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An Act relating to court records. 

Be It Enacted by the General. .4ssembly of the State of Iowa: 

Section 1. The clerk of the district court may reproduce 

original records of the court by any r~.a~onably permanent 

legible means including, but not limited to. reproduction 

by photographing, photostating, microfilming. and computer 

cards, with proper indexing of such reproduction. When said 

records have been 90 reproduced, such reproduction shall have 

the same authenticity, force, and effect as the original 

record . 

Sec. 2. After the clerk has reproduced the original 

records. as authorized in section one (1) of this Act, and 

upon the application of the clerk, a majority of the judges 

of the district court may order the clerk to destroy the orig­

inal records on file ten years or more, including, but not 

limited to, dockets. journals, scrapbooks, files, and marriage 

license applications. Any order of the court authorizing de­

struction of any of the records referred to in this Act shall 

state what records llre to be destroyed. 

Sec. 3. The following may be destroyed by the clerk with­

out prior court order or reproduction of any kind: 

1. All records including, but not limited to, dockets, 

journals, scrapbooks. and files including court reporters' 

notes, forty years after final disposition of the case. How­

ever, judgments, decrees, stipulations, records in criminal 
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1 proceedings, prouale record" and "!'llers of court shall not 

2 be destroyed unle~, the)' ha\'c been reproduced ag provided in 

3 section one (1) of this Act. 

4 2. All administrative records. after Ih'e years. indud-

5 ing-, hut not limited lO. w"rrants, subpoena.s, clerks' cer­

G tificates, statements. praccipe~, and deposition,. 

EXPLANATION OI>' SENATE FILE 276 

The proposed bill relating to court records is permissive rather than 
mandatory in nature. The bill permits the cled, of court to reproduce all 
the original records by any reasonably penn anent legible means and pro­
vides that when the recorrls ha\'e been so reproduced, they shall have the 
same authenticity as th(· original records. 

The bill further provides that after the reproduction of the original 
records, a majority of the .i udges of the district court, upon application of 
the clerk, may order the original records destroyed after ten years. 

The clerk may, without prior order of court, destroy certain records 
after forty year~; ho\\'evcr, judgments, decrec$, and orders of court shall 
not be destroyed unless they have been reproduced and administrative 
records may be de:;troyed after five years. 

Courthouses today are o\'ercrowded and additional space is being rented 
or rooms built to house the voluminous records. The above bill will make 
l'ecord keeping more efficient and economical. 

There will be no loss of information contained in the records. because 
the reproduction of t.he cuurt re<:Ol'ds will be retained by the clerk. 

FISCAL NOTE 
Date prepared February 19. 1969. 
Requested by: Senat{)r Lodwick. 
Prepared in regard to a lJil] [O!' an act relating to court records. 
Following io t.he tisc,,! elTect in dollars of the leg-islative proposal as re­

quired by Rule 47: :-<'0 estimate. 
?\ote: The value of an: .. ~:\Vings resulting from this bill can be deter­

mined only by a comprehensive study of the present filing systems and 
space requirements of the several district courts. 

GARY D. RA",KI:-<' 
Legislative Fiscal Director 
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1 Amend Senate File 276, page two (2), by adding the 
2 fOllowing new section: 
3 "Sec. 4. For the purposes of this Act, "destruction" 
4 shall include the transmission of such articles as 
5 referred to in the Act, which are of general historical 
6 interest, to any recognized historical society or 
7 association." / ~ 

.~~5'-p;l... 

1 Amend Senate File 276, page 2, by adding the following 
2 new section: 
3 "Sec. 4. For the purposes of this Act, "destruction" shall 
4 include the transmission of such articles as referred to 
5 in the Act, which are of general historical interest, to 
6 any recognized historical society or association." 
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