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:4 <;;s- 'f A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to absences of public employees for 

2 pregnancy and recovery from pregnancy and to provide 

3 a penalty. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S. F. H. F. 

1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. ABSENCE DUE TO PREGNANCY. An 

2 absence from employment by an individual employed by the state 

3 of Iowa or its political subdivisions, including school 

4 districts and other special purpose districts, due to pregnancy 

5 and the recovery from pregnancy when supported by the 

6 verification of the attending physician that such absence 

7 is necessary in the best interest of the health and well-being 

8 of tl1e individual, shall be deemed an absence for medically 

9 related work interruption and the absence shall be deducted 

10 from any leave of absence for sickness or sick leave which 

11 the individual may have accumulated. 

12 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. It is unlawful for any department, 

13 commission, board, or agency of the state of Iowa or its 

14 political subdivisions, including school districts and other 

15 special purpose districts, to discharge, demote, or suspend 

16 an employee because of absence due to pregnancy and the 

17 recovery from pregnancy. 

18 EXPLANATION 
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'I'his bill 

for absences 

provides that public employees may use sick leave 

due to pregnancy and recovery from pregnancy. 
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Amend House File 243 as fall . 
1 . page 1 li . ows . 

word "to" the , ne,~, by ~nserting after the 
2 P wor~s ~11ness related to" 

· age 1, l~ne 5 b · · · 
word "from" the .~. Y ~nsertlng after the 

3 P w~rds 1llness related to" 
· age 1, l1ne 16 b · · · 

word "to" th ". ' Y lnsert1ng after t.he 
4 P e wor~s 1llness related to" 

· age 1, l1ne 17 b · · · 
word "from" th "~ Y lnsertlng after the 

e words 1llness related to". 

H-3385 FILED-~~1~~ BY WYCKOFF of Benton 
APRIL 1, 1975~ <(33ro -l-j1 
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---~---------------------------- ----

Amend the Patchett et al amendment, H-3390 
to House File 243, page 1 by inserting after line 
49 the following new section: 

"Sec. Section two hundred seventy-nine point 
forty (279.40), Code 1975, is amended by adding 
the following new paragraph. 

NEW PARAGRAPH. Any amounts due an employee 
under this section shall be reduced by benefits 
payable under chapter eighty-five (85), or eighty­
five A {85A), of the Code." 

H-3441 FILED- fl.cit;t;,t,#, (9,,) . BY BROCKETT of Marshall 
APRIL 3 , 19 7 5 l, .... _. . , "'-'-__.L<i.-..Jt ~.t,~, 
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House File 243 

Amend House File 243, page 1, by inserting after 
line 17 the following new section: 

"Sec.---. Section two hundred seventy-nine point 
forty (279.40), Code 1975, is amended by adding 
the following new paragraph. 

NEW PARAGRAPH. Any amounts due an employee 
under th1s section shall be reduced by benefits 
payable under chapter eighty-five (85) , or eighty­
five A (85A), of the Code." 

H-3442 FILED-~~- o(__~~ BY BROCKETT of Marshall 
APRIL 3, 1975 f~ '( 33'7° in(9t?) 



FISCAL NOTE 
HOUSE FILE 243 

Date Prepared January 30, 1975 

Requested by Representative Patchett 
Prepared in regard to H.F. 243, An Act relating to pregnancy/ 

childbirth absences. Following is the fiscal effect in dollars of 
the legislative proposal as required by Joint Rule 16: 

This bill provides that public employees may use sick leave 
for absences due to pregnancy and recovery. 

There is no estimate available. 

This proposed bill is essentially the same as Merit Employment 
Department Rules 14.3(1) and 14.12 which have been· in effect 
for about three years. 

Information on policies of other political subdivisions indicate 
different applications of pregnancy leave. Some deny the use 
of pregnancy leave to pregnant employees, while others limit 
its use to cover only part of the absence due to pregnancy. 

Source: Iowa Merit Employment Department 

FILED GERRY D. RANKIN 
Legislative Fiscal Director FEBRUARY 27, 1975 

SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE FILE 243 

H-5058 
1 Amend House File 243, as amended and passed by 
2 the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 30 by striking the word 
4 "included., • ' 
5 2. Page 1, by striking lines 31, 32, and 33. 
6 3. Page 1, line 34, by striking the words 11 absence 
7 shall not be". 

H-5058 FILED 
RECEIVED FROM SENATE JANUARY 28, 1976 

H-3251 

1 Amend House File 243 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 17, by inserting after the ~ord 
3 "pregnancy" the words "when supported by the 
4 verification of the attending physician that such 
s absence is necessary in the best interest of the 
6 health and well-being of the individual". 
7 2. Amend the title page, by striking line~ 2 and 
8 3 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
9 11 d n pregnancy an recovery from pregnancy. 

H-3251 FILED-~ -rL.J- a{~~/ BY 
MARCH 7, 1975~ 'f'33ro f'77 COMMITTEE ON LABOR AND 

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 
CONNORS of Polk, Chairman 
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Page 2 
H-3390 

I 
') 

House File 243 

Amend House File 243 as follm-ls: 
1. By striking cver?t!1ing after the enacting clause 

and inserting in lieu t1wreof ti1c follo·.vin(J: 
"Section 1. Section seventy-nine point one (79.1), 

unnumbered paragraph four (4), Code 1975, is amended 
to read as follows: 

Leave of absence of two and one-half working days 
each month with pay may be granted in the discretion 
of the head of any department, agency or commission 
to employees of suc11 department, agency qr commission 
when necessary ~y-ree~eft-e~-s~ekfteSM-er-~Rjtif1 for 
medically-related dis.:1bili t·:; unused portions oTSuc~• 
leave for any one year rnav be accumulative to a total 
of ninety working days. Leave of absence in excess 
of two and one-half working days each month may be 
granted on recommendation of the head of any 
department, agency, or commission and ·wi tl1 the approval 
of the executive council for an employee when unusual 
circumstances resulting from employment are present 
which will cause hards:1ip for tlw employee. It is 
furt:1er provided that employees of institutions under 
the state hoard of regents who are e~ployed for nine 
montns or more in any twelve-month period shall be 
entitled, in the discretion of the board, to a leave 
of absence with pay of two and one-half working days 
for each month of emplo:{ment when necessary B'f-reaseft 
ef-s~ekftess-er-~ftjtlry for medically-related disability, 
and sucn portion .:1s is :E1used may be accumulated to 
a total of ninety working days. 

Sec. 2. Chapter seventy-nine (79}, Code 1975, 
is amended by adding the following new section: 

NEH SECTION. Vlhcn sup;Jorted hy Lw verification 
of tJ<c a tter..cf[ng phvsician that an absence is necessary 
in the best interest of the healtl1 and well-being 
of the employee, an absence for medically-related · 
disability shall not be included in the service or 
employment records of an individual employed by t~e 
state of Iowa or its political subdivisions, including 
school districts and other special purpose districts, 
and the absence shall not be considered in actions 
for promotion, disci1arge, demotion, or suspension 
of the employee. 

Sec. 3. Section two hundred seventy-nine point 
forty (279.40), unnumbered paragraph one (1), Code 
1975, is amended to read as follows: 

Public school employees are granted leave of absence 
for rer9ena3:-~:l:3:fte~~-e1"-:i:ftjtl:t"'f medically-related 
disability with full pay in the following min1.rnum 
amounts:" 

2. Amend the title by striking iines 2 and 3 and 

inserting in lieu thereof the words "medically-related 
clis<.~bi.lity.'.' 

H-3390 FILED~~~---~ BY 
APRIL 2 , 19 7 5 _L.... .J </ 1/-1 ~ (9~ f)/. 
~~ ~~ ~flr'f(I/OO) 

PATCHETT of Johnson 
CONNORS of Polk 
·BRANDT of Black Hawk 
O'HALLORAN of Black Hawk 
LONERGAN of Boone 



H-3553 

l Amend the Patchett et al amendment H-3390 to 
2 House File 243, page 1, by inserting after line 49 
3 the following new section: 
4 "Sec. Section two hundred seventy-nine point 
5 forty (279.40), Code 1975, is amended by adding the 
6 following new paragraph: 
7 NEW PARAGRAPH. Any amounts due an employee under 
8 this section shall be reduced by benefits payable 
9 under section eighty-five point thirty-three (85.33), 

10 and eighty-five point thirty-four (85.34), subsection 
11 one (1) of the Code." 

H-3553 FILED, ADOPTED (too) 
APRIL 14, 1975 

BY CONNORS of Polk 
BROCKETT of Marshall 
PATCHETT of Johnson 

----~·•••JP-.amc~u.~·~.~~.F,--,,~,-~---------------------------·--------------------~~--~--~---------~ 
S-5012 

1 Amend House File 243, as amended and passed by •• 2 the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1 , line 30, by striking the word 4 "included". 
5 2. Page 1 1 by striking lines 31 1 32, and 33. 6 3. Page 1 , line 3 L~ I by striking the words "absence 7 shall not be". 

S-S012 FILED & ADOP'rJm (f.lo<-~) BY MTNNl·:T'I'r·: F. DODJ·:In:H 
JANUARY 20, 1976 J/\MI·:~; HEDMOND 

• 
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HJliSi.: FILE. 243 

A.; ACT 

PJ:;Ll\'l'Hi,} '1'0 lillS!Ci'lCI:S OF PuBLIC. l:::t;PLOYEL;: FOR m;DICl'.LLY-m;­

Ll\TED DISABILITY. 

BE IT EllAC1·LD BY Tl:lJ..; GGIERAL 2\SSJ..;HBLY OF THE S'i'ATJ..: OF I0\'11'>: 

Section 1. Section seveHty-iline point one (79 .1), 1m­

numbered paragraph four (LI), Code 1975, is amended to read 

as follows: 

Leave of absence of two aln.::. o11e-hal£ working Uays each 

month with pay may nc yrantec:. in the discrction of che head 

of auy depar~ment, agency or comnission to enployees of such 

ciepartment, agency or comnission w.1en necessary by-,-ease!'l 

o£-siek!'less-ef-±ftjttry for r.1edically-relatct.i <.iisabili ty; unused 

portiorts of such leave for any one year may be accumulative 

to a total of nir,ety working days. Leave of absence in excess 

of two and one-half working days each month may be granted 

on recommendation of ·the head of any department, agency, or 

co1mnissiou and wi t.h the at'Jproval of the executive council 

for an employee when unusual circumstances resulting from 

employment are present which will cause :1ardsi'lip for the 

emj::>loyee. It is further ;orovicied that d.lployees of 

institutions unaer the state board of regents who are em­

ployed for nine months or nore in any twelve-month period 

shall be entitled, i1. the discretion of the boarci, to a leave 

of absence with pay of two and one-half working days for each 

month of employment when necessary by-rease!'l-e£-siekftess 

e~-iftjttry for meuically-related disability, and such portion 

as is unused may be accumulated -~o a total of ninety working 

days. 

Sec. 2. Chapter seventy-nine (79), Code 1975, is·amended 

by aduing the following new sec~ion: 

e e 

House File 243, P. 2 

iiEH SEC'1'IOil. Hhen supjJOrced by thc verification of ci1e 

attencling physician ti1at an absence is necessary in the b2st 

interest of Che llealt~J. and \·lell-beii!g of -tllc emp:;_oyee, an 

absence for raeuically-rela'ced disability shall not be con­

sidered in actions for pror.1otion, discharye, uemotion, or 

suspension of tile employee. 

Sec. 3. Section tv1o :1undred seventy-nine l-Joint forty 

(279.40), unnumbered paragraph one (1), Code 1975, is amended 

to read as follows: 

Public scl·10ol er.1ployees are grar.ted leave of absc:,nce for 

l"ersefta±-;i:±±Ress-er-iftjttry medically-related disability wi·~h 

full pay in the followie1g minimur.1 anounts: 

Sec. 4. Section two hundred seventy-.1ine point forty 

(279.40), Code 1975, is amended by ad<.ling the following new 

paragraph: 

NEW Pl,RAGRAPH. Any amounts clue an employee under this 

section shall be reduced by ber.efits payable unC::er s2ctions 

eighty-five ?Oint thirty-three (85.33), and eighty-five point 

thirty-four (85.34), subsection one (1) of the Code. 

DALL !1. COC!ll<P.ll 
Speai:er of the Hous.; 

AI:'.c-lluk A. i'lEU 
Presider,t of the Senate 

I hereby certify that L1is bill originated in the House anu 

is known as House File 243, Si"ty-sixth Ge1:eral Assembly. 

App<oved ~· 
ROBER'1' [). RAY 
Governor 

DAVID L. l'iHl\Y 
Chief Cler:~ of t:1e House 

1976 
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