SUBCOMMITITEE ON RELCCATION GF
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE OFFICES AND LABORATCRIES
OF THhE

AGRICULTURE STANDING COMMITTEE
INTERIM REPORT

On July 22, I was notified that the lowa Legislative
Council had approved a study of the possibie reiocation of tne
Department of Agriculrure Offices and La2boratories into a singile
building as proposed in House File 530.

The Iowa lLegislative Council authorized one joint
Senate-House subcommittee of five members, to meet twice, tO0 make
this study.

This study committee is composed of Senators C.arke and
Keith and Representatives Kruse, Pierson aac mvself. It shtou.d
be noted that Senator Clarke and Representative HKruse are members
of the State Governrment Committees in their respective Houses.
Senator Clarke is also a member of the Capitol Planning Commis-
sion,

It was thought advisable to nave the chairmen of the
subcomzittees on Agricultural appropriations present at the meat-
ings of the study committee on the reliocation of the Depariment
Offices anc Laborastories. These people are Serater Curran and
Representative Shaw.

Coples of the Capitol Plannring Commission's progress
report to the Sixty-third General Assembly were distributed a2t
the first meeting of the study conmmitiee,

]
TS
[l

This report on estimated space requirements, cails
the Department of Agriculture to veacate its divis H

the Capitol Building for the use of elecrive offic
General Assembly. The report also calls for the A
laboratories to vacate their preseant location at E
Court, for Archives' use.
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The Capitol Planning Conmission furrher proposes a new
Agriculture Office and Laboratery building, to
Capitol grounds in the area south of Court Str
Twelfth Street,
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The building was planned for 100,000 scuzre Zeet of
floor space. Since ther new dutiles have bgen zczZed to the
Department of Agriculrure suven as meatl inspection, wOIsture meler
inspection and consumer protection services. fThe “ederal Govera-
ment also requires certain laboratery stancarcs te gualifv for
sone Federal Alds and equipment. Some of the affi.igted prome-
tion groups have indicated a cesire tc be a part oY the Depacli-
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ment of Agriculture, as did the Sheep Association in the last
session.

In view of the projections for the next fifteen vears
it was suggested that the space requirements be updated,

Il received an invitation from the Capitel Planning Com-
mission to attead their December 3 meeting. ACr that meeting, the
Coamission gave unanimous approvai for a somewhat larger building
than proposed,

Mr. Bunker, an architect and a menmber of the Capi*oL
Planning Commission, agreed to attend our next study comnittee
wmeeting arnd answer gquestions in regarcd to the proposed building.

L. B. Liddy, Secretary of the Iowa Department o Agri-
culture, Robert Loungberry, Deputy Secretary, Dorald Booten,
¢nief chermist of the Department of Agriculture, Keunneth Fulk,
Secretary of the Towa State Fair Board, Gail Danielscon, of the
Towa Beef Producers Associlation, Mike Tord of the Towa Swine Pro-
ducers Association, Corywn Hicks of the iowa Horcticuiture Society
Sidney Gross of the lowa Farmers Union, and Sandya Githens,
Kegearch Analyst of the Legislative Service BU“E&J, were present
at the first zeering of the stuly comnmittee. After hearing these
people and after some discussion the followling =—¢otidn was mide
and apprcved by the study coznmittiee:

"That due to the present 12ck of space, tne present

laboratory decentralizgtiorn, acdzinistratiol prob-
ienms resulting from the cdifferent locations of thne
various agencies within the Deparciment, the in-

-

creased consuper demands for protection and cuali-
ity controls, the priority that Agriculture plays
in Iowva's economy, and tc increase the erficiency
and ecoaomy of Lthe Iowa Jepariment of Agriculiure,
that this study cozmittee reconmmends te tnd lLegis-
lature that there 1s neec for ean Agricusture Jffice
and Laboratory 2uilding on the Capitol grounds.

Secretary Liddy was gsxed o estimate th2 spafe refuire
ments for the next fifteern years as reguestec o5y tae Céesiteol
Planning Commission.

Mr, BunkKer was preésent at the second Tedtin? ol e
study cormittee ané outlined scne Of the propesed fedilres Sf
the building., Namely that the Huilding would ke 0: ftone ccn-
struction and nét oore than three stcor.es = i, ¢ cozZopL:-
rent and relate to the Capizftol bHurilding . T Tne SUllinn:
would be cemstructed so that additions could e mite wWitnout
derracting from its appearance. Inat there was an:lé room .r

o

the location to do this anc to pruovide pa




stated that the natural slope would percit a drive-in basement
for heavy equipment, such as weight trucks.

I wrote to sixreen of the leading Agricultural states
asking them if they had Agricultural buildings, how they were
financed, their number of employees, and their space recuirements.
Most of them kad the problem of scattered facilities. Some of
themn had done something about ft. Illinois has approved a
$10,000,000 building, financed by a premium fund which comes from
pari-outuel betting. California has the former Highway Coamis-
sion building, which is quite a buiiding even to an auditorium.
Georgia has the most pretentious building of all, financed by a
legislative eppropriation. Wisconsin has a similar situation.

Most states agreed that the footage for our proposed
building was conservative for the number of employees and the
services reguired.

Presently there are uncommitted funds of $:,337,143.90
in the Departzent of Agriculture trust funcs., The authoricty to
create this fund, and its use, 15 set out in secticon 159.23 of

the Code.

Te date the Interes: ifrom this fund has gone intc the
Gerevral Fund,.

There have beern reversicns frcm the Depariment of Agri-
culture to the General Fund of several miilliorn doliliars in past
years. The latest reversion was $930,000 in Octioter., S¢ thne
Iowa Departcent ¢f Agriculture Is not a predigal sot or poor
relation.

There is some va.:d argument that inspection fces
should be used only for laboratiory eguipmens. Howevear Legisas-
tive appropriations and/or revenue bDoncs financec Sy fees or
services are possibie ueans of fimancing aa Agricu.iuTels Tux.CLoa.

Senate File 337, passed in ne last session, save thna
Board of Regents authority to estabiish fees and ¢rnarges, to
issue revenuve bonds payable soiely from such fees snu charges,
and to refund bonds from these fees and ¢rarges, 10 coastruzt anc
egulp academic 2pd administrative bullidings It s aisc thre
intent that revenue boncés suLpplilement a2nd ROT sLpPpiént appreoria-
tions. So there 1s a prececdent estadbiished.

A motion was made thatl the Director of the Legisiative
Service Bureau, Serge H. Garrlson, sresent ail f-e Teeting, draw a
rough araft of a d41il following some c¢f the prnceldiYes outli.rec
in dHouse File 530 and the desires cf the studvy conritzes nertain-
ing to an Agriculture building. Moticn carried un:inimousily




The committee agreed t. review the bill when the Legis-
lature reconvenes.

Respectfully submitted,

REPRESENTATIVE CHARLES F. STROTHMAN
Subcommittee Chairman




