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A review of the School Improvement Technology Act
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BACKGROUND
Senate File 2063 (School Improvement Technology Act) was enacted during the 1996
Legislative Session. The Act establishes and funds a School Improvement Technology
Program. Highlights of SF 2063 include:
•

Appropriates $30.0 million each of the next five years from FY 1997 to FY 2001. In
FY 1997, $15.0 million is appropriated from the General Fund and $15.0 million is
appropriated from the Rebuild Iowa Infrastructure Account. In subsequent years, the
$30.0 million is appropriated from the General Fund.

•

The appropriation will be distributed to school districts and Area Education Agencies.
The definition of a school district was expanded to include:

V
I
E
W

•

The Iowa Braille and Sight Saving School

•

The State School for the Deaf

•

The Price Laboratory School at the University of Northern Iowa

•

The State Training School at Eldora

•

The Iowa Juvenile Home at Toledo

•

Woodward State Hospital-School

•

Glenwood State Hospital-School
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•

The funds are allocated to each school district based on the proportion that the basic
enrollment of a school district is to the total basic enrollment of all school districts (i.e. per
pupil). However, a school district is guaranteed to receive a minimum of $15,000 a year.

•

Area Education Agencies will receive $450,000 of the appropriation for each fiscal year.
The funds are allocated based upon each area education agency’s percentage of the total
full-time equivalent elementary and secondary teachers employed in the school districts.

•

The funds will be distributed to school districts and Area Education Agencies in one
payment on or about October 15 of the fiscal year.

•

The Act specifies conditions of the appropriation including:

•

•

•

Prior to receipt of funds, school districts and Area Education Agencies are required to provide adequate
assurance to the Department of Education that they have developed or are developing a technology plan
and that funds received under this section will be used in accordance with the required technology plan.

•

Requires school districts and Area Education Agencies to account for the funds separately from state aid
payments and maintain a separate listing within their budgets for payments received and expenditures
made.

•

The funds are to be considered miscellaneous income or encumbered.

•

Requires that the funds can not be used for payment of any collective bargaining agreement or arbitrator’s
decision negotiated or awarded under Chapter 20, Code of Iowa.

•

School districts are required not to use the funds to add a full-time equivalent position or otherwise
increase staffing.

School districts are required to adopt a technology plan that supports school improvement
technology efforts and includes an evaluation component. Requirements of the technology
plan includes:
•

It must be developed by licensed professional staff of the district, including both teachers and
administrators.

•

It must focus on the attainment of student achievement goals under Sections 280.12 and 280.18, Code of
Iowa. Sections 280.12 and 280.18 require school districts to develop goals and plans including
improvement of student achievement and performance. Districts must evaluate progress and conduct a
periodic assessment. Districts are required to submit the progress and assessment reports to the
Department of Education and the community on an annual basis.

•

The technology plan is required to consider the district’s interconnectivity with the Iowa Communications
Network.

•

The technology plan must demonstrate how, over a four-year period, the Board will utilize technology to
improve student achievement.

•

The technology plan is required to be kept on file in the district and a copy sent to the appropriate Area
Education Agency.

•

Progress under the technology plan must be included as part of the annual report submitted to the
Department of Education in compliance with Section 280.12 and 280.18, Code of Iowa.

Area Education Agencies are required to develop a plan to assist school districts in the
development of a technology planning process. Requirements of the technology plan
include:
•

It must describe how the Area Education Agency intends to support school districts with instructional
technology staff development and training.
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•

For FY 1998 and subsequent fiscal years, each Area Education Agency is required to submit its plan to
the Department of Education.

•

The Department of Education is required to approve each plan prior to the distribution of funds.

•

The Iowa Braille and Sight Saving School, the State School for the Deaf, the Price
Laboratory School, the State Training School, the Iowa Juvenile Home, and the Glenwood
and Woodward State Hospital-Schools are required to develop technology plans and
submit annual progress reports to the Department of Education and either the Board of
Regents or the Department of Human Services.

•

School Districts are required to expend the funds for the acquisition, lease, lease-purchase,
installation, maintenance of instructional technology equipment, including hardware and
software; materials and supplies related to instructional technology; and staff development
and training related to instructional technology. The district is also required to establish
priorities for the use of the funds.

•

Area Education Agencies are required to expend the funds for costs related to supporting
school districts within the area served with technology planning and equipment, including
hardware and software; materials and supplies related to instructional technology; and staff
development and training related to instructional technology.

•

The School Improvement Technology Act is repealed on July 1, 2001.

CURRENT SITUATION
School districts will receive approximately $58.16 per pupil or $15,000, whichever is greater, on or
about October 15, 1996. Attachment A shows the distribution to each school district and Area
Education Agency. Without the $15,000 minimum, school districts would have received $58.43 per
pupil.
The Department of Education has sent out a packet to each school district explaining the School
Improvement Technology Act. Highlights of the packet include:
•

Reminds school districts that they must develop a multi-year technology plan with an
evaluation component that not only addresses technology purchases, but also ties
instructional technology to the other elements of the school’s improvement plan.

•

School districts must send the technology plans to the Area Education Agency.

•

Progress made under the technology plan must be part of the annual school improvement
report and this will be reported to the community.

•

Schools are asked to spend a year preparing the technology plan.

•

An Assurance Statement, which indicates the school district agrees to begin the planning
process and to comply with other provisions of the legislation, was included with the
package. The district must sign the Assurance Statement and return it to the Department
of Education by September 1, 1996.

•

Districts are notified that Area Education Agencies are required to provide districts with
technology planning and technology related to staff development services. The
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Department is working with the Area Education Agencies to help define the scope and
direction of these services.
•

Sample technology plans currently exist on the Department’s Web site
(http://www.state.ia.us/educate). Other sample plans and processes will be available by
mid-September.

•

Districts are informed that Area Education Agencies should be the first resource for
information related to the implementation of instructional technologies. Various field
experts, such as private consultants, colleges and universities, and other school districts,
may also assist school districts.

•

A technology plan must be on file with the appropriate Area Education Agency prior to
receiving funds for FY 1998.

•

The first test to determine if an expenditure is appropriate is if the planned expenditure is
for instructional technology and supports the school improvement plan. Instructional
technology includes computer technology but it also can include much more.

•

Purchases that involve administration can be instructionally based. However, the purchase
of a district finance system would not be considered instructional.

•

A school district’s allocation may change from year to year due to changes in enrollment.

•

Districts may chose to carry over funds to the next year.

•

Funds may be used for the purchase of services and materials from a private vendor.

•

An Iowa Communications Network room is considered to be instructional technology.
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