
STATE OF IOWA 
KIM REYNOLDS 
GOVERNOR 

June 2, 2026 

The Honorable Paul Pate 
Secretary of State of Iowa 
State Capitol Building 
LOCAL 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

I hereby transmit Senate File 2299, an Act relating to the district-to-community college sharing or 
concurrent enrollment program. 

Concurrent enrollment programs play an important role in helping Iowa students earn college 
credit, explore career pathways, and prepare for future success. However, I am concerned Senate 
File 2299 could discourage participation in these programs by allowing students and families to 
be charged when a course is failed or withdrawn. 

Data show students eligible for free and reduced-price lunch (FRL) fail or withdraw from both 
online and face-to-face concurrent enrollment courses at more than double the rate of students who 
are not FRL eligible. At the same time, Iowa students who participate in concurrent enrollment are 
significantly more likely to pursue and complete postsecondary education. Introducing the 
possibility of financial liability may specifically discourage participation among economically 
disadvantaged students who often benefit most from these opportunities. Local school districts and 
community college partners are best positioned to address student completion challenges through 
intervention strategies tailored to the individual student. Iowa should strengthen academic 
assistance, advising, and early intervention strategies to help students successfully complete 
coursework rather than creating additional financial barriers for families. 

Concurrent enrollment has expanded significantly across Iowa and now serves students pursuing 
a wide range of academic and workforce goals. As participation continues to grow, future 
legislatures should take a comprehensive look at the program as a whole rather than addressing 
individual issues one bill at a time. 

Our focus should remain on expanding opportunities for students while ensuring these programs 
remain strong, sustainable, and accessible for all Iowa students. 

For the above reasons, I respectfully disapprove Senate File 2299 as specified above, in accordance 
with Article III, Section 16, of the Constitution of the State of Iowa. 

STATE CAPITOL DES MOINES, IOWA 50319 515.281.5211 FAX 515.725.3527 WWW.GOVERNOR.IOWA.GOV 



Sincerely, 

OmiM^ynolds 
Governor 

cc: Secretary of the Senate 
Clerk of the House 
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Senate File 2299 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE DISTRICT-TO-COMMUNITY COLLEGE SHARING OR 

CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT PROGRAM. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 261E.8, Code 2026, is amended by adding 

the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION . 10. A student's parent or guardian, if the 

student is a minor, or the student, if the student is eighteen 

years of age or older or is an emancipated minor, shall, upon 

the request of the school district or accredited nonpublic 

school through which the student is accessing the program, 

pay to the school district or accredited nonpublic school an 

amount equal to the amount the school district or accredited 

nonpublic school paid to a community college pursuant to the 

contract entered into under this section that is directly 

associated with the student's participation in the community 

college-offered class, or the class taught by a community 

college-employed instructor, if any one of the following 

applies : 

a. The student failed the community college-offered class. 

b. The student failed the class taught by a community 

college-employed instructor. 
c. The student withdrew from the community college-offered 

class . 
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d. The student withdrew from 

college-employed instructor. 

the class taught by a conununity 

AMY SINCLAIR 

President of the Senate 

PAT GRASSLEY 

Speaker of tfhe House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 2299, Ninety-first General Assembly. 
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W. CHARLES SMITHSON 

Secretary a 

2026 

KIM 

Governor 


