
SVBCOXXIIIEE O~ RELOCATIO~ OF 

DEPARTME~I OF AGRICULrURE OFFICES A~D LABORATORIES 

OF THE 

AGRICVLIURE SIAKDISG CO~~I!TEE 

I~TERIM REPORT 

On July 22, I was notified tr.~t tie lo~a ~egislatlve 

Council had ap?roved a study of the possible relocatio~ of th~ 

Departoent of Agriculture Offices and ~aboratories into a sin~le 
building as proposed in House File 530. 

The Iowa Legislative Council authorized o~e joint 
Senate-House subcommittee of five ~em~ers, LO ~eet twice, to make 
this study. 

This study com~ittee is co~poseci of Senators C:arke and 
Keith and Representatives Kruse, Pierson ~~~ ~yself. It shou~ci 

be noted that Senator Clarke and Represer.~ative Kruse are ~e~oers 
of the State Govern~ent Co~~ittees in their res?ective Hous£s. 
Senator Clarke is also ~ me~ber of the Capitol Plan~ing Cocmis­
Slon. 

It was ttaught advisable to have the chair~e~ of tte 
subco~=ittees on Agricultural appropriations present at the ~eet­

ings or the study co~~ittee on the reloca~ion of t1€ De?ar~~e~t 
Offices ane Laboratories. These people are 5e~atcr Curra~ a~G 
Representative Sha~. 

Copies of the Capitol Pla~ning Co~~issio~'s progress 
report to the Sixty-third General Assenbly ~ere distrib~:eci at 
the first ~eeCin6 of the study co~~it~ee. 

This report on es~~:ated spac~ teGuira:,~~:s) eails f~~ 
the De?art~ent of Ag:icu:ture co vacate its ~ivisi0~ o!flces ~­

t~e Capitol Building for the use of elective offi~ials 3nd th~ 

General Assembly. The report also calls for t~e Agricu:ture 
laboratories to vacat~ their prese~t locatio~ at E~~t Seventh a~c 

Court, for Archives t use. 

The Capitol ?lanni~g Con~issio~ furrher proposes a ne~ 

Agriculture Office and Laboratory building, to be locatee o~ :~e 

Capitol grounds in the area south of COurt Stre~: a~d e~st of 
Twelfth Street. 

The building ~as planned for 100,OeO sC;care :ee, 0: 
floor space. Since the~ new duties have b~en ~c;~d to :~~ 

Depa~t~ent of AgT1cult~Te s~tt as ~~~~ i~~?ect~o~. ~.~O:3tur~ ~~t~r 

inspection a~d consucer ?rotectio~ S~IVlces. :h~ ~ed~ral GCV(~~­
~e~~ also req~ires cert8i~ labcratcry stac~ar~s to (iU~li!y ~~r 

so~e Federal Aics and equipment. So~e ~f ~~~ af~l.~~~~C ?r~~c­

tion grou?s have 1nd1ca~ed a ~eslre :0 b~ a ?~rt 0:: t~e ~~?a::-

-6-



men~ of Agricul~ure, as did ~he Sheep Association in the last 
session. 

In view of ~he prOjectiOns for the next fiftee~ years 
it uas sugges~ed that the space reGuire~ents be updated. 

I received an invitation froo the Ca?1tcl Plan~ing Co~­
cission to atte~d their December 3 meeting. At :hat meeting, the 
CO~wiss10n gave unan!cous approva~ for a so~e~hat iarger build1ng 
than proposed. 

Mr. Bunker, an archi~ect and a Qe~ber of thd Capitol 
Planning Com~ission, agreed to attend our next study co~~ittee 
meeting and answer ques:ions in regard to the proposed building. 

L. B. Liddy, Secretary of the lo.:a Depar::nent of Agri­
culture, Robert Lounsberry. Depu~y Secretary, Donald Boo~en. 
chief che~ist of the Department of Agriculture, K~~~eth Ful~. 

Secretary of tee Iowa State Fair Board, Gall Ja~ielson, of the 
Iowa Beef Prorluce~s Association, Xike ?or~ of the Iowa S~i&e Pro­
ducers Associa~ion, Corywn Hic~$ of :he Iowa ~or:!cult~re Society, 
Sidney Gross of the Iowa Far~ers Union, and Sa~dta Cit~ens, 

Research Analyst of the Legislat:ve Service Burea~. were prese~: 
at :te first ~eet1ng of the stu~y co~~~ttee. Aft~r hea~:n? t~ese 

peo~2.e a~d sfte: some disc~s5ion t~e foilo~~n; =~:i~~ w~s ~~~~ 

and ay?rcv~d by tee study co~~it~ee: 

"T~a:. d\.:.e to the ?resen:' J.ack of s?ac€., the pre5~!1:' 
laboraco:y decentra~iz~t~o~, a~~inis:.ratlO!1 ?rob­
lees resulting fro~ the ciffart~c locati~Gs of the 
various agencies ~ithin t~e ~e?ar:~e~t, ~te i~­

creased consucer de~ands for protection o~d q~a~­

ity controls, the priority tndt Agricul:ur~ ploys 
in Io~·&'s econo~y, and to 1n~:ease t~e e~flcie~cy 

and ecoao~y of the Iowa Je?dr:~~nt of Ag=~cu::~re, 
that this s~udy co=~itt~e reco~=~n~s tc :~~ ~E~~S­

la~ure tha: th~re is cee~ f~~ an A~r!;~::~re ~iif~c~ 

and !..aboratory Eui lci1ng or. t~e Capito':' g:-0·~:,.C3. II 

Secretary Liddy was as~e~ 
~ents for the next fifteen years as 
Planning Co~~1s~io~. 

re<1~esc~~ '~y :".i~ 

Xr. Bunker ~as ~resent dt t~e s~co~t ~ee:~LZ o~ ~~~ 

study CO~=l~:ee and o~:!in~~ sc~e of t~G ~r0?~5~~ ~~d:_~e~ ~f 

the building. ~a~ely t~a: the ~uildinl ~o~~~ h£ 0: ~:o~~ ~c~­

strcction and nCt ~ore th~n :~ree stcr~e3 ~~ ~~~;~~~, :c C~=?::­
~en~ a~ci relate ~o ~he Capi~o: ~ci16~~g. Aiso ::.~: ;~~ ~~~:~~~~ 

would be cc~str~c:ed so t~at adci~ti0~S COL:~ ~~ ~~L~ ~:it~o~t 

detracting fro~ its ap?eara~c~. :~~: :~~ete ~~~ d~I;:e roo~ :~ 

the location to do thib and to ?r0vid~ ?d~ki~g S?~~~. ~£ ~:sc 
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stated that the ~atural slope would per~it a drive-in oase~er.t 
for heavy equip~ent, such as weight trucks. 

I wrote to sixteen of the leadi~g Agricultural stat~s 
asking them if they had Agricultural ouildings, hOw they were 
financed, their nu~ber of employees, and their space require~ects. 
M06t of thee tad the problem of scattered facilities. Some of 
the~ had done socething about it. Illinois has a?provec a 
SlO,OOO,OOO building, financed by a pre~iur. fu~c which comes iro~ 
pari-~utuel betting. California has the for~er Highway CO~~lS­

sion building, which is Guite a building even to an auditorium. 
Georgia has the most pretentious building of all, financed by a 
legislative appropriation. Wi5cousin ha6 a sir.ilar situation. 

Most states agreed tha: the footage for our ?ropos~d 
b~ilding was Con6ervative for the number of employees and :he 
services req~ired. 

Presently there are uncor.=itted f~~ds o! $~,l37,143.9D 
in ~he Depart~ent of Agriculture t:~s: fun~s. T~~ authority :0 
create this fund, and its use, is set out i~ section 159.23 of 
the Code. 

To date 
Ger.e!"al Fund. 

t~e l~teres~ iro~ fu:-.~ :-.,as t :-. e 

lnere have b~ec revers ices frc~ the ~e?ar~~e~t of Ag~i­
culture to t~e General Fu~d of seve~~l ~i~:io~ do}l~rs ~~ p~st 

years. Th~ lat~st reversion was $~CO,000 i~ Octoter. So t~e 

Io~a Depart~ent of Agric~lture :s not ~ ?~Cd!b~: so~ or ?oor 
relation. 

Jnere is so~e va::d argu~e~t that i~s?ect~o~ ~ees 

should be used only for labor~:ory eq~i?~e~:. H~~~v~r ~26i~la­

tive app:o?riatio~s a~d!or rev~~ue ~occs ~i~~~c~~ ~j fees ~~ 

services are possib:e ~&ans of fin~~c~~; a~ Ag:i~~~:~7a~ :al~c_~~. 

Senate File 337, passed i~ :~~ las: sess~~~, ~ave t~~ 

Board of Regents author~~y ~o es:abiis~ f~es ~n~ c~~ries, tc 
issue reven~e bends payable so:ely frc~ ~u~~ iee& d~6 ct~r~e~, 

and to refund bonds fro~ these fees ~n~ c~arge~) :0 CC~5tr~;: a~c 
eGuip acade~ic ~nd adQi~istrative bui~~~~;s. 1~:5 ~~sc t~e 

intent that revenue bon~s s~?p1e~e~t an~ not sL??l~~: a??~c?~ia­
tions. So there is a prececent es~~biis~ej. 

A ~otion was ~ade th~t th~ ~:~e~:~: o! t:~ L~~ls:d:ive 

Service Bureau, Serge H. Garrlso~, ~re5e~: a: :~e ~e~t~~g. dra~ ~ 

ro~gh draft of a bill following so~e cf t~e ?~0(e~;:cs O~:~~~~~ 

in House File SIO and the d~si=~s gf t~a st~~v CC~':::e~ ?~rt.ic­

ing to an Agriculture bc!ldlng. ~otion ca=:ie~ u~!~i~ous~y. 
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The co~mittee agreed Lv (~vie~ the bill when the Legis­
lature reconvenes. 

Respectfully submitted, 

REPRESEKTAIIVE CHARLES F. STR01HXA~ 
Subcommittee Chairman 
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