Sc¢hool Code Subcommittee
of the
Standing Committees on Schools

FINAL REPORT

To: Legisiative Council, December 16, 1969

Frou: Representative Walter V. Langland, Chairman

Subject: Progress report of the School Code Study Subcoumittee

Membership: Senators Conklin, McGill, Ollenburz, Orr and Parrer
Representatives Brinck, Kehe, Kreamer, Roorda and
Langland

Directive: "Recodification, clarification and repeal of obsolete
code sections reiating to Schools.'

Howevey, the Standing Committea chairman suggectied
that we not deal with Ch, 285 on transportation and
Ch. 28C on Standards, since special subcommitrees were
assigned to these areas.

Since our meeting tice was limited, the commicttee
deciced to initially, a2t least, concentrate on repea.
of obsclete code sections relafirng to 5CN0OIS, &nc then
possibly clarification of sec¢tidns rneecing such.

Meetings: Tae subcommitiee neld three meeting., as authorizeag,
the first being in Jztober and the _zst twdo in Novecober.
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Yost of our bill dreiz i3 the “lrec? resulit . n.s
work. He prepared a 11st i zupsces v ¢onsolerd LUl
in the school ¢ode whnich we ruite cerefoilly reviewes -
4 group and, wIith some TInor changes In€ acaitidas nave
presented in this bill drafc:.

Content: Most of tne material. In tiois Jdraft ghould bde not-
controversial, at least our sudbcoamitiee felt thot Lo
should be. A couple changes nowever, are of & o057~
tive nature. We propose to repecl Ine bd-ycar school
board teros 1n cities of over 125,000 sezulacicn

(whtch is now orly Des Mcines, buf mighi so0zn &iso

include Cecdar Rapids) and proposec =. xing al: schoc!l
boarc eiections for 3-year terzss, i-~ciuding that of
County Boards. Our subcomnmittee fe t that since szonizl
eleciions are now neid &nnlel.v In the merged aress o
the state, there was no logical reacor (such as eccnony.
for having tienniai elections in DJes Moines or for

County Board membership, which are c.rrently also o©-
year terms.
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In a separate bill, provision is made for run-off
elections whera a number of candidates file for one or
two offices and no one receives the required majority

[#]

{(such as might be the case when all candidates run
large.) Mr. Abels informed us that this provision
2 run-off (after the regular election)} generally ccn
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forms with an alternate method for municipel eleccions.

Another point of clarification to avoid voter
confusioa 1s our recommendation that in ali school

corporation elections the polls ciocse at 8 p.m. (Seer

page 8 of draft) Currently some polls close at 7 p

LI

and some at 8 p.m. However, the Board, by resoi.tion,

can change the voting hours.

Basically, the purpose of this scomewhat leungtny

bill drait is to revise and update the statutes relat-
ing to schools by eliminating obsolete provisiovns and

duplications. It is calculated that this biil wil:

shorten the school laws by approximately four thousand

words, without sacrifice of useful content, cuiside of

the substantive changes which I have mention:c.

OQur subcommittee wrote Lo several other education

criented groups in an effort to gat-er acci:iupal
naterial for our deliberarions. Among them wero:

The Iowa Ass'n of School Administrators
The Education Department at *%e L. cf Jloweg
The lowa Ass'nm of Non-Pubiiz Sc.-ec.s.
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The only specific recommenca: :
these groups was that a complete vevcod.fication of uthne
school laws should be done., OQur sc comnitiee wil:
probably give this recommencatior firr:iher thought,
since we hope [O meet at .east on:v rove Jduring th:
early part of the legislative sexs:. n. FPowever, :tiive

ave some strong arguments against ¢h & whoiesa.le
overhaul of our school laws, v%w..:o wial not go ..
at this rime,
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Ovr commirtee secks to b= in ceontaci wi
Co>verrnor's Educetional Alw:,ury Comritte
current.y functioning.,
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Lercy Peterson arctenced part 0i our Lastc meetin
a.d briefed us on the current statur of activities
w.thin the purview of this Governor's committee. He
Stated thal a4 pPprogress report 1s expzoted the early
part of next year, hopefully while w2 are s$zill in
session. AL that time, our committee might wish t2
consider whatever recommendations they might maxe,.

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Walter V. Langland
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