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Progre6s report 0= the School Code Study Subcommittee 

Senators Conklin. McGill. Ollenbur 6 • Orr ane Par~er 

Representatives Brinck, Kehe, KreaQer, Roorda and 
Langland 

"Recodification, clarification a61c repeal of obsolet~ 
code sect.ions relating :'0 Scho.)!s." 

However, the Standing Co~~ittea chairman sugs~steci 
that we not deal with en. 285 on trans?Ortatlon and 
Ch. 280 on Standards. si:'lce special subco~mittees were 
assigned to the6e Greas. 

Since o~r ~e~ting ti~e ~as li~it~~, the co~mi~tee 
deci~ed to initially, at leas~, ~or.c~ncrate or. repea: 
~ o~sc~ete code sectio~s re:G~~~l ~ sc~oo:s, ane t~en 

possibly clarification o~ sections ~ee~ing such. 

11e subco~cittee held three ~~~:'i~g~, as aut~orizec, 
the first being in October 3:'ld the ~~S" t~o in ~ove~~er. 

Leonard Abels, lega~ consult~~t was ~s6igned to ~0:~ 
~ith our s~bcom~i:te~. H~ was with u& at a~: :~re~ 

~eetings a~ci for his a~sis:a~c~ ~e were ~0St grate~~A' 

",·ork. - , 
in :te schoa~ co~e w~ic~ ~i 

,;.,,:,~,~c.~ ~ y~)501e::..:.: ~ _ ;:~ 
~~i:e (~r2~~::V r_v~~~~~ _~ 

~ gro~2 an~, ~~th so~e ~in~r c~a~ges ~~6 ~~a!ti~~s ~~VC 

prese~te~ in :his b~il jrai~. 

~ost of the ::.a:'E:riSA i.r. ~ -i'!"Q:~~ s:-,Ol,,;.,:,c ':>c. 
co~troversial, at leasr our s~~co~=~::ee fe:t t~~: 

s h 0 U 1 c b t;. • A co U? 1 ~ :;:: a n g e 5 (,..:' \oJ e v ~ :-, Iii r E: ..)! G ~~~~-
tive na:ure. We propose to ;-epe&l ~~€: 6-y.::a.r SL~,:'~: 

board ter~s in cities of over 1:5.0~O ~C:~!2~!C~ 

(~h1ch is now o~:y Des ~~!~~S, b~t ~ig~~ soo~ a:s~ 

i~lcl~de C~dzr Rapids) a~d P~O?OS~ =. ~ing ~l: s:;hcc! 
b,Jarc e~ec:tiord. for 3-yf:.?: cer=.s, i' ..:: 1;,;':: i;;,g ::--'2.t 0: 
County Boards. Our SUbCQ=~~tt€2 fe t tha: S:~C2 ~=~~.:: 

~:ectiocs are no~ hel~ ~~~~~l:v in :he ~eried areas ~: 

the ~ta:~. t~er~ ~~s no l~gica: r~d~0~ (such as e=cno~y~ 
for havin~ bi~cnidl ~lcctlons in Jes Xoines or for 
C~unty Board ~~mber~hi? ~h~ch ~re c~rr~~t:y ~ls0 c­
year ter:'!::,. 
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In a separate bill, provision is ~ade ior run-oif 
elections wher~ a number of candidates file for one 0= 

two offices and no one receives the required majority 
(such as might be the case when all candidates run ~: 
large.) Mr. Abels informed uS that this provision !or 
a run-off (after the regular elec~ion) generally CG~­
forms with an alternate method for municipal elec~i0ns. 

Another point of clarification to avoid voter 
confusio~ is our recommendation that in all school 
corporation elections the polls close at 8 p.m. (See 
page 8 of draft) Currently some polls close at 7 p.~. 
and some at 8 p.m. However, the Board, by resol~~ion, 
can change the voting hours. 

Basically, the purpose of this somewhat le~gthy 
bill drait is to revise and update the statutes relat­
ing to schools by eliminating obsolete provisi0~S ane 
duplicat:ons. It is calculatea t~at Lhis ~i~; ~il~ 
shorten the school laws by approxi~ately !o~r t~0asa~J 
words, v1thout sacrifice of useful conte~C:-C~~s~de of 
tbe substantive changes which I have mentioc.~. 

Our subcommittee wrote to several other ~auc~tion 
rriented groups in an effort to gat'er a~~i:i~n~: 
~~terial for our deliberations. Among the~ ~cCC: 

The 
The 

Iowa Ass'n of School hd~i~i~~r3tor~ 
Education Depart~ent at !~:.~ r~ 10~~ 

The Iowa A8s 1 n of Non-Pub11: S( .. ~0_S. 

The on!y specific reco=~en~~:~.:. 0~~dlncd fro~ 

these groups was that a co~plet~ !2~c~.!ic~tio~ o~ ~he 

school laws sh0uld be done. Our s~ <cs~1t:~e ~i!~ 

prohably give this reco~~e~ciation fLr~her though:, 
since we hope to tr.eet at. :f:ast 0:". :~. 1.(,:"" e du!" i:1g r,:-,:; 

e~rly part of the legislative se~Sl.~. Ho~ever, ::~t:e 

a!'"e some strong arguments agai:-~::.~ 51 Cr. n. v;hoJ.esa~e 

overhaul of our school lays, ~:~._:" wi:l ~ot go 
at this time. 

O~r co~~i~tce s~~ks to ~~ i:~ cc~tact with t~c 

C..)verr.o:-'s Ec;.;catio:ial A~·.': -.:':"::-:" CC:':'.;" l: ti::t..: '..,lhlC:; i~ 
c~rrectiy fun~tioning. 

Lercy Peterson attended PQr~ O~ our ias: neeti~~ 
a',c briefed us 0:'. the current stat~t of .lctivlti~5 

w. thin the purview of this Governor's co~mitt~e. HE 
state~ that d progress report is exp~~t~d the early 
part of next year, hopefully while w! arE st.ll _.' 
S t:: S S 1 0 n . At t hat t i rn e, 0 U r co elm itt e e ~ i g h t ... : ish t 0 

consider whatever recommendations they ~ight ma~e. 
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Respectfully s"bmitted, 

lsI Walter V. ~anl:and 


