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An Act relating to low-rent housing.

WHEREAS, it is hereby declared: (a) that there exist in mu-
nicipalities in the state, insanitary, unsafe and overcrowded
dwelling accommodations; that in such municipalities within the
state there is a shortage of safe or sanitary dwelling accommo-
dations available at rents or prices which persons of low income
can afford and that such shortage forces such persons to occupy
insanitary, unsafe and overcrowded dwelling accommodations; (b)
that the aforesaid conditions cause an increase in and spread of
disease and crime and constitute a menace to the health, safety,
morals and welfare of the residents of the state; that these con-
ditiong necessitate excessive and disproportionate expenditures
of public funds for crime prevention and punishment, public
health and safety, fire and accident protection, and other public
gervices and facilities; (¢) that these slum areas cannot be
cleared, nor can the shortage of safe and sanitary dwellings for
persons of low income be relieved through the operation of pri-
vate enterprise, and that the construction of housing projects
for persons of low income (as herein defined) would therefore not
be competitive with private enterprise; (d) that the construc-
tion of such projects would make housing available for persons of
low income who are displaced in the rehabilitation, clearance and
redevelopment of glums and blighted areas or aa the result of
other governmental action, and for veterans of low income who are
unable to provide themselves with decent housing on the basis of
the benefits heretofore made available to them through certain
government guarantees of loans to veterans for the purchase of
residential property; (e) that the clearance, replanning and
preparation for rebuilding of these areas and the providing of
safe and sanitary dwelling accommeodations for persons of low in-
come are public uses and purposes for which public money may be
spent and private property acquired and are governmental functions
of state concern; (f) that residential construction activity is
closely correlated with general economic activity and that the
undertakings authorized by this chapter to aid the production of
better housing and more desirable neighborhood and community de-
velopment at lower costs will make possible a more stable and
larger volume of residential construction which will assist ma-
terially in maintaining full employment; and that the necessity
in the public interest for the provisions hereinafter enacted is




T .

hereby declared as a matter of legislative determination; Now
Therefore

Be It Enacted by the General Asgembly of the State of Iowa:

This is a Companion Bill; for complete text see Senate File 79.

EXPLANATION OF HOUSE FILE 187

This bill is essentially an enabling act which will permit cities and counties to engage
in the field of low-rent housing for low-income families, including the aged. It permits
the use of federal funds t¢ finance any such projects. Under presant law, cities and
counties cannot engage in low-rent housing end cannot uge federal funds for such
purpose even though they wish to do so. The bill is permissive in nature and not
mandatory, ard it provides for management contro] at the local community level rather
than at a state or federal level.

This bill is necessary if urban renewsl activities are to proceed in a normal manner,
Under urban renewal law, a family cannot be displaced until a decent, safe and sanitary
place has been found into which such family can be moved, which must be within the
financial means of the displaced family and which must be in a reasonably convenient
location. Many low-income families live in urban reénewal areas and do not have the
means or credit to rent or buy housing units which private industry can afford to build.
Low-rent housing appears to be the only answer.

The form of this bill is generally taken from a model suggested by federal authorities
and is a compasite of the best features of numercus state laws. Only four states, Jowsa,
Oklahoma, Utah and Wyoming, do not have any enabling legisiation. The citizens of
Towa are, und have been paying for low-rent housing in all the other states, but cannot
engage in same without legislation such as this.

The need for legislation on this subject has been urged by many organizetions in the
state, including the Jowa League of Municipalities. It has also been endorsed in the
state platform of both major political parties.
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i Sl Amend House File 187 as foilows:

A A 7 a5 ] X o _ .
T-U-Ceg.,.1. By striking from lines 5 and 6 of Section 2 the following:

: « “eowl or county in the state.” and by inserting in liew 'r.‘:\er?of
! the foliowing: “in the state having a populazion of one hundred
Sfty thousand or more.” o
2. By striking from lines 14 and 19 of section 7 the word
“proceeding”’ and inserting m leu thereof in each line the
word “preceding”.
Filed '"\vl'“"—"' ~ - N R SRR v -

Februnry 16, 1961. / d DENMAN of Poik.

HOUSE FILE 187 ‘

Amend House File 137 as follows:
1. By inseriing after Section 24 the following new section: —
No municipality shail erect or operate any low-rent housing ‘?-W?J-«

authorized under the provizions of this chapter uniess the b

been authorized by = vote of at least sixty per cent of the Tmne o ‘

electors of such municipality voting on the propesition at any =L
regular municipal, primary or general election. < e

Notice of the time and place of such election shall be given s

10 by publication once each week for three consecutive weeks prior

11 thereto in some rewspaper having a general cireulation in such

12  municipality. Such alection may be called by the governing body

12  of the municipality, and shall be called when a petition asking

14 for such election, signed by at least two per cent of the electors

15 of the municipality voting for governor at the last preceding

18 general election, has been Gled with the clerk of the municipatity,

17 The form of the guestion to be presented for a vote of the

18 electors shall be in substantially the following form: “Shall the

19 (name of municipality) engage in low-rent housing activities under

20 the provisions of Chapter (number of this chapter) of the Code?”,

21 2. By renumbering all subsequent sections.

Filed
February 20, 1961. ) Hovecex of Black Hawk.
HOUSE FILE 187

W oo =0 Ot Mo
£
[=]
@®
w
o,
o
=2
L=3
£
o
g
o
L=
.g
171
]
Lx]
=2
-
o
-1
1
.
=
x
]
0
o
=
)
o
i
w
=
B,
I~
=)
<
o

1 Amend the Hougen amendment to House File 187, filed :, o .’ 2,

2 February 20, 1961, by inserting after line twenty (20) the:"{’WL Y ”,'\‘
3 following: “Each specific project shall be voted on 2 el

4 separately.”

Filed
February 21, 1961. Napex of Hamilton.
HOUSE FILE 187

_ Amend the Hougen amendment to House File 187 by striking from -
line six (B) the words “at least sixty per cent” and subatituting ~- .
3 in lieu thereof the words “a simple majority”. i

1
2
Filed =
Mareh 16, 1961, RILEY of Linn

HQUSE FILE 187

1 Amend the Denman amendment to House File 187 by striking
2  the words “one hundred” in line 4 and the word *“fifty” in line 5
8 and substituting in lien thereof the words “seventy-five”.

Filed T TP T e g
March 22, 1961, Dot < RILEY of Lynn.
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HOUSE FILE 187

Amend House File 187, section three {3), subsection _ V&-}'/-
one (1), by changing the period to & comma and adding at the Do
end thereof the following: “provided that total construction .

cost of any projeet shail not exceed eleven th i
(S12.000) por Eamrion B9 thousand doilars

O e O3 1D

Filed

Maerch 27, 1961, HotvGeEn of Black Hawk.
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Ame.nd House File 187 by adding the Zoliowing new subsection
to section five (3):

2, No municipality shail exercise the authormty herein
con.f‘erred upen murjcipalities by this chapter until after its
loca. governing body shail kave held 2 public kearing on a
fousing projeci under consideration; which public hearing
; shail be only after public notice thereof by publication in

3 2 newspaper having a general circulation in the area of

¥ operation of the municipality. The notice shall describe the

10 .t:me..datel. p!ace_gnd purpose of the hearing, shall generally
11 identify the iocation for the housing project under consideration
12  and shall cutline the general scope of the housing project plan
il under corsideration. ‘ ’

Filed “
March 28, 1961. RILEY of Linn,

L R B S TRy U R
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1 Amend the Hougen amendment to House File 187 by adding

2 to the end of line eight (8) the following: -

3 “or by special election called by the governing body of o

4 the municipality.”. ST TR !
Filed -
Mareh 28, 1961, Rozy of Linn.

HOUSE FILE 187

1 . Amend House File 187, section three (3), subsection one (1),
2 by 3tr1'km: the period at the end thereof, inserting a comma

3 and aac}ing the following: “provided that the otal construc'.,:‘on
1 costs of any project shall not exceed twenty thousand dollars
5 per family unit.”"

oo
&

Filed and iost s
March 29, 1981, FISCHER of Grundy,

e
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1 Amend House File 187, section 7, by i 1 i
) N ¥ insert in
2 line 3 after the word “income” the,following:mﬁwho

3 occupied dwellings which were razed in con ecti i
_ n
L, 4 u;-ban renewal projeect,”, 'on with an

Filed. . R g |
~April 24, 1961, o 'MI}/ 5

VI,? By DYKHoUSE i

HOUS ILE 187 @,c_w_u\_,\_, C?

1 Amend House File 187 as follows: ‘ N
2 1. Amend section 2 by striking all of subsection 10 and inserting S
3 in liew thereof the following: 5/1 /¥
4 “10. (a) “Persons of low income’ means persons or families '

5 whose combined gross income does not exceed thirty-six hundred

6 (3,600) dollars per annum, except that in case of families with

7 one or more dependents said annual income shall not exceed an

8 additional one hundred (100) dollars for each such dependent.

When the annual income of the person or family exceeds thirty-six

10 hundred (3600) dollars plus one hundred (100) dollars for each

11 such dependent by the sum of six hundred (600) dollars he shall

12  be required to vacate within six (6) months.

13 (b) “Gross income” shall mean the adjusted gross income

14 as defined by the Federal Internal Revenue Code increased by the

15 amount of government or private retirement or disability pensiong and

16 payments received. and excluding the first five hundred (500) dollars

17 of earnings of students who attended a regular public or private

18 school for a period of at least five (5) months of the previous calendar

19  year.

20 (¢} “Dependent” means members of the household, other than

21 the spouse or head of the household, who qualify as dependents under

22 the Federal Internal Revenue Code.”

28 2. Amend section 7T, line 13, by adding after the word “project.”

24 the following:

w

25 “Provided, however, such determination of eligibility shall be

26 within the limits of the income limits hereinbefore set out.”

Filed and adopted .
April 28, ﬁgi‘ By ScHROEDER, STYART and POTTER. :
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