
THOMAS j. VILSACK OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

April 29, 2005

Sally J. pederson

GOVERNOR LT. GOVERNOR

The Honorable Chester Culver

Secretary of State
State Capitol Building
LOCAL

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I hereby transmit:

House File 253, an Act relating to governmental ethics and the duties of the
Iowa Ethics and Campaign Disclosure Board.

House File 313, an Act relating to the establishment of an industrial
processing exemption study committee and including an effective date.

House File 398, an Act adding an exemption for colleges and universities
established by city ordinance to the requirements relating to the registration of
postsecondary schools.

House File 423, an Act relating to participation in secondary school
interscholastic sports at the varsity and inferior levels.

House File 532, an Act relating to the administrative functions of the
Department of Cultural Affairs, including the Board of Trustees of the State
Historical Society of Iowa and the State Records Commission.

House File 645, an Act relating to the regulation of lotteries, including the
definition of a lottery, permissible lotteries by commercial organizations, and the
prosecution of violators.

House File 700, an Act relating to the Iowa Soybean Association, by
providing for its board of directors, market development, and providing for an
assessment.

House File 737, an Act relating to the registration and licensing of
mortgage bankers and brokers, providing for fees, and providing an effective date.
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House File 745, an Act relating to the criminal offense of theft of leased or
rented personal property and making penalties applicable.

House File 746, an Act providing procedures for a rural water district to
transfer its right to provide water or wastewater service and for dissolution of the
district.

House File 754, an Act relating to a homestead exemption waiver notice
contained in a written contract affecting agricultural land.

House File 777, an Act relating to testing a person for contagious or
infectious disease if the person assaults a person by exchanging or attempting to
exchange bodily fluids, and providing a penalty.

House File 781, an Act relating to the establishment of a direct care worker
task force.

House File 789, an Act relating to programs and functions under the
purview of the Iowa Department of Public Health.

House File 839, an Act providing for the establishment of a technology
governance board within the Department of Administrative Service, and making
an appropriation.

The above House Files are hereby approved this date.

Sincerely,

Thomas J. Vilsack

Governor

TJV:jmc

cc: Secretary of the Senate
Chief Clerk of the House
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HOUSE FILE 253

AN ACT

RELATING TO GOVERNMENTAL ETHICS AND THE DUTIES OF THE IOWA

ETHICS AND CAMPAIGN DISCLOSURE BOARD.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA;

Section 1. Section 68B.1, Code 2005, is amended to read as

follows:

68B.1 TITLE OF ACT.

This chapter shall be known as the ^iowa-Pubiie-Offteiais

"Government Ethics and Lobbying Act".

Sec. 2. Section 68B.2, subsections 1 and 2, Code 2005, are

amended to read as follows;

1. "Agency" means a department, division, board,

commission, bureau, authority, or office of the executive or

legislative branch of state government, the office of attorney

general, the state board of regents, community colleges, and

the office of the governor, including a regulatory agency, or

any department, division, board, commission, bureau, or office

of a political subdivision of the state, but does not include

any agricultural commodity promotional board, which is subject

to a producer referendum.

2. "Agency of state government" or "state agency" means a

department, division, board, commission, bureau, authority, or

office of the executive or legislative branch of state

government, the office of attorney general, the state board of

regents, community colleges, and the office of the governor,

including a regulatory agency, but does not include any

agricultural commodity promotional board, which is subject to

a producer referendum.

Sec. 3. Section 68B.4, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 2005,

is amended to read as follows:



House File 253, p. 2

The board shall adopt rules specifying the method by which

employees may obtain agency consent under this section. Each

reguiatory-ageney The board shall adopt rules specifying the

method by which officials may obtain agency consent under this

section, A regulatory agency granting consent under this

section shall file a copy of the consent with the board within

twenty days of the consent being granted.

Sec. 4, Section 68B.4B, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 2005,

is amended to read as follows:

A permanent full-time member of the office of the governor

shall not sell, either directly or indirectly, any goods or

services to individttaiST-assoeiatiensy-er-eorporations-whieh

efflpioy-persons-who-are-registered-iobbyists a registered

lobbyist before the general assembly or the executive branch

or to an individual, association, or corporation which employs

a person who is a registered lobbyist before the general

assembly or the executive branch, except when the member of

the office of the governor has met all of the following

conditions:

Sec. 5. Section 68B.22, subsection 4, paragraph r. Code

2005, is amended to read as follows:

r. Gifts of food, beverage, and entertainment received by

public officials or public employees at a reeepfcion function

where every member of the general assembly has been invited to

attend, when the reception function takes place during a

regular session of the general assembly. A sponsor of a

reception function under this paragraph shall file a report

disclosing the total amount expended, including in-kind

expenditures, on food, beverage, and entertainment for the

reception function. The report shall be filed with the person

or persons designated by the secretary of the senatej and the

chief clerk of the housey-and-the-board within five business

days following the date of the reception function. The person

or persons designated by the secretary of the senate and the

chief clerk of the house shall forward a copy of each report

to the board.

Sec. 6. Section 68B.32A, subsections 3, 5, 11, and 12,

Code 2005, are amended to read as follows:

3. Review the contents of all campaign finance disclosure

reports and statements filed with the board and promptly

advise each person or committee of errors found. The board
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may verify information contained in the reports with other

parties to assure accurate disclosure. The board may also

verify information by requesting that a candidate or committee

produce copies of receipts, bills, logbooks, or other

memoranda of reimbursements of expenses to a candidate for

expenses incurred during a campaign. The board, upon its own

motion, may initiate action and conduct a hearing relating to

requirements under chapter 68A. The-beaffd-may-reqaire-a

eottnty-eommissioner-o£-e±eefci©ns-to-periodiea±±y-€iie-sumfflary

reports-with-the-boaifdT

5. Prepare and publish a manual setting forth examples of

approved uniform systems of accounts and approved methods of

disclosure for use by persons required to file statements and

reports under this chapter and chapter 68A. The board shall

also prepare and publish other educational materials, and any

other reports or materials deemed appropriate by the board.

The board shall annually provide all officials and state

employees with notification of the contents of this chapter

and chapter 68A by distributing copies of educational

materials to assoeiations-thafc-represent-the-interests-of-the

vai?io«9-g©vernmenta±-enttt±es-foif-d±sseminat±on-to-fcheir

membership each agency of state government under the board's

jurisdiction.

11. Establish a procedure for requesting and issuing board

advisory opinions to persons subject to the authority of the

board under this chapter or chapter 68A. Local officials and

local employees may also seek an advisory opinion concerning

the application of the applicable provisions of this chapter.

Advice contained in board advisory opinions shall, if

followed, constitute a defense to a complaint fi±ed-with-the

board alleging a violation of this chapter, chapter 68A, or

rules of the board that is based on the same facts and

circumstances.

12. Establish rules relating to ethical conduct for

persons-hoiding-a-state-offiee-in-the-exeeutive-braReh-of

sfcate-g©vernment7-ine4udtng-eandidafcesT-aftd-€©r-empioyees-©f

the-execotive-braneh-©f-state-government officials and state

employees, including candidates for statewide office, and

regulations governing the conduct of lobbyists of the

executive branch of state government, including but not

limited to conflicts of interest, abuse of office, misuse of
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public property, use of confidential information,

participation in matters in which an official or state

employee has a financial interest, and rejection of improper

offers.

christopHercTrants
speaker of the House

JOHN P. KIBBIE

President of the Senate

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and

is known as House File 253, Eighty-first General Assembly.

£>J-

I

Approved 2005

MARGARET THOMSON

Chief Clerk of the House

THOMAS J./'VXIiSACK

Governor


