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A BILL FOR 

An Act to provide for the disposal of abandoned motor vehicles, 

and for related purposes. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Amend House File 671 as follows: 
1. Page 2, line 11 by striking the period and 

inserting ", or a motor vehicle that is inoperable 
and without current registration plates and not 
stored under the provision of Section 321.126 {4}, of 
the Code, that has remained on public or private 
property for more than fifteen days, except those 
motor vehicles upon property of persons actually 
engaged in the business of motor vehicle salvage, 
repair, service or sale operated in compliance with 
any zoning regulations or other local laws." 

Offered from the floor 
and lost 

By KNOKE of Pottawattamie 
District 79 

May 18, 1971 
SCHROEDER of Pottawattamie 
District 54 

KRUSE of O'Brien 
District 4 
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1 Section 1. DEFINITIONS. As used in this Act, unless the 

2 context otherwise requires: 

3 1. "Police authority" means the Iowa highway safety patrol 

4 or any law-enforcement agency of a county, city, or town. 

5 2. "Abandoned motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle that 

6 is inoperable and is left unattended on public property for 

7 more than forty-eight hours, or a motor vehicle that has 

8 remained illegally on public property for a period of more 

9 than forty-eight hours, or a motor vehicle that has remained 

10 on private property without the consent of the owner or person 

11 in control of the property for more than twenty-four hours. 

12 3. "Demolisher" means any person whose business is to 

13 convert a motor vehicle into processed scrap or scrap metal, 

14 or otherwise to wreck, or dismantle motor vehicles. 

15 Sec. 2. AUTHORITY TO TAKE POSSESSION OF ABANDONED HOTOR 

16 VEHICLES. A police authority may take into custody any aban-

17 doned motor vehicle. The police authority may employ its 

18 own personnel, equipment, and facilities or hire persons, 

19 equipment, and facilities for the purpose of removing, 

20 preserving, and storing abandoned motor vehicles. 

21 Sec. 3. NOTIFICATION OF OWNER AND LIEN HOLDERS. 

22 1. A police authority which takes into custody an aban-

23 doned motor vehicle shall notify, within ten days, by 

24 certified mail, return receipt requested, the last known 

25 registered owner of the motor vehicle and all lien holders 

26 of record, that it has been taken into custody. The notice 

27 shall describe the year, make, model, and serial number of 

28 the motor vehicle, set forth the location of the facility 

29 where it is being held, inform the owner and any lien holders 

30 of their right to reclaim the motor vehicle within twenty-

31 one days after the effective date of the notice, upon payment 

32 of all towing, preservation, and storage charges resulting 

33 from placing the motor vehicle in custody, and state that 

34 the failure of the owner or lien holders to exercise their 

35 right to reclaim the motor vehicle within the time provided 
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1 shall be deemed a waiver by the owner and all lien holders 

2 of all right, title, and interest in the motor vehicle and 

3 consent to the sale of the motor vehicle at a public auction 

4 or disposal of the motor vehicle to a demolisher. 

5 2. If the identity of the last registered owner cannot 

6 be determined, or if the registration contains no address 

7 for the owner, or if it is impossible to determine with 

8 reasonable certainty the identity and addresses of all lien 

9 holders, notice by one publication in one newspaper of general 

10 circulation in the area where the motor vehicle was abandoned 

11 shall be sufficient to meet all requirements of notice under 

12 this Act. The published notice may contain multiple listings 

13 of abandoned motor vehicles but shall be published within 

14 the same time requirements and contain the same information 

15 as prescribed for mailed notice in subsection one (1) of this 

16 section. 

17 3. The owner or any lien holders may, by written request 

18 delivered to the police authority prior to the expiration 

19 of the twenty-one day reclaiming period, obtain an additional 

20 twenty-one days within which the motor vehicle may be 

21 reclaimed. 

22 Sec. q. AUCTION OF ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES. If an aban-

23 doned motor vehicle has not been reclaimed as provided for 

24 in section three ( 3) of this Act, the police authority shall 

25 sell the motor vehicle at public auction or dispose of the 

26 same to a demolisher as provided in section six (6) of this 

27 Act. The purchaser of the motor vehicle shall take title 

28 free and clear of all liens and claims of ownership, shall 

29 receive a sales receipt from the police authority, and shall 

30 be entitled to register the motor vehicle and receive a 

31 certificate of title: however, the sales receipt by itself 

32 shall be sufficient title only for purposes of transferring 

33 the motor vehicle to a demolisher for demolition, wrecking, 

340r dismantling and, when so transferred, no further titling 

35 of the motor vehicle shall be necessary. From the proceeds 
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1 of the sale of an abandoned motor vehicle the police authority 

2 shall reimburse itself for the expenses of the auction, the 

3 costs of towing, preserving, and storing which resulted from 

4 placing the abandoned motor vehicle in custody, and all notice 

5 and publication costs incurred pursuant to section three (3) 

6 of this Act. Any remainder from the proceeds of a sale shall 

7 be held for the owner of the motor vehicle or entitled lien 

8 holder for ninety days, and then shall be deposited in a 

9 special abandoned vehicle fund within the state treasury which 

10 shall remain available for the payment to police authorities 

11 of auction, towing, preserving, storage, and all notice and 

12 publication costs which result from placing other abandoned 

13 vehicles in custody, whenever the proceeds from a sale of 

14 such other abandoned motor vehicles are insufficient to meet 

15 these expenses and costs to the extent monies are available 

16 in the fund. The state comptroller shall establish by rule 

17 a claims procedure to be followed by police authorities in 

18 obtaining expenses and costs from the fund. Whenever the 

19 state comptroller finds that monies in the abandoned vehicle 

20 fund are in excess of reserves likely to be needed for the 

21 purposes of the fund, he may transfer the excess to the state 

22 general fund, but in such event claims against the abandoned 

23 vehicle fund, if the fund is temporarily exhausted, shall 

24 be met from the state general fund to the limit of any 

25 transfers previously made thereto pursuant to this section. 

26 Sec. 5. GARAGEKEEPERS AND ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES. Any 

27 motor vehicle left for more than ten days in a garage operated 

28 for commercial purposes after notice by certified mail, return 

29 receipt requested, to the owner to pick up the motor vehicle, 

30 or for more than ten days after the period when, pursuant 

31 to contract, the motor vehicle was to remain on the premises, 

32 and any motor vehicle left for more than ten days in such 

33 garage by someone other than the registered owner or left 

34 by a person authorized to have possession of the motor vehicle 

35 under a contract of use, service, storage, or repair, shall 
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1 be deemed an abandoned motor vehicle, and shall be reported 

2 by the garagekeeper to a police authority. ~ny garagekeeper 

3 who fails to report the possession of such a motor vehicle 

4 within ten days after it becomes abandoned within the meaning 

5 of this section shall no longer have any claim for servicing, 

6 storage, or repair of that motor vehicle. 1\11 abandoned motor 

7 vehicles left in garages may be taken into custody by a police 

8 authority and sold in accordance with the procedures set forth 

9 in this Act unless the motor vehicle is reclaimed ann the 

10 garagekeeper is paid. The proceeds of the sale shall be first 

11 applied to the garagekeeper's charges for servicing, storage, 

12 or repair, and any surplus proceeds shall be distributed in 

13 accordance with section four (4) of this ~ct. Except for 

14 the termination of claim for service, storac, . ...:, or repair uy 

15 his failure to report an abandoned motor vehicle, nothing 

16 in this section shall be construed to impair uny lie" of a 

17 garagekeeper under the laws of this bcate, c ..... the rl::Jht of 

18 a lien holder to foreclose. For the purpoc:;(.s of this section 

19 "garagekeeper" means any operator of a parki'-'9 placi... or 

20 establishment, motor vehicle storage facility, or estahlishll(;)(: 

21 for the servicing, repair, or maintenance of motor vehicles. 

22 Sec. 6. DISPOSAL TO DEMOLISHERS. 

23 1. ~ny person, firm, corporation, or unit of government 

24 upon whose property or in whose possession is found any aball-

25 doned motor vehicle, or any person being the owner o~ a motor 

26 vehicle whose title certificate is faulty, lost, or destroyed 

27 and is thereby unable to transfer title to the mutor vehicle, 

28 may apply to the police authority of the jur:i sdiction in which 

29 the motor vehicle is situated for authority to sell, give away, 

30 or otherwise dispose of the motor vehicle to a demolisht,r. 

31 2. The application shall set out the name and "rtdress 

32 of the applicant, the year, make, model, and serial nnmber 

33 of the motor vehicle, if ascertainable, together with ~d!y 

34 other identifying features, and shall contain a con~ise 

35 statement of the facts surrounding the abandonment, or a 
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1 statement that the title of the motor vehicle is lost or 

2 destroyed, or the reasons for the defect of title in the 

3 owner. The applicant shall execute an affidavit stating that 

4 the facts alleged are true and that no material fact has been 

5 withheld. 

6 3. If the police authority finds that the application 

7 is executed in proper form, and shows that the motor vehicle 

8 has been abandoned upon the property of the applicarit or if 

9 it shows that the motor vehicle is not abandoned but that 

10 the applicant appears to be the rightful owner, the police 

11 authority shall follow appropriate notification procedures 

12 as set forth in section three (3) of this ~ct. 

13 4. If the abandoned motor vehicle is not reclaimed in 

14 accordance with section three (3) of this Act, or no lien 

15 holder objects to the disposal in the case of an owner-

16 applicant, the police authority shall give the applicant a 

17 certificate of authority to dispose of the motor vehicle to any 

18 demolisher for demolition, wrecking, or dismantling. The 

19 demolisher shall accept such certificate in lieu of the 

20 certificate of title to the motor vehicle. 

21 5. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Act, any 

22 person, firm, corporation, or unit of government upon whose 

23 property or in whose possession is found any abandoned motor 

24 vehicle, or any person being the owner of a motor vehicle 

25 whose title certificate is faulty, lost, or destroyed, may 

26 dispose of such motor vehicle to a demolisher without that 

27 title and without notification procedures of section three 

28 (3) of this Act if the motor vehicle is over eight years old 

29 and has no engine or is otherwise totally inoperable. 

30 Sec. 7. DUTIES OF DEMOLISHERS. 

31 1. Any demolisher who purchases or otherwise acquires 

32 a motor vehicle for purposes of wrecking, dismantling or 

33 demolition shall not be required to obtain a certificate of 

34 title for such motor vehicle in his own name. After the motor 

35 vehicle has been demolished, processed, or changed so that 
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1 it physically is no longer a motor vehicle, the demolisher 

2 shall surrender for cancellation the certificate of title 

3 or auction sales receipt. The department of public safety 

~ 7/ 

4 shall issue such forms, rules, and regulations governing the 

5 surrender of auction sales receipts and certificates of title 

6 as are appropriate. 

7 2. 

8 of all 

9 course 

A demolisher shall keep an accurate and complete record 

motor vehicles purchased or received by him in the 

of his business. These records shall contain the name 

10 and address of the person from whom each such motor vehicle 

11 was purchased or received and the date when such purchases 

12 or receipts occurred. Such records shall be open for 

13 inspection by any pOlice authority at any time during normal 

14 business hours. Any record required by this section shall 

15 be kept by the demolisher for at least one year after the 

16 transaction to which it applies. 

17 Sec. 8. Section three hundred twenty-one point eighty-

18 five (321.85), Code 1971 , is amended as follows: 

19 321.85 STOLEN 9R-ABANB9NBB VEHICLES. Whenever any motor 

20 vehicle is seized under section 321.84 or whenever any motor 

21 vehicle is stolen or embezzled, and is not claimed by the 

22 owner before the date on which the person charged with the 

23 stealing or embezzling of the same is convicted, e~-~~-~fte 

24 me~e~-¥eft~e~e-~e-a~afteeftea-6ft8-~~-fte~-e~a~me8-~Y-~fte-ewfte~ 

25 Wi~ft~ft-~ft~ee-eays7 then the officer having same the motor 

26 vehicle in his custody must, on such date by certified mail, 

27 notify the department that he has such a motor vehicle in 

28 his possession, giving a full and complete description of 

29 same, including all marks of identification, factory and 

30 serial numbers. 

31 Sec. 9. Section three hundred twenty-one point eighty-

32 eight (321.88), Code 1971, is amended as follows: 

33 321.88 AB¥BR~%SBMBN~ FAILURE OF OWNER TO RECLAIM. If 

34 the owner does not appear within that time, the motor vehicle 

35 shall be deemed abandoned and the officer having possession 
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1 of same shall ea¥e~~~ee-eft~a-me~er-¥eft~eie-£e~-eaie-~ft-a 

2 ftewe~a~er-~~~iieftea-w~~ftift-~e-ee~ft~y-a~-~eft~~-eftee-e~eft-week 

3 £er-~we-eefteee~~~¥e-weeke proceed as provided in sections 

4 3 and 4 of this Act. 

5 Sec. 10. Sections three hundred twenty-one point eiqhty-

6 nine (321.89), three hundred twenty-one point ninety (321.90), 

7 and three hundred twenty-one point ninety-one (321.91), Code 

8 1971, are repealed. 

9 EXPLANATION 

10 This bill implements the suggestions of the Business and 

11 Defense Services Administration of the U. S. Department of 

12 Commerce regarding disposition of abandoned motor vehicles. 

13 The bill basically provides for the impoundment of aban-

14 doned motor vehicles by police authorities, and for the sale 

15 at public auction of such vehicles if not reclaimed by the 

16 owner or lien holder within 21 days. The bill also provides 

17 for disposition of motor vehicles found abandoned on public 

18 or private property and by garagekeepers when not claimed 

19 by the owner after storage or repair. The duties of motor 

20 vehicle demolishers are also enumerated. 

21 

22 
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24 

25 
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SENATE AMEN::>MENT TO HOUSE FILE 671 

Amend Hous~ File 6-1 as follows: 
1. By striking eVerything after the enacting clause and insert­
ing in lieu there~f the following: 

Section 1. Chapter three hundred twen~y-one (321), Code 1971, 
is amended bi aLdL.g sections two (2) through ten (10), of this 
Act. 

Sec. 2. DEFINITIONS. As used in sections three (3) through 
ten (10) of this Act unless the :on~ext otherwise requires: 

1. "Police allt~l()ri ty" mei:U's th~ Iowa highway safety 
patrol or any law enforcement agency of a county, city, or 
town. 

2. "Abandoned vehicle" means any of the following: 
a. A motor vehicle that has been left unattended on 

public property for more than for ty-eight hou.::s and lacks 
current registra' i ~ "l plates or rlllO or more wheels or other 
structural parts :,hich renders the vehicle totally inoperable, 
or 

b. A motor vehicle that 1 is remt.li.ned illegally on public 
property for more thap fif~een days, or 

c. A motor vehicle that has been unlawfully parked on 
private property or has been p'~C8d on private property without 
the consent of the owner or pe '')n in COI".trol of the property 
for more than twenty-four h~ur~ )r 

d. A motor vehicle thRt·as heen l~gally impounded by 
order of a poL'ce authori ty :'i "1 has nc' . 3en reclaimed for a 
period of thirty days. 

3. "Demolisher" means any c. ty or public agency organized 
for the disposal of solid wa~te, or any person whose business it 
is to convert a mot)r vehic-~ ~o junk, processed scrap or scrap 
metal, or otherwisE: to wrecJ.'., or dismantle vehicles. 

Sec. 3. AUTHORITY TO TAK,~ POSSESSION OF ABANDONED MOTOR .. 
VEHICLES. A police authorit may, and on the request of any 
other authority havin~ the duties of conteol of highways or 
traffic, shall take ir. 0 cus +-.ody any abandoned motor vehicle 
on public property and may t3ke into custody any abandoned 
motor vehicle on private ~roperty- The F'lice authority may 
employ its own personnel, equipment and facilities or hire other 
personnel, equipment and fa~ilities for the purpose of removing, 
preserving, storing, or disp0si \g a' andoned motor vehicles. 

Sec. 4. NOTIFICATION OE OWN":R AND L:ENHOLDERS. 
1. A polic~ authority t. !1ich takes into custody an 

abandoned mote ;::le s1.:1l1 notify, within ter days, by 
certified mail, ~he ~ast known legistered owner of the 
motor vehicle and all lienholders of record, addressed to 
their last known address of record, that the abandoned 
motor vehicle has Deen taken into custody. Notice shall 
be deemed given when mailed. The notice shall describe the 
year, make, model, and serial number of the motor vehicle, 
set forth the location of th8 facility where it is being 
held, inform the owner and any lienholders of their right 
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to reclaim the n,otor vehicle wi thin fourteen days after the 
effective date of the notice upon payment of all towing 
preservation, and storage charges resulting from placing 
the motor vehicle in custody. The notice shall also state 
that the failure of the owner or lien~olders to exercise 
their right to reclaim the mot8r vehicle within the time 
provided shall be deemed a waiver by the owner and all 
lienholders of all right, title, claim and interest in the 
motor vehicle and that such failure to reclaim the motor 
vehicle is deemed consent to the sale of the motor vehicle 
at a public auctions or disposal of the motor vehicle 
to a demolisher. If the ownpr and lienholders do not 
exercise their ! igh t to recli.dm such motor vehicle wi thin 
the fourteen-~~y reclaiming period, such owner and lien­
holders shall no longer have any right, title, claim, or 
interest in or to such motor vehicle. No court in any case 
in law or equity shall recognize any right, title, claim, 
or interest of any such owner and lienholders after the 
expiration of the fourteen-day reclaiming period. 

2. If the identity of the last registered owner cannot 
be determined, or if the registration contains no address 
for the owner, or if it is impossible to determine with 
reasonable certainty the identity and addresses of all 
lienholders, notice ~y que publication in one newspaper 
of general circulatLon in the area where the motor vehicle 
was abandoned shall be sufficient to rr~et all requirements 
of notice und~r this Act. The published notice may contain 
multiple listings of abandoned motor vehicles but shall be 
published within the same time requj~ements and contain the 
same information a~ prescribed for mailed notice in subsection 
one (1) of this section. 

3. The owner ~r any lienholders may, by written request 
delivered to the police authority prior to the expiration of 
the fourteen-day reclaiming period, obtain an additional 
fourteen days within which the motor vehicle may be reclaimed. 

Sec. 5. AUCTION OF ABANDI)NED MOTOR VEHICLES. If an 
abandoned motor vehicle has ~ot been reclaimed as provided 
for in section four (4) of thi~ Act, the police authority 
shall make a determination as to whethEr or not the motor 
vehicle shall be sold for use l'non the.:1ighways. If it is 
to be sold as a motor vehiclc.Jr .Ise upon the highways, it 
shall first be inspected as rc l uired by chapter one hundred 
eighty-three (183), Acts of ~ Sixty-fourth General Assembly, 
First Session, and have a valid certificate of inspection 
affixed. If the motor vehicle is not sold for use upon the 
highways, it shall only be ~old to a dealer licensed under 
chapt3r three hundl~d twenLy-two (3L2), of the Code or to 
a demolisher for j': nk, or demol ished and sold as scrap or 
sold as provided ir. section thirteen (13) of this Act with a 
restricted certific~te of title and .. ot for use upon the 
hi~hways. Th~ poli~~ authority shail sell the motor vehicle 
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at public auction. Notwithstanding any other provision of 
this Act, any police authority, which has taken into 
possession any abandoned motor vehicle which lacks an engine 
or two or more wheels or other structural part which renders 
the vehicle totally inoperable may dispose of such motor 
vehicle to a demolisher for junk without the notification 
procedures enumerated in section four (4) of this Act and 
without public auction. The purchaser of the motor vehicle 
shall take title free and clear of all liens and claims of 
ownership, shall receive a sales receipt from the police 
authority, and shall be entitled to register the motor 
vehicle and receive a certificate of title if sold for use 
upon the highways or a restricted certificate of title as 
the case may be; however, if the motor vehicle is sold or 
disposed of to a demolisher for junk, the sales receipt by 
itself shall be sufficient title only for purposes of trans­
ferring the motor vehicle to such demolisher for demolition, 
wrecking, or dismantling and, when so transferred, no 
further titling of the motor vehicle shall be permitted. From 
the proceeds of the sale of an abandoned motor vehicle the 
police authority shall reimburse itself for the expenses 
of the auction, the costs of towing, preserving, and storing 
which resulted from placing the abandoned motor vehicle in 
custody, all notice and publication costs incurred pursuant 
to section four (4) of this Act, the cost of inspection, and 
any other costs incurred except costs of bookkeeping and 
other administrative costs. Any remainder from the proceeds 
of a sale shall be held for the owner of the motor vehicle 
or entitled lienholler for ninety days, and shall then be 
deposited in the reimbursement fund received by the depart-
ment of public safety pursuant to section three hundred twenty­
one point one hundred forty-five (321.145), subsection two (2), ~ 
of the Code. The costs to police authorities of auction, 
towing, preserving, storage, and all notice and publication 
costs, inspection costs and all other costs which result from 
placing other ab~ndJned vehicles in custody, whenever the 
proceeds from a sale of such other abandoned motor vehicles 
are insufficient to meet these expenses and costs, shall be 
paid from the reimbursement fund of the department of public 
safety under section three hundred twenty-one point one 
hundred forty-five (321.145), subse~tion two (2), of the 
Code. In the event the reimbursement fund is temporarily 
exhausted, payment shall be deferred until the reimbursement 
fund contains su£f~cient funds to meet the claims. 

The state comptroller shall ~3tablish by rule a cliams 
procedure to be fo11 ... ,ed by pol ~e authorities in obtaining 
expenses and costs rom the fun~l. 

Sec. 6. GARAGEKI~EPERS AND ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES. 
Any motor vehicle left in a garage operated for commercial 
purposes after the period for which the vehicle was to 
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remain on the premises shall, after notice by certified 
mail to the last known registered owner of the vehicle 
addressed to his last known address of record to reclaim 
the vehicle within ten days of the date of the notice, 
be deemed an abandoned motor vehicle unless reclaimed by 
the owner within such ten-day period or the owner notifies 
the garagekeeper in writing within such period of time 
that such vehicle is not an abandoned motor vehicle and 
shall be reported by the garagekeeper to the police 
authority. If the identity or address of the last registered 
owner of the motor vehicle cannot be determined, the vehicle 
shall be deemed an abandoned motor vehicle on the eleventh day 
after the period for which the vehicle was to remain on the 
premises unless reclaimed by the owner within the ten-day 
period or the owner notifies the garagekeeper in writing 
within such period of time that such vehicle is not an 
abandoned motor vehicle and shall be reported by the garage­
keeper to the police authority. All abandoned motor vehicles 
left in garages may be taken into custody by a police authority 
upon the request of the garagekeeper and sold in accordance 
with the procedures set forth in this Act unless the motor 
vehicle is reclaimed. The proceeds of the sale shall be first 
applied to the garagekeeper's charges for towing and storage, 
and any surplus proceeds ~all be distributed in accordance 
with section five (5) of this Act. Nothing in this section 
shall be construed to impair any lien of a garagekeeper under 
the laws of this state, or the right of a garagekeeper to 
foreclose his lien, provided that a garagekeeper shall be 
deemed to have abandoned his artisan lien when such vehicle 
is taken into custody by the police authority. For the 
purposes of this section "garagekeeper" means any operator 
of a parking place or establishment, motor vehicle storage 
facility, or establishment for the servicing, repair, or 
maintenance of motor vehicles. 

Sec. 7. DISPOSAL TO DEMOLISHER. 
1. Any person, firm, corporation, or unit of government 

upon whose property or in whose possession is found any 
abandoned motor vehicle, or any person being the owner of 
a motor vehicle whose title certificate is faulty, lost, or 
destroyed and is thereby unable to transfer title to the 
motor vehicle, may apply to the police authority of the 
jurisdiction in which the motor vehicle is situated for 
authority to sell, give away, or otherwise dispose of the 
motor vehicle to a demolisher. 

2. The application shall set out the name and address 
of the applicant, the year, make, model, and serial number 
of the motor vehicle, if ascertainable, together with any 
other identifying features, and shall contain a concise 

• 
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statement of the facts surrounding the abandonment, or a 
statement that the title of the motor vehicle is lost or 
destroyed, or the reasons for the defect of title in the 
owner. The applicant shall execute an affidavit stating 
that the facts alleged are true and that no material fact 
has been withheld. 

3. If the police authority finds that the application 
is executed in proper form, and shows that the motor vehicle 
has been abandoned upon the property of the applicant, or if 
it shows that the motor vehicle is not abandoned but that the 
applicant appears to be the rightful owner, the police authority 
shall follow appropriate notification procedures as set forth 
in section four (4) of this Act. 

4. If the abandoned motor vehicle is not reclaimed in 
accordance with section four (4) of this Act, or no lienholder 
objects to the disposal in the case of an owner-applicant, the 
police authority shall give the applicant a certificate of 
authority to dispose of the motor vehicle to any demolisher 
for demolition, wrecking, or dismantling. The demolisher shall 
accept such certificate in lieu of the certificate of title 
to the motor vehicle. 

5. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Act, any 
person, firm, corporation, or unit of government upon whose 
property or in whose possession is found any abandoned motor 
vehicle, or any person being the owner of a motor vehicle whose 
title certificate is faulty, lost or destroyed, may dispose 
of such motor vehicle to a demolisher for junk without his 
title and without the notification procedures of section four (4) 
of this Act if the motor vehicle lacks an engine or two or more 
wheels or other structural part which renders the vehicle 
totally inoperable. 

6. The owner of an abandoned motor vehicle and all lien­
holders shall no longer have any right, title, claim, or 
interest in or to such motor vehicle; and no court in any case 
in law or equity shall recognize any right, title, claim, or 
interest of any such owner and lienholders after the disposal 
of such motor vehicle to a demolisher. 

7. Any proceeds from the sale of an abandoned motor 
vehicle to a demolisher under this section, by one other 
than the owner of the vehicle, shall first be applied to 
that person's expenses in effecting the sale, including 
storage, towing, and disposal chargee, and any surplus 
shall be distributed in accordance with section five (5) 
of this Act. 

Sec. 8 DUTIES OF DEMOLISHERS. 
1. Any demolisher who purchases or otherwise acquires 

an abandoned motor vehicle for junk under the provisions of 
this Act shall junk, scrap, wreck, dismantle, or demolish 
such motor vehicle. However, if the vehicle is acquired 
under the provisions of SUbsection five (5), section seven (7), 
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of this Act, the demolisher shall apply to the police • 
authority of the jurisdiction from which the vehicle was 
acquired for a certificate of authority to demolish the 
vehicle. In making the application the demolisher shall 
describe the motor vehicle as required by subsection two (2), 
section seven (7), of this Act. The police authority shall 
issue the certificate of authority upon complying with 
subsection three (3), section seven (7), of this Act, but 
shall be excused from following the notification procedures 
as required therein. No further titling of the motor vehicle 
shall be permitted. After the motor vehicle has been 
demolished, processed, or changed so that it physically 
is no longer a motor vehicle, the demolisher shall surrender 
the auction sales receipt or certificate of authority to 
dispose of or demolish a motor vepicle to the department of 
public safety for cancellation. The department of public 
safety shall issue such forms, rules and regulations governing 
the surrender of auction sales receipts, certificates of title, 
and certificates of authority to dispose of or demolish motor 
vehicles, and the cancellation and surrender of the registrations 
and certificates of title for such motor vehicles as are 
appropriate. 

2. A demolisher shall keep an accurate and complete 
record of all motor vehicles purchased or received by him 
in the course of his busi~ss. These records shall contain 
the name and address of the person from whom each such 
motor vehicle was purchased or received and the date when • 
such purchases or receipts occurred. Such records shall 
be open for inspection by any police authority at any time 
during normal business hours. Any record required by this 
section shall be kept by the demolisher for at least one 
year after the transaction to which it applies. 

Sec. 9. No person, firm, corporation, unit of govern­
ment, garagekeeper or police authority upon whose property 
an abandoned motor vehicle is found or who disposes of such 
abandoned vehicle in accordance with this Act shall be liable 
for damages by reason of the removal, sale, or disposal of 
such motor vehicle. 

Sec. 10. Any person who abandons a motor vehicle shall 
be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Sec. 11. Chapter three hundred twenty-one (321), Code ,1971, 
is amended by adding the following new section: 

"Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter three hundred 
twenty-two (322) of the Code, and any other statute to the 
contrary, the title to a motor vehicle may be transferred 
without a certificate of insepction as prescribed by chapter 
one hundred eighty-three (183), Acts of the Sixty-fourth General 
Assembly, First Session, where such motor vehicle is materially 
damaged, inoperable, or unsafe for use upon the highway upon 
compliance with the following conditions: 

• 
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1. That the registration fee of the vehicle is not 
delinquent. 

2. That the vehicle was obtained for the purpose of 
restoring, rebuilding or repairing and not for use upon 
the highway and such facts are evidenced by an affidavit 
signed by both the transferor and the transferee on a form 
provided by the department. 

3. The transferor shall surrender the registration 
plates, registration card and the certificate of title, or 
if a foreign vehicle from a nontitle state, such evidence 
of foreign registration and ownership as may be prescribed 
by the department, unless the vehicle is sold or transferred 
pursuant to the provisions of sections two (2) through ten (10) 
of this Act, for the vehicle together with the application 
of the transferee for a restricted certificate of title, 
the affidavit as provided in subsection two (2) of this section 
and the fee for transfer to the county treasurer of the residence 
of the transferor who shall transmit the application of the 
transferee for a restricted certificate of title, the 
affidavit as provided in subsection two (2) of this section, 
and the fee for transfer to the county treasurer of the 
county of residence of the_transferee. No refund of fees 
previously paid for the registration of such motor vehicle 
shall be allowed. 

4. The county treasurer of the county of residence of 
the transferee upon receipt of the application for a new 
certificate of title, fee therefor, and the affidavit as 
provided in subsection two (2) of this section, and when 
satisfied as to the genuineness and regularity thereof, 
shall issue a restricted certificate of title to the 
applicant but shall not issue registration plates or a 
registration card. A restricted certificate of title 
shall be red in color and shall have conspicuously imprinted 
thereon in bold print, in a manner prescribed by the depart­
ment, the words 'RESTRICTED CERTIFICATE OF TITLE-CANNOT BE 
REGISTERED AND OPERATED ON THE HIGHWAYS WITHOUT A VALID 
APPROVED CERTIFICATE OF INSPECTION.' At such time as the 
transferee surrenders a valid approved certificate of 
inspection and the restricted certificate of title to the 
county treasurer of the county of his residence, the county 
treasurer, upon payment of the appropriate fees, shall issue 
a certificate of title that is not restricted for the 
vehicle and shall also issue a registration card and 
registration plates for the vehicle to the applicant, 
however if the reigstration fee for the vehicle has been 
paid for the current year, the county treasurer shall issue 
a registration card and registration plates for the vehicle 
to the applicant upon payment of an additional registration 
fee of five dollars. 

5. A motor vehicle which has a restricted certificate 
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of title may be sold or otherwise transferred as provided 
in this section, except provisions pertaning to the surrender 
'of current registration plates and registration card shall 
not apply; however, such motor vehicle may be sold or other-
wise transferred pursuant to section three hundred twenty- • 
one point forty-eight (321.48) of the Code to a dealer 
licensed under chapter three hundred twenty-two (322) of 
the Code without 'compliance with the provisions of this 
section. 

6. No vehicle sold or otherwise transferred pursuant 
to the provisions of this section shall be driven upon the 
highway until a valid official certificate of inspection has 
been affixed thereto and an unrestricted certificate of title, 
a registration card, and registration plates for the vehicle 
have been issued to the purchaser or transferee. 

7. The provisions of this section, except provisions 
pertaining to the surrender of current registration plates 
and registration card, shall also be applicable to the 
insurer of any vehicle who obtains ownership of the vehicle 
as a result of settlement resulting from the theft of a motor 
vehicle which has not been recovered, provided the vehicle 
has been reported stolen as provided in section three 
hundred twenty-one ~oint eighty-five (321.85) of the eode 
and written proof of payment to the insured, resulting 
from such theft, is submitted by the applicant. Pro6f of 
payment for loss due to theft shall be submitted on forms 
prescribed or provided by the department. 1I 

Sec. 12. Section thre&hundred twenty-one point 
eighty-five (321.85), Code 1971, is amended to read as 
follows: • 

321.85 STOLEN 9R-ABANB9NBB VEHICLES. Whenever any 
motor vehicle is seized under section 321.84 or whenever 
any motor vehicle is stolen or embezzled, and is not 
claimed by the owner before the date on which the person 
charged with the stealing or embezzling of same if 
convicted, e~-~~-~e-me~eF-¥eft~e~e-&e-a&a~ee~ee-a~e-~s 
~e~-e~a~mee-By-~fte-ew~e~-w~~ft~~-~ft~ee-eays7 then the officer 
having same the motor vehicle in his custody must, on such 
date by certified mail, notify the department that he has 
such a motor vehicle in his possession, giving a full and 
complete description of same, including all marks of 
identification, factory and serial numbers. 

Sec. 13. Section three hundred twenty-one point eighty­
eight (321.88), Code 1971, as amended by chapter one hundred 
eighty-three (183), section five (5), Acts of the Sixty­
fourth General Assembly, First Session, is amended by striking 
the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

321.88 FAILURE OF OWNER TO CLAIM. If the owner does 
not appear within forty days, the motor vehicle shall be 
deemed abandoned and the officer having possession of the 
motor vehicle shall proceed as provided in sections four (4) 
and five (5) of this Act. 

Sec. 14. Sections three hundred twenty-one pOint eighty­
nine (321.89), three hundred twenty-one point ninety (321.90), 
and three hundred twenty-one point ninety-one (321.91), • 
Code 1971, are repealed. 
2. Page 1, line 1, by striking all after the word IIActll and 
by striking all of line 2 and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following: "relating to the disposal or transfer of abandoned, 
repairable, or stolen motor vehicles, and providing a penalty." 

Received from the Senate 
February 28, 1972 



SENATE CLIP SHEET 
Friday, February 25, 1972 

HOUSE FILE 671 

1 Amend the Committee on Environmental Preservation 
2 amendment to House File 671, filed February 18, 1972 as 
3 follows: 
4 1. Page 1, strike lines 14 through 23 inclusive and 
5 insert: 
6 "that is over eight years old and has no engine, or is 
7 otherwise totally inoperable or uncertifiable under chapter 
8 one hundred eighty-three (183) Acts of the Sixty-fourth 
9 General Assembly, First Session, and is left illegally 

10 on public property for more than twenty-four hours, or a 
11 motor vehicle that is over ten years old that has remained 
12 illegally on public property for a period of more than seventy-
13 two hours, or any motor vehicle that is placed on private 
14 property without the initial consent of the owner or person in 
15 control of the property, and remains there for more than 
16 twenty-four hours." 

Filed - c;.O • .IT. oLJS" 

February 24, 1972 
By GAUDINEER 

HOUSE FILE 671 

1 Amend the Committee on Environmental Preservation amend-
2 ment to House File 671 filed February 18, 1972, page 5, line 5 
3 by striking all after the word "which" and striking all of lines 
4 6 through 8, and in line 9 by striking the words "Assembly, 

5 Session," and inserting in lieu thereof the words "lacks an 
6 engine or two or more wheels or other structural part which 
7 renders the vehicle totally inoperable". 

Filed _ a~ ,,?-o1.> 

February 24, 1972 
By LAMBORN, GAUDINEER and 

DE KOSTER 

FOUSE FILE 671 

1 Amend the Committee on Environmental Preservation amend-
2 ment to House File 671 filed February 18, 1972 page 4, line 

First 

3 24, by inserting after the word "junk," the words "or demolished 
4 and sold as scrap". 

Filed ~ tJ¥!... (S-/~-) 
February 24; 1972 

By KENNEDY 



" 

Senate 4 
'February 25, 1972 

HOUSE FILE 671 

1 Amend the Environmental Preservation Committee Amendment 
2_ filed February 18, 1972 to House File 671 as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, strike lines 13 through 23 inclusively, and 
4 insert: 
5 "'Abandoned vehicle' means any of the fOllowing: 
6 a. A motor vehicle that has been left unattended on 
7 public property for more than forty-eight hours and lacks 
8 current registration plates or two or more wheels or other 
9 structural part which renders the vehicle totally inoperable, or 

10 b. A motor vehicle that has remained illegally on public 
II' property for more than fifteen days, or 
12 c. A motor vehicle that has been unlawfully parked on 
13 private property or has been placed on private property without 
14 the consent of the owner or person in control of the property for 
15 more than twenty-four hours, or 
16 d. A motor vehicle that has been legally impounded by 
17 order of a police authority and has not been reclaimed for a 
18 period of thirty days." 

~ J ~ +-J 7':--. ~ w-A.oJ1 .2....2 ~ Filed -~ ~o~ ¥J-.;t~ By DE KOSTER and GAUDINEER 
February 24, l97201.{. ... L .... 1- 'I .;1-.u",_ 

HOUS'E FILE 671 

1 Amend the Committee on Environmental Preservation amendment 
,2 to House File 671 filed February 18, 1972 by striking on page 1, 

3 lines 24 and 25, and page 2, by striking lines 1 and 2 and in-
4 serting in lieu thereof the following: 
5 "3 •. • Demolisher' means any city or public agency organized 
6 for the disposal of solid waste, or any person whose business it 
7 is to convert a motor vehicle to junk, processed scrap or scrap 
8 metal, or otherwise to wreck, or dismantle vehicles." 

Filed and a~ed 
February 24, 1972 

By KENNEDY 

HOUSE FILE 671 

1 Amend the Commdttee on Environmental Preservation amendment 
2 filed February 18, 1972 to House File 671 on page 3, line 23 

• 

3 by striking the words "one newspaper" and inserting in lieu thereof 
4 the words "a publication". 

Filed and 1Q...st 
February 24, 1972 

By VAN DRIE 
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HOUSE FILE 671 

1 Amend the Environmental Preservation Committee amendment 
2 filed February 18, 1972 to House File 671, as follows: 
3 1. Page 7, line 14, by inserting after the word "period" 
4 the following: 
5 "or the owner notifies the garagekeeper in writing within 
6 such period of time that such vehicle is not an abandoned 
7 motor vehicle". 
8 2. Page 7, line 21, by inserting after the word "period" the 
9 following: 

10 "or the owner notifies the garagekeeper is writing within 
11 such period of time that such vehicle is not an abandoned motor 
12 vehicle". 
13 3. Page 8, line 2, by striking the words "and the garage-
14 keeper is paid". 
15 4. Page 8, line 4, by striking the word "servicing," and 
16 inserting in lieu thereof the words "towing and". 
17 5. Page 8, line 4, by striking the words "or repair,". 
18 6. Page 8, line 9, py adding after the word "lien" the 
19 following: 
20 ", provided that a garagekeeper shall be deemed to have 
21 abandoned his artisan lien when such vehicle is taken into 
22 custody by the police authority". 

Filed-4~ dl-~S-(SJ3) 
February 24, 1972 

By KEITH, DE KOSTER, LAVERTY, 
KENNEDY, and MOWRY 

HOUSE FILE 671 

1 Amend the Committee on Environmental Preservation amendment 
2 to House File 671, as follows: 
3 1. Page 8, strike lines 2 through 13 inclusive, and 
4 insert: 
5 "garage keeper is notified, in writing, within such 
6 period of time that such vehicle is not an abandoned motor 
7 vehicle. 
8 The garage keeper shall be deemed to have abandoned 
9 his artisan's lien when such vehicle is taken into custody 

10 by the police authority." 

Filed, offered and deferred By GAUDINEER 
February 24, 1972 u;, .ofY d-~.s-1.2 

HOUSE FILE 671 

1 Amend the Committee on Environmental Preservation 
2 amendment, filed February 18, 1972, to House File 671, 
3 as follows: Page 2, line 4, by striking the word "shall" 
4 and inserting in lieu thereof the word "may". 

Filed, offered and deferred By GLENN 
February 24, 1972 w. b .,.2-.,.25 
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HOUSE FILE 671 

1 Amend the Environmental Preservation Commdttee Amendment 
~ filed February 18, 1972 to House File 671, page 1, by striking 
3 lines 13 through 23 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
4 "Abandoned vehicle" means any of the following: 
5 a. A motor vehicle that is inoperable and has been left 

• 
6 unattended on public property for more than forty-eight hours, or 
7 b. A motor vehicle that has remained illegally on public 
8 property for more than fifteen days, or 
9 c. A motor vehicle that has been unlawfully parked or has 

10 been placed on private property without the consent of the owner 
11 or person in control of the property for more than twenty-four 
12 hours, or 
13 d. A motor vehicle which has remained on private property 
14 without consent of the owner or person in control of the property 
15 for more than thirty days." 

Filed -uL~. ::t1-~S­
February 24, 1972 

By DE KOSTER 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

-HOUSE FILE 671 

Amend the Committee on Environmental Preservation amendment 
filed February 18, 1972, to House File 671 as follows: 

1. Page 5, line 3, by striking after the period and 
all of lines 4 through 11, inclusive, and in line 12 the words 
"and without public auction." 

2. Page 10, line 8, by striking the word "and" and by 
striking all of lines 9 through 11, inclusive, ·and by inserting 
in lieu thereof a period. 

Filed, offered and deferred By POTGETER and ·Gl>.UDINEER 
February 2~~~-'.~,S-7.r-

HOUSE FILE 671 

• 

.1 Amend the Committee on Environmental Preservation amendment 
2 filed February 18, 1972 to House File 671, page 2, line 4, by 
3 ins~rting after the word "authority" the words "may, and on the 
4 request of any other authority having the duties of control 
5 of highways or traffic," 

Filed, offered and deferred By DE KOSTER 
February 24, 1972 t:.U . .b d-~S 
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HOUSE FILE 671 

1 Amend House File 671 as follows: 
2 1. By striking everything after the enacting clause 
3 and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
4 Section 1. Chapter three hundred twenty-one (321), 
5 Code 1971, is amended by adding sections two (2) through 
6 ten (10) of this Act. 
7 Sec. 2. DEFINITIONS. As used in sections three 
8 (3) through ten (10) of this Act unless the context 
9 otherwise requires: 

10 1. "Police authority" means the Iowa highway safety 
11 patrol or any law enforcement agency of a county, city, 
12 or town. 
13 2. "Abandoned motor vehicle" means a motor vehicle 
14 that is inoperable and is left unattended on public 
15 property for more than forty-eight hours, or a motor 
16 vehicle that has remained illegally on public property 
17 for a period of more than forty-eight hours, or a motor 
18 vehicle that has been unlawfully parked or placed on 
19 private property withou the consent of the owner or 
20 person in control of the property, or which has remained 
21 on private property without the consent of the owner 
22 or person in control of the property for more than 
23 twenty-four hours. 
24 3. "Demolisher" means any person whose business 
25 is to convert a motor vehicle into junk, processed scrap 

PAGE 2 

1 or scrap metal, or otherwise to wreck, or dismantle 
2 motor vehicles. 
3 Sec. 3. AUTHORITY TO TAKE POSSESSION OF ABONDONED 
4 MOTOR VEHICLES. A police authority shall take into 
5 custody any abandoned motor vehicle on public property and 
6 may take into custody any abandoned motor vehicle on pri-
7 vate property. The police authority may employ its own 
8 personnel, equipment and facilities or hire other person-
9 nel, equipment and facilities for the purpose of removing, 

10 preserving, storing, or disposing abandoned motor vehicles. 
11 Sec. 4. NOTIFICATION OF OWNER AND LIENHOLDERS. 
12 1. A police authority which takes into custody an 
13 abandoned motor vehicle shall notify, within ten days, 
14 by certified mail, the last known registered owner of 
15 the motor vehicle and all lienholders of record, 
16 addressed to their last known address of record, that 
17 the abandoned motor vehicle has been taken into custody, 
18 Notice shall be deemed given when mailed. The notice 
19 shall describe the year; make, model, and serial number 
20 of the motor vehicle, set forth the location of the 
21 facility where it is being held, inform the owner and 
22 any lienholders of their right to reclaim the motor 
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23 vehicle within fourteen days after the effective date 
24 of the notice upon payment of all towing, preservation, 
25 and storage charges resulting from placing the motor·.~ 

.. 
PAGE 3 

1 vehicle in custody. The notice shall also state that 
2 the failure of the owner or lienholders to exercise 
3 their right to reclaim the motor vehicle within the 
4 time provided shall be deemed a waiver by the owner 
5 and all lienholders of all right, title, claim and 
6 interest in the motor vehicle and that such failure 
7 to reclaim the motor vehicle is deemed consent to the 
8 sale of the motor vehicle at a public auction or disposal 
9 of the motor vehicle to a demolisher. If the owner 

10 and lienholders do not exercise their right to reclaim 
11 such motor vehicle within the fourteen-day reclaiming 
12 period, such owner and lienholders shall no longer have 
13 any right, title, claim, or interest in or to such motor 
14 vehicle. No court in any case in law or equity shall 
15 recognize any right, title, claim, or interest of any 
16 such owner and lienholders after the expiration of the 
17 fourteen-day reclaiming period. 
18 2. If the identity o~ the last registered owner 
19 cannot be determined, or if the registration contains 
20 no address for the owner, or if it is impossible to 
21 determine with reasonable certainty the identity and ~ 
22 addresses of all lienholders, notice by one publication 
23 in one newspaper of general circulation in the area 
24 where the motor vehicle was abandoned shall be sufficient 
25 to meet all requirements of notice under this Act 
PAGE 4 

1 The published notice may contain multiple listings of 
2 abandoned motor vehicles but shall be published within 
3 the same time requirements and contain the same 
4 information as prescribed for mailed notice in subsection 
5 one (1) of this section. 
6 3. The owner or any lienholders may, by written 
7 request delivered to the police authority prior to the 
8 expiration of the fourteen-day reclaiming period, obtain 
9 an additional fourteen days within which the motor 

10 vehicle may be reclaimed. 
11 Sec. 5. AUCTION OF ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES. If 
12 an abandoned motor vehicle has not been reclaimed as 
13 provided for in section fOUD (4) of this Act, the police 
14 authority shall make a determination as to whether or 
15 not the motor vehicle shall be sold for use upon the 
16 highways. If it is to be sold as a motor vehicle for 
17 use upon the highways, it shall first be inspected as 
18 required by chapter one hundred eighty-thre~ (183), 
19 Acts of the Sixty-fourth General Assembly, First Session, 
20 and have a valid certificate of inspection affixed, 
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21 If the motor vehicle is not sold for use upon the 
22 highways, it shall only be sold to a dealer licensed 
23 under chapter three hundred twenty-two (322) of the 
24 Code or to a demolisher for junk, or sold as provided 
25 in section thirteen (13) of this Act with a restricted 

PAGE 5 

1 certificate of title and not for use upon the highways. 
2 The police authority shall sell the motor vehicle··at 
3 public auction. Notwithstanding any other provision 
4 of this Act, any police authority, which has taken into 
5 possession any abandoned motor vehicle which is over 
6 eight years old and has no engine or is otherwise totally 
7 inoperable or uncertifiable under chapter one hundred 
8 eighty-three (183), Acts of the Sixty-fourth General 
9 Assembly, First Session, may dispose of such motor 

10 vehicle to a demolisher for junk without the notification 
11 procedures enumerated in section four (4) of this Act 
12 and without public auction. The purchaser of the motor 
13 vehicle shall take title free and clear of all liens 
14 and claims of ownership, shall receive a sales receipt 
15 from the police authority, and shall be entitled to 
16 register the motor vehicle and receive a certificate 
17 of title if sold for use upon the highways or a 
18 restricted certificate of title as the case may be; 
19 however, if the motor vehicle is sold or disposed of 
20 to a demolisher for junk, the sales receipt by itself 
21 shall be sufficient title only for purposes of 
22 transferring the motor vehicle to such demolisher for 
23 demolition, wrecking, or dismantling and, when so 
24 transferred, no further titling of the motor vehicle 
25 shall be permitted. From the proceeds of the sale of 
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1 an abandoned motor vehicle the policy authority shall 
2 reimburse itself for the expenses of the auction, the 
3 costs of towning, preserving, and storing which resulted 
4 from placing the abandoned motor vehicle in custody, 
5 all notice and publication costs incurred pursuant to 
6 section four (4) 6f this Act, the cost of inspection, 
7 and any other costs incurred except costs of bookkeeping 
8 and any other administrative costs. Any remainder from 
9 the proceeds of a sale shall be held for the owner of 

10 the motor vehicle or entitled lienholder for ninety 
11 days, and shall then be deposited in the reimbursement 
12 fund received by the department of public safety pursuant 
13 to section three hundred twenty-one point one hundred 
14 forty-five (321.145), subsection two (2), of the Code. 
15 The costs to police authorities of auction, towing, 
16 preserving, storage, and all notice and publication 
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17 costs, inspection costs and all other costs which result 
18 from placing other abandoned vehicles in custody, 
19 whenever the proceeds from a sale of such other abandoned 
20 motor vehicles are insufficient to meet these expenses 
21 and costs, shall be paid from the reimbursement fund 
22 of the department of public safety under section three 
23 hundred twenty-one point one hundred forty-five 
24 (321.145), subsection two (2), of the Code. In the event 
25 the reimbursement fund is temporarily exhausted, payment 
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1· shall be deferred until the reimbursement fund contains 
2 sufficient funds to meet the claims. 
3 The state comptroller shall establish by· rule a 
4 claims procedure to be followed by police authorities 
5 in obtaining expenses and costs from the fund. 
6 Sec. 6. GARAGEKEEPERS AND ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES. 
7 Any motor vehicle left in a garage operated for COIDmer-
8 cial purposes after the period for which the vehicle 
9 was to remain on the premises shall, after notice by 

10 certified mail to the last known registered owner of 
11 the vehicle addressed to his last known address of 

• 

12 record to reclaim the vehicle within ten days of the • 
13 date of the notice, be deemed an abandoned motor vehicle 
14 unless reclaimed by the owner within such ten-day period 
15 and shall be reported by the garagekeeper to the police 
16 authority. If the identity or address of the last 
17 registered owner of the motor vehicle cannot be 
18 determined, the vehicle shall be deemed an abandoned 
19 motor vehicle on the eleventh day after the period for 
20 which the vehicle was to remain on the premises unless 
21 reclaimed by the owner within the ten-day period and 
22 shall be reported by the garagekeeper to the police 
23 autbority. All abandoned motor vehicles left in garages 
24 may be taken into custody by a police authority upon 
25 the request of the garagekeeper and sold in accordance 
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1 with the procedures set forth in this Act unless the 
2 motor vehicle is reclaimed and the garagekeeper is paid. 
3 The proceeds of the sale shall be first applied to the 
4 garagekeeper's charges for servicing, storage, or repair, 
5 and any surplus proceeds shall be distributed in 
6 accordance with section five (5) of this Act. Nothing 
7 in this section shall be construed to impair any lien 
8 of a garagekeeper under the laws of this state, or the 
9 right of a garagekeeper to foreclose his lien. For 

10 the purposes of this section "garagekeeper" means any 
11 operator of a parking place or establishment, motor • 
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12 vehicle storage facility, or establishment for the 
13 servicing, repair, or maintenance of motor vehicles. 
14 Sec. 7. DISPOSAL TO DEMOLISHER. 
15 1. Any person, firm, corporation, or unit of govern-
16 ment upon whose property or in whose possession is'found 
17 any abandoned motor vehicle, or any person being the 
18 owner of a motor vehicle whose title certificate is 
19 faulty, lost, or destroyed and is thereby unable to 
20 transfer title to the motor vehicle, may apply to the 
21 police authority of the jurisdiction in which the motor 
22 vehicle is situated for authority to sell, give away, 
23 or otherwise dispose of the motor vehicle to a 
24 demolisher. 
25 2. The application shall set out the name and address 
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1 of the applicant, the year, make, modle and serial 
2 number of the motor vehicle, if ascertainable, together 
3 with any other identifying features, and shall contain 
4 a concise statement of the facts surrounding the 
5 abandonment, or a statement that the title of the motor 
6 vehicle is lost or destroyed, or the reasons for the 
7 defect of title in the owner. The applicant shall 
8 execute an affidavit stating that the facts alleged 
9 are true and that no material fact has been withheld. 

10 3. If the polic authority finds that the application 
11 is executed in proper form, and shows that the motor 
12 vehicle has been abandoned upon the property of the 
13 applicant, or if it shows that the motor vehicle is 
14 not abandoned but that the applicant appears to be the 
15 rightful owner, the police authority shall follow 
16 appropriate notification procedures as set forth in 
17 section four (4) of this Act. 
18 4. if the abandoned motor vehicle is not reclaimed 
19 in accordance with section four (4) of this Act, or 
20 no lienholder objects to the disposal in the case of 
21 an owner-applicant, the police authority shall give 
22 the applicant a certificate of authority to dispose 
23 of the motor vehicle to any demolisher for demolition, 
24 wrecking, or dismantling. The demolisher shall accept 
25 such certificate in lieu of the certificate of title 
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1 to the motor vehicle. 
2 5. Notwithstanding any other porvisions of this 
3 Act, any person, firm, corporation, or unit of government 
4 upon whose property or in whose possession is found 
5 any abandoned motor vehicle, or any person being the 
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6 owner of a motor vehicle whose title certificate is 
7 faulty, lost, or destroyed, may dispose of such motor 
8 vehicle to a demolisher for junk without his title and 
9 without the notification procedures of section four 

10 (4) of this Act if the motor vehicle is over eight years 
11 old and has no engine or is otherwise totally inoperable. 
12 6. The owner of an abandoned motor vehicle and all 
13 lienholders shall no longer have any right, title, 
14 claim, or interest in or to such motor vehicle; and 
15 no court in any case in law or equity shall recognize 
16 any right, title, claim, or interest of any such owner 
17 and lienholders after the disposal of such motor vehicle 
18 to a demolisher. 
19 7. Any proceeds from the sale of an abandoned motor 
20 vehicle to a demolisher under this section, by one other 
21 than the owner of the vehicle, shall first be applied 
22 to that person's expenses in effecting the sale, includ-
23 ing storage, towing, and disposal charges, and any sur--
24 plus shall be distributed in accordance with section 
25 five (5) of this Act. 
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1 Sec. 8. DUTIES OF DEMOLISHERS. 
2 1. Any demolisher who purchases or otherwise acquires 
3 an abandoned motor vehicle for junk under the provisions 
4 of this Act shall junk, scrap, wreck, dismantle, or 
5 demolish such motor vehicle. However, if the vehicle 
6 is acquired under the provisions of subsection five 
7 (5), section seven (7), of this Act, the demolisher 
8 shall apply to the police authority of the jurisdiction 
9 from which the vehicle was acquired for a certificate 

10 of authority to demolish the vehicle. In making the 
11 application the demolisher shall describe the motor 
12 vehicle as required by subsection two (2), section seven 
13 (7), of this Act. The police authority shall issue 
14 the certificate of authority upon complying with 
15 subsection three (3), section seven (7), of this Act, 
16 but shall be excused from following the notification 
17 procedures as required therein. No further titling 
18 of the motor vehicle shall be permitted. After the 
19 motor vehicle has been demolished, processed, or changed 
20 'so that it physically is no longer a motor vehicle, 
21 the demolisher shall surrender the auction sales receipt 
22 or certificate of authority to dispose of or demolish 
23 a motor vehicle to the department of public safety for 
24 cancellation. The department of public safety shall 
25 issue such forms, rules, and regulations governing the 

• 

• 

• 
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1 surrender of auction sales receipts, certificates of 
2 title, and certificates of authority to dispose of or 
3 demolish motor vehicles, and the cancellation and 
4 surrender of the registrations and certificates of title 
5 for such motor vehicles as are appropriate. 
6 2. A demolisher shall keep an accurate and complete 
7 record of all motor vehicles purchased or received by 
8 him in the course of his business. These records shall 
9 contain the name and address of the person from whom 

10 each such motor vehicle was purchased or received and 
11 the date when such purchases or receipts occurred. 
12 Such records shall be open for inspection by any police 
13 authority at any time during normal business hours. 
14 Any record~ required by this section shall be kept by 
15 the demolisher for at least one year after the 
16 transaction to which it applies. 
17 Sec. 9. No person, firm, corporation, unit of govern-
18 ment, garagekeeper or police authority upon whose 
19 property an abandoned motor vehicle is found or who 
20 disposes of such abandoned vehicle in accordance with 
21 this Act shall be liable for damages by reason of the 
22 removal, sale, or disposal of such motor vehicle. 
23 Sec. 10. Any person who abandons a motor vehicle 
24 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. 
25 Sec. 11. Chapter three hundred twenty-one (321), 
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1 Code 1971, is amended by adding the following new sec-
2 tion: 
3 "Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter three 
4 hundred twenty-two (322) of the Code, and any other 
5 statute tb the contrary, the title to a motor vehicle 
6 may be transferred without a certificate of inspection 
7 as prescribed by chapter one hundred eighty-three (183), 
8 Acts of the Sixty-fourth General Assembly, First Session, 
9 where such motor vehicle is materially damaged, inoper-

10 able, or unsafe for use upon the highway upon compliance 
11 with the following conditions: 
12 1. That the registration fee of the vehicle is not 
13 delinquent. 
14 2. That the vehicle was obtained for the purpose 
15 of restoring, rebuilding or repairing and not for use 
16 upon the highway and such facts are evidenced by an 
17 affidavit signed by both the transferor and the 
18 transferee on a form provided by the department. 
19 3. The transferor shall surrender the registration 
20 plates, registration card and the certificate of title, 
21 or if a foreign vehicle from a nontitle state, such 
22 evidence of foreign registration and ownership as may 
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23 be prescribed by the department, unless the vehicle ~ 
24 is sold or transferred pursuant to the provisions of 
25 sections two (2) through ten (lO) of this Act, for the 
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1 vehicle together with the application of the transferee 
2 for a restricted certificate of title, the affidavit 
3 as provided in subsection two (2) of this section and 
4 the fee for transfer to the county treasurer·of the 
5 residence of the transferor who shall transmit the 
6 application of the transferee for a restricted 
7 certificate of title, the affidavit as provided in 
8 subsection two (2) of this section, and the fee for 
9 transfer to the county treasurer of the county of 

10 residence of the transferee. No refund of fees 
11 previously paid for the registration of such motor 
12 vehicle shall be allowed. 
13 4. The county treasurer of the county of residence 
14 of the transferee upon receipt of the application for 
15 a new certificate of title, fee therefor, and the 
16 affidavit as porivded in subsection two (2) of this 
17 section, and when satisfied as to the genuineness and 
18 regularity thereof, shAll issue a restricted certificate 
19 of title to the applicant but shall not issue 
20 registration plates or a registration card. A restricted ~ 
21 certificate of title shall be red in color and shall ~ 
22 have conspicuously imprinted thereon in bold print, 
23 in a manner prescribed by the department, the words 
24 'RESTRICTED CERTIFICATE OF TITIJE-CANNOT BE REGISTERED 
25 AND OPERATED ON THE HIGHWAYS WITHOUT A VALID APPROVED 
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1 CERTIFICATE OF INSPECTION.' At such time as the 
2 transferee surrenders a valid approved certificate, of 
3 inspection and the restricted certificate of title to 
4 the county treasurer of the county of his residence, 
5 the county treasurer, upon payment of the appropriate 
6 fees, shall issue a certificate of title that is not 
7 restricted for the vehicle and shall also issue a 
8 registration card and registration plates for the vehicle 
9 to the applicant, however if the registration fee for 

10 the vehicle has been paid for the current year, the 
11 -county treasurer shall issue a registration card and 
12 registration plates for the vehicle to the applicant 
13 upon payment of an additional registration fee of five 
14 dollars. 
15 5. A motor vehicle which has a restricted certificate 
16 of title may be sold or otherwise transferred as pro-
17 vided in this section, except provisions pertaining ~ 
18 to the surrender of current registration plates and ~ 



• 

• 

• 

Senate 12 
February 21, 1972 

PAGE 15 

19 registration card shall not apply, however, such motor 
20 vehicle may be sold or otherwise transferred pursuant 
21 to section three hundred twenty-one point forty-eight 
22 (321.48) of the Code to a dealer licensed under chapter 
23 three hundred twenty-two (322) of the Code without 
24 compliance with the provisions of this section. 
25 6. No vehicle sold or otherwise transferred pursuant 
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1 to the provisions of this section shall be driven upon 
2 the highway until a valid official certificate of inspec-
3 tion has been affixed thereto and an unrestricted certif-
4 icate of title, a registration card, and registration 
5 plates for the vehicle have been issued to the purchase 
6 or transferee. 
7 7. The provisions of this section, except provisions 
8 pertaining to the surrender of current registration 
9 plates and registration card, shall also be applicable 

10 to the insurer of any vehicle who obtains ownership 
11 of the vehicle as a result of settlement resulting from 
12 the theft of a motor vehicle which has not been 
13 recovered, provided the vehicle has been reported stolen 
14 as provided in section three hundred twenty-one point 
15 eighty-five (321.85) of the Code and written proof of 
16 payment to the insured, resulting from such theft, is 
17 submitted by the applicant. Proof of payment for loss 
18 due to theft shall be submitted on forms prescribed 
19 or provided by the department." 
20 Sec. 12. Section three hundred twenty-one point 
21 eighty-five (321.85), Code 1971, is amended to read 
22 as follows: 
23 321.85 STOLEN 9R-ABAHB9NEB VEHICLES. Whenever any 
24 motor vehicle is seized under section 321 •. 84 or whenever 
25 any motor vehicle is stolen or embezzled, and is not 
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1 claimed by the owner before the date on which the person 
2 charged with the stealing or embezzling of same is 
3 convicted, er-~~-~fte-me~er-veft~eie-ee-aeaftaeftea-afta 
4 i8-fte~-eiaimed-oy-~fte-ewfter-wi~ftift-~ftree-daye7 then 
5 the officer having eame the motor vehicle in his custody 
6 must, on such date by certified mail, notify the 
7 department that he has such a motor vehicle in his pos­
S session, giving full and complete description of same, 
9 including all marks of identification, factory and 

10 serial numbers. 
11 Sec. 13. Section three hundred twenty-one point 
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12 eighty-eight (321.88), Code 1971, as amended by chapter 
13 one hundred eighty-three (183), section five (5), Acts 

"14 of the Sixty~fourth General Assembly, First Session, 
15 is amended by striking the section and inserting in 
16 lieu thereof the following: 
17 321.88 FAILURE OF OWNER TO CLAIM. If the owner 
18 does not appear within forty days, the motor vehicle 
19 shall be deemed abandoned and the officer having 
20 possession of the motor vehicle shall proceed as provided 
21 in sections four (4) and five (5) of this Act. 
22 Sec. 14. sections three hundred twenty-one point 
23 eighty-nine (321.89), three hundred twenty-one point 
24 ninety (321.90), and three hundred twenty-one point 
25 ninety-one (321.91), Code 1971, are repealed. 

PAGE 18 

1 2. Page 1, by striking lines 1 and 2 and inserting 
2 in lieu thereof the following: 
3 "An Act relating to the disposal or transfer of aban-
4 doned, repairable, or sto1en.mOtor vehicles, and provid-
5 ing a penalty." __ 

Filed • 4~ ---~ c. .. .R. ~ .J_~s -7,1 By COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL 
February 18, 1972 PRESERVATION 

• 

• 

• 
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HOUSE FILE 671 

1 Amend House File 671 as follows: 
2 1. Page 2, line 9, by striking the word "remained" 
3 and inserting in lieu thereof the words "been unlawfully 
4 parked or placed". 
5 2. Page 2, line 11, by striking the words "for more 
6 than twenty-four hours". 
7 3. Page 3, line 2, by inserting after the word 
8 "title," the word "claim,". 
9 4. Page 3, line 4, by inserting after the period 

10 the following: 
11 "If the owner and lien holders do not exercise their 
12 right to reclaim such motor vehicle within the twenty-
13 one day reclaiming period, such owner and lien holders 
14 shall no longer have any right, title, claim, or interest 
15 in or to such motor vehicle. No court in any case in 
16 law or equity shall recognize any right, title, claim, 
17 or interest of any such owner and lien holders after 
18 the expiration of the twenty-one day reclaiming period." 
19 5. Page 3, by striking from lines 25, 26, and 27 the 
20 words "sell the motor vehicle at public auction or dispose 
21 of the same to a demolisher as provided in section six (6) 
22 of this Act." and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
23 "make a determination as to whether or not the motor 
24 vehicle shall be sold for use upon the highways. If 
25 it is to be sold as a motor vehicle for use upon the 
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1 highways it shall first be inspected as required by 
2 Senate File 297, Acts of the Sixty-fourth General 
3 Assembly, First Session, and have a valid certificate 
4 of inspection affixed. If the motor vehicle is not 
5 sold for use upon the highways it shall only be sold 
6 to a dealer licensed under chapter three hundred twenty-
7 two (322) of the Code or to a demolisher. The police 
8 authority shall sell the motor vehicle at public auction. 
9 Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, any 

10 police authority which has taken into possession any 
11 abandoned motor vehicle which is over eight years old 
12 and has no engine or is otherwise totally inoperable 
13 may dispose of such motor vehicle to a demolisher without 
14 the notification procedures enumerated in section three 
15 (3) of this Act and without public auction." 
16 6. Page 3, line 31, by inserting after the comma 
17 the words "if the motor vehicle is sold or disposed 
18 of to a demolisher,". 
19 7. Page 3, line 33, by striking the word "a" and 
20 inserting in lieu thereof the word "such". 
21 8. Page 3, line 35, by striking the word "necessary" 

avs_ 
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22 and inserting in lieu thereof the word "permitted". 
23 9. Page 6, by adding after line 29 the following 

• 24 two new subsections: 
25 "The owner of an abandoned motor vehicle and all 
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1 lien holders shall no longer have any right, title, 
2 claim, or interest in or to such motor vehicle: and 
3 no court in any case in law or equity shall recognize 
4 any right, title, claim, or interest of any such owner 
5 and lien holders after the disposal of such motor vehicle 
6 to a demolisher." 
7 "Any proceeds from the sale of an abandoned motor 
8 vehicle to a demolisher under this section, by one other 
9 than the owner of the vehicle, shall first be applied 

10 to that person's expenses in ~ffecting the sale, 
11 including storage, towing, and disposal charges, and 
12 any surplus shall be distributed in accordance with 
13 section four (4) of this Act." 
14 10. Page 6, by striking lines 31 through 35, inclu-
15 sive, and page 7, by st~king lines 1 through 6, inc1u-
16 sive, and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
17 "1. Any demolisher who purchases or otherwise 
18 acquires an abandoned motor vehicle under the provisions 
19 of this Act shall scrap, wreck, dismantle, or demolish 
20 such motor vehicle, however, if the vehicle is acquired 
21 under the provisions of section six (6), subsection 
22 five (5), of this Act, the demolisher shall apply to 
23 the police authority of the jurisdiction from which 
24 the vehicle was acquired for a certificate of authority 
25 to demolish the vehicle. In making the application 
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1 the demolisher shall describe the motor vehicle as 
2 required by section six (6), subsection two (2), of 
3 this Act. The police authority shall issue the 
4 certificate of authority upon complying with section 
5 six (6), subsection three (3), of this Act, but shall 
6 be excused from following the notification procedures 
7 as required by that subsection. The demolisher shall 
8 not be required to obtain a certificate of title for 
9 the motor vehicle in his own name. After the motor 

10 vehicle has been demolished, processed, or changed so 
11 that it physically is no longer a motor vehicle, the 
12 demolisher shall surrender the auction sales receipt 
13 or certificate of authority to dispose of or demolish 
14 a motor vehicle to the department of public safety for 
15 cancellation. The department of public safety shall 
16 issue such forms, rules, and regulations governing the 
17 surrender of auction sales receipts, certificates of 
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18 title, and certificates of authority to dispose of or 
19 demolish motor vehicles, and the cancellation and 
20 surrender of the registrations and certificates of title 
21 for such motor vehicles as are appropriate." 
22 11. Page 7, by striking lines 31 through 35, inclu-
23 sive, and page 8, by striking lines 1 through 4, inclu-
24 sive, and inserting in lieu thereof the following new 
25 sections and renumbering the remaining section accord-
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1 ingly: 
2 "Section three hundred twenty-one point eighty-eight 
3 (321.88), Code 1971, as amended by Senate File two 
4 hundred ninety-seven (297), Acts of the Sixty-fourth 
5 General Assembly, First Session, is amended by striking 
6 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
7 FAILURE OF OWNER TO CLAIM. If the owner does not 
8 appear within that time, the motor vehicle shall be 
9 deemed abandoned and the officer having possession of 

10 same shall proceed as p~vided in sections three (3) 
11 and four (4) of this Act." 
12 "No person, firm, corporation, unit of government, 
13 garagekeeper or police authority upon whose property 
14 an abandoned motor vehicle is found or who disposes 
15 of such abandoned vehicle in accordance with this Act 
16 shall be liable for damages by reason of the removal, 
17 sale, or disposal of such motor vehicle." 

Filed - W. h. -<,~s- 7.:1.. 
June 17, 1971 

By RILEY 

1 Amend the Committee on Environmental Preservation amendment 
2 filed February 18, 1972 to House File 671, page 18, by striking 
3 lines 1 through 5, inclusive, and insert in lieu thereof the 
4 fOllowing: 
5 "2. Page 1, line 1, by striking all after the word 'Act' 
6 and by striking all on line 2 and insert in lieu thereof 
7 the following: 'relating to the disposal or transfer of 
8 abandoned, repairable, or stolen motor vehicles, and pro-
9 viding a penalty.'" 

Filed _ a.~ o!-~1-7~( s-/r) 
February 23, 1972 

By LAVERTY 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

~--.-""---<---.-.. ----

Amend the Committee on Environmental Preservation amend­
ment to House File 671 filed February 18, 1972, page 10, 
line 10 by striking all after the word "vehicle" and 
striking all of line 11 and inserting in lieu thereof 
"lacks an engine or two or more wheels or other structural 
part which renders the vehicle totally inoperable". 

Filed and adgpted 
February 25, 1972 

By KEITH 


