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Senate File 535

AN ACT

RELATING TO THE WATER RESOURCES COORDINATING COTTNCIL, INCTJUDING

BY TRANSFERRING ASSOCIATED POWERS AND DUTIES FROI¡I THE OEFICE

OF THE GOVERNOR TO THE DEPARTI,IENT OE AGRICULTURE AND LAND

STEWARDSEIP.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEI,TBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

Section 1. Section 4668.3, subsection I' Code 2011, is
amended to read as follows:

I. Council. estaþlished. A water resources coordinating
council is established within the
departnent of agriculture and land stewardship.

Sec. 2. Section 4668.3, subsection 4r paraÇraph c, Code

2011, is amended by striking the paragraph.
Sec. 3. Section 4668.3, subsection 4, paragraph 1,

unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 201I, is amended to read as

follows:
The gete+aor secretary, who shall be the chairperson, or

the gove+ao;å secretary's designee. As the chairperson'
and in order to further the coordination efforts of the
council, the g€{reËñûr secretary may invite representatives
from any other public agencyr private organization, business,
citizen groupr or nonprofit entity to give public input at
council meetings, provided the entity has an interest in the
coordinated management of land resources, sOiI conservation'
flood mitigation, or water quality. The geveff€.r secretary
shaII also invite and solicit advice from the following:

Sec. 4. Section 4668.3t subsection 5' paragraph a, Code

2011, is amended to read as follows:
a. The council shall be convened by the eÉ+åee+f+åe

g€'lrerf,€r* secretary of agriculture at least quarterly.
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Sec. 5. Section 4658.3, subsection 6, paragraph c, Code

2011, is amended to read as follows:
c. The council shall develop recommendations for policies

and funding promoting a watershed management approach to
reduce the adverse impact of future flooding on this state's
residents, businesses, communities, and soil and water quality.

+æe9= The council shall consider policies and funding
options for various strategies to reduce the impact of
flooding including but not limited to additional floodplain
regulation; wetland protection, restoration, and construction;
the promulgation and implementation of statewide storm water
management standards; conservation easements and other land
management; perennial ground cover and other agricultural
conservation practices; pervious pavement, bioswales, and

other urban conservation practices; and permanent or temporary
water retention structures. In developing recommendations,
the council shall consult with hydrological and land use
experts, representatives of cities, counties, drainage and

levee districts, agricultural interests, and soil and water
conservation districts, and other urban and regional planning
experts.

Sec. 6. Section 4668.5, Code 2011, is amended to read as

follows:
4668.5 Regional watershed assessment, planning, and

pr ioritization.
1. Regrional watershed assessment program. The department of

natural resources shall create a regional watershed assessment
program. The program shall assess aIl the regional watersheds
in the state.

a. The statewide assessment shall be conducted at the rate
of approximately one-fifth of the watersheds per year, and an

initial futl assessment shall be completed within five years.
Thereafter, the department of natural resources sha1l review
and update the assessments on a regular basis.

b. Each regional watershed assessment shall provide a

summary of the overall condition of the watershed. The

information provided in the summary may include land use
patterns, soil types, slopes, management practices, stream
conditions, and both point and nonpoint source impairments.

c, rn conducting a regional watershed assessment, the
department of natural resources may provide opportunities for
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Ioca1 data collection and input into the assessment process.
2. Planning and prioritization, In conducting the regional

watershed assessment program, the department of natural
resources shal1 provide hydrological and geological information
sufficient for the water resources coordinating council to
prioritize watersheds statewide and for the various communities
in those watersheds to plan remedial efforts in their loca1
communities and subwatersheds.

3. Report to council., Upon completion of the statewide
assessment, and upon updating the assessments, the department
of natural resources shaIl report the results of the assessment
to the council and the general assembly, and shall make the
report publicly available.

Sec. 7. Section 4668.6, subsection I, Code 2011, is amended

to read as follows:
1. FaciLitation of community-based subwatershed pJans. After

the depa*emen#:s department of natural resources' completion
of the initial regional watershed assessment, and after the
council's prioritization of the regional watersheds, the
council shalI designate one or more of the agencies represented
on the council to facilitate the development and implementation
of Iocal, conmunity-based subwatershed improvement plans.

Sec. 8. Section 4668.'l , Code 20LI, is amended to read as

follows:
4668 .7 Conmunity-based subvratershed monitoring.
1. llonitorinq assistanee. After completion of the

statewide regional watershed assessment and prioritization,
and throughout the implementation of local community-based
subwatershed improvement plans' the department of natural
resources shalI assist communities with the monitoring and

measurement of local subwatersheds. The monitoring and

measurement shalI be designed for the particular needs of
individual communities.

2. Data col.Lection and use. Local communities in which
the department of natural resources conducts subwatershed
monitoring sha1l use the information to support subwatershed
planning activities, do Iocal data collection, and identify
priority areas needing additional resources. Local communities
shalI also collect data over time and use the data to evaluate
the impacts of their management efforts.

Sec. 9. Section 4668.8, Code 2011, is amended to read as

follows:
4668.8 gfastewater and storm water infrastructure assessment.
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The department of natural resources shall assess and
prioritize communities within a watershed presenting the
greatest level of risk to water quality and the health of
residents. This prioritization sha11 include both sewered and
unsewered communities.

Sec. I0. Section 4668.9, Code 20LL, is amended to read as
follows:

4668.9 RulemakÍng authority.
The department of natural resources and the department

of agriculture and land stewardship shall have the power and
authority reasonably necessary to carry out the duties imposed
by this chapter. As to the department of natural resources,
this includes rulemaking authority to carry out the regional
watershed assessment program described in section 4668.5. As

to the department of agriculture and land stewardship, this
includes rulemaking authority to assist in the implementation
of community-based subwatershed improvement plans.

r_s
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known as Senate
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