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Fz- o A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to administration of the department of soil 

2 conservation, soil conservation districts and conservancy 

3 districts. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. Section four hundred sixty-seven A point three 

2 (467A.3), subsection eleven (11), Code 1973, is amended to 

3 read as follows: 

4 11. "Landowner" includes any person, firm, or corpora-

5 tion or any federal agency, this state or any of its politi-

6 cal subdivisions, who shall hold title to ~Rree-er-mere-aere~ 

7 e~ land lying etl~~i6e-ifteerpera~ed-e*~ies-er-~ew~s-~~e 

8 within a proposed district or a district organized under the 

9 provisions of this chapter. 

10 Sec. 2. Section four hundred sixty-seven A point three 

11 (467A.3), code 1!?73, is amended by adding the follo'\oling ne\·J 

12 subsections: 

13 NEH SUBSECTION. "Conservancy district" meuns one of the 

14 six conservancy districts established by section four hundred 

15 sixty-seven o point three (4670.3) of the Code. 

16 NE~l SUBSECTION. "Board" means the body designated by 

17 section four hundred sixty-seven 0 point four (4670.4) of 

18 the Code to administer each of the conservancy districts. 

19 NE\'1 SUBSECTION. "Council" means the Iowa natural resources 

20 council. 

21 Sec. 3. Section four hundred sixty-seven i'. point four 

22 (4G7A.4), subsection four {4), Code 1973, is amended by add-

23 ing the following new paragraphs: 

2 4 NE\V PARAGRAPH. To offer such assistance as may be ap-

2~ propriate to the conservancy districts established by sec-

26 tion four hundred sixty-seven 0 point three {467D.3) of the 

27 Code, and in the carrying out of any of their powers and pro-

28 grams. 

29 NEl-l PARI\GRAPH. Review, amend,. and give final approval 

30 to the plan of each of the conservancy districts, and to any 

31 subsequent changes therein, in the manner provided by chap-

32 tcr four hundred sixty-seven 0 (4670) of the Code. 

31 NEH PJ-~.RJ\GRAPI!. !1ain'cain files of such proceedings, rules 

34 and regulations, and orders, of each of the conservancy 

35 districts in the state as the c~epartment may request from 
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1 the conservancy districts pursuant to section four hundred 

2 sixty-seven D point six {467D.6), s·ubsection eleven {11) of 

3 the Code. 

4 NEW PARAGRAPH. To keep the boards of each of the six con­

S servancy districts established by section four hundred sixty-

6 seven D point three ( 467D. 3) of the Code informed of the ac-

7 tivities and experience of the other conservancy districts 

e and to facilitate an interchange of. advice and experience 

9 between conservancy districts and cooperation between them. 

10 NEH PARAGRAPH. To coordinate the programs of the con-

ll servancy districts so far as this may be done by advice and 

12 consultation. 

13 NE\'1 PARAGRAPH. To disseminate information throughout the 

14 state concerning the activities and programs of the conservancy 

15 districts established by section four hundred sixty-seven 

16 D point three (467D.3) of the Code. 

17 NEl-l PARAGRAPH. To render financial aid and assistance 

~ 18 to the six conservancy districts established by section four 

19 hundred sixty-seven D point three (467D.3) of the Code for 

• 

20 the purpose of carrying out the policy stated in chapter four 

21 hundred sixty-seven D (467D) of the Code. 

22 Sec. 4. Section four hundred sixty-seven A point seven 

23 (467A. 7), subsection three (3), Code 1973, is amended to read 

24 as follows: 

25 3. To carry out preventive and control measures within 

26 the district, including, but not limited to, crop rotations, 

z 7 engineering operations, methods of cultivation, the grm-1ing 

28 of vegetation, changes in use of land, and the measures listed 

29 in section 4G7A.2, on lands owned or controlled by this state 

30 or any of its agencies, with the consent and co-operation 

31 of the agency administering and having jurisdiction thereof, 

32 and on any other lands within the district, upon obtaining 

33 the consent of the owner or occupier of such lands or the 

34 necessary rights or interests in such lands. ~fie Any ap-

~ 35 proval e£ or permits from the fewa-Ra~~~a±-~ese~~ees council 
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1 s~ai~-ee required e~-a~y-~~e;ee~-wfi~eR-fe~a~es-~e-e~-~fi-aAy 

2 ~aRne~-affee~s-f±oe~-een~~e± under other provisions of law 

3 shall be obtained bl ~1a district prior to initiation of any 

4 construction activity. 

5 

6 

7 

Sec. 5. Section four hundred sixty-seven A point seven 

(467A.7), subsection seven {7), Code 1973, is amended to read 

as follo~Js: 

8 7. To construct, improve, and maintain suc~1 struc·tures 

9 as may be necessary or convenient for the performance of any 

10 of the operations authorized in this chapter. 'l!i'le Any ap­

ll proval ef or permits from the Iowa-na~~~a±-~ese~~ees council 

l2 si'la±~-be required en-any-~fejee~-wfi~efi-~e±e~es-~e-ef-~ft-eRy 

13 ~ennef-affee~s-£±eBe-een~fe~ under other orovisions of law 

14 shall be obtained by the district prior to initiation of any 

15 

16 

17 

18 

construction activity. 

Sec. 6. Section four hundred sixty-seven A point seven 

(467A.7), subsection thirteen (13), Code 1973, is amended 

to read as follows: 

19 13. After the formation of any district under the pro-

20 visions of this chapter, all participation hereunder shall 

2l be purely voluntary, any-~feV~s~en-fiefe±n-een~a±nee-en-~fie 

22 een~fafy-ne~w±~fis~ana±n~ except as specifically stated herein. 

23 Sec. 7. Section four hundred sixty-seven A point seven 

24 (467A.7), subsection fifteen (15), Code 1973, is amended to 

2 5 read as follows: 

26 15. To take notice of the conservancy district plan, and 

27 conform to the duly promulgated rules of the conservancy 

28 district or conservancy districts in which the soil con-

29 servation district is located; provided that this subsection 

30 shall not be construed to grant any authority not otherwise 

31 granted by la\·! to the commissioners of soil conservation dis-

32 trictR, 

33 Sec. 8. Section four hundred sixty-seven A point forty-

34 four (467A.44), subsection three (3) 1 Code 1973, is amended 

35 to read as follo<JS: 
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1 3. Require the o~mers of real property in the district 

2 to employ either soil and water conservation practices or 

3 erosion control practices, b~~-may and: 

4 a. May not specify the particular practices to be em-

5 ployed so long as such owners voluntarily comply with the 

6 applicable soil loss iimi~-e~-w~~-aR-aclm±Ris~fa~±ve-e~eer 
' 

7 limits established for the district. 

8 b. :1ay specify approved alternative soil and water con-

9 servation practices or erosion control practices, one of which 

10 shall be employed by the landowner to bring erosion from land 

11 under ~ftei~ ~ control wi~fi within the applicable soil loss 

12 limit,-aRd-±R of the district when an administrative order 

13 is issued to the landowner. 

14 c. In no case may the commissioners require: 

15 a~ ill The employment of erosion control practices as 

16 defined in section 467A.42, subsection 3, on land used in 

17 good faith for agricultural or horticultural purposes only • 

lS b~ ilL The employment of soil and water conservation 

19 practices or erosion control practices on that portion of 

20 any public street, road or highway completed or under con-

21 struction within the corporate limits of any city or town, 

22 which is or will become the traveled or surfaced portion of 

2J such street, road, or highway. 

24 e;ilL That any owner or operator of agricultural land 

25 refrain from fall plowing of land on which he intends to raise 

26 a crop during the next succeeding growing season, however 

27 on those lands which are prone to excessive wind erosion the 

28 commissioners may require that reasonable temporary measures 

29 be taken to minimize the likelihood of wind erosion so long 

30 as such measures do not unduly increase the cost of opera-

31 tion of the farm on t·Thich the land is located. Hm·;ever, fall 

32 plowing of soil which is commonly known as gumbo shall al-

33 ways be permitted. 

34 Sec. 9. Section four hundred sixty-seven A point forty-

~ 35 seven (467A.47), unnumbered paragraph one (1), Code 1973, 
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1 is amended to read as follows: 

2 T'1e commissioners of any soil conservation district shall 

3 iiiSpcct or cause to be inspected any land within the dis-

4 trice, upon receipt of a written and signed complaint, from 

5 an owner.- or occupant of land being damaged by sediment, that 

6 soil erosion is occurring thereon in excess of the limits 

7 established Ly the district's soil erosion control regula-

8 tions. If they find that sediment damages are occurring to 

9 property owned or occupied by the person filing the compl~int 

10 and that such excess soil erosion is so occurring on the land 

11 inspected, they shall issue an administrative order to the 

12 landowner or landowners of record, and to the occupant of 

1 3 the land if known to the commissioners, describing said land 

14 and stating as nearly as possible the extent to which soil 

15 erosion t~ereon exceeds the limits established by the 

16 district's regulations. The order shall be delivered either 

17 by personal service or by restricted certified mail to each 

18 of the persons to whom it is directed, and shall: 

19 Sec. 10. Section four hundred sixty-seven A point fifty-

20 one (467A.S1), Code 1973, is amended to read as follo~Is: 

2l 467;\.51 r::-;TERING 0::-J LAND. The commissioners and their 

22 authorized agents or employees shall have authority after 

23 t..en days '-lritten notice by restricted certified mail addressed 

24 to the owneJ: and also to the occupant to enter upon any land 

2 5 in the district vlithout the consent of the landowner or person 

26 1n possession or control of the land, by-~fie-~~eeee~~es-a~a 

27 s~h;ee~-~e-~fie-~±m±~a~±e~s-pfesef~bee-±R-see~±e~-46+~~~47 

28 to determine whether soil erosion is occurring thereon in 

29 violation of the district's regulations. Such entry, after 

30 notice, shall not be deemed a trespass, and the col:'.rnissioners 

31 may be aided by injunction to insure peaceful entry, \·:hen 

32 necessary in order to properly discharge their duties under 

1·1 this chapter. 

34 Sue. 11. Section four hundred sixty-seven D point two 

3"> (4G7D.2), subsections one (1) and two (2), Code 1973, are 
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1 amended to read as follows: 

2 1. 'i'llle--eefl!l~-nd;i:soe1!'4,e~.l1-er-JleeHeerval\ey "Conservancy 

3 district" meal'! means one of the six conservancy districts 

4 established by section 467D.3. 

5 2. "Board" means the body designated by section 467D.4 

6 to administer each of the conservancy districts. 

7 Sec. 12. Section four hundred sixty-seven D point two 

8 (467D.2), Code 1973, is amended by adding the follm·ling new 

9 subsections: 

10 NEW SUBSECTION. "Department" or "department of soil con-

11 servation" means the agency established by section four hun-

12 dred sixty-seven A point four (467A.4) of the Code. 

13 NEl•/ SUBSECTION. "Committee" or "state soil conservation 

14 committee" means the committee established by section four 

15 hundred sixty-seven A point four (467A.4) of the Code. 

16 Sec. 13. Section four hundred sixty-seven D point five 

17 (467D.5), Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

• 18 467D. 5 OFFICIALLY AS BOARD OF CONSERVANCY DISTRICTS. 

19 'ilhen officially conducting the busj_ness of any conservancy 

20 district, the e~a~e-eeii-eei\Befve~~el\ committee shall for-

21 mally convene a.s ·the board of that conservancy district and 

22 shall keep minutes as such. The chairman of the ~~e~e-~ei~ 

23 eel'tee.l.'"'e~~"l'\ com1nittee shall be the chairman of the board 

24 of each conservancy district. 

25 Sec. 14. Section four hundred sixty-seven D point six 

26 (467D.G), subsections one (1), six (6), and eleven (11), Code 

27 1973, are amended to read as follows: 

28 1. Exercise such supervision over the water resources 

29 of the conservancy district, including water in any basin, 

30 watercourse, or other body of ~:ater in the conservancy dis-

31 trict, and have authority to promulgate and repeal, \·7i th ap-

32 proval of the ee~fle4,'0 department, and enforce such rules and 

33 regulations, except those rules and recrulations relating to 

34 watc,r ~\:la~i-ty-~~aHeefds resources under the authority of the 

~ 35 council and the Iowa water ~e~~\:l~~eft-eeH~.I.'~± quality 
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1 commission, as nec~ssary to achieve the objectives of this 

2 chap~er as set forth in section 467D.1. 

3 6. Have authority to enter into binding agreements, with 

4 respect to any matter vlithin the jurisdiction of the conser-

5 vancy district, with: 

c a. i\ny person, firm, corporation or association, the state 

7 of Im·<a, or any of its political subdivisions. 

8 b. The federal government, or any of the agencies thereof. 

9 c. Other states or agencies or subdivisions thereof com-

10 parable in purpose to the district, provided all such agree-

11 men ts are entered into jointly vri th the eetlfleoi:~ department 

12 ~n accordance with other urovisions of lavr. 

13 11. Maintain at its office a record of all the conser-

14 vancy district's proceedings, rules and regulations, and 

15 orders, and furnish copies thereof to the department and the 

16 council upon request. 

17 Sec. 15. Section four hundred sixty-seven D point thir-

18 teen (467D,13), Code 1973, is amended to read as follo-.;s: 

19 467D,13 REVIE~ BY STATE CO~W!ITTEE. The sta~e-sei~-eeH-

20 sel!'va-Eiefl committee shall review the proposed biennial bud-

21 get of each of the conservancy districts, and may revise any 

22 such budget, The sta-t:e-Be~~-eeflSefvatoi:efl committee shall 

23 prepare a consolidated list of the appropriations requested 

24 for administration, operation, and maintenance of each con-

25 servancy district for each year of the ensuing biennium, and 

26 of capital appropriations requested, if any, for each ~ 

27 servancy district, and shall forward the consolidated list 

28 to the state comptroller as a part of the B~a~e-se:i:±-ee!isef-

29 vae:i:en committee's estimates of expenditure requirements sub-

30 mitted pursuant to section 8,23. 

31 Sec. 16. Section four hundred sixty-seven D point six-

32 teen (467D.16), unnumbered paragraph one (1), Code 1973, is 

33 amended to read as follows: 

34 The board shall prepare,-il'l-eeftSM*'!:a":i:eR-wi'!:fl-'i::he-eelil'l-

35 e±±7 a plan for accomplis~~ent of the objectives of this 
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1 chapter within the conservancy district. For this purpose 

2 the board may request and shall obtain from any state agency 

3 or political subdivision information which the agency or 

4 subdivision may have already collected which is pertinent 

5 to preparation of the plan, and may conduct such hearings 

6 as it deems necessary. The plan shall establish an order 

7 of priorities for carrying out projects necessary to accomplish 

8 the objectives of this chapter, shall conform as nearly as 

9 practicable to the comprehensive state-vlide water resources 

10 plan established by the council pursuant to section 455A.17 

11 and shall reflect the following general policies: 

12 Sec. 17. Section four hundred sixty-seven D point seven-

13 teen (467D.17), Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

467D.17 PLAN PRESENTED TO DEPARTMENT AND COUNCIL. The 14 

15 board shall tentatively adopt the plan by resolution and shall 

16 present the plan to the department and the council Re~-·%et!e!" 

17 ehaH-J~~y-4 1-49+3 for review. The council shall within ninety 

~ 18 days ~~p!"eve review the plan as presented,-ef-Wi~R-8tleh-amefta-

19 ~eH~S and make such recommendations as, in its discretion, 

20 it deems necessary to bring the conservancy district's plan 

2 1 into conformity with the comprehensive s tate->·lide water re-

22 sources plan established by the council pursuant to section 

23 455A.17. The department shall reviev; the plan as presented 

24 and, with such amendments as are necessary to bring the plan 

25 into conformity with the statevride water resources plan, give 

26 final approval ~rithin one hundred twenty days. 

27 Sec. 18. Section four hundred sixty-seven D point eigh-

28 teen (467D.18), code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

29 467D.18 \~ORKING PROGRAI-1. The plan and the order of pri-

30 orities established thereby shall constitute the working 

31 program of the conservancy district. The plan shall be re-

32 viewed from time to time and shallT-w~~h-~fie-eeASeA~-e£-~fie 

33 ee~~e~l7 be changed as deemed necessary as the result of 

34 experience gained in construction and maintenance of inter-

~ 35 nal improvements by the conservancy district, and in opera-
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1 ~ion of the conservancy district, or as the result of changed 

2 conditions. The board may initiate changes in the conser-

3 vancv district plan on its own motion or at the direction 

4 of the ee1:lfte4o± department. 

5 Sec. 19. Section four hundred sixty-seven D point nine-

6 teen (467D.19), Code 1973, is amended to read as follows: 

7 4 67D. 1 9 DlPLEl"lENTATION. After final approval of the plan, 

8 the board shall begin to implement the plan as expeditiously 

9 as possible, within the limitations of available appropria-

1 o tions and other financial resources. \'ihen implementation 

11 of the plan involves construction or improvement of any in-

12 tcrnal improvement by the conservancy district, the board 

13 may order the preparation of detailed plans and specifica-

14 tions, and a refined cost estimate. Upon completion of such 

15 plans, specifications and cost estimate to their satisfac-

16 tion, the board shall adopt the same, subject to the approval 

17 of the ee11He~± department, and shall let the contract or con-

18 tracts therefor in accordance with section 467D.20. Any ap-

19 proval or permits from the council required under other pro-

20 visions of law shall be obtained by the conservancy district 

21 prior to initiation of any construction activity. 

22 Sec. 20. Section four hundred fifty-five A point forty 

23 (455h.40), subsection two (2), Code 1973, is w~ended to read 

24 as follows: 

25 2. Review,-a~efta; and ~~~e-£~fta±-a~~reva± make such rec-

2 6 omroendations as it deems necessary to bring the plan of each 

27 of the conservancy districts, and ~e any subsequent changes 

28 therein, ~H-~~e-~afthe~-~~ev~aea-ey-~R~~-eRa~~er into conform-

29 ity with the statewide water resources plan established by 

30 the council pursuant to section four hundred fifty-five A 

31 point seventeen (455A.17) of the Code. 

32 Sec. 21. Section four hundred fifty-five A point forty 

33 (4S5A.40), Code 1973, is amended by striking subsection three 

34 (3). 

35 Sec. 22. The Code editor is directed to insert the word 
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1 "conservancy" before the word "district" or the word "dis-

2 tricts" or the word "district's" 1r1herever any of these words 

3 appear 1 except where they are immediately preceded by the 

4 word "conservancy" or the words "soil conservation", and to 

5 make any necessary con~orrning changes in capitalization or 

6 punctuation, in sections four hundred sixty-seven D point 

7 four (467D.4}, four hundred sixty-seven D point six (467D.6} 
1 

B subsectiQns two (2}, five (5}, eight (S}, nine (9} and ten 

9 (10), sections four hundred sixty-seven D point seven (4670.7}, 

10 four hundred sixty-seven D point eight (467D.B}, four hundred 

11 sixty-seven D point ten (467D.10}, subsections two (2}, three 

12 (3) and four (4}, sections four hundred sixty-seven D point 

13 eleven (467D.11}, four hundred sixty-seven D point twelve 

14 (467D.12), four hundred sixty-seven D point fourteen (4670.14}, 

15 four hundred sixty-seven D point fifteen (4670;15), four hun-

16 dred sixty-seven D point twenty (4670.20}, four hundred sixty-

17 seven D point twenty-one (467D.21), four hundred sixty-seven 

18 D point twenty-two (467D.22), unnumbered paragraph one (1), 

19 and section four hundred sixty-seven D point twenty-three 

20 (467D.23), Code 1973, and to such extent the enumerated 

21 sections and subsections are amended. 

22 EXPLANATION 

23 The Iowa Conservancy District Law, enacted in 1971, added 

24 to the Code Chapter 467D, 1r1hich establishes and delineates 

25 six conservancy districts in the state, sets forth their func-

26 tions, and provides for construction of internal improvements 

27 after plans have been prepared and approved by various state 

28 agencies and funded by the General Assembly. The law also 

2 9 amended Chapter 467A to expand the membership of the State 

30 Soil conservation Committee and provide for filing of com-

31 plaints against individuals controlling property from v1hich 

32 sediment losses occur in excess of soil loss limit regula-

33 tions established by soil conservation districts. 

34 This law was the product of a legislative study effort 

~ 35 covering some four years. During much of this time, it was 
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1 intended that each of the conservancy districts would have 

2 a separate board which would relate to th9 Iowa Natural Re-

3 sources Council as well as to the Soil Conservation Committee. 

4 HO\vevcr, the bill as enacted assigns administrative authority 

5 for each district to the State Soil Conservation Committee. 

6 As matters have developed since passage of this la~1, it now 

7 seems logical to place administrative authority with respect 

8 to the individual conservancy districts more directly ~trith 

9 the State Department of Soil Conservation. This bill makes 

10 the changes in Chapters 467A, 467D, and one section of Chap-

11 ter 455A, which are necessary to effect that objective. 
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H-2240 
l 
2 the 
3 the 

Amend House File 1178, page 5, line 
word "alternative" and inserting in 
words alternat1ves for". 

8, by striking 
lieu thereof 

H-2240 Filed and adopted 
February 19, 1974 

By SCHROEDER of Pottawattamie 
PELLETT of Cass 

SENATE ~~ENDMENT TO HOUSE FILE 1178 

1 Amend House File 1178 as amended and passed by the 
2 House as follows: 
3 1. Page 5, by striking all of line 8 and inserting 
4 in lieu thereof the following: 
5 "~ May specify two o·c more approved soil and 
6 water con-". 

Received from the Senate 
April 16, 1974 
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