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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act permitting a flashing blue light to be used on a 

2 fire-fighting vehicle, 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

4 Section 1. Section three hundred twenty-one point four 

5 hundred twenty-three (321.423), subsection two (2), Code 

6 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

7 2. A motor vehicle operated by a member of an organized 

8 volunteer or a regular fire department may be equipped with 

9 a lamp or device thereon displaying a flashing blue light 

10 when such motor vehicle is duly authorized as hereinafter 

11 provided and while such motor vehj_cle is in actual use for 

12 fire or other emergency service such as operating an emer-

13 gency rescue unit or an ambulance. 

14 EXPLANATION 

15 ·rhis bill permits regular, as well as voluntary, fire 

16 departments to use a flashinq blue light on any of their 

17 authorized vehicles. 
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Senate 18 
March 13, 1974 

HOUSE FILE 414 

S-2424 
l Amend House File 414 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 5 by striking the words and figures 
3 "subsection two (2)" and inserting in lieu thereof 
4 the words and figures "subsections t\·10 (2), three (3), 
5 four (4), and five (5) ". 
6 2. Page l, line 6 by striking the word "is" and in-
7 serting in lieu thereof the word "are". 
8 3. Page l, by striking lines 7 through l~ and 
9 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
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2. A motor vehicle operated by a merrber. of an 
organized ~o±~~~eer fire department, paid or volunteer, 
may be equipped vrith a lamp o!' any t¥pe or device 
thereon displaying a £iashi:n<J blue l~ght when such 
~otor vehicle is duly authorized as hereinafter pro­
vided anc v!hile such r.totor vehicle is in actual use 
~er at a fire or other fire emergency se~v±ee such 
as operating ar. emer enc--rescue unit or an ambUlance 
and the use o= ar t e b ue l~c t or dev~ce s a 1 be 
restr~cted to f1re serv1ce veh1c es only. 

3. No vo±~n~eer-£ireman fire fighter shall be 
permitted to display a £lash;,n<J blue l1ght upon a 
motor vehicle as hereinbefore provided except 1.rhi le 
actually enroute to the scene of a fire or other 
fire emergency requiring his services as a voi~n~eer 
£ire~an fire fighter and unless he shall be an active 
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member of an organized ~o~~~~ee~ fire department and 
shall have been authorized in writing to so display a 
fiaBhing blue light by the commissioner. 

4. The commissioner is hereby empowered to auth­
orize the display of a fleshing blue light of any type 
upon a privately owned light delivery truck, panel 
delivery truck, pickup, station wagon, or passenger 
t~~e motor vehicle exee~~-e-mo~o~e~e±e-e~-mote~ 
bieye±e, owned or usually operated by a vo±~nteer 
fi~erean fire fighter, and to issue a certificate of 
authorization ~herefor, upon written request being 
made on forms provided by the departnent and shOivinq 
necessity for ~uch authorization. Such written 
request shall be accompanied by a statement in writing 
by the chief of the voi~nteer fire department of 
;;hich the app.i.icant is a member certifying that the 
applicant is an active member in good standing in 
said vol~ntee~ fire department and reco~.cnding that 
such authorization be granted. Such certificate of 
authorization iss'-led by the cor:unissioner shall be at 
a~l times carried with the certi!icate of registra­
tion of the vehicle to \vhich it refers and shall 
expire at micnjght on the thirty-first day of Dec<>mber 
in five years ir.om the year in which it was issucc. 
The comrnissioner may at any tir:-~e revoke such c-~rt:i..-
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1 ficate of authorization upon a showing of abuse thereof 
2 or upon notification by the certifying fire chief that 
3 applicant has ceased to be an active member of the 
4 vo±u~~ee~ fire department. 
5 5. The provisions ·of subsection 1 of this 5ection 
6 shall not apply to the use of a f±ashi~~ blue light 
7 on a motor vehicle so authorized by the commissioner, 
8 but such f±ashift~ blue light shall not be used except 
9 when such motor vehicle is actuallv enroute to the 

10 scene of a fire or other emergency·' requi ri nq the 
11 services of a ~o%~ft~ee~-£~~emen fire fighter.. 

S-2424 Filed·t<4AJ'i;~ 
March 12, 1974 By COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVER!'lHENT 
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SENATE A..'1ENDt4ENT TO HOUSE FILE 414 

Amend House File 414 as follows: 
l. Page l, line s, by striking the words and 
figures "subsection two (2)" and inserting in lieu 
thereof the following: "subsections two (2), 
three ( 3) , four ( 4) , and five ( 5) " . 
2. Page 1, line 6, by striking the word "is" and 
inserting in lieu thereof the word "are". 
3. Page l, by striking lines 7 through 13 and 
inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

2. A motor vehicle operated by a member of an 
organized ve±an~eer fire department, paid or 
volunteer, may be equipped with a lamp of any tyte 
or device thereon displaying a £±a~fiift~ blue lig t 
when such motor vehicle is duly authorized as here­
inafter provided and while such motor vehicle is in 
actual use ~r at a fire or other fire emergency 
~e~~ee such as-operating an emergency rescue unit 
cr an ambulance and the use of an t blue liaht 
or dev~ce shall e restr~cte to 
vehicles only. 

3. No ve±a~~eer-f~~eman fire fighter shall be 
permitted to display a £±a~kin~ blue light upon a 
motor vehicle as hereinbefore provided except while 
actually enroute to the scene of a fire or other 
fire emergency requiring his services as a 
~n~ee~-firemen fire fiahter and unless he shall 
be an active member of an organized ve±~neeer fire 
department and shall have been authorized in 1~riting 
to so display a £±e!!fi'=n9 blue light by the collUT\issioner. 

4. The commissioner is hereby empowered to auth­
orize the display of a f±asft~n~ blue light of any 
~upon a privately owned light delivery truck, 
panel delivery truck, pickup, station wagon, or 
passenger type motor vehicle e~ee~e-e-me~ereye±e-er 
meeer-e~eye±e, owned or usually operated by a 
ve±aneeeP-f±Peman fire fighter, and to issue a 
certificate of author1zat1on therefor, upon written 
request being made on forms provided by the depart­
ment and showing necessity for such authorization. 
Such \vritten request shall be accompanied by a state­
ment in writing by the chief of the ve±~n~eer fire 
department of which the applicant is a member certi­
fying that the applicant is an active member in 
good standing in said vo±~n~eer fire department 
and recollUT\ending that such authorization be granted. 
Such certificate of authorization issued by the 
corr~issioner shall be at all times carried with the 
certificate of registration of the vehicle to which 
it refers and shall expire at midnight on the 
thirty-first day of December ~n five years from 
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51 the year in ~;hich it was issued. The commissioner 
52 ~ay at any time revoke such certificate of 
53 authorization upon a showing of abuse thereof or upon 
54 notification by the certifying fire chief that appli-
55 cant has ceased to be an active member of the 
56 ¥et~~~ee~ fire department. 
57 5. The provisions of subsection 1 of this 
58 section shall not apply to the use of a !'-ia!!Joli!'lcy 
59 blue light on a motor vehicle so authorized by the 
60 commissioner, but such r±a~Joli!'lq blue light shall not 
61 be used except when such motor vehicle is actually 
62 enroute to the scene of a fire or other emergency 
63 requiring the services of a ~e-i~~~eer-!'ire~a!'l 
64 fire fighter. 

Received from the Senate 
April 3, 1974 
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