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.. An Act to change voting registration procedures and facilitate the 
procurement of absentee ballots. 

~ Be It Enacted by tke General Assembly of the State of Iowa: 

A BILL FOR~\~"\c~\.<\~'1\t~,:.>1/1 

'· ... ~A 

,. 'I ; am::::nb;' ad::7::e::=:::gf::IO::~~ :::e s::::~:: hereby 
r· .~ .. 3 1. "The commissioner of registration shall establish a perma-

4 nent registration place in the office of the city clerk or else-

12 thousand (10,000) inhabitants in the jurisdiction in excess of 

11 provide for additional branch registration places for each ten 

10 consideration the convenience of the voters. The commissioner shall 

9 two (2) branch registration places in his jUrisdiction, taking into 

8 tion. The commissioner of registration shall establish at least 

7 as the branch registration places are open as provided in this sec-

6 open at all times as are other city offices and at such other times 

5 where in the city hall. The permanent registration place shall be 

18 p.m. for one (1) week. The commissioner of registration shall 

17 from noon until 9 :00 p.m. and Saturday from 8 :00 a.m. until 5 :00 

16 ing any general election and shall remain open Monday through Friday 

15 tion places shall be opened the first Ost) Monday in October preced-

14 tion places as the commissioner deems necessary. Branch registra-

13 thirty thousand (30,000) and for such additional branch registra-

.~ 19 appoint two (2) persons to act as deputy registrars in each branch ~~ ~ 
~t. 
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20 registration place. Such appointments shall be made from lists 

21 supplied for that purpose by the official county chairmen of the 

22 two (2) political parties polling the highest vote in the juri;;-

2:'1 diction at th~ last preceding general election. Sllch lists shall • 24 be provided not later than September Gfteen (15) preceding the 

25 appointments. The commiSoioner shall appoint Olle (1) dcp"ty from 

26 each list for each branch. Wh~re the county chairmen fail to pro-

27 vide lists by the date specified in this section, the commissioner , 

28 shall make such appointments to persons known to be registered as 

29 members of the appropriate political party." 

gO 2. "The commiS5ioncr of registration ~hall appoint at lea,'! six 

31 (6) penon, for e~ch ten thou~anrl (10,000) inhabitants, or major 

32 fraction th~reor, within his jurisrliction as mobile deputy regis-

3:1 trar;;. An equal number of such appointees shall he appointed from • 3,1 lists supplied for that purpos~ from the county chairmen of the two 

35 (2) political parties polling the highest vote in the jurisdiction , . ' 

'. :16 in the last preceding general election. :Hobile depllt:' regi,trars 

37 are authorized to seCllre registration of eligible "oters anywhere 

38 in the jlll'isdidion and "hall make such reports of new "egist:ra-

39 tions and changC:5 w; the commig;::.ioner of registration reque5'L<'L 

40 Mobile deputy registl'ars ;;hall be appointed before the first (lst) 

41 of September preceding any general election and the appointments 

42 shall expir~ when reginration closes [or that election. :lIobile 

4:1 deputy registrars ghall :=5ervc without pay unlp;:;s otherwise ;;pccif-

44 icaJIy provided by dty ordillance:' 

:1. "The commissioner of regi::;tration shall designate each fire-

46 house in his jurisdiction as a re.gi.,tralion place from August first 

47 (lst) preceding any general election until registration closes for 
,-



-3- S. F. 341 

48 that election. At least two (2) firemen on each shift shall be 

49 deputized as registrars. Deputized firemen shall make such reports 

50 of new registrations and changeR as the commissioner of registra-

'. 61 tion requests. Firemen deputized as registrars .hall perform such 

52 duties without additional pay unless otherwise specifically pro-

'e 

• 

53 vided by city ordinance," 

1 Sec. 2. Section forty-eight point one (48.1), Code 1962, is 

2 hereby amended by striking from lines four (4) and th'e (5) the 

3 words "one hundred twenty-five" and inserting in lieu thereof the 

4 words "ten (10) ". 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Sec. 3. Section forty-eight point fi"e (48.5), Code 1962, is 

hereby amended by adding thereto the following paragraph: 

"The commissioner of registration shall also prepare lists of 

newly registered voters, indicating the name, address, precinct 

number, and party affiliation of such voters. The lists shall be 

prepared weekly from July first (lst) until September fifteen (15) 

and daily thereafter during the calendar months preceding any 

general election until registrations are closed. The lists shall 

be available to public inspection at all reasonable times and 

duplicate lists shall be prepared upon request for the county 

chairman of any political party polling in exce" of two (2) per­

cent of the popular vote in the jUrisdiction in the last preceding 

13 general election." 

1 Sec. 4. Section fQrty-eight point six (48.6), Code 1962, is 

2 hereby amended by adding thereto the following new subsection: 

3 "Party affiliation. (No Part.y if preferred.)" 

1 Sec. 5. Section forty-eight point seven (48.7). Code 1962, is 

2 hereby repealed and the following enacted in lieu thereof: 
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:3 "Removal notices shall be provided for the use of any registered 

4 voter moving to a ncw location. Removal notices shall pro\'ide 

5 spacc for the previous address of the voter, the address and exact 

6 location to which he is moving, and his signature. Any written 

7 notification from the voter containing the required information and 

8 signature shall be sufficient to validate his registration. If the 

9 commissioner of registration receives written notification of re-

10 moval from any registered voter and the notification does not con-

11 tain the required information, the commissioner shall immediately 

12 mail to the voter at his la,! known addres" notice that his regis-

1:3 tration is defective. Cpon receipt of any valid remo\'al notice, 

14 but not later than ten (10) days before any election, the commis-

15 sioner of registration "hall make entry of any change on the 

16 original and duplicate registration lists and the voter shall be 

17 qualified to vote in the new election precinct. Any voter who 

18 changes his residence withill tell (10) da~·g preceding an election 

.19 shall be entitled to vote in the precinct where he is register .. d." 

1 Sec. 6. Section forty-eight point fourteen (48.14), Code 1962, 

2 is hereby repealed and lhe following enacted in lieu thereof: 

:) "At the close of each calendar year, clerks of registration 

4 shall check the original registration list for the purpose of elim-

5 inating excess namC:5 aIld shi.tll examine the eleclion registers. 

6 Whenever it appcar5 that a registered voter has not voted at least 

7 one (1) time in four (4) calendar years in which elections are 

8 held, his tard shall be taken from the original and duplicate 

9 registration lists and placed in a transfer file. The commissioner 

10 of registration shall then mail to the voter, at his la~t known 

11 adures" a letter enclosing a retum post card with;). registration 

• 



• 
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12 form printed on the rever~e ~ide. The letter shall state that the 

13 addressee's \·ot<! has been challenged and the challenge can be 

14 removed by returning the completed registration post card. Return 

15 of the letter by the post office or failure of the \'oter to return 

16 the post card will invalidate the registration. When registration 

17 post card~ and removal notices are recei\'ed, registration clerks 

18 shall compare all signatures with those on the original registra­

J9 lioll. If the signatures are not similar, a post card notice 

20 stating the failure of valid registration and specifying the cause 

21 will be sent the \'oter at his last kllown addre". The voter shall 

22 remOve the defect by completing a new registration. 

23 "The commis~ioner of registration shall, On February first (lst) 

21 of each calendar ;'ear, prepare a list of all voters dropped from 

25 the registration lif,t for failure of registration, removal, or 

26 death during the time following the lagt previous such listing. 

27 Such list shall provide name", addresses and precinct numbers, and 

28 the party affiliation of each \'oter dropped. Such Ii~t, .hall be 

29 a\'aiJable for public inspection at all ,'eagonable times and dupli-

30 cate lists shall be provided on request for the county chairmen of 

31 any political party polling in excess of the two (2) percent of the 

32 popular \'ote in the last p"eceding general election. The commis-

33 sioner of registration shall make, on February first (1st) and 

3·1 August fir~t (lst) of each year, a report to the secretary of state 

35 showing the number of registered voter, by party affiliation for 

36 his jurisdiction." 

1 Sec. 7. Section fifty-three point two (58.2), Code 1962, is 

2 hereby amended by adding thereto the following se"tence: 

3 "Such application may be made in person Or in writing as pro-
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4 

1 

2 

:3 

4 

5 

vided in ~ection fifty-three point ten (53.10) of the Code." 

Sec. 8 Section fifty-three point ten (53.10), Code 1962, is 

hereby repealed and the following enacted in lieu thereof: 

"If the voter requests said application by card or letter ad­

dressed to his proper registration office, the responsible officer 

shaH send him both application and ballot at the same time." 

1 Amend Sl?na~ File 341 by striking nll of ~ubsc(;tion tWI) (2) 
Z of set'tion one (1). 

Filed and lost 
April 14, 1965. 

SE~ATE VILE 341 

A:)~a!1ci the amendment to Sel:ill~ Fi:e 341. file:d on .A.rril G. 
:2 l~ijG. by McX .. lly, O'Malky, Frommelt and RepPert by titriking' 
:J sv(·tior: 1 3nd itl:;ertin~ in lieu ehc)"e(Jf ~hc followifl~: 
4 "Section 1. S~(:tion forty-('igh~ poi:"lt four (48.4), Code 
5 1962, is he:t~b\" lltt,\'r".dcct a~ follQ\.v'3: 
G "1. Strike i~ linc eh:rht (8) t~c word 'preClt!Cl', 
"1 "Z. Strike all of said seetin!": af~r the period L) in 
8 line tWl?nty·two l22) and insflrt in lien therwf the following: 
9 'Rl!gistr.9.tion places !-_hal! hI! establil'Shed throughout tht~ city 

10 in sU<.:h numol!l' ilr:d t().:ati{)n~ a$. the commissionH of regi:-otl"<ltion 
11 or the! city eouodi :.n.,dl dctcrmir.c. The !:I!ntral regi~tration 
12 office shalt b(! pj'l\"n f,t. an timl!i5 when a. majority of other city 
l~ offices are open. During the mouth o( Octoher precl!Ging any 
14 Ken<:ra.l election. the {'f"l~tl"ll rcgbtnnion office :-ohaU ld:::o 
15 be open from 5;00 O'clock p.m. until fi:OO o'doell: p.m. Oll at 
16 least fi\"(· (5) days and i"IT.m 9:00 o'cl()d" n.~. until :;:00 
1-7 o'clock p.m. on at lca::-t Of.C Sa~utday bdor~ re~i:;tra.tjhn ell)~es 
18 fOr t.hat election. Each ot)1er rcgistl.atior. place shall he 
ifl open ~t ica~t f'!"om noon until ~):OV o'el(x:k p.m. on at kaM 
;;0 two (2) G<tYs durinf,!' the month of SeptembC'l' Or October prl!ccding 
:!l ar.y ~cncn\l election and bcfon~ r('gi~trati(»~ do!"_~~ f'Ol' that 
22 ciection. ~uo.icct to toe pl-0\·is:o;,'! of this section :ind any 
;;;:; ."\pplic:ible city ordin:i.lIce, t:le commissione-f of regi",tra tion shall 
24 rletermin;: th~ dates when \:h~ cf:nlral regi:;tration otnCt: ~hall 
2.5 be oper: d:Jring th4:' additional h()ur~ :o:pecified in this: section 
26 ~nc the date,. and hours when Other l'tc>gi~tfation plac('~ :;hall be 
27 open in acconhwcc \ .... ith this section. The eommi:;,siollc}- of 
28 registr<'ltion 5h~1l cau:,;~ notice of !';uch dates ~nd hours to be 
29 published at leaH once ic a new~p~;l~r of general eixt.\\ia.tion 
30 in the city.''' 

Filed and lost: ~ . ~') 
April 8, HI!).). By STA!liLl'Y. 

• 

• 



SE!\ATE FILE 841 

1 Amend Senate File 841 by strikin~ all after the enacting 
2 clause and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
3 Se<:tion 1. Chapter forty-eight (48), Code 1962, is hereby 
4 amended by adding thereto the following neW p_eetions: 
5 1. "The commissioner of registration shall establish a 
6 penn anent registration place in the office of the city 
7 clerk or elsewhere in the city hall. The permanent regis. 
8 tration place shall be open at all times as arc other city 
9 offices and at such other times as the branch regj~tr&tion 

10 places are open as provided in this !;\e<;t:Ol:. If petitioned 
11 by one or by both of the offici:}.l county chairmen of the 
12 two (2} political partie:: polling the highest vote in the 
18 jurisdiction at the last precc<iing general election, the 
14 commissioner of registration shall establish at least two 
15 (2) branch registration places in his jurisdiction, taking 

16 into consideration the convenience of the voters. I'f pe~-
1-7 tioned by one or by both of the official county cl:airmen 
18 ot the two (2) political pm:tieg polling the highest \"ote 
19 in the jurisdiction at the !a!=t prcccdlng genc:o-al p!ection, 
20 the commiseioner ::,hall provide for additional brnnch regis-
21 trat-ion placE's for each ten thousand (10.000) inhabitants 
22 in the jurj~dictj()n in excess of thirt ...... tho~silnd (30.000) 
23 and for such fidditional branch res....;~tr~tion nlaccs 3~ the 
24 commissioner deems n~e3sary AI! branch r~gi5tration 
25 places sha:l be opene<i the firf;t (1st) )'1onciay in October 
26 pnceding any general ele<:t~on and i:ihall remain open Monday 
27 through Friday from noon un:l1 8:00 p.m. and Saturday from 
28 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.':l1. for one (1) week. The commis-
29 ~;joncr of re!!"istration gh~l1 appoint two (2) vergons to 
30 nct as deput:,-' regig~nrr~ in each branch rt'gil'ltration place. 
S1 Such appointments ahal1 be rr.adc from 1ist~ supplied for 
32 that purpose by th~ official tounty chairmen of the two 
33 (2) political parties polling' the higne.;-)t \"ote in the 
34 jurisdidion at the last prece<iing ::eneral eJection. Such 
35 lists shall be pro\'ided. not later thnn August fifteen (15) 
36 preeeding the appointments. The commissioner ~hall appoint 
37 one (1) deputy from each list for each branch. Where the 
38 county chairmen fail to pro\'id~ lists by the date !-;peci-
39 tied in this seetion, the commi3sioner shall make 5'_uch 
40 appointments to persons known t-<> be registered as members 
41 of the appropriate political P!lrty." 
42 2. I{The commis3ioner of registration shall appoint at 
43 least six (6) pcrson~ for each ten thouf>nnd (10,000) in 
44 habitants, or major fraction thereof within his jurisdiction 
45 as mobile deputy registrar". An equal number of these 
46 appointe<!s shall be appointed from lists sUJ')plied for that 
47 purpose from the county chainnen of the two (2) political 
48 partiee polling- the highest vote in the jurisdiction in 
49 the last preceding gener3l election. Mobile deputy regis-
50 trars are authorized to secure registration of elilrible 
51 voters anywhere in the jurisdiction and !$hall make such 
52 rtpOrts of new registration3 and changes as the commi~ 
53 sioner of registration requests. ~!obile deputy regis-
54 trars shall be appointcd before the first (1st) of AURu~t 
55 preceding any general eleclion and the appointmenb shall 
66 expire when registration closes for that election. ~obile 
57 deputy registrars shall ser ... e without pay from the munid-
58 pality." 
59 See. 2. Section forty-eight point OM (48.1), Code 1962, 
60 is hereby amended by strikinp: from lines four (4) Ilnd five (5) 
G1 the ,\'ords "one hundred twenty-five" and inserting in lieu thereof 
62 the words "wn (10)". 
63 See. 3. Section forty-eight point five (48.5), Code 1962, 
64 is hereby amended by 3ddin~ thereto the following t>aragraph: 
65 I~The commissioner of registration shall also prepare lists 
66 ot newly registered voters, indicating th~ name, address, pre-
67 dnct number and party affiliabon of such \"oters. The lids 
G8 shall be prepared weekly from .Tuly first (lst) until September 
69 fifteen (15) and dail)' thereafter except Saturdays and Sundays 
70 during the calendar months preceding any general election nntil 



71 regi.stration~ are closed. The list~ ~hall be available to pub!ic 
72 inspection at all l'casQnablc time;:) and du';)iicate lists sh::l.l1 be 
7~ prepared upon request- for th~ county cha:rman of any poli:-ical 
74 paTt~· polling in CHe:-;s of two (2) per('cnt of the popular .... ote 
75 in the juril!ciiction in the lal"t preceding ~enf'ral election:' 
76 Sec. 4. Section forty-eight point :o:-ix (,18.6). Cod~ l~(;Z, 
77 is hereby am~nded by addin~ thereto the following r.ew sub!'.ection: 

i; .... ;~.,.',:.,* •. ,:;~j .. :,~.~,~ "Part:,>' affiliation. ().:'o -nnrty if preferrec!')8" C ~ ~~_ _ ',,,"'" S~. 5. Section fortr-ei~j-.t poi:l.t seven (~ .-i). ~o~le 1962, 
:~~~--;'W:;";~ 80 is hereby repealed and the followin(! en~cted in lieu thereof: 
.~~<:':t~' 81 .. Remo .... al notices !-.hall be proyided for the use of any 
IJ':~,.(. 82 registered voter moving to a new lo{:fltion. Rcmon.l :lot:ces 

i':;~'~:."'· 8~ shall JHo\'ide ~pace for the previou~ addre:::s of the voter. the 
l:~'~ 84 addre:5S the eX::ict loc:\tion to which he is mo\;ng, and hi~ sig-
' ... ~"~ 85 n3oturc .• l,ny written notification from the voter containing 
:;;s.. 86 the required information and signature shall be 5ufficient to 

<J:l.·'·'! 87 validate his registration. If the commissioner of rCgi8trution 
. ~:;' 88 receives written notitication of rcmoval from any re~istcred 

80 voter and the notification does not contain the required infor-
90 mation, the commissioner shall immedi3tely mail to the voter 
91 at his last known address notice that hii<; rel?'il:'tration i:" dcfec-
92 th·e. 'l.!pon receipt of !lny valid remo\'al notice. but not later 
93 than ten (10) days before any election. the commissioner of 
94 registration shall make entry of any change on the original 
95 and dupliC!l.te re~j$tration lists and the .... owr shall be quali-
96 fled to vote in the new election precinct. Any voter who changes 
97 his residence within ten (10) day~ prece<iin::r an election shan 
98 be entitled to vote in the precinct where he is registered:' 
99 Sec. 6, Section forty·eight point fourwen (48,14), Code 

100 1962, is herebY amended by adding the following: 
101 "The commissione'C' of registration shnll make, on August 
102 first (lst) of each year. a report to the secretan'" of state 
103 showing the number of regjstered voters by party affiliation 
104 for his jurisdiction." 
106 Sec. 7, Section fifty·three point two (52.2), Code 1962. 
106 is hereby amended by adding thereto the followinlt sentence: 
107 f'Sueh application may be made in person or in writing as 
108 provided in seetion fifty-three point ten (53.10) of the Code." 
109 See, 8, Section fifty-three point ten (53,10), Code 1962. 
110 is hereby repealed and the following enacted in lieu thereof: 
111 "If the voter requests said application by card Or letter 
112 addressed to the auditor, the auditor shall send bim both appli-
113 cation and ballot at the same time." 
114 See, 9, Section forty·eight point six (48,6), Code 1962. 
115 is amended by adding after the period in line thirty-fh'e (36) 
116 thereof the following; "Except that the si~nature shall b(i 
117 required only on the original registration list where the du-
118 plic.o.tc regi~trntion list is prepared by el~trical. mechanical 
119 or similar data proces~." 
120 Sec, 10, Sedion forty",ight point ei!':ht (48.8), Code 
121 1962, is amended by adding nfter the pcriod in line nineteen 
122 (19) thereof the following: "Duplicate registration hi:;ts may 
123 be prepared by electrical, mechanical or similar data process." 
124 See. 11. Section forty-eight point twenty-one (48.21), 
125 Code 1962, is amended by adding nfter the period in line twenty-
126 . 'four (24) thereof the following; "liowever. in cities USing 
127 duplicaw registration lists prepared by electrical, m~chll.nical 
128 or similar data proceS8 the certificate of re~istration shall 
12!.l be appro\'ed by 3 judge or clerk of the election if the peJ:"tlon 
130 signing the certificate of rel;istratioD and the person on the 
131 registry list appear to be the same." . 

Fjled ~M~'\.<.;" :>.A ~,,-h&. ~\ \ '{. \. ""'-\ \ 'l. ') 
April 6, 1965. By )lCXALLY, O'MAT,LEY, Fno~ntELT and REPPERT. 

SI::N,\TE FILE 341 

Arr.end lhe amendment l(J Scr.atc Filc 3'11 tiled April G. 
::: l~ljj hy ~[(;i'\a!ly. o ';\1111 k,::, ct <I: .. by :tdoinh" after the word 
:3 "<l(ldrc:-,~" in line 8·1 the word "oc. 

Filed and adopted 
April 8. 1061). By McNALLY. 


