended by adding the followinq new lettered paragraphs: 

13 NEW LETTERED PARAGRAPH. Provide instruc~~ion and all neces-

14 sary forms for inspection orders. The inspection order shall 

15 direct the owner or custodian of the vehicle to present the 

16 inspection order to the inspection station for endorsement 

17 that the vehicle has been inspectPd and passed and an official 

18 certificate of inspection has been affixed. The inspection 

19 order shall direct that the vehicle be inspected at an 

20 inspection station within fourteen days. 

21 NETt-7 LETTERED PARAGRAPH. Designate employees of the trans-

22 portation regulation and safety division, or its successor, 

23 of the state department of transportation to conduct spot 

2 4 inspections. 

25 Sec. 3. Section three hunrlred twenty-one point two hundred 

26 thirty-eight (321.238), subsection ten (10), unnumbered para-

27 graph two (2), Code 1975, is a~ended to read as follows: 

2 8 Upon completion of inspection of a vehicle and deter~ir.a-

29 tion that its equipment is in adequate condition and proper 

30 adjustment to warrant issuance of a certificate of inspection, 

31 the inspection station which has made the inspection shall 

32 affix an official certificate of inspection to such vehicle 

33 in the manner specified by the directo1· and endorse on any 

34 inspection order presented that the certificate of inspec-

35 tion has been issued and forward the inspection order to the 
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1 departnent. Except as otherwise provided, the certificate 

2 shall be valid for the period co~nencing with the calendar 

3 month of issue and ending at midnight on the last day of the 

4 twelfth calendar month following the month of issue and shall 

5 not be valid thereafter. The certificate shall cease to be 

6 valid if the vehicle is sold at retail durina the twelve-month 

7 period. 

8 Sec. 4. Section three hundred twenty-one point two hundred 

9 thirty-eight (321.238), subsection thirteen (13), Code 1975, 

10 is amended to read as follows: 

11 13. Any peace officer who makes an investigation of an 

12 accident may direct that any motor vehicle involved in the 

13 accident shall be inspected at an official inspection station 

14 within the time fixed by such peace officer but in all cases 

15 within a period no lonqer than fourteen days. 

16 The peace officer shall include in the reoort reauired 

17 by section three hundred hv-enty-one point two hundred sixtv-

18 six (321.266) of the Code the date by which the inspection 

19 must be performed. 

20 EXPLANATION 

21 This bill establishes a procedure for designated employees 

22 of the Iowa highway safety patrol and the stnte department 

23 of transportation to conduct spot inspec~ions of vehicles 

24 for compliance with the safety equipment requirements and 

25 issue inspection orders directinq that an inspection at an 

2 6 inspection station be conducted within fourteen days. 
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H.:.3356 

1 ~7nd House File502, page 2, line s, by 
2 str.1k.1ng the words "certified receipt" and 
3 inserting in lieu thereof the word "dispatch". 

H-3356 FILED- w.o.'f/17(11?'~) BY KRAUSE OF Palo Alto 
MARCH 27, 1975 

H-3373 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

Amend House File 502 as follows: 
1. Page 2, line 4, by inserting after the word 

"custodian'' the words "with return receipt requested 
by a date certain as fixed by the department pursuant 
to rules". 

2. Page 2, line 5, by striking the words 
"certified receipt" and inserting in lieu thereof 
the words "returned receipt or return of the notice". 

H-3373 FILED-u~ -f/7 (117~) 
MARCH 31, 1975 

BY KRAUSE of Palo Alto 

H-3568 
1 Amend House File 502, page 3, line 15, by 
2 inserting the following after the period (.) 
3 "If the vehicle is undergoing repairs or parte 
4 necessary to make repairs are on order, the motor 
5 vehicle need not be inspected until such repairs 
6 are completed; ~rovided, however, the motor vehicle 
7 shall not be dr.1ven upon the highways until the 
8 repairs have been CQ!Pleted and the vehicle has 
9 passed inspection, except to move It to ana lroa 

10 an inspection station.~ 

H-3568 FILED· a~ ¥)7(t17o) BY KRAUSE of Palo Alto 
APRIL 15, 1975 

H-3963 
House FiJe 502 

1 Amend House File ~02, page 1, line 14, by inserting 
2 after the word "stat1on" the following: 
3 "and shall not.include inspection of the "glove 
4 compar~ment" or "trunk" or any other area that is not 
5 ~ssent1~l to the performance of an equipment safety_ 
6 1nspect1on". 

H-396 3 FILED -IJ..~ ... s-j;, 9 {~t:Jao) 
MAY 28, 1975 

BY KRAUSE of Palo Alto 
BINA of Scott 
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House File 502 

Amend House File 502 as follows: 
l. Page 1, by striking lines 20 through 30 and 

inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
"NEW SUBSECTION. 26. An authorized officer may 

stop and inspect a vehicle being operated on the high­
ways for a spot vehicle inspection when the authorized 
officer observes that the vehicle is being operated in 
a peculiar, erratic, or unsafe manner that would give 
the authorized officer reason to believe that a 
mechanical defect exists in the vehicle that would 
create a hazard to the safety of other persons. An 
authorized officer may also stop a vehicle and conduct 
a spot vehicle inspection if upon visual inspection of 
the vehicle, the authorized officer aetermines that the 
head lamps, rear lamps or any other equipment required 
by chapter three hundred twenty-one (321) of the Code 
is not in adequate condition or proper adjustment and 
would create a hazard to the safety of other persons. 
The authori 7 ed officer shall indicate on any inspection 
order issued the reasons for which the vehicle is 
stopped in addition to any safety equipment deficienr.ies 
found to exist during the spot vehicle inspectiou 0 If' 
after performing the spot vehicle inspection, the 
authorized officer determines to the best of his or her 
ability that operation of the vehicle does in fact create 
.a hazard to the safety of other persons, the authorized 
officer may issue an inspection order to the operator 
and forward two". · 

2. Page 2, line 9, by inserting after the period 
the following: 

"Nothing in this subsection shall be construed 
to limit the applicability of sections three hundred 
twenty-one point three hundred eighty-one (321.381) 
and three hundred twenty~one point four hundred 
ninety-two (321.492), of the Code)" 

H-3983 FILED-ti.~.s-~r(.-:20..11} BY KRAUSE of Palo Alto 
MAY 29, 1975 DRAKE of Muscatine 
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H-3687 
1 Amend House File 502 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by striking lines 20 through 30 and 
3 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
4 "NEW SUBSECTION. 26. An authorized officer may 
5 stop and inspect a vehicle being operated on the high-
6 ways for a spot vehicle inspection when the authorized 
7 officer observes that the vehicle is being operated in 
8 a peculiar, erratic, or unsafe manner that would give 
9 the authorized officer reason to believe that a 

10 mechanical defect exists in the vehicle that would 
11 create a hazard to the safety of other persons. An 
12 authorized officer may also conduct a spot vehicle 
13 inspection if upon visual inspection of the vehicle, 
14 the authorized officer determines that the head lamps, 
15 rear lamps or any other equipment required by chapter 
16 three hundred twenty-one {321) of the Code is not in 
17 adequate condition or proper adjustment and would 
18 create a hazard to the safety of other persons. If, 
19 after performing the spot vehicle inspection, the 
20 authorized officer determines to the best of his or 
21 her ability that operation of the vehicle does in 
22 fact create a hazard to the safety of other persons, 
23 the authorized officer may issue an inspection order 
24 to the operator and forward two". 
25 2. Page 2, line 9, by inserting after the period 
26 the following: 
27 "Nothing in this subsection shall be construed 
28 to limit the applicability of sections three hundred 
29 twenty-one point three hundred eighty-one {321.381) 
30 and three hundred twenty-one point four hundred 
31 ninety-two (321. 492), of the Code." 

H-3687 FILED· 1/~s/~'1 {.to 3 o) BY KRAUSE of Palo Alto 
APRIL 29, 1975 



e 

HOUSE FILE 502 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO VEHICLE INSPECTI0'1 AND ISSUING INSPECTION ORDERS 

BY AU'i'HORIZED F.l'lPLOYEI;S. 

BE IT P.NACTED BY THE GENFRAL ASSr.HBLY OF THE STATE OF IO\·TA: 

Section 1. Section three hundred twenty-one ])oint two 

hundred thirty-eight (321.238), Code 1975, is a~en~e~ by 

adding the followinq new numbered suhsections: 

NEW SUBSEC~ION. 25. As used in this section: 

a. "Authorized officer" !'leans an officer of the Iowa 

highway safety patrol designated by the comissioner of nublic 

safety to ~ake a spot vehicle insnection or a state eMployee 

of the transportation reaulation and safety division, or it~ 

successor, of the state department of transnortation desi~nated 

by the director to make a snot vehicle inspection. 

b. "Spot vehicle inspection" neans an equipnent safety 

inspection of a vehicle conducted hy an authorized officer 

to deterMine if the vehicle should be insnected at an 

inspection station and shall not include inspection of the 

"glove compartment" or "trunk" or any other area that is not 

essential to the performance of an eauiornent safety insJ)ection. 

c. "Inspection order" ~eans the form estahlished by the 

departMent to be given to the operator of a vehicle by an 

authorized officer following a spot vehicle inspection when 

the vehicle requires further inspection at an inspection 

station. 

NE'•l SUBSECTION. 26. An authori7.ed officer May stop and 

inspect a vehicle beinq operated on the hiqhways for a spot 

vehicle inspection vlhen the authorized officer observes that 

the vehicle is being operated in a ?eculiar, erratic, or 

unsafe manner that would give the authorized officer reason 

to believe that a mechanical defect exists in the vehicle 

that would create a hazard to the safety of other Persons. 

An authorized officer may also stop a vehicle and conduct 
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a spot vehicle insnection if upon visual insnection of th0 

vehicle, the authorized officer deteerr1ines that t!)e heac' 

lamps, rear lcurtps or any other equi!1T:l.Cnt requirer bv cha!Jter 

thn'e hundred tHP-nty-one (321) of the Code is not in ar1eauate 

condition or proner adjust,ent and would creeate a haz?.rd to 

the safety of other nersons. The autJ-,orized officer shall 

indicate on any insJ)ection order issued the reasons for which 

the vehicle is stopned in addition to any safety eoui~l'lent 

deficiencies found to .exist dnrino the snot vehicle inspectioP. 

If a~ter performing the spot v~hicle inspection, the ~uthoriz8~ 

efficer deterl'1ines to the best of his or her ability that 

operation of the vehicle does in fact create a hazard to the 

safety of other persons, the authorized officer nay issue 

an inspection order to the operator and forwar~ ~~qo copies 

to the department. Tl:P inspection order sha. 1 1 c1irect tha",. 

the vehicle be inspected at an inscection station within 

fourteen days. If the aut!)orized officer deterl'\ines t!)jt 

the operator of the vehicle is not the owner or custodian 

of the vehicle, this fact shall ~e indicater1 on the insnection 

ordP.r. The denartnent, upon receipt of an insnection order 

with an inrtic2tion the onerator is not the rnJner or custodian, 

shall forward one CO?Y by certified mail to t!)e owner or 

custodian with return receeirt re0nested by a date certain 

as fixed by the deoartM<"nt p;;rsuant to rules and the "ourteen­

day period to obtain a vehicle inspection shall beain on the 

date of return receipt or return of the notice. If the vehicle 

is not ins;>ectRd <vi thin the fourteen-day ;>eriod it shall b<~ 

deel'\ed that the vehicle has not passed the insnection and 

the provisions of subsection eleven (11) of this section 

apply. Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to linit 

the apnlicahility of sections three J-,unr1red twenty-onP- noint 

three hundred ei0htv-one ( 321. :1R 1) and three h'1:1c'rec' tl··cntv­

one point four hundred ninety-two (321.4~2), o" t''·' C:oC:e. 

Sec. 2. Section three hundref: twAnt.y-one ~Jrint ::Po hun<~red 

thirty-ei')ht (321.238), subsection four (4), Code 1C\75, is 

aMenderl by adding the ~ollov,;in_rr "'1PH letteTccl naraara'>l"'ls: 

NPN LETTF:RED PARAG~.l\PH. Providt> in~truct:ion anc~ all rtPCP3-
--
"T: 
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House File 5G7., P. 3 

sary forms for ins;•ection orders. The insnection order shall 

direct the ovmer or custodian of the vehicle to nresenf: t)cce 

inspection order to the inspection station for endorser\ent 

that the ve~icle ~as been inspected and nassed and an official 

certificate of inspection has been affixed. The inspection 

order shall direct that the vehicle be insnected at an 

inspection station wit~in fourteen days. 

NEW LETTPRLD PARAG~PH. Desiqnate employees of the trans­

portation ren,ulation and safety division, or its successor, 

of the state departMent of transportation to conduct ssot 

inspections. 
Sec. 3. Section thrP.e hundred tvJenty-one noint t\vO hunn.rerl 

thirty-eight (321.238), subsection ten (10), unnuMbered nara­

qranh t>Vo (2), Code 1975, is amennAn to rear'! as follows: 

Upon completion of inspection of a vehicle and deterMina­

tion that its equinment is in adeauate condition and pro0er 

ac".-justJ:lent to warrant issuance of a certificate of insnection, 

the ins;->ection station w11ich has made the insroection shall 

affix an official certificate of inspection tn such vehicle 

in the manner specified by the director and endorse on any 

inspection order nresented that the certi~icate of inspec­

tion has been issued and forward the insnection order to the 

department. Excert as otherwise provicl.ed, the certificate 

shall be valid for the period col'll"\encinq with the calendar 

month of issue and ending at midni~ht on the last day of the 

t>Velfth calendar nonth followintt the nonth of issnce ann. shall 

not be valid thereafter. The certificate shall cease to be 

valid if the vehicle is sold at retail durintt the t>Velve-month 

period. 
Sec. 4. Section three hundred twenty-one point tv1o hundred 

thirty-eight (321.238), subsection thirteen (13), Code 1975, 

is amended to read as follows: 

13. Any peace officer who nal·es an invrostiqation of an 

accident nay direct that any motor vehicle involved in the 

accident shall be inspected at an official inspection station 

within the time fixed by such neace officer hut in all cases 

within a period no longer than fonrt.een days. If t'1e vehicle 

e 
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is under0oinq reoairs or parts n8cessary to rnakr r2~airs are 

on order, the ~otor vehicle need not bn inspected until such 

rena irs are co!'l.~leted; provir~ed, hoHever, the TiOtor vehicle 

sh_<'t.:IJ:.n?!._ hr'. driven unon the hioh''·'ays until the rr>"lJ.irs have 

been completed and the vehicle has nassed inspection, excent 

to move it to and from an insnc,ction station. 

The neace officer shall include in the report recr'.lired 

by section three hundred t\,rentv-ol'l.e ::-loint tT,.ro hunclrer. sixty­

six (321.266) of the Code the date by which the ins~ection 

~ust be performed. 

DALf' 11. COCHRAN 
Speaker of the House 

ARTHUR A. NEU 
President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that thic: bill oriainated in the Honse and 

is known as llous<e File 502, Sixty-sixth General Assembly. 

Appnwed / ~7 , 1975 

ROBERT D. RAY 
Governor 

DAVID L. VIRAY 
Chief Clerk of the House 
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