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1 rAct relating to changing of names by ~nd~v~duals. 
2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Amend Senate F~le 202 as follows: 
2 1. Page 2, by adding the following after line 31: 
3 "If the petitioner has a minor child, the petition 
4 Shall state this fact and shall state all the informa-
5 tion about the child that is reauired of a petitioner in 
6 section three (3) of this chapt~r. If the minor child 
7 is fourteen years of age or older he Shall file his 
8 written consent." 

9 2. Page 3, by striking line 5 and inserting in lieu 
In thereof the following: 
~l "or a minor child of the petitioner Shall reflect the 
12 former name of the persOn affected by the new birth 
13 certificate." 

Filed - vd!,.~ Jid~2 
April I, 1971 By DOYLE of Woodbury 

District 21 
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S.Y. AO) 

1 Section 1. Chapter six hundred seventy-four (674), Code 

2 1971, is amended by striking the chapter and inserting in lieu 

3 thereof sections two (2) through fourteen (14) of this Act. 

4 Sec. 2. Any person, under no civil disabilities, who has 

5 attained his or her majority, and is unmarried if a female, 

6 desiring to change his or her name, may do so by filing a 

7 verified petition as provided in this chapter. 

8 Sec. 3. The verified petition shall be addressed to the 

9 district court and shall state: 

10 1. The name of petitioner and that he or she is a resident 

11 of the county where filed. 

12 2. A description including height, weight, color of hair, 

13 color of eyes, race, sex, and date and place of birth. 

14 3. Residence at time of petition and any prior residences 

15 for the past five years. 

16 4. Reason for change of name, briefly and concisely stated. 

17 5. A legal description of all real property in this state 

18 owned by the petitioner. 

19 Sec. 4. A copy of the petition shall be filed by the clerk 

20 of court with the division for records and statistics of the state 

21 department of health. 

22 Sec. 5. A decree of change of name may be granted any time 

23 after thirty days of the filing of the petition. 

24 Sec. 6. The decree shall describe the petitioner, giving his 

25 or her name and former name, height, weight, color of hair, color 

26 of eyes, race, sex, date and place of birth and, if a male and 

27 married, the given name of his wife and any minor children affected 

28 by the change. The decree shall also give a legal description of 

29 all real property owned by the petitioner. 

30 Sec. 7. If the petitioner is married, his wife must join in 

31 the petition or file her written consent with the petition. 

32 Sec. 8. When the court grants a decree of change of name, the 

33 clerk of the court shall mail a certified copy to the state regis-

34 trar of vital statistics of the state department of health and fur-, 

35 nish the petitioner with a certified copy of the decree. 
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1 Sec. 9. The clerk of the court shall send a certified copy 

2 of the decree to the recorder's office in every county in this 

3 state where real property is owned by the petitioner. 

4 Sec. 10. Any new birth certificate issued to the petitioner 

5 shall reflect the new and former names of the petitioner. 

6 Sec. 11. Upon the original filing of the petition for change 

7 of name the petitioner shall pay a fee of ten dollars and after 

8 issuance of the decree a fee of two dollars for each copy. 

9 Sec. 12. The clerk of the district court shall keep a record 

10 entitled "Change of Name Record". The entire proceedings shall 

11 be recorded in this record and the action shall be indexed under 

12 the original name and the new name. 

13 Sec. 13. No person shall change his or her name more than 

14 once under the provisions of this chapter. 

15 Sec. 14. The county recorder of each county wherein the 

16 petitioner owns real property may charge one dollar for indexing 

17 a change of name for each parcel of real estate. 

18 EXPLANATION 

19 This bill provides, for the first time, a decree of court for 

20 a change of name by an individual. At the present time any person 

21 can change his name simply by filing a statement and freeholder 

22 affidavit with the clerk of court. In a survey taken by the 

23 Clerks Association in 1969, it was found that only three other 

24 states besides Iowa do not reqUire a decree changing a name. 

25 In fact, almost every state requires publication of this change 

26 in a newspaper for three consecutive weeks. 
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Amend Sen~te File ~02, page 3, line IS, by adding after 
the word recorder the words "and county aUditor". 

Filed - t..J~ -'-/n 
February 17, 1971 

By KEITH 

. -'-­ -_._-_. 
- --

HOuSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE FILE 202 

Amend Senate File 202 as follows: 

-. __ ._-

1. Page 2, by striking from line 5 the words "and is 
unmarried if a female,". 

2. Page 2, line 30, by striking the word "\-life" and 
inserting in lieu thereof the words "or her spouse". 

3. Page 2, line 31, by inserting after the word "file" 
the words "his or". 

4. Page 2, by adding the following after line 31: 
"If the petitioner has a minor child, the petition shall 

state this fact and shall state all the information about the 
child that is required of a petitioner in section three (3) of 
this chapter. If the minor child is fourteen years of age 
or older he shall file his written consent." 

5. Page 3, by striking line 5 and inserti.ng in lieu 
thereof the following: 

"or a minor child of the petitioner shall reflect the 
former name of the person affected by the new birth certificate." 

6. By adding thereto the following ne\~ section after 
section 12: 

"The surname of such new name may become the legal surname 
of the spouse and minor children of such person." 

7. Page 3 t line 15, by inserting after the word "recorder" 
the words "and county auditor". 

8. By renumbering the sections to conform to this amendment. 

Received from 
the House_ 
11arch 8, 1972 

-I~ ~ J)7/7 >C 

.,._-_. --------------,,,..--,----- _ .. --------
I Amend the amendment by Johnston of Johnson in 
2 Line 5 by striking the word "shall" and substituting 
3 in lieu thereof the word "may." 

Filed - a~,2-/?-7).(.H7} , ' 
February 14, 1972 

By LIPSKY of Linn 

1 Amend Senate File 202 as follows: 
2 1. Page 2, line 30, by striking the word "wife" 
3 and inserting in lieu thereof the words "or her 
4 spouse". 
5 2. Page 2, line 31, by inserting after the 
6 word "file" the word "his or". 

Filed _ o~f.<'- /Z_7>­

February 14, 1972 
By SHAW of Scott 



1 Amend Senate File 202, page 3, line 15, by 
2 inserting after the word "recorder" the words "and 
3 county auditor". 

Offered from the floor and adopted 
February IB, 1972 

By PRIEBE of Kossuth 

1 Amend the Johnston of Johnson amendment to Senate 
2 Filed 202, filed March 29, 1971, line 6, by striking 
3 the word "wife" and inserting in lieu thereof the 
4 word "spouse". 

li'" • _ c;~f ,<'- n -)';L ('>6 7) • By BERGMAN of Osceola 
r'ebruary 16, 1972 

1 Amend Senate File 202, page 2, by striking 
2 from line 5 the words "and is unmarried if a 
3 female," . 

Filed. C<cklhJ ",,1"/-2-
March 29, 1971 

By SHAW of Scott 
District 7B 

1 Amend Senate File 202, as passed by the Senate, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. By adding thereto the following new section 
4 after section 12: 
5 "The surname of such new name shall become the 
6 legal surname of the wife and minor children of such 
7 person. It 
P 2. By renumbering the subsequent sections. 

. / .,k d . - :II ~. /f - 7 L (,,-0 ) 
F~led - C(~ ~ ~ By JOHNSTON of Johnson 
March 29, '1971 District 70 

1 Amend Senate File 202 as follows: 
2 1. Page 2, by adding the following after line 31: 
3 "If the petitioner has a minor child, the petition 
4 shall state this fact and shall state all the informa-
5 tion about the child that is required of a petitioner 
6 in section three (3) of this Act. If the minor 
7 child is fourteen years of age or older he shall file 
8 his written consent." 
9 2. Page 3, by striking line 5 and inserting in lieu 

10 thereof the following: 
11 ", petitioner's wife, or a minor child of the peti-
12 tioner shall reflect the former name of the person 
13 affected by the new birth certificate." J 
Filed_ <.Jfl~ '</!/1,,/'/3{, ) By DOYLE of Woodbury 
March 3D, 1971 District 21 ~ 


