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1 An Act relating to definition of vehicle. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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H.F. ~08 

1 Section 1. Section three hundred twenty-one point one 

2 ( 3 21..1 ) , subsection one ( 1) , Code 1 9 7 3, is amended to read 

3 as follows: 

4 1 • "Vehicle" means every device in, upon, or by which 

5 any person or property is or may be transported or drawn upon 

6 a highway7 -e~ee~~~ft~-6e¥~ees-ffie¥ea-ey-fi~ffiftft-~ewe~-e~-~se6 

7 eHe~~s~ve~y-~~eft-s~a~~eftft~y-~e~~s-e~-~~ee~s. 

8 not include: 

9 a. Any device moved by human power. 

"Vehicle" does 

10 b. Any device used exclusively upon stationary rails or 

11 tracks. 

12 c. Any steering axle, dolly, or other integral part of 

13 another vehicle, except an auxiliary axle as defined in sub-

14 section sixty-nine (69) of this section, which in and of 

15 itself is incapable of commercially transporting any person 

16 or property but is used primarily to support another vehicle. 

17 d. Any integral part of a truck tractor or road tractor 

18 which is mounted on the frame of the truck tractor or road 

19 tractor immediately behind the cab and which may be used to 

20 transport pers~ns and property but which cannot be drawn 

21 upon the highway by the truck tractor or another motor vehicle. 

22 Sec. 2. Combinations of vehicles consisting of a motor 

23 vehicle upon which a van box is fastened and which draws and 

24 bears a portion of the weight of a semitrailer purchased by 

25 Iowa ·residents prior to the effective date of this Act may 

26 be operated on state roads with a length exceeding fifty-five 

27 feet but not exceeding sixty feet, provided an annual over-

28 length permit is obtained from the state highway commission 

29 for such operation. The annual permit shall be issued by 

30 the commission under the provisions of chapter three hundred 

31 twenty-one E (321E) of the Code but such permit shall not 

32 be subject to the restrictions imposed under that chapter. 

33 All such vehicle combinations with a length exceeding fifty-

34 five feet purchased after the effective date of this Act shall 

35 not be allowed operation on state roads. 
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H.F. 3DI 

1 Sec. 3. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, 

2 shall take effect and be in force from and after its publica-

3 tion in the Huscatine Journal, a newspaper published in 

4 Muscatine, Iowa, and in the Times-Democrat, a newspaper pub­

S lished in Davenport, Iowa. 

6 EXPLANATION 

7 Section 1 of this bill clarifies the definition of "vehicle" 

8 in Chapter 321 to exclude such devices as van boxes, which 

9 although they are used to transport property upon a highway, 

10 they are not capable of being independently driven or drawn. 

11 Also, the bill clarifies the word "vehicle" so that a "dolly" 

12 may not be considered a separate vehicle when it is being 

13 used as an integral or attached part of another vehicle. 

14 This clarification is necessary for the purpose of deter-

15 mining the permissible maximum length of combinations of 

16 vehicles specified in Section 321.457 of the Code, which 

17 generally is 55 feet, with certain exceptions such as for 

18 a combination of three vehicles which may have a maximum 

19 length of 60 feet. 

20 Section 2 of the bill serves to "grandfather" in those 

21 combinations of vehicles commonly referred to as "dromedarys" 

22 which are presently owned and operated by Iowa residents. 

23 After the effective date of this Act such combinations of 

24 vehicles will not be allowed to operate on Iowa's roads with-

25 out a permit for overlength from the State Highway Commission. 
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After those combinations presently exceeding 55 feet in length 

are phased out of the carrier's operation no other units in 

excess of 55 feet will be allowed. /.') 1 1 _ ..... J 1 ) 
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H-129 
1 Amend House File 308, page 2, by striking section 2, 
2 lines 22 and 35 inclusive. 

Filed-6~3P~ 
March 1,- f973 

By BUTLER of Pottawattamie 
DUNTON of Keokuk 
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SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE FILE 308 

Amend House File 308, as amended and passed by the 
House, page 2, by inserting after line 21 the 
following section and by renumbering the remaining 
section: 

Sec. • Combinations of vehicles consisting 
of a motor-vehicle upon which a van box is fastened 
and which draws and bears a portion of the weight 
of a semitrailer purchased by an Iowa resident prior 
to the effective date of this Act may be operated 
on the highways of this state with a length exceed­
ing fifty-five feet but not exceeding sixty feet, if 
a special overlength permit is obtained from the 
state highway commission for such operation. The 
special overlength permit shall be issued for the 
vehicle and such permit shall be valid until such 
time as the vehicle is no longer operable or until 
the owner of the vehicle transfers title to the 
vehicle to a nonresident. All such vehicles pur­
chased after the effective date of this Act shall 
not be allowed to operate on the highwa¥s of 
this state. -'fl~ ·-<-6--Y'-u .. (.AA~ ~;;/ ( g--'y) 

Received from the Senate 
March 8, 1974 
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H-2434 
1 Amend the Senate amendment to House File 308, as 

amended and passed by the House, by adding after line 
21 the following: 
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"Page 1, line 1, by inserting after the word 
"v7hicle" the words "and legalizing the operation of 
ex~sting motor vehicles with van boxes fastened 
thereon". 

H-2434 Filed- a.~.J;/9 
Harch 11, 1974 

By SCHROEDER of Pottawattamie 

H-195 
1 Amend House File 308, page 2, by inserting after 

the period in line 35 the following: "This section 
shall be printed in the session laws only, and shall 
not be made a permanent part of the Code of Iowa." 
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H--195 Filed, offered and 
withdrawn 
March 23, 1973 

By DRAKE of Muscatine 
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Amend House File 308, as amended and passed by the·· 
House, page 2, by inserting after line 21 the following 
section and by renumbering the remaining section: 

Sec. • Combinations of vehicles consisting of a 
motor vehicle upon which a van box is fastened and which 
draws and bears a portion of the weight of a semitrailer 
purchased by an Iowa resident prior to the effective 
date of this Act may be operated on the highways of this 
state with a length exceeding fifty-five feet but not 
exceeding sixty feet, if a special overlength permit is 
obtained from the state highway commission for such 
operation. The special overlength permit shall be 
issued for the vehicle and such permit shall be valid 
until such time as the vehicle is no longer operable or 
until the owner of the vehicle transfers title to the 
vehicle to a nonresident. All such vehicles purchased 
after the effective date of this Act shall not be allowed 
to operate on the highways of this state. 

S-2275 Filed- 4~3/r.,. 
February 27, 1974 

By LAMBORN and SHAW 

ILL 
gROUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE AMENDMENT TO 

HOUSE FILE 308 • 
afteArmel~d th2le Senate a~endment to House F' 

lne the following· lle 308 by addinq 
"p l ' . . 

words ~;e d 1' .Ll11~ ~' by inserting after th. e v.vord "vehicle" the 
. en egallZ1ng the operation of 

Wlth van boxes fastened thereon;. exlst1ng motor vehicles 

Received from the House 
March 20, 1974 
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