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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act expanding the purposes for which the schoolhouse tax 

2 may be used. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

4 section 1. section two hundred seventy-eight point one 

5 ( 278.1) , subsection seven ( 7) 1 Code 1973, is amended to read 

6 as follows: 

7 7. Vote a schoolhouse tax 1 not exceeding two and one-ha_lf 

8 mills on the dollar in any one year 1 for the purchase of: 

9 grounds, construction of schoolhouses m: buildings.- the paymcnt 

!0 of debts contracted for the erectior. m- construction o:l: school-

11 houses or buildings, not including intarest on bonds, ~E 

12 procurrng or acquisition of libraries..::. for &fl€1 opening roads 

13 ':o schoolhouses or buildings, for the purchase of _bui]_dings 

14 or equioment for buildi~gs or schoolhouse~~-!:or the~:?~ 

15 of maintaining 1 _ 1:epairing 1 remodeling, improvi!:L()E__expandin_sr 

16 the schoolhouses or buildiw:qs for the school district. 

17 Interest earne9_~:.:_~m inves1cments of these funds m~-"'- used 

18 for the purposes __ :::oted. The power to levy said tax 1 when 

19 vo<:tod, shall continue for suc:h period of time as may be 

~0 au-thorized by the voters and shall not be affected by any 

:<~ change in tl1e boundaries of the school district, in what-

22 ever mc:nner effected, excepL in cc:se the school dist.x:ict is 

23 reorganized pu_rsuant to secticns 275.12 to 275.23, both in-

24 

25 

1 ' c._us~ve. 

Authorized levies i:or the period of time presen'dy approved 



S.F. fl H.F. 

l shall not be affected as a result of a failure of a proposi-

2 _tion proposed to expand the purposes for which the funds may 

3 be expended. 

4 EXPLANATION 

5 This bill will permit local school districts to expend 

6 the two and one-half mill schoolhouse levy for purposes 

7 similar to those now allowed the area schools in section 

8 280A.22, Interest earned from investment of idle funds may 

9 be used for the purposes voted. If a proposition to expand 

previously 10 the purposes for which funds may be used fails, the 

ll authorized use of the funds will not be negated. 
~~~ FISCAL NOTE -------------------
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Date prepared March 30, 1973 
Requested by Senator Robinson. 
Prepared in regard to S.F. 59 -An Act expanding the 

purpos~s for which the schoolhouse tax may be used. 
Follow1ng is the fiscal effect in dollars of the legislative 
proposal as required by Senate Rule 31. 

Senate File 59 expands the purposes for which the two 
and one-half.mill schoolhouse levy may be expended. A 
f1scal note 1s not requ1red since the Act merely expands the 
purposes for which the funds may be used and does not affect 
the m1ll levy. 

Filed 
March 30, 1973 

GERRY D. RANKIN 
Legislative Fiscal Director 

S-324 
l Amend Senate File 59, page 1, line 14, by inserting 

after the word "schoolhouses" the words ", for the 2 

purpose 
3 of landscaping, paving, or improving the schoolhouse or 
4 building grounds,". 

S-324 Filed 
March 29, 1973 

By DeKOSTER 
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HOUSE AHENDHENT 'l'O SE~ATE FILE 59 

Amend Senate File 59, as amended and passed by the Senate, 
as follows: 

l. Page 1, strike lines 14 through 18 and insert in lieu 
thereof the following: 
or eauiomcnt for buil.dinqs or schoolhouses .. for the purpose 
of re~a~r~ng, remodeling, reconstructing, improving or 
expan ing the schoolhouses or buildings for the school 
district, for the pur~ of landscaping, paving, or improvinq 
the schoolhouse or buildin orounds, or for the rental of 
facilities pursuant to c apter twenty-el.g.t E o tne 
Code. 

2. Page 2, insert after line 3 the following: 
As used in this subsection, ''repair" means to restore the 

existl.ng structure or thino to its oriq1nal condition, as 
near as may be, after deca~, waste, injury, or partial 
destruction, but does not 1nclude ma1ntenance or customarv 
re;iaTirt1ng; and "reconstruction" means to rebuild or to ~store 
again as an entity the thing t~hich was lost or destroyed. 

Sec. 2. Chapter two hundred seventy-nl.ne (279}, Code 1973, 
is amended by adding the following ne\J section: 

NEW SECTIO"'. LEASE ARRA.'IGEME:~TS. The board of directors 
of a local school district for which a schoolhouse tax has 
been voted pursuant to section two hundred seventy-eiqht 
point one (278.1), subsection seven (7), of the Code r.1ay enter 
into a rental or lease arrangement, consistent with the 

Page 2 

1 purposes for which the schoolhouse tax has been voted, for a 
2 period not exceeding ten years and not exceeding the period 
3 for which the schoolhouse tax has been authorized by the 
4 voters. 

Received from the House 
April 23, 1974 



H-2503 
l Amend Senate Fi:!.c 59, ?.s amended and passed by t.he 

Senate, as follows: 2 
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1. Page 1, strike lines 14 through 16 and insert 
in lieu thereof the following: 
ore ui·ment for buildings or schoolhouses, for the 

ur se of reoa1r1ng, remode 1na, reconstruct1ncr, 1M­
prov~ng or expan ~ng t e schoolhouses or u~l ~nqs 

for the school district, for the ur ose of landsca -
lng, pay~ng, or ~mprov1ng t e sc oolhouse or bu~ d~nq 
arounds, or for the rental of fac~l~t~es ursuant to 
chapter twenty-e~ght E 28E of the Code. 

2. Page 2, insert after line 3 tne following: 
As used in this subsection, "re air" means to 

restore t e ex~st~ng structure or th1ng to 1ts orig­
inal condition, as near as mav be, after deca , waste, 
~nJury, or part1a~ destruct~on, ut oes not 1nc u e 
ma1.ntenance or customary repaint~nq; anc 11 reco~struc 
tion 11 means to rebuil~ or to restore aqa1n as an 
ent~ ty th0 thing lvhich was lost or destroved. 

Sec. 2. Chapter two hundred seventy-nine (279), 
Code 1973, is amended by adding the following new 
section: 

NEW SECTI0?-1. LEASE ARRA..'IGE!1E:,iTS. The board o= 
directors of a local school district for which a 
schoolhouse tax has been voted pursuant to section 
two hundred seventy-eight point one (278.1), subsec­
tion seven (7), of the Code may enter into a rental 
or lease arrangement, consistent with the purposes 
for which the schoolhouse tax has been voted, for a 
period not exceeding ten years and not exceeding the 
period for which the schoolhouse tax has been autho­
rized by the voters. 

H-2503 Filed-~ "-/-<2 
1·1arch 14, 1974 

By COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 
STROHER of Hancock, Chairman 


