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This Subcommittee held two meetings. The first meeting 
was of the Subcommittee only. We discussed what the problems were, 
how we should approach them, and who from the farm safety industry 
should be invited to our next meeting. The first meeting was very 
helpful in keeping the discussion of the second meeting pinpointed 
in the areas where we were searching for answers. 

At the second meeting, held October 13, 1969, twelve other 
intere~ted people beside the Subcommittee were in attenance. These 
names are listed in the minutes and for this report I shall refer 
to them only as they made comments. Mr. Watly of Ag-tronic~ and 
the manufacturer of slow-moving vehicle signs, said that twenty-five 
states have enacted legislation concerning slow-~ov1ng ve~icle 
signs, and that in three states,including Iowa, it is only permiss!ve. 

Hr. Glen Taylor of the Iowa Farm Bureau presented a writt~n 
report, explaining their position and stated that their or~ar.iza­

tion would discuss the subject at their annual meeting in ~ove=be •• 

Dr. Norval Wardle, farm safety specialist of Iowa State 
University, noted that 50% of all farm accidents occur on county 
roads, ~hile the Legislative interest 1S usually centered on &tate 
and federal highways. Mr. Wardle stated that the slow-~oving ve­
hicle sign was only half the answer. He also .tated that accidents 
can be greatly reduced by the use of the S.M.V. sign along with the 
use of amber flashing lights. Dr. Wardle also recommended that 
legislation be drafted to require mandatory use of at least S.X.V. 
signs. 

Mr. Taha distributed copies of the report 
Department of Public Safety to the Subcommittee. 
covered S.M.V. signs, amber flashing lights, far~ 
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prepared by the 
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trailers, traiier 



brakes, tow chains, vehicle population and road environment. He 
stated that the Department is charged with the responsibility of 
enforcing regulations and laws now in effect, and also it has the 
responsibility of establish1n8 standards for lighting equipment. 
However, there is no separate diviSion or personnel in the Depart­
ment th8t has this as a separLte and distinct responsibility. 
Mr. Taha further stated the Department has taken no official 
position concerning legislation to require mandatory use oi S.~.V. 
signs or amber flashing lights, but haa no objection to such 
legislation. 

Mr. John Munger, representing the John Deere Company, saiG 
from the manufacturers' standpOint, it would be desirable to have 
safety standards in the hands of a state agency, rather than to 
legislate each needed change. 

Dr. Wardle stated that tests by I.S.U. indicate that S.X.V. 
emblems and warning flashing lights should be required. He ex­
pressed doubt however that tull compliance could be obtained by 
January 1971. 

Mr. Edward Adams, Safety Specialist for the Farm 3ureau, 
expressed reservations as to the practicality of requiring amber 
flashing warning lights for all slow-moving vehicles by 1971. 

Mr. Crai~er stated, in addition to the $5 penalty clause 
f~r nonco~pl1ance, a grave penalty would be incurred if a non­
complying vehicle were involved in a seriOuS accident. 

The question of bra~es on farm trailers was raised. 
Dr. Wardle stated that th~s problem was being considered by th~ 
Nat~onal Farm Safety Council at this time. He suggested that 
the Subcommittee might bet~er consider speed li~its for farm 
trailers. The Subcommit~ee was in general agreemen: that t~€~e 

should be a relationship between the weight of the towing vehicle 
and the weight of the towed vehicle if speed limits yere to be 
established. 

The question of safety chains was brought up for dilcuss~~~_ 
Dr. Wardle said this was another matter being brought u? for dis­
cussion by the Farm Safety Council. The Subcommittee asked 
Dr. Wardle to inform them on any action or changes made by the 
Farm Council.in regard to tow chains. 

A suggestion was made that the Subco~mittee ~o On rec~rJ 
as favoring the enactmen~ cf Senate File 220, telat.ng to a rc?e~: 
of a $5 registration fee on farm W3~ons. It was moved and seconded 
that the Subcommittee support the enacecent of S~oate File 220. 
Mr. Talla said the Department of Public Safety had made no real 
attempt to enforce the trailer regulations fee and act. 
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The Subcommittee went on record as favoring a study of 
the possibility of requiring rearview mirrors on all slow-moving 
self-propelled equipment. 

The Subcommittee suggested that the Legislative Service 
Bureau prepare a bill which will require all new self-propelled 
motor vehicles designed primarily for use off the highway, but 
occasionally operated On the highway, at speeds of 25 miles or 
less, to be equipped with two slow-moving vehicle warning devices 
consisting of flashing lights and a reflective emblem. It was 
requested that the Commissioner of Public Safety be authorized t~ 

prescribe the design, method of mounting, and other pertinent 
details relating to both devices, and that such requirements be 
fully complied with by January I, 1971. The Subco~~ittee also 
requested that a second section be drafted which will require 
that all slow-moving self-propelled moter vehicles including used 
vehicles be equipped with Buch warning devices after a deadline 
to be specified at a later time. 
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