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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to the definition of a mentally retarded person

for purposes of chapter 226 of the Code, and to the admis-

sion or transfer of such persons to the state mental health

institutes.

Be It Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa:

Section 1. Section two hundred twenty-six point eight (226.8),
Code 1966, is hereby repealed and the following enacted in lieu
thereof :

“No person who is mentally retarded, as defined by section two
hundred twenty-two point two (222.2) of the Code, shall be admitted
or transferred pursuant to section two hundred twenty-two point
seven (222.7) of the Code, to a state mental health institute
unless a professional diagnostic evaluation indicates that such
person will benefit from psychiatric treatment or from some other »
specific program available at the mental health institute to
which it is proposed to admit or transfer the person. Charges for
the care of any mentally retarded person admitted to a state mental
health institute shall be made by the institute in the manner pro-
vided by chapter two hundred thirty (230) of the Code, but the
liability of any other person to any county for the cost of care
of such mentally retarded person shall be as prescribed by section

two hundred twenty-two point seventy-eight (222.78) of the Code.”
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EXPLANATION OF HOUSE FILE 6

This bill repeals the present ban against admission of any mentally re-
tarded person to the state’s hospitals for the mentally ill, and substitutes
language permitting such admissions, either directly or by transfer from
a state hospital-school for the mentally retarded, where a professional eval-
uvation indicates that a particular mentally retarded person ig likely to
benefit thereby. The limitations on financial liability of parents for the
cost of care of patients at a state hospital-school are extended to parents
of patients so admitted to any of the state hospitals for the mentally ill.
See the report of the State Mental Health Institutions Study Committee,
contained in the Report of the Legislative Research Committee to the first
session of the Sixty-third General Assembly.
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