STATE OF IOWA
KIM REYNOLDS
GOVERNOR

May 19, 2025

The Honorable Paul Pate
Secretary of State of lowa
State Capitol

Des Moines, lowa 50319
Dear Mr. Secretary,

I hereby transmit:

House File 573, an Act relating to filing applications and custody of the respondent in an
involuntary commitment proceeding.

The above House File is hereby approved on this date.

Sincgrely

Governor of low

Ce: Secretary of the Senate
Clerk of the House

STATE CAPITOL DES MOINES, IOWA 50319 515.281.5211 FAX 515.725.3527 WWW.GOVERNOR.IOWA.GOV
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House File 573

AN ACT
RELATING TO FILING APPLICATIONS AND CUSTODY OF THE RESPONDENT IN
AN INVOLUNTARY COMMITMENT PROCEEDING.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY QOF THE STATE OF IOWA:

Section 1. Section 125.75, subsection 1, Code 2025, is
amended to read as follows:

1. a. Proceedings for the involuntary commitment or
treatment of a person with a substance use disorder to a
facility pursuant to this chapter or for the involuntary
hospitalization of a person pursuant to chapter 229 may
be commenced by any interested person by filing a verified
application with the clerk of +he a district court.

b, If the verified application was filed in a district

court of a county where the respondent is not located and

does not reside, the court shall transfer jurisdiction of the

case to the district court of the county where the respondent

is presently located or which is the respondent’s place of
residence.

c. The clerk, or the clerk’s designee, shall assist the an
applicant in completing the verified application.

Sec. 2. Section 125.83, Code 2025, ig amended to read as
follows:

125.83 Placement for evaluation.

If upon completion of the commitment hearing, the court
finds that the contention that the respondent is a person

with a substance use disorder has been sustained by clear and
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convincing evidence, the court shall order the respondent
placed at a facility or under the care of a suitable facility
on an outpatient basis as expeditiously as possible for a
complete evaluation and appropriate treatment. Any peace
officer shall have the authority to take the respondent

into custody in any county in which the respondent is found

for placement at a facility or under the care of a suitable

facility in accordance with an order entered pursuant to this

section. The court shall furnish to the facility at the time
of admission or outpatient placement, a written statement of
facts setting forth the evidence on which the finding is based.
The administrator of the facility shall report to the court no
more than fifteen days after the individual is admitted to or
placed under the care of the facility, which shall include the
chief medical officer’s recommendation concerning treatment of
a substance use disorder. 2An extension of time may be granted
for a period not to exceed seven days upon a showing of good
cause. A copy of the report shall be sent to the respondent’s
attorney who may contest the need for an extension of time if
one is requested. If the request is contested, the court shall
make an inquiry as it deems appropriate and may either order
the respondent released from the facility or grant an extension
of time for further evaluation. If the administrator fails to
report to the court within fifteen days after the individual

is admitted to the facility, and no extension of time has been
requested, the administrator is guilty of contempt and shall be
punished under chapter 665. The court shall order a rehearing
on the application to determine whether the respondent should
continue to be held at the facility.

Sec. 3. Section 229.6, subsection 1, Code 2025, is amended
to read as follows:

l. a. Proceedings for the involuntary hospitalization of
an individual pursuant to this chapter or for the involuntary
commitment or treatment of a person with a substance use
disorder to a facility pursuant to chapter 125 may be commenced
by any interested person by filing a verified application with
the clerk of the a district court.

b. 1If the verified application was filed with a district

court where the respondent is not located and does not reside,
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the court shall transfer jurisdiction of the case to the

district court of the county where the respondent is presently

located, or which is the respondent’s place of residence.
¢. The clerk, or the clerk’s designee, shall assist +he an

applicant in completing the verified application.

Sec. 4. Section 229.13, subsection 6, Code 2025, is amended
by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:

6. A hospital or facility’'s chief medical officer shall
inform the sheriff or a law enforcement agency if, after
placement of a respondent in or under the care of a hospital or
other suitable facility for inpatient treatment, the respondent
departs from the hospital or facility without authorization or
fails to appear for treatment as ordered. The law enforcement
agency shall exercise all due diligence to take the respondent
into custody for placement in the appropriate hospital or
facility.

Sec. 5. Section 229.13, Code 2025, is amended by adding the
following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 8. A sheriff or peace officer shall have
the authority to take a respondent into custody in any county

in which the respondent is found for placement in a hospital or
facility in accordance with an order entered pursuant to this
section,

Sec. 6. Section 229.14B, Code 2025, is amended to read as
follows:

229.14B Escape from custody.

A person who is placed in a hospital or other suitable
facility for evaluation under section 229.13 or who is required
to remain hospitalized for treatment under section 229.14
shall remain at that hospital or facility unless discharged or
otherwise permitted to leave by the court or the chief medical
officer of the hospital or facility. If a person placed at a
hospital or facility or required to remain at a hospital or
facility leaves the facility without permission or without
having been discharged, the chief medical officer may notify

the a sheriff or law enforcement agency of the person’s absence

and the sheriff or law enforcement agency shall take the person
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into custody and return the person promptly to the hospital or
facility.

Sec. 7. SUPREME COURT — COURT RULES. The supreme court
shall adopt rules to implement this Act.
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PAT GRASSL AMY SINC
Speaker of the House President of the Senate

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and

is known as House File 573, Ninety-first General Assembly.
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MEGL}N NELSON

Approved Mﬂ lq » 2025
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Governor




