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HOUSE FILE 2620

AN ACT

RELATING TO THE CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS AND VOTER REGISTRATION,

MAKING PENALTIES APPLICABLE, AND INCLUDING EFFECTIVE DATE,

APPLICABILITY DATE, AND TRANSITION PROVISIONS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

DIVISION I

ELECTION OF SCHOOL CORPORATION BOARDS OF DIRECTORS

Section 1. Section 39.24, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:

39.24 SCHOOL OFFICERS.

Members of boards of directors of community and independent

school districts, and boards of directors of merged areas

shall be elected at the school election. Their terms of

office shall be thifee four years, except as otherwise provided

by section 260C.11 eg. 260C,13, 275.23A, 275.37. or 275.37A.

Sec. 2. Section 260C.11, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code

2007f is amended to read as follows:

The governing board of a merged area is a board of

directors composed of one member elected from each director

district in the area by the electors of the respective

district. Members of the board shall be residents of the

district from which elected. Successors shall be chosen at

the annaai regular school elections for members whose terms

expire. The term of a member of the board of directors is

three four years and commences at the organization meeting.

Vacancies on the board shall be filled at the next regular

meeting of the board by appointment by the remaining members

of the board. A member so chosen shall be a resident of the

district in which the vacancy occurred and shall serve until a

member is elected pursuant to section 69.12 to fill the

vacancy for the balance of the unexpired term. A vacancy is

defined in section 277.29. A member shall not serve on the
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board of directors who is a member of a board of directors of

a local school district or a member of an area education

agency board.

Sec. 3. Section 260C.12, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code

2007, is amended to read as follows:

The board of directors of the merged area shall organize at

the first regular meeting in October of-eaeh-year following

the regular school election. Organization of the board shall

be effected by the election of a president and other officers

from the board membership as board members determine. The

board of directors shall appoint a secretary and a treasurer

who shall each give bond as prescribed in section 291.2 and

who shall each receive the salary determined by the board.

The secretary and treasurer shall perform duties under chapter

291 and additional duties the board of directors deems

necessary. However, the board may appoint one person to serve

as the secretary and treasurer. If one person serves as the

secretary and treasurer, only one bond is necessary for that

person. The frequency of meetings other than organizational

meetings shall be as determined by the board of directors but

the president or a majority of the members may call a special

meeting at any time.

Sec. 4. Section 260C.13, subsection 1, Code 2007, is

amended to read as follows:

1. The board of a merged area may change the number of

directors on the board and shall make corresponding changes in

the boundaries of director districts. Changes shall be

completed not later than June 1 foif-the-reguiar-sehool

eieetion-to-be-heid-the-Rext-€oii©wing-Septembef of the year

of the regular school election. As soon as possible after

adoption of the boundary changes, notice of changes in the

director district boundaries shall be submitted by the merged

area to the county commissioner of elections in all counties

included in whole or in part in the merged area.

Sec. 5. Section 260C.15, subsection 1, Code 2007, is

amended to read as follows:

1. Regular elections held annualiy by the merged area for

the election of members of the board of directors as required

by section 260C.11, for the renewal of the twenty and

one-fourth cents per thousand dollars of assessed valuation

levy authorized in section 260C.22, or for any other matter

authorized by law and designated for election by the board of
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directors of the merged area, shall be held on the date of the

school election as fixed by section 277.1. The election

notice shall be made a part of the local school election

notice published as provided in section 49.53 in each local

school district where voting is to occur in the merged area

election and the election shall be conducted by the county

commissioner of elections pursuant to chapters 39 to through

53 and section 277.20.

Sec. 6. Section 260C.22, subsection 1, paragraph a. Code

2007, is amended to read as follows:

a. In addition to the tax authorized under section

2600.17, the voters in any a merged area may at the annual

regular school election vote a tax not exceeding twenty and

one-fourth cents per thousand dollars of assessed value in any

one year for a period not to exceed ten years for the purchase

of grounds, construction of buildings, payment of debts

contracted for the construction of buildings, purchase of

buildings and equipment for buildings, and the acquisition of

libraries, for the purpose of paying costs of utilities, and

for the purpose of maintaining, remodeling, improving, or

expanding the community college of the merged area. If the

tax levy is approved under this section, the costs of

utilities shall be paid from the proceeds of the levy. The

tax shall be collected by the county treasurers and remitted

to the treasurer of the merged area as provided in section

331.552, subsection 29. The proceeds of the tax shall be

deposited in a separate and distinct fund to be known as the

voted tax fund, to be paid out upon warrants drawn by the

president and secretary of the board of directors of the

merged area district for the payment of costs incurred in

providing the school facilities for which the tax was voted.

Sec. 7. Section 273.8, subsections 1 and 7, Code 2007, are

amended to read as follows:

1. BOARD OF DIRECTORS. The board of directors of an area

education agency shall consist of not less than five nor more

than nine members, each a resident of and elected in the

manner provided in this section from a director district that

is approximately equal in population to the other director

districts in the area education agency. Each director shall

serve a fchifee-yea:? four-year term which commences at the

organization meeting.
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7. BOUNDARY LINE CHANGES. To the extent possible the

board shall provide that changes in the boundary lines of

director districts of area education agencies shall not

lengthen or diminish the term of office of a director of an

area education agency board. Initial terms of office shall be

set by the board so that as nearly as possible the terms of

one-fchird one-half of the members expire annaaiiy biennially.

Sec. 8. Section 273.8, subsection 2, paragraphs a and b.

Code 2007, are amended to read as follows:

a. Notice of the election shall be published by the area

education agency administrator not later than July 15 of the

odd-numbered year in at least one newspaper of general

circulation in the director district. The cost of publication

shall be paid by the area education agency.

b. A candidate for election to the area education agency

board shall file a statement of candidacy with the area

education agency secretary not later than August 15 of the

odd-numbered year, on forms prescribed by the department of

education. The statement of candidacy shall include the

candidate's name, address, and school district. The list of

candidates shall be sent by the secretary of the area

education agency in ballot form by certified mail to the

presidents of the boards of directors of all school districts

within the director district not later than September 1. In

order for the ballot to be counted, the ballot must be

received in the secretary's office by the end of the normal

business day on September 30 or be clearly postmarked by an

officially authorized postal service not later than September

29 and received by the secretary not later than noon on the

first Monday following September 30.

Sec. 9. Section 273.8, subsection 4, unnumbered paragraph

1, Code 2007, is amended to read as follows:

The board of directors of each area education agency shall

meet and organize at the first regular meeting in October ©f

eaeh-yeat following the regular school election at a suitable

place designated by the president. Directors whose terms

commence at the organization meeting shall qualify by taking

the oath of office required by section 277.28 at or before the

organization meeting.

Sec. 10. Section 274.7, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:
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274.7 DIRECTORS.

The affairs of each school corporation shall be conducted

by a board of directors, the members of which in all community

or independent school districts shall be chosen for a term of

three four years.

Sec. 11. Section 275.1, subsections 2 and 5, Code 2007,

are amended to read as follows:

2. "Initial board" means the board of a newly reorganized

district that is selected pursuant to section 275.25 or 275.41

and functions until the organizational meeting following the

fourth third regular school election held after the effective

date of the reorganization.

5. "Regular board" means the board of a reorganized

district that begins to function at the organizational meeting

following the fourth third regular school election held after

the effective date of the school reorganization, and is

comprised of members who were elected to the current terms or

were appointed to replace members who were elected.

Sec. 12. Section 275.12, subsection 2, Code 2007, is

amended to read as follows:

2. The petition filed under subsection 1 shall also state

the name of the proposed school district and the number of

directors which may be either five or seven and the method of

election of the school directors of the proposed district.

The method of election of the directors shall be one of the

following optional plans:

a. Election at large from the entire district by the

electors of the entire district.

b. Division of the entire school district into designated

geographical single director or multi-director subdistricts on

the basis of population for each director, to be known as

director districts, each of which direefer-disfriets shall be

represented on the school board by one or more directors who

shall be residents of the director district but who shall be

elected by the vote of the electors of the entire school

district. The boundaries of the director districts and the

area and population included within each district shall be

such as justice, equity, and the interests of the people may

require. Changes in the boundaries of director districts

shall not be made during a period commencing sixty days prior

to the date of the annuai regular school election, insofar As

far as may-be practicable, the boundaries of the districts
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shall follow established political or natural geographical

divisions.

c. Election of not more than one-half of the total number

of school directors at large from the entire district and the

remaining directors from and as residents of designated

single-member or multimember director districts into which the

entire school district shall be divided on the basis of

population for each director. In such case, all directors

shall be elected by the electors of the entire school

district. Changes in the boundaries of director districts

shall not be made during a period commencing sixty days prior

to the date of the anntiai regular school election.

d. Division of the entire school district into designated

geographical single director or multi-director subdistricts on

the basis of population for each director, to be known as

director districts, each of which d±i?eetor-disfcriets shall be

represented on the school board by one or more directors who

shall be residents of the director district and who shall be

elected by the voters of the director district. Place of

voting in the director districts shall be designated by the

commissioner of elections. Changes in the boundaries of

director districts shall not be made during a period

commencing sixty days prior to the date of the anntiai regular

school election.

e. In districts having seven directors, election of three

directors at large by the electors of the entire district, one

no more than two at each annual regular school election, and

election of the remaining directors as residents of and by the

electors of individual geographic subdistricts established on

the basis of population and identified as director districts^

no more than two at each regular school election. Boundaries

of the subdistricts shall follow precinct boundaries, insofar

as far as practicable, and shall not be changed less than

sixty days prior to the annual regular school election.

Sec. 13. Section 275.25, subsection 3, Code 2007, is

amended to read as follows:

3. The directors who are elected and qualify to serve

shall serve until their successors are elected and qualify.

At the special election, the three newly elected director

directors receiving the most votes shall be elected to serve

until the-direetor-'-s-sueeessor-quaiifies their successors

qualify after the fourth third regular school election date
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occurring after the effective date of the reorganizationr and

the two newly elected directors receiving the next largest

number of votes shall be elected to serve until the directors*

successors qualify after the third second regular school

election date occurring after the effective date of the

reorganizationr-and-the-two-newiy-eieeted-direeters-reeeiving

the-next-iargest-namber-o€-votes-shaii-be-e±eeted--t©-serve

antii-the-direetors-'—sueeessers-quaiify-atter-the-seeend

regu±ar-seh©©i-eieetion-date-oeearring-atter-the-efteetive

date-©t-the-re©rgani2ati©n. However, in districts that

include all or a part of a city of fifteen thousand or more

population and in districts in which the proposition to

establish a new corporation provides for the election of seven

directors, the three-new±y-eieeted-direet©rs-reeeiving-fche

ffl©sfe-v©fces-sha±±-be-e±eeted-t©-serve-antii-the-direet©rs-'-

saeeess©rs-qaa±ify-a€ter-the-f©Hrth-reguiar-seh©©i-e±eefei©n

date-©eeurring-after-the-effeetive-dafce-©£--the-re©rgani2ati©n

apDlv to the four newlv elected directors receiving the most

votes and then to the three newlv elected directors receiving

the next largest number of votes.

Sec. 14. Section 275.37, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows;

275.37 INCREASE IN NUMBER OF DIRECTORS.

At the next succeeding annaai regular school election in a

district where the number of directors has been increased from

five to seven, and directors are elected at large, there shall

be elected a director to succeed each incumbent director whose

term is expiring in that year, and two additional directors.

Upon organizing as required by section 279.1, either one or

two of the newly elected diteetoif directors who received the

fewest votes in the election shall be assigned a term of

eifcheif-©ne-yea2-©2 two years if ̂  necessary in order that as

nearly as possible ©ne—third one-half of the members of the

board shall be elected eaeh-year biennially. If some or all

directors are elected from director districts, the board shall

assign terms appropriate for the method of election used by

the district.

Sec. 15. Section 275.37A, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:

275.37A DECREASE IN NUMBER OF DIRECTORS.
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1. A change from seven to five directors shall be effected

in a district at the first regular school election after

authorization by the voters in the following manner:

a. If at the first election in the district there are

three four terms expiring, one-direetor three directors shall

be elected. At the second election in that district, if two

three terms are expiring, two directors shall be elected. At

the-third-eieetion-in-that-distriet7-if-there-are-two-terms

expi:ring--two-d±reetors-sha±±-be-eieetedT

b. If at the first election there are two three terms

expiring, no two directors shall be elected. At the second

election in that district, if two four terms are expiring, two

three directors shall be elected. At-the-third-e±eetion-in

that-distrietT-it-there-are-three-terms-expiringr-three

direetors-shaii-be-eieetedr-two-tor-three-years-and-one-for

one-yearT—5he-newiy-eieeted-direetor-who-reeetved-the-tewest

votes-±n-the-e±eetion-sha±±-be-assigned-a-term-o§-one-yearT

ct—i€-at-the-first-eieetion-there-are-two-terffls-exp±r±ng-

no-direetors-sha±±-be-e±eeted-—At-the-seeond-eieet±©n-in-that

distriet--±€-three-terms-are-expiring7-three-drreetors-shaii

be-eieeted7-two-§or-three-years-and-one-for-two-yearsT—The

newiy-eieeted-direetor-who-reeeived-the-€ewest-votes-±n-the

eieetion-shaii-be-assigned-a-term-of-two-yearsT—At-the-third

eieet±on-±n-that-d±striet7-i€-there-are-two-terms-expiring7

two-direetors-shaii-be-eieetedT

2. If some or all of the directors are elected from

director districts, the board shall devise a plan to reduce

the number of members so that as nearly as possible one-third

one-half of the members of the board shall be elected each

year bienniallv and so that each district will be continuously

represented.

Sec. 16. Section 275,38, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:

275.38 IMPLEMENTING CHANGED METHOD OF ELECTION.

If change in the method of election of school directors is

approved at a regular or special school election, the

directors who were serving unexpired terms or were elected

concurrently with approval of the change of method shall serve

out the terms for which they were elected. If the plan

adopted is that described in section 275.12, subsection 2,

paragraph "b7^-^e7^-^d7^-oif-"e7^ "b", "c", "d", or "e", the

board shall at the earliest practicable time designate the
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districts from which residents are to be elected as school

directors at each of the next th?ee two succeeding annuai

regular school elections, arranging so far as possible for

elections of directors as residents of the respective

districts to coincide with the expiration of terms of

incumbent members residing in those districts. If an increase

in the size of the board from five to seven members is

approved concurrently with the change in method of election of

directors, the board shall make the necessary adjustment in

the manner prescribed in section 275.37, as well as providing

for implementation of the districting plan under this section.

Sec. 17. Section 275.41, subsection 3, Code 2007, is

amended to read as follows:

3. Prior to the effective date of the reorganization, the

initial board shall approve a plan that commences at the

second first regular school election held after the effective

date of the merger and is completed at the foaifth third

regular school election held after the effective date of the

merger, to replace the initial board with the regular board.

If the petition specifies a number of directors on the regular

board to be different from the number of directors on the

initial board, the plan shall provide that the number

specified in the petition for the regular board is in place by

the time the regular board is formed. The plan shall provide

that as nearly as possible ene-thi^d one-half of the members

of the board shall be elected each-year biennially> and if a

special election was held to elect a member to create an odd

number of members on the board, the term of that member shall

end at the organizational meeting following the fourth third

regular school election held after the effective date.

Sec. 18. Section 277.1, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:

277.1 REGULAR ELECTION.

The regular election shall be held annuaiiy biennially on

the second Tuesday in September of each odd-numbered year in

each school district for the election of officers of the

district and merged area and for the purpose of submitting to

the voters any matter authorized by law.

Sec. 19. Section 277.25, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:

277.25 DIRECTORS IN NEW DISTRICTS.
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At the first election in newly organized districts the

directors shall be elected as follows:

1. In districts having three directors, one-direefcor two

directors shall be elected for one-yeaify-one-for two years,

and one for three four years.

2. In districts having five directors, two three shall be

elected for ©ne-yearj-two-tor two years, and one two for three

four years.

3. In districts having seven directors, two four shall be

elected for one-yeary-two-for two years, and three for three

four years.

Sec. 20. Section 278.2, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 2007,

is amended to read as follows:

Petitions filed under this section shall be filed with the

secretary of the school board at least seventy-five days

before the date of the annual regular school election, if the

question is to be included on the ballot at that election.

The petition shall include the signatures of the petitioners,

a statement of their place of residence, and the date on which

they signed the petition.

Sec. 21, EFFECTIVE DATE, APPLICABILITY, AND TRANSITION,

This division of this Act, being deemed of immediate

importance, takes effect upon enactment, for purposes of the

transition from election of directors of community and

independent school districts, merged areas, and area education

agencies annually for terms of three years each to the

staggered election of such directors biennially for terms of

four years each. This Act shall be applied so that the first

election at which directors, due to the expiration of

predecessor director terms, shall be elected to serve regular

four-year terms is the regular school election held in

September 2009 or the director district conventions held in

September 2009.

The board of directors of each affected school district and

each merged area and area education agency shall review the

expiration dates of the terms of office of its directors and

shall adopt by resolution a plan for shortening or lengthening

terms of members for the annual school election or director

district convention held in September 2007 and September 2008

so that all members whose terms expire at the regular school

election or director district convention held in September

2009 will be elected to four-year terms with the remaining
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members of the board having their terms expire at the regular

school election or director district convention held in

September 2011, The board shall submit a copy of the

resolution adopting its plan to the office of the state

commissioner of elections no later than August 1, 2008, In

developing the plan, the board of directors shall take into

consideration the terms for which the members were elected and

the number of votes the members received in relation to the

number of votes other candidates received at the applicable

election or director district convention,

DIVISION II

VOTING CENTERS FOR CERTAIN ELECTIONS

Sec, 22. Section 49.9, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:

49.9 PROPER PLACE OF VOTING.

N© Except as provided in section 49,11> subsection lA, a

person shall not vote in any precinct but that of the person's

residence,

Sec, 23, Section 49.11, Code 2007, is amended by adding

the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. lA. a. Establish voting centers for the

regular city election, city primary election, city runoff

election, regular school election, and special elections. Any

registered voter who is eligible to vote in the regular city

election may vote at any voting center in the city. Any

registered voter who is eligible to vote at the regular school

election may vote at any voting center in the school district.

Any registered voter who is eligible to vote in a special

election may vote at any voting center established for that

special election. For purposes of section 48A.7A, a voting

center shall be considered the polling place for the precinct

in which a person resides,

b. The county commissioner of elections shall designate

the location of each voting center to be used in the election,

c. A voting center designated under this subsection is

subject to the requirements of section 49.21 relating to

accessibility to persons who are elderly and persons with

disabilities and relating to the posting of signs. The

location of each voting center shall be published by the

county commissioner of elections in the same manner as the

location of polling places is required to be published.
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d. Pursuant to section 39A.2, subsection 1, paragraph "b",

subparagraph (3), a person commits the crime of election

misconduct in the first degree if the person knowingly votes

or attempts to vote at more than one voting center for the

same election.

DIVISION III

DATES OF SPECIAL ELECTIONS

Sec. 24. Section 39.2, Code 2007, is amended by adding the

following new subsection;

NEW SUBSECTION. 4. Unless otherwise provided by law,

special elections on public measures are limited to the

following dates:

a. For a county, on the day of the general election, on

the day of the regular city election, on the date of a special

election held to fill a vacancy in the same county, or on the

first Tuesday in March, the first Tuesday in May, or the first

Tuesday in August of each year.

b. For a city, on the day of the general election, on the

day of the regular city election, on the date of a special

election held to fill a vacancy in the same city, or on the

first Tuesday in March, the first Tuesday in May, or the first

Tuesday in August of each year.

c. For a school district or merged area, in the

odd-numbered year, the first Tuesday in February, the first

Tuesday in April, the last Tuesday in June, or the second

Tuesday in September. For a school district or merged area,

in the even-numbered year, the first Tuesday in February, the

first Tuesday in April, the second Tuesday in September, or

the first Tuesday in December.

Sec. 25. Section 47.6, subsection 1, unnumbered paragraph

1, Code 2007, is amended to read as follows:

The governing body of any a political subdivision which has

authorized a special election to which section 39.2

subsections Ir 2, and 3> are applicable shall by written

notice inform the commissioner who will be responsible for

conducting the election of the proposed date of the special

election. If a public measure will appear on the ballot at

the special election the governing body shall submit the

complete text of the public measure to the commissioner with

the notice of the proposed date of the special election.

Sec. 26. Section 47.6, Code 2007, is amended by adding the

following new subsection:
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NEW SUBSECTION. 3. a. A city council or a county board

of supervisors that has authorized a public measure to be

submitted to the voters at a special election held pursuant to

section 39.2, subsection 4, shall file the full text of the

public measure with the commissioner no later than five p.m.

on the forty-sixth day before the election.

b. If there are vacancies in county offices to be filled

at the special election, candidates shall file their

nomination papers with the commissioner not later than five

p.m. on the forty-sixth day before the election.

c. If there are vacancies in city offices to be filled at

the special election, candidates shall file their nomination

papers with the city clerk not later than five p.m. on the

forty-seventh day before the election. The city clerk shall

deliver the nomination papers to the commissioner not later

than five p.m. on the forty-sixth day before the election.

Candidates for city offices in cities in which a primary

election may be necessary shall file their nomination papers

with the city clerk not later than five p.m. on the

fifty-fourth day before the election. The city clerk shall

deliver the nomination papers to the commissioner not later

than five p.m. on the fifty-third day before the election.

Sec. 27. Section 69.12, subsection 1, paragraph a. Code

2007, is amended to read as follows;

a. A vacancy shall be filled at the next pending election

if it occurs:

(1) Seventy-four or more days before the election, if it

is a general election.

(2) Fifty-two or more days before the election, if it is a

regularly scheduled or special city election. However, for

those cities which may be required to hold a primary election,

the vacancy shall be filled at the next pending election if it

occurs seventy-three or more days before a regularly scheduled

citv election or fiftv-nine or more days before a special city

election.

(3) Forty-five or more days before the election, if it is

a regularly scheduled school election.

(4) Potty Sixty or more days before the election, if it is

a special election.

Sec. 28. Section 69.12, subsection 1, paragraph b,

subparagraph (2), Code 2007, is amended to read as follows:
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(2) The candidate filing deadline specified in section

376.4 for a-regalarly-sehedaied the regular city election or

the filing deadline specified in section 372,13, subsection 2,

for a special city election.

Sec. 29. Section 75.1, unnumbered paragraph 3, Code 2007,

is amended to read as follows:

When a proposition to authorize an issuance of bonds has

been submitted to the electors under this section and the

proposal fails to gain approval by the required percentage of

votes, such proposal, or any proposal which incorporates any

portion of the defeated proposal, shall not be submitted to

the electors for a period of six months from the date of such

regular or special election and may only be submitted on a

date specified in section 39.2, subsection 4, paragraph "a",

"b", or "c", as applicable.

Sec. 30. Section 99F.7, subsection 11, paragraphs a and c.

Code Supplement 2007, are amended to read as follows:

a. A license to conduct gambling games on an excursion

gambling boat in a county shall be issued only if the county

electorate approves the conduct of the gambling games as

provided in this subsection. The board of supervisors, upon

receipt of a valid petition meeting the requirements of

section 331.306, shall direct the commissioner of elections to

submit to the registered voters of the county a proposition to

approve or disapprove the conduct of gambling games on an

excursion gambling boat in the county. The proposition shall

be submitted at-a-general-eleetion-er at a-spee±a± ̂  election

ea±±ed-§or-thafc--purpese held on a date specified in section

39.2, subsection 4, paragraph "a". To be submitted at a

general election, the petition must be received by the board

of supervisors at least five working days before the last day

for candidates for county offices to file nomination papers

for the general election pursuant to section 44.4, If a

majority of the county voters voting on the proposition favor

the conduct of gambling games, the commission may issue one or

more licenses as provided in this chapter. If a majority of

the county voters voting on the proposition do not favor the

conduct of gambling games, a license to conduct gambling games

in the county shall not be issued.

c. If a licensee of a pari-mutuel racetrack who held a

valid license issued under chapter 99D as of January 1, 1994,

requests a license to operate gambling games as provided in
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this chapter, the board of supervisors of a county in which

the licensee of a pari-mutuel racetrack requests a license to

operate gambling games shall submit to the county electorate a

proposition to approve or disapprove the operation of gambling

games at pari-mutuel racetracks at a-speeiai ̂  election at

the-eariiest-praetieabie-time held on a date specified in

section 39.2, subsection 4, paragraph "a". If the operation

of gambling games at the pari-mutuel racetrack is not approved

by a majority of the county electorate voting on the

proposition at the election, the commission shall not issue a

license to operate gambling games at the racetrack.

Sec. 31. Section 145A.7, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:

145A.7 SPECIAL ELECTION.

When a protesting petition is received, the officials

receiving the petition shall call a special election of all

registered voters of that political subdivision for-the

purpose upon the question of approving or rejecting the order

setting out the proposed merger plan. The election shall be

held on a date specified in section 39.2, subsection 4,

paragraph "a" or "b". as applicable. The vote will be taken

by ballot in the form provided by sections 49.43 to 49.47, and

the election shall be initiated and held as provided in

chapter 49. A majority vote of those registered voters voting

at said the special election shall be sufficient to approve

the order and thus include the political subdivision within

the merged area.

Sec. 32. Section 257.18, subsection 1, Code 2007, is

amended to read as follows:

1. An instructional support program that provides

additional funding for school districts is established. A

board of directors that wishes to consider participating in

the instructional support program shall hold a public hearing

on the question of participation. The board shall set forth

its proposal, including the method that will be used to fund

the program, in a resolution and shall publish the notice of

the time and place of a public hearing on the resolution.

Notice of the time and place of the public hearing shall be

published not less than ten nor more than twenty days before

the public hearing in a newspaper which is a newspaper of

general circulation in the school district. At the hearing,

or no later than thirty days after the date of the hearing.
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the board shall take action to adopt a resolution to

participate in the instructional support program for a period

not exceeding five years or to direct the county coininissioner

of elections to submit the question of participation in the

program for a period not exceeding ten years to the registered

voters of the school district at the-next-feguiaf-seheoi

eieet±on-off-at-a-spee±a± ̂  election held on a date specified

in section 39,2, subsection 4, paragraph "c". If the board

submits the question at an election and a majority of those

voting on the question favors participation in the program,

the board shall adopt a resolution to participate and certify

the results of the election to the department of management.

Sec. 33. Section 257.18, subsection 2, unnumbered

paragraph 1, Code 2007, is amended to read as follows;

If the board does not provide for an election and adopts a

resolution to participate in the instructional support

program, the district shall participate in the instructional

support program unless within twenty-eight days following the

action of the board, the secretary of the board receives a

petition containing the required number of signatures, asking

that an-e±eetion-be-eaiied the question to approve or

disapprove the action of the board in adopting the

instructional support program be submitted to the voters of

the school district. The petition must be signed by eligible

electors equal in number to not less than one hundred or

thirty percent of the number of voters at the last preceding

regular school election, whichever is greater. The board

shall either rescind its action or direct the county

commissioner of elections to submit the question to the

registered voters of the school district at the-next-€©i±©w±ng

reg«iar-seh©©i-eieet±©n-©if-a-speeiai ̂  election held on a

date specified in section 39.2, subsection 4, paragraph "c".

If a majority of those voting on the question at the election

favors disapproval of the action of the board, the district

shall not participate in the instructional support program.

If a majority of those voting on the question favors approval

of the action, the board shall certify the results of the

election to the department of management and the district

shall participate in the program.

Sec. 34. Section 257.29, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code

2007, is amended to read as follows:
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An educational improvement program is established to

provide additional funding for school districts in which the

regular program district cost per pupil for a budget year is

one hundred ten percent of the regular program state cost per

pupil for the budget year and which have approved the use of

the instructional support program established in section

257.18. A board of directors that wishes to consider

participating in the educational improvement program shall

hold a hearing on the question of participation and the

maximum percent of the regular program district cost of the

district that will be used. The hearing shall be held in the

manner provided in section 257.18 for the instructional

support program. Following the hearing, the board may direct

the county commissioner of elections to submit the question to

the registered voters of the school district at the-next

foiiewing-reguiaff-sehooi-eieetion-eif-a-speetai an election

held n©fc-iafceif-fehan-fehe-£©iiowing-Pebifttaify-± on a date

specified in section 39.2, subsection 4, paragraph "c". If a

majority of those voting on the question favors participation

in the program, the board shall adopt a resolution to

participate and shall certify the results of the election to

the department of management and the district shall

participate in the program. If a majority of those voting on

the question does not favor participation, the district shall

not participate in the program.

Sec. 35. Section 257.29, unnumbered paragraph 5, Code

2007, is amended to read as follows:

Once approved at an election, the authority of the board to

use the educational improvement program shall continue until

the board votes to rescind the educational improvement program

or the voters of the school district by majority vote order

the discontinuance of the program. The board shall eaii

submit at an election t©-v©fce-©n held on a date specified in

section 39.2, subsection 4, paragraph "c", the proposition

whether to discontinue the program upon the receipt of a

petition signed by not less than one hundred eligible electors

or thirty percent of the number of electors voting at the last

preceding school election, whichever is greater.

Sec. 36. Section 260C.28, subsection 3, Code 2007, is

amended to read as follows:

3. If the board of directors wishes to certify for a levy

under subsection 2, the board shall direct the county
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commissioner of elections to eai±-an-eieeti©n-to submit the

question of such authorization for the board at a-rega±aif-or

special ̂  election held on a date specified in section 39.2,

subsection 4, paragraph "c". If a majority of those voting on

the question at the election favors authorization of the board

to make such a levy, the board may certify for a levy as

provided under subsection 2 during each of the ten years

following the election. If a majority of those voting on the

question at the election does not favor authorization of the

board to make a levy under subsection 2, the board shaii-not

may submit the question to the voters again until-three

handred-fifty-ftve-days-have-eiapsed-fr©m-the at an election

held on a date specified in section 39.2, subsection 4,

paragraph "c".

Sec. 37. Section 260C.39, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code

2007, is amended to read as follows:

Any merged area may combine with any adjacent merged area

after a favorable vote by the electors of each of the areas

involved. If the boards of directors of two or more merged

areas agree to a combination, the question shall be submitted

to the electors of each area at a-speeiai ̂  election fc©-be

held on a date specified in section 39.2, subsection 4,

paragraph "c" and held on the same day in each area. The

speeiai-eieeti©n-sha±i-n©t-be-heid-within-thirty-days-©f-any

generai-eieetiortT Prior to the special election, the board of

each merged area shall notify the county commissioner of

elections of the county in which the greatest proportion of

the merged area's taxable base is located who shall publish

notice of the election according to section 49.53. The two

respective county commissioners of elections shall conduct the

election pursuant to the provisions of chapters 39 to 53. The

votes cast in the election shall be canvassed by the county

board of supervisors and the county e©mmissi©neirs commissioner

of elections wh©-e©nd«efeed-the-eieeti©n of each county in the

merged areas shall certify the results to the board of

directors of each merged area.

Sec. 38. Section 275.18, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code

2007, is amended to read as follows:

When the boundaries of the territory to be included in a

proposed school corporation and the number and method of the

election of the school directors of the proposed school

corporation have been determined as provided in this chapter.
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the area education agency administrator with whom the petition

is filed shall give written notice of the pi?oposed-date-of-the

election to the county commissioner of elections of the county

in the proposed school corporation which has the greatest

taxable base. The preposed-dafce-shaii-be-as-s©©n-as-pessibie

pui?saant-t©-seeti©n-99T27-sHbseetions-i-and-2r-and-seebi©n

4?T67-subseetions-±-and-27-btit-not-iateif-than-Novembeir-9e-©€

question shall be submitted to the voters at an election held

on a date specified in section 39.2, subsection 4, paragraph

"c" in the calendar year prior to the calendar year in which

the reorganization will take effect.

Sec. 39. Section 275.23A, subsection 2, Code 2007, is

amended to read as follows:

2. Following each federal decennial census the school

board shall determine whether the existing director district

boundaries meet the standards in subsection 1 according to the

most recent federal decennial census. In addition to the

authority granted to voters to change the number of directors

or method of election as provided in sections 275.35, 275.36,

and 278.1, the board of directors of a school district may,

following a federal decennial census, by resolution and in

accordance with this section, authorize a change in the method

of election as set forth in section 275.12, subsection 2, or a

change to either five or seven directors after the board

conducts a hearing on the resolution. If the board proposes

to change the number of directors from seven to five

directors, the resolution shall include a plan for reducing

the number of directors. If the board proposes to increase

the number of directors to seven directors, two directors

shall be added according to the procedure described in section

277.23, subsection 2. If necessary, the board of directors

shall redraw the director district boundaries. The director

district boundaries shall be described in the resolution

adopted by the school board. The resolution shall be adopted

no earlier than November 15 of the year immediately following

the year in which the federal decennial census is taken nor

later than May 15 of the second year immediately following the

year in which the federal decennial census is taken. A copy

of the plan shall be filed with the area education agency

administrator of the area education agency in which the

school's electors reside. If the board does not provide for

an election as provided in sections 275.35, 275.36, and 278.1
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and adopts a resolution to change the number of directors or

method of election in accordance with this subsection, the

district shall change the number of directors or method of

election as provided unless, within twenty-eight days

following the action of the board, the secretary of the board

receives a petition containing the required number of

signatures, asking that an election be called to approve or

disapprove the action of the board in adopting the resolution.

The petition must be signed by eligible electors equal in

number to not less than one hundred or thirty percent of the

number of voters at the last preceding regular school

election, whichever is greater. The board shall either

rescind its action or direct the county commissioner of

elections to submit the question to the registered voters of

the school district at the-next-§oi±owing-regti±aif-seh©©±

eieeti©n-©r-a-speeia± ̂  election held on a date specified in

section 39.2, subsection 4, paragraph "c". If a majority of

those voting on the question at the election favors

disapproval of the action of the board, the district shall not

change the number of directors or method of election. If a

majority of those voting on the question does not favor

disapproval of the action, the board shall certify the results

of the election to the department of management and the

district shall change the number of directors or method of

election as provided in this subsection. At the expiration of

the twenty-eight-day period, if no petition is filed, the

board shall certify its action to the department of management

and the district shall change the number of directors or

method of election as provided in this subsection.

Sec. 40. Section 275.24, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:

275.24 EFFECTIVE DATE OF CHANGE.

When a school district is enlarged, reorganized, or changes

its boundary pursuant to sections 275.12 to 275.22, the change

shall take effect on July 1 following the date of the

reorganization election held pursuant to section 275.18 if-the

eieeti©n-was-he±d-by-the-pi?i©r-N©vembeif-36. ethet w±se-the

ehange-shaii-take-ef€eet-©n-J«iy-i-©ne-year-iateifT

Sec. 41. Section 275.35, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code

2007, is amended to read as follows:

Any-exisfcing-©if-hereafter-effeated-or-eniaifged A school

district may change the number of directors to either five or
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seven and may also change its method of election of school

directors to any method authorized by section 275.12 by

submission of a proposal, stating the proposed new method of

election, by the school board of such district to the electors

at any-iregti±ar-©if-speeta±-sehoo± ̂  election held on a date

specified in section 39.2, subsection 4, paragraph "c". The

school board shall notify the county commissioner of elections

who shall publish notice of the election in the manner

provided in section 49.53. The election shall be conducted

pursuant to chapters 39 to through 53 by the county

commissioner of elections. Such proposal shall be adopted if

it is approved by a majority of the votes cast on the

proposition.

Sec. 42. Section 275.36, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code

2007, is amended to read as follows:

If a petition for a change in the number of directors or in

the method of election of school directors is filed with the

school board of a school district pursuant to the requirements

of section 278.2, the school board shall submit such

proposition to the voters at the-reguiar-sehoei ̂  election or

a-speeiai-e±eetion-he±d-not-±afcer-than-Pebraary-i held on a

date specified in section 39.2, subsection 4> paragraph "c".

The petition shall be accompanied by an affidavit as required

by section 275.13. If a proposition for a change in the

number of directors or in the method of election of school

directors submitted to the voters under this section is

rejected, it shall not be resubmitted to the voters of the

district in substantially the same form within the next three

years; if it is approved, no other proposal may be submitted

to the voters of the district under this section within the

next six years.

Sec. 43. Section 275.38, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:

275.38 IMPLEMENTING CHANGED METHOD OF ELECTION.

If change in the method of election of school directors is

approved at a-reguiar-or-speeiai-sehoei ̂  election, the

directors who were serving unexpired terms or were elected

concurrently with approval of the change of method shall serve

out the terms for which they were elected. If the plan

adopted is that described in section 275.12, subsection 2,

paragraph "b", "c", "d", or "e", the

board shall at the earliest practicable time designate the
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districts from which residents are to be elected as school

directors at each of the next three succeeding annual school

elections, arranging so far as possible for elections of

directors as residents of the respective districts to coincide

with the expiration of terms of incumbent members residing in

those districts. If an increase in the size of the board from

five to seven members is approved concurrently with the change

in method of election of directors, the board shall make the

necessary adjustment in the manner prescribed in section

275.37, as well as providing for implementation of the

districting plan under this section.

Sec. 44. Section 275.55, unnumbered paragraphs 1 and 2,

Code 2007, are amended to read as follows:

The After the final hearing on the dissolution proposal#

the board of the school district shall eaii-a-spee±ai-e±eefci©n

to-be-heid-net-iafceff-than-foffty-days-foiiowing-the-dafce-ef-fche

ftna±-heaifing-©n-fche-d±ss©iufct©n-pifoposai submit the

proposition to the voters at an election held on a date

specified in section 39.2, subsection 4, paragraph "c". The

speetai-eieeti©n-may-be-heid-at-the-same-time-as-the-ifegu±aif

seh©©i-eieet±©nT The proposition submitted to the voters

residing in the school district at-fche-speetai-eieeti©n shall

describe each separate area to be attached to a contiguous

school district and shall name the school district to which it

will be attached. In addition to the description, a map may

be included in the summary of the question on the ballot.

The board shall give written notice of the proposed date of

the election to the county commissioner of elections. The

pif©p©sed-date-shaii-be-pui?s«ant-t©-seet3:©n-39T27-sabseefci:©Rs-±

and-2-and-seetion-47T6T-SHbseetions-i-and-2T The county

commissioner of elections shall give notice of the election by

one publication in the same newspaper in which the previous

notice was published about the hearing, which publication

shall not be less than four nor more than twenty days prior to

the election.

Sec. 45. Section 277.2, Code 2007, is amended by striking

the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following:

277.2 ELECTIONS ON PUBLIC MEASURES.

Unless otherwise stated, the date of an election on a

public measure authorized to be held by a school district is

limited to the dates specified in section 39.2, subsection 4,

paragraph "c".
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Sec. 46, Section 278.1, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 2007,

is amended to read as follows:

The board may, with approval of sixty percent of the

votersT voting in a-ifegaiaif-oif-speeiai ̂  election in the

school district, make extended time contracts not to exceed

twenty years in duration for rental of buildings to supplement

existing schoolhouse facilities; and where it is deemed

advisable for buildings to be constructed or placed on real

estate owned by the school district, these contracts may

include lease-purchase option agreements, the amounts to be

paid out of the physical plant and equipment levy fund. The

election shall be held on a date specified in section 39.2,

subsection 4, paragraph "c".

Sec, 47, Section 279.39, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:

279,39 SCHOOL BUILDINGS.

The board of any school corporation shall establish

attendance centers and provide suitable buildings for each

school in the district and may at the regular or a special

meeting eaii-a-speeiai-eieetton resolve to submit to the

registered voters of the district at an election held on a

date specified in section 39.2, subsection 4, paragraph "c"»

the question of voting a tax or authorizing the board to issue

bonds, or both.

Sec, 48, Section 297.11, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows;

297.11 USE FORBIDDEN.

If at-any-t±me the voters of such district at a regular

election forbid such use of any such schoolhouse or grounds,

the board shall not theifeafter permit such use until the said

action of such voters shaii-have-been Is rescinded by the

voters at a-reguiar ̂  electionj-eif-afe-a-speeiai-eieetien

eai±ed-f©if-fehat-parp©se held on a date specified in section

39.2f subsection 4, paragraph "c".

Sec. 49. Section 298,9, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:

298.9 SPECIAL LEVIES,

If the voter-approved physical plant and equipment levy,

consisting solely of a physical plant and equipment property

tax levy, is v©ted-at-a-speeia± approved by the voters at the

regular school election and certified to the board of

supervisors after the regular levy is made, the board shall at
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its next regular meeting levy the tax and cause it to be

entered upon the tax list to be collected as other school

taxes. If the certification is filed prior to May 1, the

annual levy shall begin with the tax levy of the year of

filing. If the certification is filed after May 1 in a year,

the levy shall begin with the levy of the fiscal year

succeeding the year of the filing of the certification.

Sec, 50, Section 298,18, unnumbered paragraphs 4 and 6,

Code 2007, are amended to read as follows;

The amount estimated and certified to apply on principal

and interest for any one year may exceed two dollars and

seventy cents per thousand dollars of assessed value by the

amount approved by the voters of the school corporation, but

not exceeding four dollars and five cents per thousand of the

assessed value of the taxable property within any school

corporation, provided that the registered voters of such

school corporation have first approved such increased amount

at a-spee±a±-eieetion7-whieh-fflay-be-he±d-at-the-same-time-as

the-reguiar-sehooi ̂  election held on a date specified in

section 39,2, subsection 4, paragraph "c". The proposition

submitted to the voters at such speeiai election shall be in

substantially the following form:

Notice of the election shall be given by the county

commissioner of elections according to section 49,53, The

eieetion-shaii-be-heid-on-a-dafce-net-iess-fchan-four-nor-ffiore

than-twenby-days-after-the-±ast-pab±±eatien-of-the-nofcieeT—At

sueh-eieetioR-the-bai±ob-«sed-for-the-submiss±©n-©f-said

ptop©siti©n-shaii-be-in-sttbstanbiaiiy-bhe-€©rm-f©r-subfflibbing

speeiai-qttesti©ns-at-generai-eieebi©nsT The county

commissioner of elections shall conduct the election pursuant

to the provisions of chapters 39 to through 53 and certify the

results to the board of directors. Saeh The proposition shall

not be deemed carried or adopted unless the vote in favor of

such proposition is equal to at least sixty percent of the

total vote cast for and against said the proposition at said

the election. Whenever such a proposition has been approved

by the voters of a school corporation as hereinbefore

provided, no further approval of the voters of such school

corporation shall be required as a result of any subsequent

change in the boundaries of such school corporation.

Sec, 51, Section 298.ISA, subsection 2, Code 2007, is

amended to read as follows:
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2. The adjustment shall not result in a total amount

levied in excess of the two dollar and seventy cent per

thousand dollars of assessed valuation limit provided in

section 298.18. An adjustment in excess of the two dollar and

seventy cent per thousand dollars of assessed valuation limit

shall be subject to the special election provisions for

increases of up to four dollars and five cents per thousand

dollars of assessed valuation provisions of section 298.18.

Sec. 52. Section 298.21, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code

2007, is amended to read as follows:

The board of directors of any school corporation when

authorized by the voters at the-rega±ar ̂  election ©r-at-a

speeia±-e±eeti©n-eaiied-for-that-parp®se held on a date

specified in section 39.2, subsection 4, paragraph "c", may

issue the negotiable, interest-bearing school bonds of said

the corporation for borrowing money for any or all of the

following purposes:

Sec. 53. Section 300.2, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 2007,

is amended to read as follows:

The board of directors of a school district may, and upon

receipt of a petition signed by eligible electors equal in

number to at least twenty-five percent of the number of voters

at the last preceding school election, shall, direct the

county commissioner of elections to submit to the registered

voters of the school district the question of whether to levy

a tax of not to exceed thirteen and one-half cents per

thousand dollars of assessed valuation for public educational

and recreational activities authorized under this chapter.

afc-the-fc±me-©f-§iiing-the-petiti©n7-ifc-ts-more-fchan-three

months-ttnt±i-the-next-ifegiiiar-sehooi-e±eetionT-tbe-b©ard-o§

direetors-9ha±i-s«bmifc-fche-q«estion-at-a-speeia±-eieetion

within-sixfcy-daysT—efcherwisey-the The question shall be

submitted at the-nexfc-reg«iar-seh©©i ̂  election held on a

date specified in section 39.2, subsection 4> paragraph "c".

Sec. 54. Section 330.17, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code

2007, is amended to read as follows:

The council of any city or county which owns or acquires an

airport may, and upon the council's receipt of a valid

petition as provided in section 362.4, or receipt of a

petition by the board of supervisors as provided in section

331.306 shall, at-a-reguiar-eity-eleefcion-or-a-generai

eieefci©n-±€-one-is-t©-be-heid-with±n-9evenfcy-€ottr-days-€rom
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the-€i±±ng-©^-fche-petifcion7~oif-otheifwise at a-speeiai an

election ea±ied-for-that-purpose held on a date specified in

section 39.2, subsection 4, paragraph "a" or "b", as

applicable, submit to the voters the question as to whether

the management and control of the airport shall be placed in

an airport commission. If a majority of the voters favors

placing the management and control of the airport in an

airport commission, the commission shall be established as

provided in this chapter.

Sec, 55. NEW SECTION. 331.309 ELECTIONS ON PUBLIC

MEASURES.

Unless otherwise stated, the dates of elections on public

measures authorized in this chapter are limited to those

specified for counties in section 39.2.

Sec. 56. Section 346.27, subsection 10, unnumbered

paragraph 1, Code 2007, is amended to read as follows:

After the incorporation of an authority, and before the

sale of any issue of revenue bonds, except refunding bonds,

the authority shall eaii-an-e±eetion-to-deeide submit to the

voters the question of whether the authority shall issue and

sell revenue bonds. The ballot shall state the amount of the

bonds and the purposes for which the authority is

incorporated. All registered voters of the county shall be

entitled to vote on the question. The question may be

submitted at a-geneifa±-e±eeti©n-or-at-a-speeia± ̂  election

held on a date specified in section 39.2, subsection 4,

paragraph "a" or "b", as applicable. An affirmative vote of a

majority of the votes cast on the question is required to

authorize the issuance and sale of revenue bonds.

Sec. 57. Section 347.13, subsection 12, unnumbered

paragraph 1, Code 2007, is amended to read as follows:

Submit to the voters at any-ifegtt±ar-©r-speeia± ̂  election

held on a date specified in section 39.2, subsection 4,

paragraph "a", a proposition to sell or lease any sites and

buildings, excepting those described in subsection 11 hereof,

and upon such proposition being carried by a majority of the

total number of votes cast at such election, may proceed to

sell such property at either public or private sale, and apply

the proceeds only for:

Sec. 58. Section 347.14, subsection 15, unnumbered

paragraph 1, Code 2007, is amended to read as follows:
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Submit to the voters at a-reg«±at-©if-speeiai ̂  election

held on a date specified in section 39.2, subsection 4>

paragraph "a", a proposition to sell or lease a county public

hospital for use as a private hospital or as a merged area

hospital under chapter 145A or to sell or lease a county

hospital in conjunction with the establishment of a merged

area hospital. The authorization of the board of hospital

trustees submitting the proposition may, but is not required

to, contain conditions which provide for maintaining hospital

care within the county, for the retention of county public

hospital employees and staff, and for the continuation of the

board of trustees for the purpose of carrying out provisions

of contracts. The property listed in section 347.13,

subsection 11, may be included in the proposition, but the

proceeds from the property shall be used for the purposes

listed in section 347.13, subsection 12, or for the purpose of

providing health care for residents of the county. Proceeds

from the sale or lease of the county hospital or other assets

of the board of trustees shall not be used for the prepayment

of health care services for residents of the county with the

purchaser or lessee of the county hospital or to underwrite

the sale or lease of the county hospital. The proposition

submitted to the voters of the county shall not be set forth

at length, but it shall be in substantially the following

form:

Sec. 59. Section 347.23, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code

2007, is amended to read as follows:

Any hospital organized and existing as a city hospital may

become a county hospital organized and managed as provided for

in this chapter, upon a proposition for such purpose being

submitted to and approved by a majority of the electors of

both the city in which such hospital is located and of the

county under whose management it is proposed that such

hospital be placed7-at-any-geRera±-©if-speeiai-eieeti©n-eaiied

foif-saeh-paifp©se. The proposition shall be placed upon the

ballot by the board of supervisors when requested by a

petition signed by eligible electors of the county equal in

number to five percent of the votes cast for president of the

United States or governor, as the case may be, at the last

general election. The proposition may shall be submitted at

fche-ne*t-geneifai-eieett©n-©ff-afe-a-speeia± ̂  election called

f©r-that-puifp©se held on a date specified in section 39.2,
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subsection 4, paragraph "a". Upon the approval of the

proposition the hospital, its assets and liabilities, will

become the property of the county and this chapter will govern

its future management. The question shall be submitted in

substantially the following form: "Shall the municipal

hospital of Iowa, be transferred to and become the

property of, and be managed by the county of Iowa?"

Sec. 60. Section 347.23A, subsection 1, Code 2007, is

amended to read as follows:

1. A hospital established as a memorial hospital under

chapter 37 or a county hospital supported by revenue bonds and

organized under chapter 347A may become, in accordance with

the provisions of this section, a county hospital organized

and managed as provided for in this chapter. If the hospital

is established by a city as a memorial hospital, the city must

be located in the county which will own and manage the

hospital. A proposition for the change must be submitted to

and approved by a majority of the electors of the county which

will own and manage the hospital as provided for in this

chapter. In addition, if the hospital is a memorial hospital

organized by a city under chapter 37, the proposition must

also be approved by a majority of the electors of that city.

The proposition may shall be submitted to the electors at any

geneifai-or-speeiai ̂  election called by the county board of

supervisors for-this-pairpose and held on a date specified in

section 39.2, subsection 4, paragraph "a".

Sec. 61. NEW SECTION. 362.11 ELECTIONS ON PUBLIC

MEASURES.

Unless otherwise stated, the dates of elections on public

measures authorized in the city code are limited to those

specified for cities in section 39.2.

Sec. 62. Section 368.19, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code

2007, is amended to read as follows:

The committee shall approve or disapprove the petition or

plan as amended, within ninety days of the final hearing, and

shall file its decision for record and promptly notify the

parties to the proceeding of its decision. If a petition or

plan is approved, the board shall set-a-ddte-nofc-±ess-fchan

thiifty-days-ner-moife-than-niBety-days-afteif-appifovai-for-a

speeiai submit the proposal at an election ©n-the-preposai

held on a date specified in section 39.2, subsection 4,

paragraph "a" or "b", whichever is applicable^ and the county
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commissioner of elections shall conduct the election. In a

case of incorporation or discontinuance, registered voters of

the territory or city may vote, and the proposal is authorized

if a majority of those voting approves it. In a case of

annexation or severance, registered voters of the territory

and of the city may vote, and the proposal is authorized if a

majority of the total number of persons voting approves it.

In a case of consolidation, registered voters of each city to

be consolidated may vote, and the proposal is authorized only

if it receives a favorable majority vote in each city. The

county commissioner of elections shall publish notice of the

election as provided in section 49.53 and shall conduct the

election in the same manner as other special city elections.

Sec. 63. Section 372.2, subsection 2, unnumbered paragraph

1, Code 2007, is amended to read as follows:

Within fifteen days after receiving a valid petition, the

council shall publish notice of the date that a special city

election will be held to determine whether the city shall

change to a different form of government. The election date

shall be not-m©re-than-sixty-days-a§ter-the-pttbiieafei©n as

specified in section 39.2, subsection 4, paragraph "b". If

the next election date specified in that paragraph is more

than sixtv davs after the publication, the council shall

publish another notice fifteen days before the election. The

notice shall include a statement that the filing of a petition

for appointment of a home rule charter commission will delay

the election until after the home rule charter commission has

filed a proposed charter. Petition requirements and filing

deadlines shall also be included in the notice.

Sec. 64. Section 372.3, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:

372.3 HOME RULE CHARTER.

If a petition for appointment of a home rule charter

commission is filed with the city clerk not more than ten days

after the council has published the first notice announcing

the date of the special election on adoption of another form

of government, the special election shall not be held until

the charter proposed by the home rule charter commission is

filed. Both forms must be published as provided in section

372.9 and submitted to the voters at the special election.

Sec. 65. Section 372.9, subsection 3, Code 2007, is

amended to read as follows:
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3. The proposed home rule charter must be submitted at a

special city election on a date se±eefced-by-fche-may©r-and

eoaneii specified in section 39.2, subsection 4, paragraph

"b"r and in accordance with section 47.6. However, the date

of the election last publication must be not less than thirty

nor more than sixty days affcei? before the iasfc-p«b±ieati©n-©f

the-pr©p©sed-h©me-rtt±e-ehai?fcer election.

Sec. 66. Section 372.13, subsection 11, unnumbered

paragraph 1, Code Supplement 2007, is amended to read as

follows:

Council members shall be elected according to the council

representation plans under sections 372.4 and 372,5. However,

the council representation plan may be changed, by petition

and election, to one of those described in this subsection.

Upon receipt of a valid petition, as defined in section 362.4,

requesting a change to a council representation plan, the

council shall submit the question at a special city election

t©-be-heid-wifehtn-sixty-days. If a majority of the persons

voting at the special election approves the changed plan, it

becomes effective at the beginning of the term following the

next regular city election. If a majority does not approve

the changed plan, the council shall not submit another

proposal to change a plan to the voters within the next two

years.

Sec. 67. Section 376.2, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 2007,

is amended to read as follows:

Except as otherwise provided by state law or the city

charter, terms for elective offices are two years. However,

the term of an elective office may be changed to two or four

years by petition and election. Upon receipt of a valid

petition as defined in section 362.4, requesting that the term

of an elective office be changed, the council shall submit the

question at a special city election t©-be-heid-within-sixty

days-af tef-the-petiti©n-is-ireeeived. The-speeiai-eieebi©n

sha±i-be-heid-m©ife-than-ninety-days-bef ©ife-the-reg«±aif-eity

eieeti©n-if-the-ehange-sha±i"-g©-inb©-e€f eet-at-the-next

ireguiaif-eity-e4ecti©nT If a majority of the persons voting at

the special election approves the changed term, it becomes

effective at the beginning of the term following the next

regular city election. If a majority does not approve the

changed term, the council shall not submit the same proposal

to the voters within the next four years.



Sec. 68. Section 423B.1, subsection 5, Code Supplement

2007f is amended to read as follows:

5. The county commissioner of elections shall submit the

question of imposition of a local option tax at a-stafce

generai-e±eefcion-oif-afc-a-speetai ̂  election held at-any-time

efchet-than-fche-feime-of-a-eity-ifeguiaif-e±eefeion on a date

specified in section 39.2, subsection 4, paragraph "a". The

election shall not be held sooner than sixty days after

publication of notice of the ballot proposition. The ballot

proposition shall specify the type and rate of tax and in the

case of a vehicle tax the classes that will be exempt and in

the case of a local sales and services tax the date it will be

imposed which date shall not be earlier than ninety days

following the election. The ballot proposition shall also

specify the approximate amount of local option tax revenues

that will be used for property tax relief and shall contain a

statement as to the specific purpose or purposes for which the

revenues shall otherwise be expended. If the county board of

supervisors decides under subsection 6 to specify a date on

which the local option sales and services tax shall

automatically be repealed, the date of the repeal shall also

be specified on the ballot. The rate of the vehicle tax shall

be in increments of one dollar per vehicle as set by the

petition seeking to impose the tax. The rate of a local sales

and services tax shall not be more than one percent as set by

the governing body. The state commissioner of elections shall

establish by rule the form for the ballot proposition which

form shall be uniform throughout the state.

Sec. 69. Section 423E.2, subsection 2, paragraph a. Code

Supplement 2007, is amended to read as follows:

a. Upon receipt by a county board of supervisors of a

petition requesting imposition of a local sales and services

tax for infrastructure purposes, signed by eligible electors

of the whole county equal in number to five percent of the

persons in the whole county who voted at the last preceding

state general election, the board shall within thirty days

direct the county commissioner of elections to submit the

question of imposition of the tax to the registered voters of

the whole county at an election held on a date specified in

section 39.2. subsection 4, paragraph "a".

Sec. 70. Section 423E.2, subsection 3, Code Supplement

2007, is amended to read as follows:
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3. The county commissioner of elections shall submit the

question of imposition of a local sales and services tax for

school infrastructure purposes at a-sfcate-generai-eieetien-er

at-a-spee±ai ̂  election held at-any-time-ether-than-fehe-time

of-a-e±ty-reg«iar-e±eeti©n on a date specified in section

39.2, subsection 4, paragraph "a". The election shall not be

held sooner than sixty days after publication of notice of the

ballot proposition. The ballot proposition shall specify the

rate of tax, the date the tax will be imposed and repealed,

and shall contain a statement as to the specific purpose or

purposes for which the revenues shall be expended. The

content of the ballot proposition shall be substantially

similar to the petition of the board of supervisors or motions

of a school district or school districts requesting the

election as provided in subsection 2, as applicable, including

the rate of tax, imposition and repeal date dates, and the

specific purpose or purposes for which the revenues will be

expended. The dates for the imposition and repeal of the tax

shall be as provided in subsection 1. The rate of tax shall

not be more than one percent. The state commissioner of

elections shall establish by rule the form for the ballot

proposition which form shall be uniform throughout the state.

Sec. 71. APPLICABILITY DATE. This division of this Act

applies to elections held on or after January 1, 2009.

DIVISION IV

VOTER REGISTRATION

Sec. 72. NEW SECTION. 44.18 AFFILIATION ON VOTER

REGISTRATION FORM.

1. A nonparty political organization that nominated a

candidate whose name appeared on the general election ballot

for a federal office, for governor, or for any other statewide

elective office in any of the preceding ten years may request

registration of voters showing their affiliation with the

nonparty political organization pursuant to this section.

2. The organization shall file the following documents

with the state registrar of voters on or before December 1 of

an even-numbered year:

a. A petition in the form prescribed by the registrar and

signed by no fewer than eight hundred fifty eligible electors

residing in at least five counties in the state. The petition

shall include the official name of the organization; the

organization's name as the organization requests it to appear
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on the voter registration form if different from the

organization's official name; and the name, address, and

telephone number of the contact person for the organization.

Each person who signs the petition shall include the person's

signature, printed name, residence address with house number,

street name, city, and county, and the date the person signed

the petition.

b. A copy of the nonparty political organization's

articles of incorporation, bylaws, constitution, or other

document relating to establishment of the organization. Such

copy shall be certified as a true copy of the original by the

custodian of the original document.

c. An application form prescribed by the state registrar

of voters. The form shall include all of the following:

(1) The official name of the nonparty political

organization.

(2) The name, address, and telephone number of the contact

person for the organization who is responsible for the

application.

(3) The signature of the chief executive officer of the

organization approving the application.

(4) The organization's name as the organization requests

it to appear on the voter registration form if different from

the organization's official name.

3. The nonparty political organization's name and its name

as listed on the voter registration form shall conform to the

requirements of section 43.121. The registrar shall not

invalidate the application solely because the registrar finds

the official name of the organization or the name to be

included on the voter registration form to be unacceptable.

If the registrar finds the name to be unacceptable, the

registrar shall contact the organization and provide

assistance in identifying an appropriate official name for the

organization and for identifying the organization on the voter

registration form. A determination by the registrar that the

official name or voter registration form name requested is

acceptable for use within the voter registration system is

final.

4. The registrar and the voter registration commission may

require biennial filings to update contact information.

5. Beginning in January 2011, and each odd-numbered year

thereafter, the registrar and the voter registration
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commission may review the number of voters registered as

affiliated with a nonparty political organization. If the

number of registrants, including both active and inactive

voters, is fewer than 150, the commission shall declare the

organization to be dormant for purposes of voter registration

and may revise the voter registration form and instructions

and electronic voter registration system to remove the

organization from the list of nonparty political organizations

with which a voter may register as affiliated. However, a

change shall not be made to the record of political

affiliation of individual registrants unless the registrant

requests the change.

6. If a political party, as defined in section 43.2, fails

to receive a sufficient number of votes in a general election

to retain status as a political party and the former political

party organizes as a nonparty political organization, the

organization may request registration of voters showing their

affiliation with the organization. A change shall not be made

to the record of political party affiliation of individual

registrants unless the registrant requests the change.

Sec. 73. Section 48A.7A, subsection 1, paragraph b,

subparagraph (2), unnumbered paragraph 1, Code Supplement

2007, is amended to read as follows:

If the photographic identification presented does not

contain the person's current address in the precinct, the

person shall also present one of the following documents that

shows the person's name and current address in the precinct:

Sec. 74. Section 48A.7A, subsection 3, Code Supplement

2007, is amended to read as follows:

3. At any time before election day, and after the deadline

for registration in section 48A.9> a person who appears in

person at the commissioner's office or at a satellite absentee

voting station after-fche-deadline-foi^-registratien-in-seetien

48At97 or whose ballot is delivered to a health care facility

pursuant to section 53.22 may register to vote and vote an

absentee ballot by following the procedure in this section for

registering to vote on election day. A person who wishes to

vote in person at the polling place on election day and who

has not registered to vote before the deadline for registering

in section 48A.9, is required to register to vote at the

polling place on election day following the procedure in this

section. However, the person may complete the voter



House File 2620t p. 35

registration application at the conunissioner's office and,

after the commissioner has reviewed the completed application,

may present the application to the appropriate precinct

election official along with proof of identity and residency.

Sec. 75. Section 48A.7A, subsection 4, paragraph b. Code

Supplement 2007, is amended to read as follows;

b. The form of the written oath required of a person

attesting to the identity and residency of the registrant

shall read as follows:

I, (name of registered voter), do solemnly swear or

affirm all of the following:

I am a preregistered voter in this precinct or I registered

to vote in this precinct today, and a registered voter did not

sign an oath on my behalf. I have not signed an oath

attesting to the identity and residence of any other person in

this election.

I am a resident of the ... precinct, ... ward or township,

city of county of Iowa.

I reside at (street address) in (city or

township).

I personally know (name of registrant), and I

personally know that (name of registrant) is a resident

of the ... precinct, ward or township, city of

county of Iowa.

I understand that any false statement in this oath is a

class "D" felony punishable by no more than five years in

confinement and a fine of at least seven hundred fifty dollars

but not more than seven thousand five hundred dollars.

Signature of Registered Voter

Subscribed and sworn before me on (date)

Signature of Precinct Election Official

Sec. 76. Section 48A.11, subsection 1, paragraph i. Code

Supplement 2007, is amended to read as follows:

i. Political party regisferafcien affiliation as defined in

section 43.2 or nonparty political organization affiliation if

approved for inclusion on the form pursuant to section 44.18.

Sec. 77. Section 48A.11, subsection 1, paragraph k. Code

Supplement 2007, is amended by striking the paragraph.

Sec. 78. Section 48A.12, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code

2007, is amended to read as follows:
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The mail voter registration form prescribed by the federal

election assistance commission shall be accepted for voter

registration in Iowa if all required information is provided,

if it is signed by the registrant, and if the form is timely

received.

Sec. 79. Section 48A.26, subsection 4, Code 2007, is

amended to read as follows:

4. If the registrant applied by mail to register to vote

and did not answer either "yes" or "no" to the question in

section 48A.11, subsection 3, paragraph "a", the application

shall be processedy-but-the-ifegisfcrafcion-shaii-be-designated

as-vaiid-eniy-for-eieefcions-that-de-not-iReiude-eandidates-fer

€edeifa±-ef f iees-on-the-ba±iet. The-aebnow4edgmenfc-shaii

advise-fche-appi±eant-fchafc-the-status-o§-fche-ifegisfcifation-is

ioeai-and-the-reas©n-f©r-fche-reg±sfei?attoR-being-asstgned-i©ea4

stafcttST—The-e©ffimissi:©Rer-shai4-enei©se-a-new-ifegisbrafca:©R-by

ma±i-f©pm-f©r-fche-applieanfc-t©-«seT—ff-fche-©ifig4nai

appia:eafct©n-is-reeeived-duriRg-the-twe4ve-days-bef©ife-fche

ei©se-©€-reg±sfcrafci©n-€©if-an-e4eet±©R-thafe-ineiudes-eaRdidafces

f©r-federai-©f fiees-©n-fche-bai4©t7-fche-e©mmissi©Reif-sha4i

pr©vide-fche-registifanfe-wifch-an-©pp©ttanifey-fc©-e©mpiete-the

f©ffm~bef©re-fche-e4©se-©f-ifegisbifat±©RT If the application is

complete and proper in all other respects and information on

the application is verified, as required bv section 48A.25A,

the applicant shall be registered to vote and sent an

acknowledgment.

Sec. 80. Section 48A.27, subsection 2, paragraph b. Code

2007, is amended to read as follows:

b. If a registered voter submits a change of name,

telephone number, or address ±s-sabmifeted under this

subsection, the commissioner shall not change the political

party or nonparty political organization affiliation in the

eieefc©if-*-s registered voter' s prior registration other than

that indicated by the eieet©if registered voter.

Sec. 81. Section 48A.37, subsection 2, Code Supplement

2007, is amended to read as follows:

2. Electronic records shall include a status code

designating whether the records are active, inactive, 4©eal7

©ir pending, or canceled. Inactive records are records of

registered voters to whom notices have been sent pursuant to

section 48A.28, subsection 3, and who have not returned the

card or otherwise responded to the notice, and those records
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have been designated inactive pursuant to section 48A.29.

Inactive records are also records of registered voters to whom

notices have been sent pursuant to section 48A.26A and who

have not responded to the notice, boeai-reeords-aife-ifeeerds

©f-appiieants-whe-did-nefc-answeif-eitheif— "no^-to-the

qaesti©n-i:n-seet±oR-48ATii7-sttbseeti©n-37-paifagifaph—*^a"T

Pending records are records of applicants whose applications

have not been verified pursuant to section 48A.25A. Canceled

records are records that have been canceled pursuant to

section 48A.30. All other records are active records. An

inactive record shall be made active when the registered voter

votes at an election, registers again, or reports a change of

name, address, telephone number, or political party or

organization affiliation. A pending record shall be made

active upon verification. A-i©eai-5fee©rd-sha±±-be-va±id-€©i?

aRy-eieeti©n-f©if-whieh-n©-eandidafces-f©r-f ederai-offiee-appeaif

©n-the-ba±i©fcT—A-i?egisbifant-with-oniy-a-l©ea±-i?eeoifd-sha±±

n©t-vote-in-a-fedeifai~eieeti©n-unless-the-regtstifant-sabm±fes-a

new-voter-ffegistifat±©R-app±±eati©n-be€©ffe-e±eetion-day

tndieabing-that-tbe-appi±eant-is-a-e±bieen-©f-bhe-Hn±ted

StatesT

Sec. 82. Section 49.74, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:

49.74 RESiSTEREB VOTERS ENTITLED TO VOTE AFTER CLOSING

TIME.

Every registered voter who is on the premises of the

voter's precinct polling place at the time the polling place

is to be closed for any election shall be permitted to vote in

that election. Wherever possible, when there are persons on

the premises of a polling place awaiting an opportunity to

claim their vote at the time the polling place is to be

closed, the election board shall cause those persons to move

inside the structure in which the polling place is located and

shall then shut the doors of the structure and shall not admit

any additional persons to the polling place for the purpose of

voting. If it is not feasible to cause persons on the

premises of a polling place awaiting an opportunity to claim

their vote at the time the polling place is to be closed to

move inside the structure in which the polling place is

located, the election board shall cause those persons to be

designated in some reasonable manner and shall not receive

votes after that time from any persons except those vegisbeved
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voters so designated.

DIVISION V

CHALLENGES AND PROVISIONAL VOTING

Sec. 83. Section 39A,3, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code

2007, is amended by adding the following new subparagraph:

NEW SUBPARAGRAPH. (4) Files a challenge containing false

information under section 48A.14 or 49.79.

Sec. 84. Section 39A.5, subsection 1, paragraph b,

subparagraph (3), Code Supplement 2007, is amended by striking

the subparagraph.

Sec. 85. Section 48A,14, subsections 3 and 4, Code 2007,

are amended to read as follows:

3. A challenge shall contain a statement signed by the

challenger in substantially the following form: "I am a

registered voter in (name of countv) County, Iowa. I swear or

affirm that information contained on this challenge is true.

I understand that knowingly filing a challenge containing

false information is an aggravated misdemeanor."

4. A challenge may be filed at any time. A challenge

filed less than seventy days before a regularly scheduled

election shall not be processed until after the pending

election unless the challenge is filed within twenty days of

the commissioner's receipt of the challenged registrant's

registration form or notice of change to an existing

registration. A challenge filed against a person registering

to vote pursuant to section 48A.7A is considered a challenge

to a person offering to vote and must be filed under section

49.79.

Sec. 86. Section 49.79, subsection 2, paragraph c. Code

Supplement 2007, is amended to read as follows:

c. The challenged person is not a resident at the address

where the person is registered. However, a person who is

reporting a change of address at the polls on election day

pursuant to section 48A.27, subsection 2, paragraph "a",

subparagraph (3), or who is registering to vote pursuant to

section 48A.7A. shall not be challenged for this reason.

Sec. 87. Section 49.79, Code Supplement 2007, is amended

by adding the following new subsections:

NEW SUBSECTION. 3. a. The state commissioner of

elections shall prescribe a form to be used for challenging a

prospective voter at the polls. The form shall include a

space for the challenger to provide the challenger's printed
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name, signature, address, and telephone number. The form

shall also contain the following statement signed by the

challenger; "I am a registered voter in (name of county)

County, Iowa. I swear or affirm that information contained in

this challenge is true. I understand that knowingly filing a

challenge containing false information is an aggravated

misdemeanor."

b. The special precinct board shall reject a challenge

that lacks the name, address, telephone number, and signature

of the challenger,

NEW SUBSECTION, 4. A separate written challenge shall be

made against each prospective voter challenged.

NEW SUBSECTION, 5. A challenger may withdraw a challenge

at the polling place on election day or at any time before the

meeting of the special precinct counting board by notifying

the commissioner in writing of the withdrawal.

Sec. 88. Section 49.81, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:

49.81 PROCEDURE FOR eHABbSNSEB VOTER TO CAST PROVISIONAL

BALLOT.

1. A prospective voter who is prohibited under section

48A.8, subsection 4, section 49.77, subsection 4, or section

49.80 from voting except under this section shall be notified

by the appropriate precinct election official that the voter

may cast a provisional ballot. If a booth meeting the

requirement of section 49.25 is not available at that polling

place, the precinct election officials shall make alternative

arrangements to insure the challenged voter the opportunity to

vote in secret. The maeked-ballotT-foided voter shall mark

the ballot, fold it or insert it in a secrecy envelope as

required by section 49.84, shall-be-dellvered-to-a-pifeeinet

eleetien-o€€ieial-wh©-shall and immediately seal it in an

envelope of the type prescribed by subsection 4. The voter

shall deliver the sealed envelope to a precinct election

official who shall be-deposited deposit it in an envelope

marked "provisional ballots" and. The ballot shall be

considered as having been cast in the special precinct

established by section 53.20 for purposes of the postelection

canvass.

2. Each person who casts a provisional ballot under this

section shall receive a printed statement in subsbantia±±y-the

foiicwing-forrar
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¥our-quaiifieafci©ns-as-a-jregistered-v©teif-have-been

ehaiienged-€©r-the-f©ii©wing-peas©nsf

iiTT-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T

iffTT-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-T-

¥©ii-fflast-sh©w-tdenfe±fieafci©n-be€©5fe-y©ttr-baii©t-ean-be

©©antedr—P±ease-bifing-©if-maii-a-e©py-©f-a-emfifenfc-and-valid

ph©fc©-identi€ieafci©n-eaifd-fco-fehe-e©unfcy-e©fRffiissi©neif-''S-©€€iee

or-bifing-©ff-mai±-a-e©py-©€-©ne-©f-the-€©±±©wing-etnMfenb

d©ettments-that-sh©w-y©mf-naffle-and-add3fessf
a_—Qtiiity-bi±±T

br—Banb-sfcafcemenfeT

Ct—PayeheekT

d-—Savernment-eheebT

er—©fcher-geverftiRent-doeumentT

¥©ttr-right-t©-v©te-wi±i-be-reviewed-by-fche-speeiai-preeineb

e©ttnfcing-b©afd-©n—t-t-t-t-t-t-t-t-t—¥©ti-have-bhe-vighfc-and

are-ene©ttifaged-t©-mabe-a-wribfeen-sbatemenb-and--sabmib

addifci©nai-wifibben-evidefiee-bo-fchis-b©aifd-sapp©rfeing-y©«r

qaaiifieafeians-as-a-fegisteved-voteffT—?his-writfcen-sbatemenfc

and-evidenee-ifiay-be-given-t©-an-e±eefci©n-©€€ieia±-©€-this

preeinet-©n-e±eebi©n-day-©if-mai±ed-©r-de±iveifed-t©-the-e©anty

e©mmissi©ne3f-©€-e±eebi©n97-bafe-mast-be-ifeeeived-be£©ffe—t-t-t

T-T-T—i€-y©aff-ba±±©t-is-n©t-e©anted-y©a-wii±-ifeeeive7-by

maii7-R©ti§ieafci©n-©€-bhis-£aefc-and-bhe-5?eas©n-thafc-the-bai±©b

was-not-eoanfced a form prescribed by the state commissioner bv

rule adopted in accordance with chapter 17A. The statement

shall contain, at a minimum, the following information;

a. The reason the person is casting a provisional ballot,

b. If the person is casting a provisional ballot because

the person failed to provide a required form of

identification, a list of the types of acceptable

identification and notification that the person must show

identification before the ballot can be counted.

c. If the person is casting a provisional ballot because

the person's qualifications as a registered voter have been

challenged, the allegations contained in the written

challenge, a description of the challenge process, and the

person's right to address the challenge.

d. A statement that if the person's ballot is not counted,

the person will receive, bv mail, notification of this fact

and the reason the ballot was not counted.
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e. Other information deemed necessary by the state

commissioner.

3. Any eligible elector may present written statements or

documents, supporting or opposing the counting of any

provisional ballot, to the precinct election officials on

election day, until the hour for closing the polls. Any

statements or documents so presented shall be delivered to the

commissioner when the election supplies are returned.

4. The individual envelopes used for each provisional

ballot cast pursuant to subsection 1 shall have space for the

voter's name, date of birth, and address and shall have

printed on them the following:

I am a United States citizen, at least eighteen vears of

age■ I believe I am a registered voter of this county and I
am eligible to vote in this election, i-registeued-fco-vefce-in

TTTTTT-eounty-on-eif-aboafc-TTTTT—afc-TTTTTTT—My-name-at-that
fc ime-was-TTTTTTT—i-have-n©fc-ffloved-te-a-di§ferent-eoanfey-sinee
that-fcimeT—i-am~a-Hntted-Sfcafces-e±fci:2en--at-±east-eighfceen
years-of-agcT

(signature of voter) (date)
The following information is to be provided by the precinct
election official:

Reason for ehaiienge casting provisional ballot:

Btd-n©t-pifesent-reqai5?ed-ident±f±eatien-f©rmT

(signature of precinct
election official)

The precinct election official shall attach a completed
voter registration form from each provisional voter unless the
person's registration status is listed in the election

register as active or pending. If a voter is casting a
provisional ballot because the voter's Qualifications as a

registered voter have been challenged, the precinct election

official shall attach the signed challenge to the provisional
ballot envelope.

DIVISION VI

GENERAL CHANGES TO ELECTIONS PROVISIONS

Sec. 89. Section 39A.2, subsection 1, paragraph c. Code
Supplement 2007, is amended to read as follows:
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c. DURESS. Intimidates, threatens, or coerces, or

attempts to intimidate, threaten, or coerce, a person to do or

to refrain from doing any of the following:

(1) To register to vote, to vote, or to attempt to

register to vote.

(2) To urge or aid a person to register to vote, to vote,

or to attempt to register to vote.

(2A) To sign a petition nominating a candidate for public

office or a petition requesting an election for which a

petition may legally be submitted.

(3) To exercise a right under chapters 39 through 53.

Sec. 90. Section 39A.2, subsection 1, Code Supplement

2007, is amended by adding the following new paragraph:

NEW PARAGRAPH. f. VOTING EQUIPMENT TAMPERING.

Intentionally altering or damaging any computer software or

any physical part of a voting machine, automatic tabulating

equipment, or any other part of a voting system.

Sec. 91. Section 49,20, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:

49.20 COMPENSATION OF MEMBERS.

The members of election boards shall be deemed temporary

state employees who are compensated by the county in which

they serve, and shall receive compensation at a rate

established by the board of supervisors, which shall be not

less than fchree-deiiars-and-fifty-eentes-per-hotn? the minimum

wage established in section 91D.1, subsection 1. paragraph

"b", while engaged in the discharge of their duties and shall

be reimbursed for actual and necessary travel expense at a

rate determined by the board of supervisors, except that

persons who have advised the commissioner prior to their

appointment to the election board that they are willing to

serve without pay at elections conducted for any school

district or a city of three thousand five hundred or less

population, shall receive no compensation for service at those

elections. Compensation shall be paid to members of election

boards only after the vote has been canvassed and it has been

determined in the course of the canvass that the election

record certificate has been properly executed by the election

board.

Sec. 92. Section 49,21, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:
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49.21 POLLING PLACES — ACCESSIBILITY — SIGNS.

1♦ It is the responsibility of the commissioner to

designate a polling place for each precinct in the county.

Each polling place designated shall be accessible to persons

with disabilities. However, if the commissioner is unable to

provide an accessible polling place for a precinct, the

commissioner shall apply for a temporary waiver of the

accessibility requirement. The state commissioner shall adopt

rules in accordance with chapter 17A prescribing standards for

determining whether a polling place is accessible and the

process for applying for a temporary waiver of accessibility.

2. a. Upon the application of the commissioner, the

authority which has control of any buildings or grounds

supported by taxation under the laws of this state shall make

available the necessary space therein for the purpose of

holding elections, without charge for the use thereof.

b. Except as otherwise provided by law, the polling place

in each precinct in the state shall be located in a central

location if a building is available. However, first

consideration shall be given to the use of public buildings

supported by taxation.

in-the-se±eetien-o€-poi±ing-piaees7-pre€erenee-shaii-aiso

be-given-t©-the-«se-of-bu±±dings-aeeessib±e-to-persons-who-are

e±deriy-and-persons-wtth-disabi±±tiesT

3. a. On the day of an election, the commissioner shall

post a sign stating "vote here" at the entrance to each

driveway leading to the building where a polling place is

located. The sign must be visible from the street or highway

fronting the driveway, but shall not encroach upon the

right-of-way of such street or highway.

b. The commissioner shall post a sign at the entrance to

the polling place indicating the election precinct number or

name, and displaying a street map showing the boundaries of

the precinct.

Sec. 93. Section 49.25, subsection 1, Code Supplement

2007, is amended to read as follows:

1. In any county or portion of a county for which voting

machines have been acquired under section 52.2 the

commissioner shall determine pursuant to section 49.26, in

advance of each election conducted for a city of three

thousand five hundred or less population, or any school

district, and individually for each precinct, whether voting
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in that election shall be by machine or by paper ballot. In

counties in which conventional paper ballots are not used, the

commissioner shall furnish voting equipment for use bv voters

with disabilities.

Sec. 94. Section 49.68, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows;

49.68 STATE COMMISSIONER TO FURNISH INSTRUCTIONS.

1. The state commissioner with the approval of the

attorney general shall prepare, and from time to time revise,

written instructions to the voters relative to voting the

rights of voters> and shall furnish each commissioner with

copies of the instructions. Such instructions shall cover the

following matters:

a. The procedure for registering to vote after the

registration deadline has passed.

b. Instructions for voters who are required bv law to show

identification before voting.

c. General information on voting rights under applicable

federal and state laws, including the following:

(1) Information on the right of an individual to cast a

provisional ballot and the procedure for casting a provisional

ballot.

(2) Federal and state laws regarding prohibitions on acts

of fraud/ misrepresentation# coercion, or duress.

d. Instructions on how to contact the appropriate

officials if a voter believes the voter's rights have been

violated.

2. The state commissioner shall prepare instructions

relative to voting for each voting system in use in the state

and shall furnish the countv commissioner with copies of the

instructions. Such instructions shall cover the following

matters:

^ The manner of obtaining ballots.

2t ̂  The manner of marking ballots.

3t c_s_ That unmarked or improperly marked ballots will not

be counted.

4t ̂  The method of gaining assistance in marking ballots.

5t e_j. That any erasures or identification marks, or

otherwise spoiling or defacing a ballot, will render it

invalid.

6t f_^ Not to vote a spoiled or defaced ballot.



House File 2620, p. 45

9t g_i. How to obtain a new ballot in place of a spoiled or

defaced one.

8t hi Any other matters thought necessary.

Sec. 95. Section 49.70, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:

49.70 PRECINCT ELECTION OFFICIALS FURNISHED INSTRUCTIONS.

The commissioner shall cause copies of the-foregoing each

set of instructions to be printed in large, clear type, under

the heading of "Rights of Voters" and "Instructions for

Veteifs" Voting", as applicable, and shall furnish the precinct

election officials with a sufficient number of such each set

of instructions as will enable them to comply with section

49.71.

Sec. 96. Section 49.71, Code Supplement 2007, is amended

to read as follows:

49.71 POSTING INSTRUCTION CARDS AND SAMPLE BALLOTS.

The precinct election officials, before the opening of the

polls, shall cause the each set of instructions f©r-v©teifs

required pursuant to section 49.70 to be securely posted as

follows:

1. 0ne At least one copy of the instructions for voting

prescribed in section 49.68. subsection 2, in each voting

booth.

2. N©t-±ess-than-f©ttif-e©pies7 At least one copy of the

instructions for voting prescribed in section 49.68,

subsection 2, with an equal number of sample ballots, in and

about the polling place.

3. At least one copv of the instructions relating to

rights of voters, as prescribed in section 49.68> subsection

1, in and about the polling place.

Sec. 97. Section 49.73, subsection 1, unnumbered paragraph

1, Code Supplement 2007, is amended to read as follows:

At all elections, except as otherwise permitted by this

section, the polls shall be opened at seven ©•'•e±©ek a,mTT-or

as-s©©R-thereaffcer-as-vaeaneies-©R-the-pree±nefe-eieetion-board

have-been-fii±ed if at least one official from each of the

political parties referred to in section 49.13 is present. On

the basis of voter turnout for recent similar elections and

factors considered likely to so affect voter turnout for the

forthcoming election as to justify shortened voting hours for

that election, the commissioner may direct that the polls be

opened at twelve ©■'■eieek noon for:



House File 2620, p. 46

Sec. 98. Section 49.77, subsection 2, Code Supplement

2007, is amended to read as follows:

2. 0ne-of-the-*pifeeinet-eieeti©R-of fieiais-shsii-announee

the-vofeer-^s-name-aioad-for-the-benefit-of-any-persons-pifesent

ptn?suant-fco-seet±©n-49Ti647-sabseefcien-S7-37-or-5T If the

declaration of eligibility is not printed on each page of the

election register, any of those persons present pursuant to

section 49.104, subsection 2, 3, or 5, may upon request view

the signed declarations of eligibility and may review the

signed declarations on file so long as the person does not

interfere with the functions of the precinct election

officials. If the declaration of eligibility is printed on

the election register, voters shall also sign a voter roster

which the precinct election official shall make available for

viewing a-itsting-©f-th©se-v©fcers-wh©-have-signed-dee±aifat±©ns

©f-eiigibiiity. Any of those persons present pursuant to

section 49.104, subsection 2, 3, or 5, may upon request view

the listing roster of those voters who have signed

declarations of eligibility, so long as the person does not

interfere with the functions of the precinct election

officials.

Sec, 99. Section 49.88, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:

49.88 LIMITATION ON PERSONS IN BOOTH AND TIME FOR VOTING.

1. No more than one person shall be allowed to occupy any

voting booth at any time. N©-peffs©n-sha±i-©eettpy-stteh-b©©bh

f©if-m©re-than-bhifee-min«bes-t©-east-a-v©beT—N©bhing-in-this

seeti©n-shai±-pif©hibib-assistanee-t©-v©te5?s-undef-section

49t90t The use of cameras, cellular telephones, pagers, or

other electronic communications devices in the voting booth is

prohibited.

2. a. Nothing in this section shall prohibit assistance

to voters under section 49.90.

b. This section does not prohibit a voter from taking

minor children into the voting booth with the voter.

Sec. 100. Section 49.104, Code 2007, is amended by adding

the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 8. Reporters, photographers, and other

staff representing the news media. However, representatives

of the news media, while present at or in the immediate

vicinity of the polling places, shall not interfere with the

election process in any way.
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Sec. 101. Section 50.9, Code 2007, is amended to read as

follows:

50.9 RETURN OF BALLOTS NOT VOTED.

Ballots not voted, or spoiled by voters while attempting to

vote, shall be returned by the precinct election officials to

the commissioner, and a receipt taken for the ballots. The

spoiled ballots shall be preserved for twenty-two months

following elections for federal offices and for six months

following elections for all other offices. The commissioner

but not voted. The ballots not voted shall be destroyed after

the end of the period for contestina the election. However,

if a contest is reauestedf the ballots not voted shall be

preserved until the election contest is concluded.

Sec. 102. NEW SECTION. 50.15A UNOFFICIAL RESULTS OF

VOTING — GENERAL ELECTION ONLY.

1. In order to provide the public with an early source of

election results before the official canvass of votes, the

state commissioner of elections, in cooperation with the

commissioners of elections, shall conduct an unofficial

canvass of election results following the closing of the polls

on the day of a general election. The unofficial canvass

shall report election results for national offices, statewide

offices, the office of state representative, the office of

state senator, and other offices or public measures at the

discretion of the state commissioner of elections.

2. After the polls close on election day, the commissioner

of elections shall periodically provide election results to

the state commissioner of elections as the precincts in the

county report election results to the commissioner pursuant to

section 50.11. If the commissioner determines that all

precincts will not report election results before the office

is closed, the commissioner shall report the most complete

results available prior to leaving the office at the time the

office is closed as provided in section 50.11. The

commissioner shall specify the number of precincts included in

the report to the state commissioner of elections.

The state commissioner of elections shall tabulate

unofficial election results as the results are received from

the commissioners of elections and shall periodically make the

reports of the results available to the public.
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3. Before the day of the general election, the state

commissioner of elections shall provide a form and

instructions for reporting unofficial election results

pursuant to this section.

Sec. 103. Section 50.49, unnumbered paragraph 4, Code

2007, is amended to read as follows:

The petitioners requesting the recount shall post a bond as

required by section 50.48, subsection 2. The amount of the

bond shall be one thousand dollars for a public measure

appearing on the ballot statewide or one hundred dollars for

any other public measure. If the difference between the

affirmative and negative votes cast on the public measure is

less than the greater of fifty votes or one percent of the

total number of votes cast for and against the question, a

bond is not required. If approval by sixty percent of the

votes cast is required for adoption of the public measure, no

bond is required if the difference between sixty percent of

the total votes cast for and against the question and the

number of affirmative votes cast fer-the-losing-stde is less

than the greater of fifty votes or one percent of the total

number of votes cast.

Sec. 104. Section 53.23, subsection 3, paragraph b, Code

Supplement 2007, is amended to read as follows:

b. If the board finds any ballot not enclosed in a secrecy

envelope and the ballot is folded in such a way that any of

the votes cast on the ballot are visible, the two special

precinct election officials, one from each of the two

political parties referred to in section 49.13, subsection 2,

shall place the ballot in a secrecy envelope. No one shall

examine the ballot. Eaeh-©f-the-speeid±-preeinet-eieetien

o€§±e±ais-sha±±-sign-the-seeifeey-enve±opeT

Sec. 105, Section 423A.4, subsection 4, Code Supplement

2007, is amended to read as follows:

4. ^ A city or county shall impose or repeal a hotel and

motel tax or increase or reduce the tax rate only after an

election at which a majority of those voting on the question

favors imposition, repeal, or change in rate. However, a

hotel and motel tax shall not be repealed or reduced in rate

if obligations are outstanding which are payable as provided

in section 423A.7, unless funds sufficient to pay the

principal, interest, and premium, if any, on the outstanding

obligations at and prior to maturity have been properly set
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aside and pledged for that purpose. 5he-e±eet±en-shaii-be

heid-at-the-time-e§-the-ffegttiaif-eity-eieefcion-oif-the-eo«nfcy''S

geneirai-e±eet±©n-oif-at-the-t±me-©€-a-spee±a±-e±eetionT

b. If the tax applies only within the corporate boundaries

of a city, only the registered voters of the city shall be

permitted to vote. The election shall be held at the time of

the regular city election or at a special election called for

that purpose. If the tax applies only in the unincorporated

areas of a county# only the registered voters of the

unincorporated areas of the county shall be permitted to vote.

The election shall be held at the time of the general election

or at a special election called for that purpose.

DIVISION VII

LOCAL REDISTRICTING

Sec. 106. Section 68B.32A, Code Supplement 2007, is

amended by adding the following new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 15. Establish an expedited procedure for

reviewing complaints forwarded by the state commissioner of

elections to the board for a determination as to whether a

supervisor district plan adopted pursuant to section 331.210A

was drawn for improper political reasons as described in

section 42.4, subsection 5. The expedited procedure shall be

substantially similar to the process used for other complaints

filed with the board except that the provisions of section

68B,32D shall not apply.

Sec. 107. Section 331.210A, subsection 2, paragraph e.

Code 2007, is amended to read as follows:

e. The plan approved by the board of supervisors shall be

submitted to the state commissioner of elections for approval.

If the state commissioner or the ethics and campaign

disclosure board finds that the plan does not meet the

standards of section 42.4, the state commissioner shall reject

the plan, and the board of supervisors shall direct the

commission to prepare and adopt an acceptable plan.

For purposes of determining whether the standards of

section 42.4 have been met, an eligible elector may file a

complaint with the state commissioner of elections within

fourteen days after a plan is approved by the board of

supervisors of the county in which the eligible elector

residesr on a form prescribed bv the commissioner, alleging

that the plan was drawn for improper political reasons as

described in section 42.4, subsection 5. If a complaint is
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filed with the state commissioner of electionsr the state

commissioner shall forward the complaint to the ethics and

campaign disclosure board established in section 68B.32 for

resolution.

If, after the initial proposed supervisor district plan or

precinct plan has been submitted to the state commissioner for

approval, it is necessary for the temporary county

redistricting commission to make subsequent attempts at

adopting an acceptable plan, the subsequent plans do not

require public hearings.
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