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January SO, 1961. 
Cities and Towns. 

House File 187 
By DENMAN, DUFFY, ELY, STANLEY, 

PETERSOl\ of Woodbury, RILEY and ANDERSEN 
(O'Malley, Wolf, Van Eaton and Kolan). 

Passed House, Date ..... 2..~?f~5 Passed Senate, Date ..... 'i~ .. .Jo.'i.c:?1 
Vote: Ayea ...... fl:J. .. Nays ... ./..5....... Vote: Ayes .. j/I/... Nays ... 1/. ...... . 

~A~~::.1·:···:.;::.F7i,··;·~·····i:J{::y 

A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to low-rent housing. 

WHEREAS, it is hereby declared: (a) that there exist in mu· 
nicipalities in the state, insanitary, unsafe and overcrowded 
dwelling accommodations; that in such municipalities within the 
state there is a shortage of safe or sanitary dwelling accommo­
dations available at rents Or prices which persons of low income 
can afford and that such shortage forces such persons to occupy 
insanitary, unsafe and overcrowded dwelling accommodations; (b) 
that the aforesaid conditions cause an increase in and spread of 
disease and crime and constitute a menace to the health, safety, 
morals and welfare of the residents of the state; that the8e con­
ditions necessitate excessive and disproportionate expenditures 
of public funds for crime prevention and punishment, public 
health and safety, fire and accident protection, and other public 
services and facilities; (c) that these slum areas cannot be 
cleared, nor can the shortage of safe and sanitary dwellings for 
persons of low income be relieved through the operation of pri-
vate enterprise, and that the construction of housing projects 
for persons of low income (as herein defined) would therefore not 
be competitive with private enterprise; (d) that the construc-
tion of such projects would make housing a\'ailable for persons of 
low income who are displaced in the rehabilitation, clearance and 
redevelopment of slums and blighted areas or as the result of 
other governmental action, and for veterans of low income who are 
unable to provide themselves with decent housing on the basis of 
the benefits heretofore made available to them through certain 
go\'ernment guarantees of loans to veterans for the purchase of 
residential property; (e) that the clearance, replanning and 
preparation for rebuilding of these areas· and the providing of 
safe and sanitary dwelling accommodations' for persons of low in­
come are public uses and purposes for which public money may be 
spent and private property acquired and are governmental functions 
of state concern; (f) that residential construction acti'l"ity is 
closelv correlated with general economic activity and that the 
undeliakings authorized by this chapter to aid the production of 
better housing and more desirable neighborhood and community de­
velopment at lower costs will make possible a more stable and 
larger volume of residential construction which ,,",'ill assist ma­
terially in maintaining full employment ; and that the necessity 
in the public interest for the provisions hereinafter enacted is 
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hereby declared as a matter of legislative determination; :-<ow 
Therefore 

Be It Enacted by the General A88embly of the State of Iowa: 

This is a Companion Bill; for complete text see Senate File 79. 

EXPLANATIOX OF HOUSE FILE 187 

This bill is essentially an enabling act which will penuit cities and counties to engage 
in t.he field of low-rent housing for low-income families, including the age<!. It permit!s 
the use of federal funds to tlnance any gu~h projects. L'nder pre8~nt law, cittes and 
counties cannot engage in low~rent housing and cannot use federal funds tor such 
purpose even though they wish to do so. The bill is pennissi-.'e in nature and not 
mandatory, and it prov;des fOT management control at the lo.cal community level rather 
than at a state or federal level. 

This bill is necessa.ry if urban renewal aetivities are to proceed in a normal m&n~r. 
Under urban renewal law, a family cannoi be displaced until a decent, safe and sanitary 
place has been found into which such family can be moved, which must be within the 
financial means of the displaced family and which must be in a ~sona.bly convenient 
location. Many low-income families livli:! in urban renewal areas and do not han~ the 
means or credit to rent or buy hou$ing units which private jndustry can affQrd to build. 
Low-rent housing appears to be the only answer. 
T~e form of this bill is glmerally t.nken from Q. model sUlQ;eeted by fedex-al authorities 

and JS a compo.si~ of the best if'3tures of numerou!I (';.ute laws. Only four states, 10 ........ &., 
Oklahoma, Utah and Wyoming, do not have any enablin~ legislation. The citizens of 
Iowa are, and have been paying for low-rent housing in an the oth~r states, but cannot 
engage in same without legislation such as this. 

The need for legislation on this subje<:t has been urged by many organizations in the 
state, including the Iowa League of Municip;r.lities. It has also ~n endo~ in the 
state plut!orm of both major political parties. 
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HOt'SE FILE lS7 

. . -""1 1 Amend House- File 187 as foi!ows: .. 
.1_"''-'- " ......... <- ..... !J .... -...J. Bv str:king from i1!'les 5 and 6 of S~tion 2 the t.ollo~"1ng: 

~' _ ,', 3 ". :o"'~; or county in th~ state." nnd by in.seTt\.ng \17. heu th.er~f 
-, 4 " • 1" ",on -:.he 5~te ha. ... ing a popula:.ton a! one hundred t •• e IO !OWlng: 

5 :lit .... thO;li>llnd or more." 
6 2-. By striking £Tom 1ine'3, 14: 3.nd 19 of sect~on. -', 1 ~he ",:",ord 
-: "proceeciin::r" and inserting In !ie'.l thereof in eacn .IDe tne 
8 word ':preceding". 

) -0 Filed )_:~o_, "-
Febru.ry 16, 1961. 

, , DE~MA:-; of Polk. 

HOUSE FILE 187 

1 Amend House File 131 as follows: 
2 1. By inserting after Sect.ion 24 the following new section: 

• 0 3 No municipality sha.H erect or operate any low-rent housing 
4 authorized under the provisions of this chapter unless the 

"-~:"'''--:<' 

5 question of entering into such housing activities shall have 
6 been authoriud by a \'ote of at least sixty per cent of the 
1 elector~ of such municipality voting on thj?' proposition !it any 
8 regular municip.l. primary or general election. 
9 Notice of the time and place of such eJection shall be gi .... -en 

10 by publication once each week for three consecutive weeks prior 
11 thereto in some r.ewspaper having il general circulation in such 
12 municipaiity. Such election may be called by the governing body 
13 of the municipality, and shall be called. when a petition asking 
14 for such election. signed by at least two per cent of the electors 
15 of the municipality voting for g'()vernor at the last preceding 
16 general election. hu ~ file<i ~;th the cierk of the municipality, 
1 j The fonn of the question to be presented for a vote of the 

~' 

18 electors shall be in substantially the :oIlowing form; "Shall the 
19 (name of municipality) engage in ~ow-rent housing activities under 
20 the provisions o.f Chapter (number of this chapter) of the Code?". 
21 2. By renumbering $oIl subsequent sections. 

Filed 
F.bruary 20, 1961. HOt:G~N 01 Black Hawk. 

HOUSE FILE 187 

/ 

1 Amend the Hougen amendment to House File 187 filed ! I ,.;,":",' j LL '\ 
2 FebruAry 20, 1961, by inserting after line twenty (20) thev"""- .............. _~ .... (..~ '....... 
3 following: "Each specific projeet shall be voted on .::::~ ;t<: 
4 ~pat"ately." 

Filed 
F.bruary 21, 1961. NADEN" of Hamilton. 

HOt'SE FILE 187 

I " Am.end the Hougen a~endment t? House File 187 by striking from" 
2 line SIX (6) the words at least SIxty per cent" and substituting........ " 
3 in J:eu thereot the words "a simple majority". _~"-...y v 

Flied 
)1arch 16, 1961. RILEY of Linn. 

HOUSE FILE 187 

Amend the Denman amendment to House File 187 by striking 
2 the words "one hundr~" in line 4 and the word "fifty" in line 5 
3 llnd substituting in lieu thereof the words "seventy-five'·, 

Filed 
Mal'Ch 22, 1961_ 

HOUSE FILE IS7 

1 Amend House r.-ile 187. section three (3), 3ubsection . -..... 5--~;" /' 
2 one (1), by chang1ng the period to a comma and adding a" the "')", "I 

3 end thereof the. follo'w1ng: "proV'ided that total constl'"u.ct~ 
4 C~$t of anr project shaH not excood eleven thousand dOllar

1on 

5 (~ll.OOO) per famiiy unlt." 3 

Filed 
)larch 27, 1961. 

HOUGEN of Black Hawle. 



HOt:'SE FILE 187 

Amend HouJe File iSi by adding the :'oliowing new subsection 
2 to section five (5): 
;) 2, ~o mur.i<;:palitr shail exercise the a.uthority :"erein 
5 co~~rred upon ~unicipaljties by this chapter until after its 
05 !ocs', go\'ern.ing boo}· shaH r.a\·e held a public hear::r.g on a 

~ou.smg proJe.;c under consIderation; which public hearing 
., shall be only after public notice thereof by publication in 
~ a ne'.vspap(:r having 3 general circulation in the area of 16 oper3tion of th!! municipality. The notice shall describe the 

~lme,. datt;o p!a.ce_~nd lurpose of the hearing. shall gener~ny 
11 IdentIfY tne, Il~ca.tlOn .. or the housing. p:oje-ct under consideration 
12 and snaIl o.ut,me. the general scope oJ; tne housu,-J;' project plan 
13 under cOT:$\deration. 

Filed 
)farch 2S, 1961. RJI...EY of Linn. 
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HOUSE FILE 187 

Amend the Hougen amendment to House File 187 by adding 
to the end of line eight (8) the fonowing! 

"or by special election called by the governing body of 
the municipality/'. 

Fiied 
)Iarch 28, 1961. RILEY of Linn. 

HOUSE FILE 18i 

, Arn~n~ Houf,e Fi!e 187, section tht"ee (3). subsection one (1), 
2 oy ;;stn,kl.n~ the ~nod at the end thereof, inserting a comma 
;J and aa~Ing the Ioil{)wing: "pro\'ided that the total constn.ic~ion 
"" costs ot, any project shall not exceed twentv thousand dollars 
5 per family umt.'· . 

, , ' 
Filed and iost :'-,~ -

:/-.. .-1 llarch 29. 1961. 
FrSCHF.R of Grundy. 
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HOUSE FIl"E 187 

. Amend House File 187. semon 7, by _ inserting in 

" 4 

hne S. after th~ word 4.'income" the following: "who 
OCCUPIed dwelhng"3 WhIch W@re razed in connection with aD 
urban renewal project, n. 

/'<,'FiIed 
" ,~/"~April,24, 1961, 

. > 
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2 
3 

1-------~--------, 

HOUSE FILE 187 y~ 
Amend House File 187 as follows: ~'-'...... \,. 
1. Amend section 2 by striking all of subsection 10 and insertingc-/' /." 

in lieu thereof the following: ~ I '61 
4 "10. (a) uPersons of low income" means persons or families 
5 who~ combined gross income does not excei!d thirty-six hundred 
6 (3,600) dollars per annum, except that in ease of families with 
7 one or more dependents said annual income shall not exceed an 
8 additional one hundred (100) dollars for each such dependent, 
9 When the annual income of the person or family exceeds thirty·six 

10 hundred (3600) dollars plus one hundred (100) doll.rs for each 
11 such dependent by the sum ot six hundred (600) donors he shall 
12 be required to vacate within six (6) months. 
13 (b) HGr03s income" shall ruean the adjusted gross income 
14 as dtfined by the Federal Inter-nal ~\'enue Code increased by the 
15 amount of ~ove-rnment or private retirement or disability pensions and 
16 payments received. and excluding the first five hundred (500) dollars 
17 of earnings of students who sttended a regular public or private 
18 school for a period of at least fiv~ (5) months of the pr-evious calendar 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
21; 

year. 
(c) "Dependent" means members of the household, other th3D 

the spouse or head of the household, who qualify as depe!1dents under 
the Federal Internal Reven~ Code." 

2. Alnend section 7. line 13, by adding after the- word ··project." 
the following; 

"Pro.nded, however, sueh determination of eligibility ShAll be 
within the limits of the income limits hereinbefore set out." 

Filed and adopted 
April 28. m6i. By SCBRO£DDt, STUART and P01TER. 


