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A BILL FOR 
l An Act relating to the definition of snow tires. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Amend House File 50 as follows: 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
3 
9 

10 
1 1 

1. Page 1, line 12, by striking the word 
"requirements" and insertin<J in lieu thereof the 
words "re'ltii,.emeft-e!3 standards". 

2. Page 1, by inserting after line 13 the 
following: "The standards promulgated by the direct­
or shall requ1re that snow tires be so designed to 
provide adequate traction to maintain reasonable 
movement of the motor veh1cle on highways under snow 
cond1t1ons. 11 

3. Page 1, by striking lines 22 through 26. 
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H. F. s-o 

1 Section 1. section three? hundred twenty-one point two 

2 hundred thirty-six (321.236), subsection t\velve (12), Code 

3 1975, is amended to read as fo11m.:s: 

4 12. Design~ting highways or portions of llighways ~s snow 

5 routes. When conditions of sno~ or ice exist on tl1e tiaffic 

6 surface of a designated snow route, it is unlQwful for the 

7 driver of a vehicle to impede or block traffic if the driving 

8 \4hcels o!' the veC.icle Qre not e'1uippcd \·:ith snO'd tires, tire 

9 chnins or G no:~slip differential. 11 Sno~v ·tircsn us used in 

10 this subsection means tires designed for C~Se v:iwn t:10re are 

11 conditions of snow or icc on the l1ighways, a11d ~eeting the 
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reauirc~ents which sl1all he uromulaated bv rule of tl1e 
·' - ..J ... 

eerr.._~:t~ ~:i:tH~~e~-ef·-pti~:l ±-e-~ct =et:: director o ~ trans E)Or_tu tic:~. 

Se±a-f~~e~-~Acti±-be-ba9ee~e~-~eg~~-e~-e~~e-t.~eod-cle~~~~e 

a~d-de~t~-ef-~e~ct~M~~9-t~ee~-ef-~e~~-t~~e9-w~ie~-wi±±-b~ 

e¥feet~ve-~M-~e~~h~-~ete~-vehie~e9-eft~etl~~-ene~-ef-a~-te-e±n 

~nehee-±n-~e~thT Any person c~arged with impeding or blocking 

traffic for lack of snow tires, chains or nonslip uifferen~inl 

shall have said charge dismissed upon ~ showing to the co~1rt 

that his motor vehicle was equipped with a nonslip 

differential. 

Sec. 2. This 1\ct, being deemed of i~~ediatc importance, 

23 shall take effect and be in force fro~ and after its publica-

24 tion in the Nuscatine Journal. a newspaper published in 
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Huscatine Io14a, and in the Times-Democrat , a 

nev;spaper published in Davenport 

EXPLANATION 

, Iowa .. 

28 This bill amends the present la\4 to permit the director 

29 of transportation to adopt rules defining snow tires without 

30 requiring that the rules be based upon tests of tire tread 

31 designs for moving motor vehicles through snow of up to six 

32 inches in depth. 
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M! ACT 

RELATDIG ':::'0 THE DI:Fill!TIO:l OF S~!O'•I ':::'IRES. 

BE IT CNACTED BY T'IE GE~·IERAL ASSEMBLY OF TBE STATE OF IO:vA: 

Sec:Oion 1. Section t;1ree :1undred twenty-one point two 

hundred t~irtv-six (321.236), subsection twelve (12), Code 

1975, is amended to read as =allows: 

1 2. ::Jes igna ting hig;1wavs or portions o!' highways as snow 

routes. lihen condition3 of snow or ice exist on the traffic 

surface of a designated snow route, it is unlawful for the 

driver of a ve~icle to impede or blocK traffic if t~e driving 

wheels of tne vehicle are not equi?Ded with snow tires, tire 

c~ains or a nonslio differential. "Snow tires" as used in 

this subsection means ti:::-es desi qned .:or use when tl1ere are 

conditions of snow or ic12 on t:Le hiqhways, and meeting the 

re"jtt:i:felfte,;,s standards wi1ic;1 shall be promulgated bv rule 

of the eelftlft:i:s3:i:efter-e£-~ttbi:i:e-3a£ee~ director of 

transportation. •::\1e sta:1dards ,:>romulgated by the director 

shall require ~•at snow tires be so designed to provid~ 

ade']uate traction to maintain reasonable movement of the motor 

vehicle on highways under snow conditions. 

Sa:i:~-rctiee-e~aii-be-base~-eft-eesee-e£-e:i:re-erea~-~ee:i:~fts 

aft~-~e~efi-e£-relfta:i:R:i:ft9-efea~-ef-wefn-e:i:res-w~:i:ert-w:i:ii-be 

''· e f fe ee:i:ve- :i:" ··lfte"' :i:ft~-!'le eef-"'ert:i: e± e 9 -efirett~~- 9 ftew-e .,_ tl!'-ee- e:i:J< 

:i:nehee-:i:R-~eJ"en-:- Ani person c:1arged with impeding or blocking 

traffic for lack of snow tires, chains or nonsli~ differential 

Jiouse ~ile 50, P. 2 

sl1all have said charg-e dismissed upon a sho·.1ing to t:1·) cour:: 

that his motor vehicle was equipped with a nonslio 

differential. 

DALJ: '1. COO!PA'l 
Speaker of the House 

ARTHUR A. "lEU 
President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is known as House File 50, Sixty-sixt:1 General Assembly. 
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