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AUTHORIZATION AND APPOINTMENT 

The Compulsory School Attendance Interim Study Committee was 
formed by the Legislative Council of the 72nd General Assembly for 
the 1988 interim period. The study of the compulsory school 
attendance provisions contained in chapter 299 of the Code was the 
result of the passage and subsequent enactment of H.f. 650 during 
the 1988 Session of the 72nd General Assembly. 

The Committee 
attendance law 
instruction, and 

was charged with studying Iowa's compulsory school 
and related issues, including truancy, equivalent 
alternative schooling. 

Members appointed and serving on the Committee were: 

Senator Tom Mann, Co-chairperson 
Representative Tom Swartz, Co-chairperson 
Senator Patrick Deluhery 
Senator William W. Dieleman 
Senator Wilmer Rensink 
Senator Ray Taylor 
Representative Clifford Branstad 
Representative Dennis Cohoon 
Representative Virgil Corey 
Representative Tom Jochum 

MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE 

The Committee was authorized by the Legislative Council to hold 
two meetings. The first meeting of the Committee took place on 
Friday, September 30, 1988, in Room 22 of the State House in Des 
Moines, Iowa. The second and final meeting of the Committee was 
held on Tuesday, December 20, 1988, in Room 22 of the State House 
in Des Moines, Iowa. Both meetings were open to the public and 
were attended by members of the Legislative Service and Fiscal 
Bureaus, caucus staff, representatives of various interest groups, 
the press, and other interested persons. Minutes were taken of 
both meetings and are on file with the Legislative Service Bureau. 
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SEPTEM3£R 30, 1988, MEETING 

At i~s first meeting the Committee heard from persons ~rom 
various parts of the country, on the various :ssues tha~ are 
involved with or inhere in the subjects of home and alternative 
schooling and a Danel of three Iowa attendance ofE:cers on the 
subject of truancy.' The persons, their organizationa: aff:l:at~o~, 
and topics of presentation are as follows: 

1. Mr. Roger Stephon, Human and Civil Rights Division, Nationa" 
Education Association. Mr. Stephon discussed his association's 
position regarding the use of certificated instructors in 
alternative or equivalent instruction. He also discussed the 
traditional and historical justifications and development of the 
certification requirements for both public and nonpubllc 
instructors. 

2. Dr. Samuel peavy, Professor Emeritus, University of 
Kentucky. Dr. Peavy is an instructor in the University of 
Kentucky'S School of Education. He discussed his experiences with 
the rise of the certification requirement and the "home school" 
movement. He also discussed his perceptions and research of the 
progress of the home schooled student. 

3. Ms. Patricia Lines, Research Analyst and Legal Counsel. Ms. 
~ines is a research analyst in the U.S. Department of Education and 
a former research staff person at the Education Commission of the 
States. Ms. Lines generally discussed the provisions of the 
various states relating to the subject of home schooling, 
estimations of the numbers of students involved, statistics 
relating to success rates of students participating in home school 
programs, and the types of programs available in various home 
school environments. 

4. Mr. Mark Weston, National Conference of State Legislatures. 
Mr. Weston discussed various systems and statutes used in the ~ifty 
states in the area of horne schooling. He discussed the number of 
states using some form of student achievement testing, curricular 
packages, and instructional assistance programs and the various 
Legal and practical problems encountered by other states In 
drafting statutes to accommodate the interests involved in the home 
school issue. 

5. Mr. Gus Steinhilber, General Legal Counsel, National School 
Board Association. Mr. Steinhilber discussed various court 
opinions relating to the home SChool issue. He noted that the 
opinions reflected a singular trend toward the recognition of a 
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superior state 
~pbringing of 
~ole in the 
that state's 
~egulations. 

interest in directing the quality of the educationa: 
future members of society. He also discussed his 

development of ~he New York regulations relat:ng :0 
home school program and the content of ~hose 

6. ~s. ~oan ~osel, Cedar Rapids Attendance Officer; ~s. Cheryl 
Huisman, Sioux City Attendance Officer; Mr. Gene Taylor, Davenport 
Attendance Officer. All of the attendance officers discussed the:r 
experiences and some of the difficulties they have encountered in 
the practical and legal application of past and present truancy 
laws. All of these presenters noted that the removal of crimina: 
penalties from the compUlsory attendance provisions has had t~e 
effect of removing their most effective deterrent mechanism in 
dealing with truants and their families. They also expressed the 
opinion that whether a violator of those penalties should be 
subject to incarceration should be left to the courts. Ms. Mosel 
expressed the need for involvement of the Department of Hu~an 
Services in many of the truancy cases. Mr. Taylor expressed the 
concern that children who are not immunized or have head lice are 
legally allowed to be absent from schOOL. He also noted it was 
unclear whether the use of the term "custodian" in H.F. 650 applies 
to a person who is not a legal custodian. Ms. Huisman mentioned 
that, in the past, her most effective deterrent for preventing 
continued absences from school was the use of a suspended sentence 
and probation. 

At the 
information 
be prepared 

close of the presentations the Committee discussed the 
that had been provided and requested that bill drafts 

for the next meeting. 

DECEMBER 20, 1988, MEETING 

At the second and final meeting of the Committee, the members 
heard from various representatives of local interest groups and, in 
the afternoon, discussed four bill proposals relating to the issues 
of home schooling and truancy. The presenters to the Committee, 
their organizational affiliation, and summary of their 
presentations are as follows: 

1. Mr. Will Lynch, Home School Association. Mr. Lynch 
discussed an outline of a proposal for a home school compromise 
that had been worked out with his constituents. He also discussed 
the provisions of one of the bill draft proposals that was based on 
his constituent outline. 

2. Ms. Jan Reinicke, Iowa State Education Association. Ms. 
Reinicke discussed her Association's position regarding ~se 0: 
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certificated teachers in home instruction programs. She stressed 
the need cO retain the certification and equivalency language in 
Code to ensure quality and professionalism in instruction, 
regardless oE context. 

3. ~r. ?hillip ~unshee, Iowa Association of School 30ards. Mr. 
Dunshee stressed his Association's belief that all students In rowa 
should receive equivalent instruction from a licensed teacher. He 
also mentioned current enforcement oroblems in the state's truancy 
prOvisions as a result oE the provisions in H.F. 650, and discussed 
a questionnaire that would be distributed to his Association's 
members on that subject. 

The Committee took up and discussed two of the bill draft 
proposals, the bill prOposed by the Home School Association and t~e 
bill draft relating to truancy that had been developed by Co­
chairperson Swartz. 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECO~~ENOATIONS 

The Committee considered two of the bill draft proposals and 
voted on the Home School Association bill proposal, LSB 1417Sr. 
The bill failed to obtain the votes needed to obtain Committee 
endorsement. There were insufficient members to vote on any other 
bill drafts. The Committee did not make any other recommendations. 
Copies of the bill drafts considered are attached to this report. 

compfinal,1l90ic 
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APPEND!X 

Legislative Bill Proposals 

Attached are copies of the :our legislative bill prGPosa~s 
that were drafted for the Study Corrmittee by the Legi5~at~ve 
Service Bureau. The four drafts were distributed to the Study 
Committee members. The "Conclusions and Recom.'llendations" portio:1 
of the Final Report summarizes Committee action on the bill 
proposals. 



LISTING OF LEGISLATIVE B!LL DRAFTS 

LSB 1l16SI -- An Act permitting private instruction by parents, 
guardians, and other defined persons and providing Eor 
remediation, reporting, private instruction assistance by publ~c 
schools, dual enrollment, curriculum specifica~ions, testing 
mechanisms, and supervision by the depart~er.t of educat:on; 
denying tax exemption for private instruction sites, denying 
certification to an instructor not otherwise certificated, and 
providing a penalty. 

LSB 1117H1 An Act relating to the compulsory attendance and 
truancy laws and providing penalties. 

LSB l4l7SI -- An Act relating to private and home education and 
providing a penalty. 

LSB 1437H1 An Act relating to compulsory attendance and 
providing penalties. 
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S.? a.f. 

Sectlon:. Section 232.53. su~sec:ion •• pa:agrap~ o. Co~e 

2 1989. is amended :0 read as ~ollows: 

3 b. =¥e~y ~ selE-employed social wor~er. e¥e~y sociaL 
4 wcrke: 'Jndec ~he jurisdiction oE the depart~e~t of h~~a~ 

5 services. e~7 social worker emp~oyed by a public or pr~va:e 
6 agency or institution, publ~c or private health care ~aciL~:y 

7 as cefined in section 135C.i. certified psyc~ologis:. 

8 certlficated school e~ployee. instructor u~der section 299A.5, 

9 employee or operator of a licensed child care center. e~ 

10 registered group day care home. or registered family day care 

11 home. i~dividual licensee under chap:er 237. member oE the 

12 staff of a mental health center. peace officer. dental 

13 hygienist. counselor. paramedic. or mental health 

14 professional, who, in the course of employment or in providing 

15 child foster care, examines, attends, counsels, or treats a 

16 chi:d and reasonably believes a child has suffered abuse. 

17 Sec. 2. Section 256.9, Code 1989. is amended by addi~g t~e 

18 following new subsection: 

19 NEW S~BSECT!ON. 35. Coordinate. supervise. and reco~~e~d 

20 r~les for adopt~on by the state board of education as 

21 necessary for the administration of private instruct~on ~~der 

22 chapter 299A. 

23 Sec. 3. Section 273.2. subsection 4. Code :989, :s amended 

24 to read as follows: 

25 4. Auxiliary services for nonpublic school pupils as 

26 provided in section 256.12 and chapter 299A. However.:c 

27 auxiliary services are providedL their funding shal: be based 

28 on the type of service provided. 

29 Sec. 4. Section 279.10, subsection I, Code 1989. is 

30 amended to read as follows: 

31 1. The school year shall begin on the first day of July 

32 and each regalar:y established elementary and secondary schoo: 

33 sha:: begin no soo~er than a day during the calendar wee~ ~n 

34 wh~ch the first day of September falls but no later than ~~e 

35 f~r~~-Mond8,-~n-Seeem~er September 15. Schoo~ shall cc~:in~e 
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5.:. :1.? 

2 suosec::or. 3, and may be rnai~tai~ed d~~ing tr.e e~:~:e caLe~ca~ 

3 yea,. A school corporat~on may begi~ emp:oy~e~: of pe~5cr.~e: 

4 Eor i~-service :raini~g and development purpcses before t~e 

5 date ~o begi~ eiemen~ary and secondary school. 

6 Sec. 5. 

i is amended 

Section 280.3. unnumbered paragraph 

to read as Eol:ows: 

8 The board o~ directors oE each pub:ic school dis:rice and 

9 :he a~thorit~es in charge ot each nonpublic school sha:: 

10 presc:ibe the mi~imum ed~cational program and the attenda~ce 

11 001lcy fer :he schools under their jurisdictions. The ~in~~u~ 

:2 educational program shall be the curriculum se: Eor:h in 

13 section 256.11. except as otherwise provided by law. The 

14 board of d~rectors of a public school district s~a:l not a::cw 

i5 discr~mination in any educational program on the basis o~ 

:6 race. color. creed. sex. marital status or place 0: na:!ona: 

17 o=~gi~. 

:8 Sec. 5. Section 299.1. Code 1989. is amended :0 read as 

:9 :ollows: 

20 299.: ATTE~DA~CE REQUIREMENTS. 

21 The parent. guardian. or legal or actual cus:odian of a 

22 child who ~5-o~e~-5e~e~ has reached the age of s~x and is 

23 under ~±x~ee~ eighteen years of age by September 15. in prope: 

24 physical a~d ~ental condition to attend school. shall en~o:~ 

2S ~~~-~~~~~ be resnc~s~ble E0~ ~~e c~i:d'S attendar.ce :~ some 

25 p~blic schoo~. co~~enclng as provided under section 279.~0. 

27 ~~e-~oe~d-~eY7-ey-~e~e:tl~~On7-~e~tli~e-a~tenda"ee-±n-e~e 

28 ~tlo±~e-5ehoei5-te~-~~e-e"t±~e-t±~e-~~en-e~e-5e~oe±~-a~e-rn 

29 5e5~ren-±n-e~y-~ehee±-yea~~ 

30 ~-eht=~-s~a%±-at~end-a"-aee~edi~ed-er-a~p~o~ed-,e~oo±- tor 

3~ ae-±ease-one-~tlnd~ed-twenty-day~-eae~-5eheo±-yeer~--~~e 

32 ~e~tl±~e~en~-~~a%±-be-met-ey-atte~denee-fe~-ae-±eest-th±~ty 

33 de73-e~e~-~~~oe~-q~e~~e~T-o~-e-~~~±~e~-d~~tt~o~~~e~-eE 

34 .~~~~~g-ee-~~--M~~A-~-.'ne-.e~ee~-we-~-a~ .... ~ .. _..... -- .... - .. J ........ y- _ ~ ,1 -.1 0. ... 

3S 
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S.F. H.P. 

~ ~q~~ve:e~~-~~~~~~~~~e~-ey-~-ee~~~e~ee-~eee~e~-e±~e~~e~ e7 

2 T~e ~~~6e: of days of recuired sCheol a::e~da~ce 3~al: be 
3 5e~ by the board 0: directors of a o~blic school distr:c: or 

~ :ne govero:~a oody of an accred:ced nor-public schoo: ir ~~e 

5 sChoo:'s attendance policy. 
6 Sec. I. Sec::on 299.2, s~bsections 1 and 2, Code 1ge9, are 

7 a~ended to read as fo:lows: 
8 1. Whe-i5-e~e~-ehe-age-e£-fe~~tee~-and-i5-~e9~~a~~7 

9 e~~~eyed Mho :5 attending private instruction under cnapter 

10 299A. 

11 2. Whose educational qualifications are equal to those of 

12 pupi:s who have completed the ei9heh twelfth grade. 

:3 Sec. 8. Section 299.3, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

:4 Eo:lows: 

1S 299.3 REPORTS FROM PR:VATE SCHOO~S. 

15 wiehin-een-daY5-f~em-teee±~~-ef-noeiee-f~e~-e"e-5eeteeaty 

17 of-ehe-5ehoei-di5etiee-wiehin-whieh-a~y-~ti~a~e-!ehoei -i! 

:8 eendaeeed On or before the third Friday in September, the 

:~ principa: ef !ach a private school Shall, once duri~g each 

20 sChoe: year, and at any t:~e when requested in ind:vidual 

2~ cases, E:.:rnish to 5aei'! the secretary, of t.he school district 

22 :~ which the private school is located, a certificate and 

23 report in duplicate of the names, ages, and number of days 
24 actendance of each pupil of such SChool ovet-seve~ who has 

2S ~ea~hed t~e ace of six a~d is under s~~eee" eiohtee~ years 0: 
26 age, the course of study pursued by each such child, the ~ex~s 

27 Jsec 1 and the ~ames of the teachers, during the preced~ng year 

28 a~d from the time of the last preceding report to the time at 

29 ~~~ch a report is required. The secretary Shall retain one 0: 

30 t0e reports and file the other with the secretary of t.he area 

3i ec~cation agency. 

32 Sec. 9. Section 299.4, Code 1989, lS amended to read as 
33 fclic<o!s: 

3~ 299.4 RS?OR7S AS TO l?R:\':ATE INS7R(JCTIOr-.:. 

3) The pa=enc, guard:a~, or legal or actual custcd.an 0: a 

-3-



5.:. H.:. 

2 s~x ar.c :5 :.lnce: ~~xtet!!"t e:.gr:ceen years 0: age, who p:a;:es :::e 

3 c~::d ~~ce: ~rivate i~st:uc~icn7-~ee-±~-~~-a~e~ed~~ee-~~ 

7 SeDter.lOe:". ~~e secretary s~all :etain a~d Eile one copy a~d 

8 forward ~he other copy to the dist:ict's area educatio~ 

9 age~cy. The report sha:l state the ~ame and a~e birt~ date o~ 

10 the child, the period of ti~e during the calendar yea: :n 

11 ~hich the chi:d has been or ~ill be under private 
. . 
l~S::~\..4Ct:.tj~ 

:2 Eo~-~he-~e~eot-yea~, the location oE the i~struction, an 

13 outli~e of the course oE stJdy, texts used, and the ~aree and 

14 address of the child's parent, guardia~, or custodian, and the 

15 name oE the i~structor. ~he-te~~_aoat%%ne-ef-eoa~!e-of-~~ad7a 

16 !nat%-%netade7-bat-%~-not-t±m±ted-to7-!abjee~!-ee~e~ed7-~ee~~7 

:7 ~e~~on-ptan~7-and-t±~e-~pent-on-the-a~ee~-of-~tadY7 

18 A :ire ~arshal's reoo:: approving the instruction site is 

19 ~uired to be tiled by an instructor, a:: the same t:~e as :~e 

20 reDort, i~ the instruction is provided under sectio:' 299A.5. 

2~ A new :i:e marshal's report is required any time the 

22 instruction site changes. 

23 A notice oE intent to place or continue a child under 

24 private instr~cLion shall be Eiled by the parent, guardian, or 

25 :~ca~ cr ac~~a: custod~a~ wi~h the a~ea ed~cati~~ 

26 ~ove~ber 1 oE the year preceding the school vear :n which :~e 

27 ch~:d is to be privately inst:ucted. IE the carent, gua:d~a~1 

28 or :eqal or actual custodia~ intends to enroll the cni~d .n 
29 prograxs offered under sections 299A.8 or 299A.9, a notice 

30 shall be filed with the secretary oE the school district bv 

31 September 30 oE the preceding school year. The noti.ces 0: 
32 l:u:er;t sha:i contain the name and birth date oE the chi~d a!"'.c 

33 the :;a~.e and address of the oarent, guardian, or legal or 

34 ac:~a: c~s~odLa~ o~ ::-.e ch:ld. Failure to 

35 repo~:s and nctLces on the da:es soecified sha,-l not De a oa: 

-4-



S. F. 

:~ olacinc a ch~:d ~~de: o:ivate i~st=~c:~on if :he ~a=en:, 

2 9~a~~!an, or :ecal =r actua: custodian has ob:ai~ed a ~alver 

3 f:o~ ~~e ~oa~d oE :~e ~ocal school d~stric:. A waive~ 
4 obtai~ed from :~e board does not waive t~E obligation o~ :~e 

5 ~are~:, quardiar., or legal or actual c~s:odian to f:le ~~e 
_ ~epc::s a~d ~o:ices. A parent, guardian, or legal or ac:uai 

7 cus~cdian may aoceal a de~ial of a waiver under chacter 290. 

8 Sec. 10. Section 299.5, Code 1989, is amended to read as 
9 E:::L.ows: 

10 299.5 PROOF OF MENTAL OR PHYSICAL CONDITION. 

-" The parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a 
12 chi:d who ~s-eve~-seven has reached the age of six and is 

"3 ~nder s~xteen eighteen years of age by September 15, w~c is 

14 physically or mentally unable to attend school, shal~ :urnis~ 

15 ~~eoEs-by-8EEie8~~e proof by certificate under sections 281.6 

16 a~d 281.7 as to the physical or mental condition of the child. 

l7 Sec. 11. Section 299.6, Code 1989, is amended to reac as 
18 Eoi:o\ols: 

:9 299.6 V:OLA':'IONS -- CO/·t"lUNITY SERVICE IN LIEU OF :!N:: OR 
20 :~?R!SONMENT. 

21 Any person who s~e~i-~io~8te violates any of the provisions 

22 0: sections 299.1 ~o through 299.57-~~e~~si~e7 shal: 

23 conviction of a first offense be guilty of a simple 

24 misdemeanor L e~e punishable by imprisonment of UP to 

\Joon 
~ 

~en days, 
2S ~~~c~ ~av be s~soended, or a fine of uo to one hu~dred 

26 dollars, or the court S~8~~ may order the person to perform 

27 ~o: more than forty hours of unpaid community service ins~ead 
28 of any fine or imprisonment. 

29 A second offense conviction is a serious misdemeanor, 
30 punishable by imprisonment for up to twenty days, ~hich may oe 

3: suspended, or a fine of up to five ~undred dollars, or bot~ 

32 fine and imprison~ent, or the court may order the person to 

33 oerEo:m unpa:d community service instead of a fine or 
3..t !.~pc :sor.rne::t. 

35 A third or s~bseq~e~: offense conviction is a serlOUS 

-5-



s. r. H.F. 

!. 1\.:. ~ce:!lea~,::)= o~:-,.is~ab:e OV :':no~ :'sor.rr.en,: Eor 'JO :0 ..... ; .. p •• ca',' ~ , ~ ...... a ~ -i . 
2 wr.~C!1 ~a'l be 5i....:SDenced, or a ei~e cf 'JE to one thousand 

3 do:!a~sf ~r bct~ ~i~e a~d i~priscnmen:, or the co~r~ xav o:der 

4 t!1e oerson to :Jer:or:n unpaid commun;:y seev:'ce :"ns':ead 

:po~ a :hi:d or subsec~e~t offense 
6 convictio~, ~he county a::c:~ey shal: i~ves:icate :~e C~~:~'3 

; ~c~a~tendance and file a oeti:icn ~nder sec~ion 232.87 
a child in need 0: assis,ance. 

9 oarent, guardian, or legal or act~al custcdian who has ~aoe a 

:0 GOOO Eaith effort to ensure a child's attendance shal!. no: be 

11 crL:n:r:allv liable under t!1is chapter. 

Sec. 12. :-lEW SEC~ION. 299A.l DECLARATION OF ?O~rCY. 

:3 !t is the policy of the state to promote the state's in-

14 terest in ar.d the parent's or guardian's responsibility :oe 
15 providing the degree of education necessary for the children 

16 who reside in this state to participate effectively and 

17 inte:ligently in our open political system and to becoT.e se::-

18 reliant and self-sufficient members of society. Therefore, 

:9 15 the :'nten: 0: the general asse~bly to provide parents or 

20 g~ardians and their children wi:h a broad range of ed~caticna: 

2: alte:na:ives sc that these objectives ca~ be accomplished. 

22 Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 299A.2 PURPOSE. 

23 NOtwithstanding any conf:icting prOviSions of Chapters 280. 

24 282, an~ 299, a parent or guardian of ~ child may place the 

25 

27 

Sec. :4. NEW SECTION. 

As used in this cha~_c 

28 :equi::es: 

233A.3 DEr:NI~IONS. 

_~ss the context otherwise 

29 1. "Private instruc~ion" means an educational prcg:a~ 

30 prov:ced Eoe one or more students ~ho have reached :he age 0: 
31 SlX but are under eighteen years of age i~ a setting othe~ 

32 than a schecl setting. 

33 2. "Instruc:or" means a person ot~er than a pare~: ~. 

34 g~a:dian wtc has been give~ co~::o: o~ a ct~ld Eo: :h~ o-_~~:=~ 

35 ~f ed~ca~~ng t~e chi:d a~d ~ho possesses at :ea3t a bd~~~~::'s 
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5 . E' • ::. . : . 

degree ~!O~ an accredited cc:lege or ~~iversity. 
2 3. "P~blic scheel" means a school directly suppcr:ed ~~ 

J wnole or :~ part by taxation and accredited by the state board 

4 of educat:'on pursuant to sec' ion 256.:1. 

5 "Board" ~eans the board of direc:ors o~ the local 

6 sc~col distric~. 

5. "~ocal school district" means the school district o~ 

8 the child's residency. 

9 6. "Academic progress" means academic growth or develcp-

:0 ment equal to a composite score reflecting growth of ::ve 

11 grade equivalent points, as evidenced by the child's scores on 

:2 nationally standardized tests which have been administered 

13 either by the area education agency or under conditions 

14 mutually acceptable to the board and the parent or lesal 

:5 suardian. 

16 7. "Dual enrollment" means the enrollment of a ch:ld, who 

17 is otherwise receiving private instruction, in one pub:ic 

18 schoo:, in subjects, courses, or programs not available to the 

19 child otherwise. Dual enrollment does not mean private 

20 instruction assistance under section 299A.8. 

21. Sec. : S . NEW SECT:ON. 299A.4 PR!VATE :NSTR~Ct:ON 

22 PROV:DED 3'{ PARENT OR GUARD:AN. 

23 .i. • Before the first year that a child is placed under 

2~ private instruction by a parent or guardian, the parent or 

26 local school district with the following information: 

27 a. Evidence that the parent or guardian engaging in the 

28 private instruction possesses a high school diploma or the 

29 equivalent under chapter 259A. 

30 b. Evidence of requlred ~mmunizations of the child. 

31 c. ~vidence that an initial screenins, and subsequent 

32 evaluation if requi:ed, and perEocmed in the manner presc:ioed 

33 oy a:ea e-:bca':i0n agency personnel., 1S 1n progress ac has :::ee~ 

3~ c~~?~e:e~ by :~~~ ~ of ~he year be~ore p:ace~e~:, Eo~ V1S~~~, 

3S ~ea:i~g, s~e~c~, a~d mctor s~i:ls and :0 dete:~i~e e:igit.~::~ 
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~ ~c: specia: educa:~cn se:~~ces. 

2 rece~ved a waiver ~rom :he ooard ~or the ~~l:ng :equ~rement. 

3 the a:ea ed~cation age~cy sha:: pe~fo:~ :~e ~nitial sc:ee~~~q, 

4 and s~~seq~ent evaluation. if requ~red. in a timely manner. 

S 7he screening or evaluat~on may be performed by a person wno 

6 ~s not employed by the area education agency if the person tas 

7 been 3pproved by the department of education and the paren: 0: 

8 g~ard~an pays for the screening or evaluat~on. 

9 ( 1 ) :f the screening showed the presence of a vision. 

10 hearing. speech. or motor skills impairment, the parent or 

:1 guardia~ must show evidence that app:opriate services have 

12 been requested of area education agency personnel or that 

:3 equivalent services. approved by the depar:ment of educa::on. 

14 ':i:: be provided at the parent's or guardian's expense. 

:5 (2) If the screen~ng or eval~ation shows a need for 

16 specia~ education services requiring removal of the chi:d ::cm 

17 the regular educationa~ environment, a parent or guardian 

:8 s~al: ~ot ~lace the child under private instruction ur.der t~!S 

19 sec::cn without the approval of the special education director 

20 of the area education agency 1n accordance with the rules 

21 adopted by the state board of education and the procedures 

22 spec~fied in section 281.6. 

23 2. A pare~t or guardian of a child who engages in the 

24 privace instr~ction of the child shall annually provide :he 

2S lcca: school dist:ict with the ~c!l~wi~g: 

26 a. Within sixty days of the earliest school starting da~e 

27 spec~fied in section 279.10, subsection ~, evidence incl~di~g. 

28 but ~Ct limited to. a :ist of the ~ateria1s cO be used in a~ 

29 educa:ional program which is appropriate for the studenc's 3ge 
30 or discer~ed grade level and a syllabus of the course oE 

31 instruction in, but not limited to. the following areas: 
32 ( 1 ) English language arts, including. but not limited 

33 ora: a~d written composition; ccmmunication processes and 
; ~c' "d; r" h "d- : - ; ,.. ~ 
0 •• o~ o •• g .. a .. wcO"Ong a .. c s:;elling; :ite~at',.;:e; 

3S creative dra~atics; and read~~g. 
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(2) Socia: studies, i~cluding, but ~ot li~lced to, 

2 gecg:-af'~:' ~istc:."y, gover:lrnent ar.d America~ c:.t:zens!'lip, and 

3 t~e cult~:es of other peoples and nations. !~s:~~cti=n sha~: 

4 ~eflec~ a ;:ooa: perspective. 

5 (3) ~a:hematics, including, 

6 solving; ~eome~:y; ~easuremen:; 

bu~ not i~rn::ed :0, prcb~e~ 

appropria:e compu:a::o~a~ 

~ s~ills, including mental ari:~metic, reasonable~ess oE 

8 ~esul:s, :eadi~g, interpret:ng and const~uct~n~ :ab:es, cha~:5 

9 and graphs, a~d estimation; and the use of calculators as 

10 standard tools in problem solving. 

1: (4) Science, i~ciuding, but not limited to, a balance of 

12 life, earth, and physical science; scientific knowledge; the 

13 application of scientific skills and knowledge to society; the 

:4 conservation of natural resources; and environmental 

15 awareness. 

16 ( 5) Heal:h, including, but not limited to, personal 

17 hea:th, food and nutrition, environmental health, safety and 

:8 survival s~ills, consumer health, and human growth and 

: 9 developmer.:. 

20 b. IE the chi~d has a discerned grade or ?:ace~ent between 

21 the firs: grade and eighth grade in comparison with a public 

22 scr-ool, the results of a current version of a nationally 

23 standardized test, administered by June 1 oE the preced~~g 

24 school year by an individual qualified ~o admi~ister the test 

2S ~~c~r c~~d:::o~s ~u~ually acceptable ~o the board a~d t~e 

26 pare~t or legal guardian. If mucual agreement on the 

27 conditions 0: testing cannot be arrived at, the area ed~cation 

28 age~cy shall administer the test. Instruction shall be Eor no 

29 less tha~ one hundred eighty days per cale~dar year. A day 0: 
30 instr~c~ion means no less than five and one-half hours of 

31 instruction f)er twenty-four hour period. 

32 Instruction under this section is subject to remediation 

33 ur.cer sections 299A.6 a~d 299A.7 except that the parent or 

34 g~ardian may ce a membet cE the pa~el i~stead of the des:g~ee. 

35 Fa::ure to fi~e the required reports, res~lts, and ev:de~c~ 
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_ =n :~e da:es speci~ied by :h~s sec:idn sha:: ~Ct be a ba~ :~ 

2 ~'ac;~a a ........... ;.;1. ·'nc· C ,. ""'''~va~~ ;ns- .. I1 ,...c; ...... "'1 1'nc'e r -h:s se"'~;"""r. :'.io. ~"... '-.~ __ ' ........ _ ~~... ~o;:::;... .. .. _'- _ ........ ,J.! .. I.~.... ....~_~ • 

3 ~f a pare~c or guardian ~as obtained a ~a~ver ~rcm the board. 

4 A waive: =b:ai~ed from the board does net wa~ve the obligati=~ 

5 of ~~~ pa:er.~ O~ g~ardia~ to file rhe ~e90r:s, res~lts, a~c 

6 ev~de~ce. A parent or guarc~an ~ay appeac a den~al of a 

~ waiver u~de: chapte: 290. 

8 Sec. 16. ~EW SECTION. 299A.5 ?~!VA!E INS!RCCT:OS 3~ 

9 OTHER THA~ A ?ARE~T OR GvARD:AN. 

:0 Instruction may be provided by a person other :~an t~e 

,. parent or guardian ~E, before the first year that each chi~d 

12 is placed under the instructor's contro~, the parent, 

:3 guardian, or instructor has provided the lecal school distr~c: 

14 with evidence of each oE the following: 

~. T~e parent or guardian has given control of the chi:d 

l6 to the instructor for the purpose of educating the child. 

17 2. Adrr.inistratioa of required i:rununizations to the chi lei. 

18 3. The instructcr possesses at least a bachelor's degree 

:9 frc~ an accredited col:ege or universi:y. 

20 4. The i~strJc:or has completed course wor~ in each of the 

2l :o110wi~g areas: 

22 a. ~e:hcds cf teachi~g, 

23 

24 

25 

b. 

c. 

Instructional planning and strategies for teachi~g. 

Classrcom management. 

26 e. ?hilosophies of educa~ion. 

27 5. che instructor is receiving forty-five contac~ hOU~5 of 

28 o~sci~g annual training or has completed course work in eac~ 

29 of t~e 

30 a. 

31 b. 

32 6. 

followir.g areas: 

Curriculu~ organization and development. 

Evaiuation techniques. 

No~wi,hstanding subsection 4, instructors who have ~o: 

33 =~mp:eted the speci~ied course wc:k but who othe:w~se q~a::~y 

J~ as i~structO~3 ~nder this section O~ the ef~ec:ive date ~~ 

35 :his Act ~ay prov~de pr~vate ~n5:=~cc~o~ ~~d&~ ~h~s sec~~2~ .-
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! :he ~ns:=~c~o=s s~ccessfu::y complete ~or:y-f~ve contact ~C~~5 

2 ~E i.~s:='Jc:~o;: in any of the areas of st!.Jcy, :den~':':ied _ .. 

3 subsection .. , in a t .. elve-mon:h per:od cf time. 

7. Res~::s of an initia: sc~eening and subsequent 

5 eval~ation, :E ~eq~i:ed, of :he child performed by a:ea 

5 education agency personnel and in the manner prescribed oy 

7 area education agency personne:, which is in ?regress or 

8 completed by J~ne : of the year before initial p:aceme~t, 

9 vision, hea~ing, speech, and motor skills and ~o determine 

10 e~igibility for special education services. :E the pa~en: o~ 

11 guardian has received a .. aiver from the local schoo: boa~d Eo: 

:2 the filing requirements, the area education agency shale do 

13 the initial screening, and subsequent evaluation if required, 

:4 in a timely manner. The screening or evaluation may be 

l5 performed by a person .. ho is not employed by the area 

16 education agency if tne person has been approved by the 

17 department of education and the parent or guardian pays Eor 

18 the screening or evaluation. If the screening showed presence 

:9 of a vis':'cn, ~earing, speech, or motor impair~ent, t~e 

20 instructor must also shew evidence of approp~iate services 

21 provided cy area education agency personnel or that equivalent 

22 services approved by the department of education wil: be 

23 provided at the parent's or guardian's expense. If the 

24 screening or evaluation showed the need for special educatic~ 

26 educational environment, a child shall not be privately 

27 instructed under this section withou~ the approva~ of the 

28 special education director of the area educaticn agency in 

29 acco~dance with the rules adopted by the state board of 

30 educatien and the procedures specified in section 281.6. 

31 An ins~~~ctor unde: this section shall a~r.ually sub~~~ 

32 evide~ce to the local schoo: distric:, ~ithin six~y days of 

33 tne start:ng date specified in section 279.:0, subsection 1, 

34 oE an ed~cationa: p:cg~a~, ~or each grade level to be 

i~strJctio~ in, but no: 
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_ :~e areas 5pec~~~ed ~or ?a~e~ts c: gua:dia~s ~~~e: sec:io~ 

2 299 . .l .. 4. 

3 A~ ~~str~c~o~ ~~de: this sec:ion shall a~~ua::y s~b~it t~e 

4 ,esu::s of a c~rrent version of a r.a~icr.ally standa,dized 

5 :es:, admi~istered by J~ne 1 of t~e p:ecedi~g Schoo: yea: :0 

5 eac~ child i~struc~ed by an i~divid~al q~aliEiec :0 ad~~~:ste~ 

7 :~e test unde: conditions mutually acceptable to :~e bca~d a~~ 

8 :he person giving the ~~struct~on, grade or place~e~: bet~ee~ 

9 the :i,st grade and eighth grade in comparison wit~ a public 
10 sc~cc:. 

1: Instruction provided under this section is subject to 
:2 ,emedia:ion under sections 299A.6 and 299A.7. 

13 Failure to Eile the 

14 on t~e dates specified 
required reports, results, and evidence 

shall not be a bar to placing a child 

15 under private instruction under this section if the instructor 

16 has obtained a waiver from :~e board. A waiver ebtained f,em 

i7 :~e boa,d does net waive the obligation of the parent, 
18 gua,dian, or instructor to file the repcrts, resu::s, and 

:9 evidence. A pa,en: or guardian may appea: a denial ef a 

20 wai~er under c~apter 290. 

2: This chapter does net prevent a person other t~an a pare~:, 

22 g~a,dia~, or instructor from assisting an instruc:or with the 

23 ins:ruc:or·s duties or acting as an instructional reso~rce 

24 person, as long as the person does not act as a child·s 

26 A~ :~struc~or under this section is a ~a~datory repcrte: of 

27 ~n~ld abuse ~nder section 232.69. 
28 Sec. 17. NEW SECTION. 299A.6 REMEDIAT:ON ?A~EL. 

29 :: the board determines that a chi:d receiving prlvate 

30 i~struction is not achieving academic progress, the board 

31 s~aLl require that a remediation panel be created to assist 

32 :he parent, g~a:d~a~, ~r instructo~ in t~e remed:at:o~ oE the 
3 3 

... . 
c:".: ... c. A par~n: or gua,dian may a:so re~uest that a 

34 :e~edia~~on pa~el be created by ~cti~yi~g t~e area ed~=at~=n 

35 a;e~cy. A req~es~ oy a pa=e~t ~r g~ard~a~ ~o: re~ed~a~~o~ 
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s~al: no: ~y i:self const~t~:e grounds fer removing :~e ch::d 

2 from pr~va:e :ns~r~ction. 

3 ~~e =emedia:io~ panel shall be formed withi~ th:=:y days ~~ 
4 :he board's de:ermination that the panel should be fermed a~d 

5 s~a:: be c~~pcsed 0: a des:qnee of che paren~ or guardia~, a~ 

6 a,ea educatio~ agency e~ployee, a~d a third memoer m~:ua~:y 

7 agreed upon by the parent or guardian and the area educa:i~n 

S agency employee. Sotice 0: :he board's decisio~ :0 form :~e 

9 pane: sha:~ be sent to the parent or guardian and the area 

:0 education agency within five days of the decision. 

11 :E no mutual agreement as to the members of the panel can 

12 be reached, the administrator of the area education agency 

13 shall appoin: the third member. The panei shall develop a 

14 remediation pla~ for the child within thirty days of 

:5 establishment of the pane~. In developing the remediation 

16 plan, the panel shall consult with the parent or guardian on 

17 an engoing basis. The plan shall be implemented in accorda~ce 

18 w:th the instructional calendar submitted under section 299.~. 

:9 ~he panei sha:: continue i~ existence until the ~ext annual 

20 testi~g under section 299A.4 or 299A.5. 

21 Sec. :8. NE~ SEC~rON. 299A.7 FAILURE OF REMEDIATION. 

22 IE, based on the results of the next annual testing, the 

23 board determines that remediation attempts have not resulted 

24 in acade~ic prog:ess, private inst:uction shal: no longer be 

26 inform ~he parent or guardian that :he child must be enrol:ed 

27 in a pub:ic or accredited ~onpublic school. The pare~c or 

28 gua~dia~ ~ay appeal the decision of the board ~o the state 

29 board oE educa:ion. Tr.e appeal shall be governed by the 

30 provislons oE chapter 290. A decision by the sta:e board oE 

31 ed~cation constit~tes final agency action for purposes o~ 

32 judicial review. 

33 Excep: ~he:e the district co~rt has g:a~:ed a pa=e~t's ~: 

3~ ;~a=dia~'s aoc:ica:~~~ fc: rel~eE, pcivate ins~:~c:i~~ s~a~: 

of :he 
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i~s:r~c~~o~ s~al: aga~n be allowed, howeve:, if a paren: or 

2 qua~c:an es:abl:sr.es ~o :~e sa~:sfac~:on c: ~~e ~ca~d ~~~CLq~ 

3 5ra~dard~zed tes:i~g ad~i~i5tered by area ed~cation age~cy 

4 persor.nel a~ tr.e pare~t's or ;uardian'g cos: t~a: t~e c~::d :s 

5 achievi~g acadexic prog:ess. 
6 Sec. 19. ~EW SECT:ON. 299A.8 ?RIVATE :NS-rR:JC:01' 

i ASSIS:'ANC2. 

8 A p~o~:c sc~oo: may :mpleme~t and adm:~:ster a privace 

9 i~struction assistance program. The program, if implemen~ed, 

10 shall be ava:lable to assist parents or guardia~s engaging :n 

private instruction under sect:on 299A.4. The program shall 

12 nct be avallable :0 an i~structor under section 299A.5. The 

13 program may include, but need not be limited to, providing a 

:4 certifica:ed teacher to meet ,eg~larly with t~e child end the 

15 pare~t or guardian to assist in instructional planning to 

:6 acnieve academic progress in one or more of the sub:ect areas 

~7 specified in section 299A.4. If a local school district 

18 offers a program under this section, the child shall be 

:9 included as a full-time st~dent in the public schoo:'s oas:c 

20 enrollment ~nder section 442.4. 

2: Sec. 20. NEW SECTION. 299A.9 DUAL ENROLLMENT. 

22 A child who is receiving private instruction under sectien 

23 299A.4 or 299A.5 may also enroil 1n a public school for dual 

24 enrollment purposes. IE a child enrolls in a public school 

2) '~~r::e~ ~his sec,:ion, the boa~d shall determir.e t:,e appropriate 

26 placement of the child by administering tests or Ot~e: means 

2i of evaluation. Reasonable restrictions upon the terms of 

28 en:o::ment may be placed on the child by the ooard. The 

29 reasonab:eness eE the restrictions upon the te:ms oE 
30 enrol:mer.: may be appealed by the parent or guardian to the 

31 state board of education. The appeal shall be gove[~ed by the 

]2 previsions of chapter 290. A decision by the state board 0: 
33 ed~cation co~st:t~tes :inal agency action for purposes 0: 
34 ~~d~c~a: ~e~/~ew. 

35 :: d ch~ld e~ro::s in a p~bl~c school under thlS sec=ic~. 
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1 :~e =~~!d shall ~e ~nc:~ded ~n the puo::c school's basic 

2 e~~~:~~e~~ under sec:ion ~42.4. 

3 Sec. 2:. ~EW SEC~ION. 299A.10 :NS~RUC70R O~HERW:SE seT 

4 QUAL:F:E:l. 

5 A ?arent, guardia~, or instruc~or prcvid~~g priva:e 
6 ~~st:uction, who does not hold a teacher's cett~ficate ~ss~ed 

7 by the state board of educatio~al exami~ers. Ls ~ct a 

8 certificated teacher. 

9 Sec. 22. NEW SECTION. 299A.ll NOT rAX EXEM?T. 

10 A building or facility is not eligible for tax exemptio~ 

11 under section 427.: si~p1y because it is the site of pr~va:e 

12 instruction under this chapter. 

13 Sec. 23. NEW SECTION. 299A.12 CUSTODY OF RECORDS --

14 REPORTS TO AUTHORITIES. 

15 All certificates, reports. and other evidence filed with 

16 the local school district shall be preserved in the office of 

_I t~e secretary of the school corporation as part of the 

:8 sec~etary's records. The secretary shall furnish certified 

19 caples of those records annually to the department of 

20 ed~catio~ and to a~y other person who would ordinarily have 

2! access 

22 All 

co reports unde~ chapcer 299 upon ~equest. 

school officers and employees shall ~eport to :r-.e 

23 secretary of the school corporation any violations of this 

24 chapter of which they have knowledge. IE the reports contain 

26 299A.4 and 299A.5, the secretary shall infor~ the president of 

27 the board who shall, if necessary. call a meeting of the board 

28 to ta~e official action. The board or presiden: may file a 

29 compiaint with the county attorney or local law enEorce~ent 

30 authorities :0 enforce the provisions of this chapter. 

31 Sec. 24. NEW SECTION. 299A.13 VIOLATIONS. 

32 Any person who p~ovides pr~vate instruction for a ch~ld and 

33 w~o does not meet t~e requ~rements of sections 299A.4 a~d 

34 299A.5 co~":~s c~::d enda~germent u~der section 726.6. 

35 s~bsec~ic:", :, pa:-agrapr. 'Ia". 
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Sec. 25. Sec::o:: 726.5, Code :989, is amended oy addi::g 

3 ~£W 5UBSEC':'ION. 4. A pe~so~ ~ho commi~s ch~:d 

4 endange:~en: under the provision of chapter 299A is gui::y o~ 

5 a s.~ple ~~sdeffieanor ~: ~t ~s the person'S E:rst of:ense. T::e 

6 court may sentence the person :0 a te=~ of i~p~:son~e~t, ~~:~~ 

7 may be suspe~ded, 0: up to :e~ days, or impose a fine of up __ 

8 one hundred dol:ars, or both fine and imprisor.ment, or may 

9 orde~ tt':e persor. ::'0 perform unpaid com:t'.lni::'y service ''''or~ 

10 instead of a fine or impriscnme::t. 

:: A secc~d oE:ense conviction is a serious misderr.eanc: a~d :s 

:2 punishab:e by a term of imprisonment, which may be suspe::ded, 

:3 of up to twe::::.y days, or a fine of up to five hu::dred dollars, 

14 or both f~ne and imprisor.me::t, or the court may order :~e 

15 person to perform unpaid corr~unity service work instead 0: a 

16 :ine or impr:sonme~t. 

17 A third er subseq~en::' offense co::vietion 1S a serious 

18 misdemeanor and is punishable by a term of imprisonment, which 

19 may be suspended, of up to thirty days, or a fine of up te ene 

20 thousa::d do::ar5, or both fine and imprisonment, or the court 

21 r.1ay order t~e person :0 perform unpaid corrununity service work 

22 instead of a fine or imprisonment. 

23 EXPLANATION 

24 This oil: creates a new chapter tentativeLy numbered 299A, 

26 :0 provide private instruction under specified cond::iens. 

27 The parent or guardian must submit reports :0 the lecal scheo: 

28 district ~otifying the distric~ oE the private instruct~o~ and 

29 of the chi:d's academic progress. The bill a:so provides :or 

30 remedia:i~n by a panel i~ the child is not achieving acade~ie 

3: progress and contains a testing mechanism. Public schools are 

32 permittee :0 develop private i~str~ction assista~ce pr~gra~s 

33 to assist pa:e~ts or gua~dians providing . . . 
p:lva:e l~S:~~C:l=~. 

34 )ua: encc:l~e~: i~ pub:ic school a~d private ~~st:~c:icn is 

35 au:horized. ~eacher ce:tifica:ic~ and tax exemption a:p 

-16-



S.?". H.F. 

~ de~ied ~n:ess :he pers~~ g:'ling ~~e ~ns:ruct~cn cther~ise 

2 qllal~Eies for cert~~lca~ic~ or tax exemption. A pe:so~, ot~e= 

3 tha~ a ?a=e~t or guardian, who is a private instr~ctor, :5 a 

4 manda~o:y child abuse :epo:ter. A person vlo:ating a 

5 provision of chapter 299A commits child endangerment ~:ld",: 

6 seccion 725.6 and is guilty of a simpl.e misdemeano: :or a 

7 firs~ offense convicti.on and of a serious misdemeano: Eor a 

8 second or s~bsequent offense conviction. 

S! 
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Sec:ion Section 279.10, s~bsectior. L, Code ~989, is 

2 a~ended to read as follows: 

3 1. 7he school year shall begin on the first day of ;u:y 

4 and eacn regularly established elementary ar.d secondary scr.:c: 

5 shall begi~ no soo~er than a day during the ca:e~dar week ~~ 

6 which ~he first day 0: September falls but ~o :a:er :ha~ ~~~ 

7 f~~5t-~o~day-rn-6eee~be~ September 15. School shall cor.tinue 

8 ~or at least one hundred eighty days, except as provided in 

9 subsection 3, and may be ~aintair.ed during the entire ca:endar 

:0 year. A school corporation may begin employment 0: personnel 

,. ~or in-service training and development purposes before the 

12 date to begin elementary and secor.dary school. 

l3 Sec. 2. Section 280.3, unnumbered paragraph 1. Code :389, 

14 is amended to read as follows: 

15 The board of directors of each public school distric: and 

16 the authorities in charge of each nonpub1ic school shall 

~7 prescribe the ~inimum educational program ar.d an atter.dance 

18 policy for the schools under their jurisdictior.s. The mir.:~~", 

19 ed~cational program shall be the curriculum set forth :n 

20 section 256.11. except as otherwise provided by :aw. The 

2: board of directors of a public school district shall not al:ow 

22 discrimination in any educational program on the basis of 

23 race. color, creed, sex. marital status or place of national 

24 origin. 

25 Sec. 3. Section 299.1, Code 1989. is amended to read as 

26 follows: 

27 299.1 ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS. 

28 fhe Except as provided in section 299.2. the parent. 

29 guardian. or legal or actual custodian of a child who ~~-e~e~ 

30 5eye~ has reached the age of s~x and is under ~~~~ee" eigh~ee~ 

3: years of age by September 15, in proper physical and mental 

32 condit~on to attend school. shall e"~eii be resoonsible fo~ 

33 the eh%~e child's attendance in some public school, comme~c~~g 

34 as provided under sect:on 279.:0. 

35 T~e board of d:cectofs of a publ:c school district or t~e 
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_ governing oody ~~ an accredited nonpub:ic school shall sec :ne 
2 nu~ber of davs ef required attendance fer the scnools under 

J :ts contro:. 

4 ~~~-ee~~d-~e17-ey-~e~ei~~~on7-req~~~@-ae~e~e8~~e-~~-~~e 

5 ~~ei+e-~e~ee~~-~e~-e~e-e~e±~e-e~~e-.~e~-~~e-~e~ee~~-ere-~~ 

5 ~@~~~e~-~~-eny-~ehee~-yeer~ 

7 A-ehird-~ha::-att@nd-an-aeer@d~ted-er-a~~ro~@d-~ehee:-~e~ 

8 e~-:ee~t-en@-h~ndr@d-twenty-dey~-@aeh-~eheer-yeer~--~h@ 

9 ~eq~~~@m@nt-~harr-ee-met-ey-ettendanee-~or-et-:ea~~-th~r~7 

:0 dey~-eeeh-~ehoo:-qaart@r7-or-a-~~m~rer-dt~tr±b~~±on-ot 

., at~@ndanee-ehrea~heat-the-~ehee:-year~ 

~2 fn-:±e~-et-~~eh-aeeendenee-~aeh-eh±:d-mar-ettend-~pon 

13 eq~~¥e:ent-±n~tr~et±on-by-a-e@rt±r±ed-teaeher-@:~@wh@re~ 

14 Sec. 4. Section 299.2, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

15 follows: 

:6 299.2 EXCEPTIONS. 

17 Section 299.1 shall not apply to any child: 
:8 r~--Who-±~-o.er-the-e~e-er-fo~rt@en-and-±~-r@~~:ar:y 

:9 @m~:ey@d~ 
20 i:. Whose educational qualifications are equal to those 

21 of pupils who have completed the et~hth twelfth grade. 
22 3 2. Who is excused for sufficient reason by any court of 

23 record or judge. 

24 4 3. While attending religious services or receiving 

25 religious instructions. 

26 ~ 4. Who is attending a private college preparatory school 

27 accredited or probationally accredited under section 256.::, 
28 subsection 13. 

29 5. who is attending private instruction provided by a 

30 certificated teacher for at least one hundred eighty days per 

3l calendar year. A day of private instruction must consis: of 

32 at least five and one-half hours of instruction in ene twen:y-

33 four hour peried. 

34 If ~embers or representatives of a local congregation of a 

35 recognized church or religious denomination established for 
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S.:. ~. f. 

~e~ years O~ ~ore within ~he state 0: Iowa pr:cr to ;yly 1, 

2 i967, ~~ic~ professes p::nclcles or ~ene~s that differ 

3 subs~antia~~y from the ob:ec~ives, goa~s, and ph:10socr.y oE 

~ educa~ior. e~bodied in star-dards set Eor~h :~ sectio~ 256.:~, 

~ a~d ~ules adccted to imolement the standards, fi:e With the , 

6 director of the department of ed~cation croof 0: ~he ex.s:e~ce 

7 ~f such conflicting pri~ciples or tenets, together Wl'~ a :'5: 
8 of the names, ages, and cost-office addresses 0: al~ cupiis ~c 

9 comp~lsory school age desiring to be exempted fro~ the 
:0 compulsory education la~ and the educational standards :a~, 

" ~~ose parents or guardians are members of the congregation cr 

12 re~igious denomination, the director, subject to the acproval 

:3 of the state board of ed~cation, may exempt the memoers of t~e 

:4 congregation or religious dencminat:on from compliance with 

15 any or all requirements of the compulsory educaticn law and 

16 the educational standards law for twO school years. If the 

17 exemption has once been granted, renewal of such exemptions 
18 for each succeeding school year may be conditioned by tne 

19 d:rector, w:th the approval of the state board, upo~ proof of 

20 acnievement in the basic sKills of arithmetic, the 

2~ corr~unicative arts of reading, writing, grammar, and spelli~g, 

22 and an understanding of United States history, history of 

23 Iowa, and the principles of American government, by pupils of 

24 compulsory school age exempted in the preceding year, which 

25 shall be determined on the basis of tests or other means of 

26 evaluation selected by the director with the approval of the 

27 state board. The testing or evaluation, if required, shal: be 

28 accomplished prior to submission of the request for renewa: of 

29 the exemption. Renewal requests shall be filed with the 

30 direc~or en or before April 15 of ~he school year preceding 
31 ,he school year for 

32 Sec. 5. Section 

33 ~e::ows: 

which the applicants 

299.3, Code 1989, is 

34 299.3 RE?ORTS FROM PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 

desire exemction. . 
amended to read as 

35 W±e"±"-ee"-deY5-~~om-~ece~~e-of-"oe~ce-~~om-~"e-~ee~e~e~y 

-)-



S.:. H.c. 

-- 'oeEo-e ·~e third ~r;d~y 'ft Sep"e-oe- -" e~~~ ."" ~ • '" ~. • _ _ • ~ _ .... _...... 0" .. "-'.. <04 '- •• 

3 sc:;~·ol year, and at any ti~e when req~ested ~n ind~vidua: 

4 cases, ~~e pri~c:pa: of ~~e" a nonp~~lic school sha:~7-o~~e 
5 d~~~~~-eae~-~e~~er-yea~,-a~d-ae-a~y-e~~e-w~e~-~e~~e~~ed-=~ 

the secret.arv of -- . 
sc~ccl distr:ct, ~ithin which the ~o~c~bl:c schoo: ~s lcca:ed. 

8 a ce:t:ficate a~d report in duplicate of the names, ages, a~d 

9 ~~~ber of days at.:endance of each p~pil of ~ae~ the ~o~pub:~o 

lO sc~ool o~e~-~e~e~ who has reached the age of six and is under 

1: ~~x~ee~ eighteen years of age, the course of study pursued ~y 
~2 each ~ae~-e~~rd the Dupi:, the t.exts used, and the ~ames of 

13 the teachers, during the preceding year and from the t:ne 0: 
14 the :ast preceding report to the time at which a report :s 

15 required. ~he secretary shall retain one of the reports and 

:6 file the other with the secretary of the area educat~o~ 

17 agency. 

:8 Sec. 6 . Section 299.4, Code 1989, ~s amended :0 read as 
19 :ollows: 
20 299.4 REPORTS AS TO PRIVATE INSTRUCTrON. 

2: 7he parent, guardian, or legal or actual custodian of a 

22 child who by September 15 *~-o.e~-~e~en has reached the age of 

23 six and is under ~*x~ee" eighteen years of age, who places the 

24 child under private instruction, not in an accredited or 

25 approved school, shall furnish a report in duplicate, to the 

26 district by the earliest starting date specified in section 

27 279.:0, subsection 1. The secretary shall retain and file one 

28 co~y and forward the other copy to the district's area 

29 educatlon agency. The report shall state t.he name and age of 
30 che cr.ild, t~e period of time during whiCh the child ~as beer. 

3i Or wil~ be u~der private instruction for the school year, a~ 

32 O~cllne of the course oE study, texts used, and the name a~d 

33 address of the instructor. The term "outline of course of 

34 s~udyn shall !nc:ude, but is ~ot limited to, subjects covered, 

35 weekly lessen plans, and time spent on the areas cf study. 
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5.2. n.2. 

1 Sec.'. Section 299.5. Code 1989. is amended to ~ead as 

2 fc:l~ws: 

3 299.5 PROOF OF MENTAL OR ?HYSICAL CONDIT:ON. 

4 :he paren~, guardian, or custodian of a child ~~c t~-o~e~ 

5 ~e¥e~ ~as reached the age o~ six and is ~nder ~~~eee~ e:c~~ee~ 

6 years of age by September :5. who is physically or ~e~tal:y 

7 unable to attend school. shall E~rnish proofs by affidavit as 

8 ~o ~~e physica: or mental ccndition of t~e chi:d. 

9 Sec. 8. Section 299.6. Code ~989. is amended ~o ,ead as 

10 follows: 
11 299.6 VIOLATIONS -- CO~~UNI"Y SERVICE fN-bfSS-ep OR FINE 

12 OR IMPR!SONMENT. 

13 Any person who ~haii-v*eia~e violates any of ~he previsicns 

14 of sections 299.1 ~e through 299.5, rneia~*ve,-~haii-ee :or a 

:5 first offense. is guilty of a simple misdemeanor ane-ehe-eoare 

16 ~haii. 

17 A first offense conviction is punishable by imprisonment e: 

18 up to ten days, which may be suspended, or a fine of up ~o one 

19 hundred dollars. The court may order the person to perform 

20 not more than forty hours of unpaid community service :nstead 

21 of any fine or imprisonment. A person convicted of a second 

22 or subsequent violation is guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 

23 A second offense conviction is punishable by imprisonment 

24 of up ~o twenty days, which may be suspended. or a fine of up 

25 to ::ve ~undred dollars, or both a fine and imprisonment. The 

26 cou,t may order the person to perform unpaid community service 

27 instead of any fine or imprisonment. 

28 A third or subsequent offense conviction is punishable by 
29 imoc:sonment of up to thirty days. which may be suspended. or 
30 a fi~e of up to one thousand dollars. or both a fine and 
31 i~prisonment. The court may order the person to per:or~ 

32 unoa:d community service instead of any fine or imprisonment. 

33 :f a oarent. guardian. or legal or act~al custodian oE a 

34 child who is truant, has made a good Eaith effort to corr.p:y 

35 wlth ~~e provisions oE sections 299.1 thcough 299.5. t~e 
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s.:. H.:. 

~ parent, g~ardian, C~ custod:a;. shall net be c~imina:~y l:ab:e 

2 to: ~~e =h::d's nor.atte~dance. 

3 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 299.6A :NVES7:CAT:ON OF :R~AN7 

4 CHI~JR£N. 

5 A:~er a child has accumula~ed Eif~een unexcused abse~ces, 

6 as defined by ~r.e board of director's or other govern~~g 

body's attendance policy, from school during a school yea:, 

8 the t=ua~cy officer shall report the absences to :~e ccc~:y 

9 attorney. The county attorney shall investigate the report 

10 and may file a petition under section 232.87 Eor a ~udic:al 

:1 determination of whether the child is a child in need of 

12 assistance, as defined in section 232.2, subsection 6. 

13 ~pon a third or subsequent conviction of a parent, 

14 guardian, or legal or actual custodian for violations 0: 
15 sections 299.1 through 299.5, ,he county attorney sha:: 

16 investigate whether the child is a child in need of assis~ance 

17 and shall fi:e a petition alleging the facts which bring tne 

18 child within the jurisdiction of the court. 

:9 Sec. :0. Section 299.8, Code 1989, is amended ~o read as 

20 follows: 

2! 299.8 "TRUANT" DEFINED. 

22 A~, "Truant" means a child e.e~-se.e~ who has reached the 

23 age of six and is under s±~~ee~ eighteen years of age, who is 

24 in proper physical and mental condition to attend school, and 

25 who fails to attend school regularly as p~e.±aea-r~-t~rs 

26 e"epte~,-vr~"e~t-~ease~e~%e-e~e~se-~e~-t"e-e~Se~ee7-S"e~~-be 

27 dee~ed-~e-~e-e-t~~e~t required by the school board's or schee: 

28 governing body's attendance policy. 

29 Sec. 11. Section 299.10, Code 1989, is amended ~o read as 

30 follows: 

31 299.10 TRUANCY OFFICERS --APPOINTMENT ---eeMPEN5A~feN. 

32 The board of each school district mey,-e~d-±~-se~ee% 

33 d±st~%ets-"e.%~~-e-pep~%e~±e~-e~-twe~t,-t"e~se~d shall, 

34 appoin~ a tr~ancy officer. 

35 !~-d%~~~%e~s-~e~%~~-therer~-e-e%t,,-~"e The board ~ay 
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s. c. ____ ' H.c. 

, appc:~t a ~@mb@r of t~@ pol:c@ eo,c@~ O~ ~arsr.al~ a5-5~~~ 

2 o~~~e~~7-~~d-oe"@r-d±~~~~e~~-may-s~~e~~e-e-e~n~~ee~e ~ 

3 teacher, school official, or other suitable person ~o serve as 

4 the dist::c: tr~ancv oEf:cer. 

5 5~e"-o~~tee~5-5"aii-~e-pa~d-a-~ea50na~ie-~o~pen5atton-0, 

6 ~~e-boa~d.,. 

7 S@c. :2. Sectio:1 299.1:, Code i989, is ame:1ded t:> read as 

8 foL~cws: 

9 299.11 JUTIES Of ~RGANCY OFFICER. 

10 ~he trua:1cy of:icer shall take into cus~cdy wLthout warran: 

i1 a:1Y apparently truant child and place the child in the charg@ 

12 of tr.@ teae~e~-~n-~ha~~e-o~-~he-p~~ii~ schaal principal, or 

:3 the principal's designee, designated by the board of directors 

14 of tne school district in which aaid the child resides, or cf 

15 any p~~~ate nonpublic school designated by the pe~aon-ha~~n~ 

:6 ie~a%-eont~o%-o~-the-ehi%d parent, guardian, or legal or 

17 actual custodian; but iE it is other than a public SChoO:, the 

:8 instruction and maintenance 0: the child ~he~etn shall be 

19 witho~t exp@nse to the school district. 

20 Th@ truancy officer shall promptly institute ~~i~inai 

21 proceedlngs against any person violating any of the provisions 

22 of sections 299.1 to through 299.5. 

23 Sec. 13. Section 299.15, Code 1989, is amended to read as 
24 follows: 

25 299.15 REPORTS BY SCHOOL OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES. 

26 All school officers and employees 'haii may promptly report 

27 to tne secretary of the school corporation any violations o! 

28 the e~~aney-iaw attendance policy of which they have 

29 knowledge. and the ~ee~e~a~y principal or the eCincioal's 

30 deslg~ee shall inform the president of the board oE direc~ors 
31 who shall. if necessary. call a meeting of the board to take 
32 sl;Ch action 

33 Sec. 14. 

34 Eo~:o ... s: 

~he~een as the facts Justify. 

Section 299.16, Code 1989. is 

3S 299.16 fAiLURE TO ATTEND, 

-i-

amended to read as 



S.F. ~.f. 

Sc~oo: o:ficers shall ascertai~ :r.e ~~~ber ~: c~i:d~e~ o~e~ 

2 ~ev~~ w~~ ~ave reac~ed :he age cE six a~d a:e unde: ~~x~@e~ 

3 elghtee~ years of age. in their tespective dis:ticts. ~~e 

4 ~umbe: ~~ s~ch cti:d:en who do net attend sc~cc:, a~d so ~a: 

5 as possib:e ~~e cause of the fai:~re to at~e~d a~d se~d ~~~~es 

6 or. a b:a~~ua: basis of a teport su~marizing the:r ::~d:~cs ~~ 

7 the c~a:t2erso~s a~d ranki~g ~embers 0: the house a~d sena:e 

8 stand:~c co~~i~tees on education. 

9 Sec. :5. Section 299.18. Code 1989. 1S amended to ,ead as 

lO follows: 

299.18 SDCCATION -- S7ATE SCHOOL. 

12 Children e~e~-~e~e~ who have reached the age of six and ate 

13 under ~~~e~een eighteen years of age and who are so deaE or 

:4 blind or severely handicapped as to be unable to obtai~ an 

15 education in the ee~en schools shall be sent to the ptoper 
16 state ~e~ee%-~~e~e~e~ i~stitution. or shall receive 

:7 appropriate special education under chapter 281. unless 
:8 exempted. and a~y person having such a child under -ne 

19 pe,son's control or custody shall see that such child atte~ds 

20 such ~e~ee% institution or special education during the 

21 scholastic year. 
22 Sec. 16. Section 299.20. Code 1989. is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 299.20 ORDER. 

25 Upon the filing of the application mentioned in section 
26 299.19. the time of hearing shall be determined by :he 

27 juveni:e court or the district court. If. upon hearing. the 

28 cou,t determines that the person required to appear has toe 

29 custody and control of a child who should be required to 

30 attend a state ~e~ee% institution u~der section 299.18. the 

3: court sr.a:l make a~ order requiring such person to keep such 

32 child i~ attendance at such ~e~ee% institution. 

33 Sec. 17. Section 299.22, Code 1989, is amended to read as 
34 eollows: 

35 299.22 WHEN DEAF AND BLIND CHrL~REN EXCUSED. 
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S. F. :LF. 

2 5 ... ?e~i:"'.:e~de~t t~t!~eo~ of the inst~t~t:~:l :s sat:s:ied-:- tr.a: 

3 ~.--~~ae-~"e-e"iie-i~-~"-~~e~-eed~~y-o~-~~~~a~-eo~d±~~e~-~~ 

~ ~~-~~ev~~~-~~-~ender-f~~%ie-etee~da~ee-ae-e~e-~e~ee~. 

~ i~--~~~~-e~e-eh±~d-i~-~o-d±~t!a~e~-~r-?O~~e~3t!~-~~~h-~e~:~~ 

6 ~~-to-~~~de~-e~e-ehi:d~3-pre~e~ee-a-~e~eee-eo-t~e-~t!a~~h-~~ 

- ~orai~-of-e~~er-papii~. 

8 3.--'~at the child is efEicient1y caught for the sch~:a5t~c 

9 year in a private noooublic or other school devoted to sucn 

10 ~nstr~ct~on or by a private tutor. or in the bra"e"e~-eeaq~e 

Ii ~" public scnoo1s. 
l2 Sec. :8. Sections 299.9. 299.13. 299.14. and 299.24. Cede 

:3 :989. are repealed. 
14 EXPLANA::ON 

15 This bill changes the compulsory attendance ages to requlre 
:6 Children to attend school starting at age six and ~nt:: they 

17 reach eighteen. Compulsory attendance policy is to be set by 

18 the board of directors of a school district or other govern:ns 

:9 or nonpublic body of a private school. ~he exception to tne 

20 compulsory attendance law for fourteen-year-old emp:oyed 

2: chlldren is repealed. The section relating to exemptions for 

22 certain rellgious denominations has been transferred to 

23 section 299.2. and a one-hundred-eighty day. five and one-~alf 
24 hours of i~struction, requirement has been imposed upon 

25 private i~struction. Reports from private schools must be 

26 made by t~e third Friday in September. The penalty Eor 

27 v~o~at~on of the compulsory attendance law has been changed :0 

28 i~creasing terms of imprisonment. fines. or community service 

29 .~stead of :ine or imprisonment. !r~ancy will trigger 

30 i~vest:gation by a county attorney and potential ch~:d :n ~eed 

3: of asslsta~Ce proceedings. If the parent. guardian. or 

32 c~scodian is convicted three or more times Eor vio:ating the 

33 compulsory attendance law, investigation and court proceedings 
34 ~i:l fol:ow. A census s~mmary relating to attendance and 

35 school population must be provided to the education standing 
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!: ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF :OWA: 



5 . ,. . - . ..... . 

Sec:~~~~. ~EW SEC~:0N. 

2 :: ~s :~e ;~:~~'i of t~~s s:a:e :0 pro~~de ?a:e~~5 a~d :~e~: 

3 c~i:dre~ with a broad rd~ge oE ed~catic~a: a::e=~at~~es, 

4 :ec=~~~z~~q :~@ pa:e~:s' :espons~bi:it~es and :~e s:a:e's 

5 ~n~e:es:s ~::~o~t i~fri~qing ~pO~ :he paren:s' 

7 chi:dre~. 

8 Sec. 2. NEW SEC7:0N. ~EFINrTIONS. 

3 As ~sed ~~ th~s chapter, ~nless the con~ex~ otherw~se 

10 req(;ires: 
~. "Academ:c progress" means academic growtt'. or 

12 developmen~ equal to a compos~te score reflecting grOwth 

13 five grade equivalent points. 
14 2. "Accredited nonpublic school" means a nonpublic scheel 

1S which is accredited by the state board of educatien p(;rsuant 

:6 ~o sec~ic~ 256.11. 

3 • "Approved private school" means a nonpublie schoc~ 

18 wniCh :5 ~ot acc:edi:ed by the sta:e board oe educati~~ ~~de: 

:9 sect~on 256.::, b(;t which meets the require~ents of chis 
2() chapter, 

4 . "Ce:ti~icated teacher" means a person wno hOlds a 

22 teacher's certi~icate issued by the state board of educational 

23 examiners. 

24 5. "Dual enrollment" means the registration of a chi:d in 

25 a p~o:ic SChool or accredited nonpublic schoel while enrolled 

26 ... ar-. approved private school or a home edl!cation 9r09:a::1. 
27 6 . "Home education program" means an ed~caclo~al prog:a~ 

28 prov~ded i~ a home by a parent or guardian to one or ~ore 

29 students, who nave reached the age of seven and are ~nder 

30 s:x:ee~ years ~f age, ~ho are sib:i~gs. 

32 ,nStruct.·o-.. 'n a I.'"'~e ec'''cat'~ ram'" 'c' a~' '-- - l~ ...... a ..... l. ..... n p:-og , W:i~ .• 0..;.. S .1i.lr'.:.I.·...i~I 

33 :; E 

3~ 

a hign scnoel diploma Or :ts equivalent under Chapter 2S~A. 

8. ":'ocal school distr:cc" rr.ea~s t::e pl!oLc schcol 

-i-



s. F. !-i.:. 

9. "?::.'/a:e ed;.;cati::r. prograr.." rr,ea;.s an ed~ca:i-o;.a: 

:.:; . "?:iva~e i~s::~c:~=" rnea~s a person p~~~id~ng 

5 i~st:~c::~~ ~n an approved private schoo: w~c ho:ds a ~i~~~_~ 

6 =f a ~igh sch=c: diploma or i:s e~ui'la:ent under chapt~~ 2S;A. 

" , 11. "?ub:lc school" ~eans a school direc:ly s~ppc:~ed l~ 

8 w~ole ~r i~ par~ by taxatio~ and acc:edited by the s:a:e jca~d 

9 of education under section 256.11. 

:'0 12. "Teacr.':'ng or classroom assis~an:" r.lea:'.s a person w::C 

__ :s not a private or home instructor. but who assists a p:~'la:e 

home ins:ructor in the provision of i~struction i~ an 

:3 approved private school or home education program and who 

:4 nolds a minimum of a high school diploma or its equivalent 

15 ~nder chapter 259A. 

16 Sec. 3. ~EW SECTION. 299.3 COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE. 

17 ~ctwithstanding any conflicting provisio~s i~ c~apters 280, 

18 282, a~d 299, a pare~t or g~ardian of a child ~ay place :~e 

:9 ch~ld ~nde: instruction for one hundred sixty days per 

20 ca:er.dar year in one of :~e following: 

2! •. An approved private schooL. 

22 2. A home education program. 

23 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 299A.4 NOTICE OF INTENT. 

24 A pa,er.t or guardian who places a child in an approved 

25 pr~va:e school or a home education program shail annually 

26 provide written r.otice of intent to the superintendent 0: 
27 sc~ools of the local schoel district by September 1 of eac~ 

28 5C~OO: year. The notice shall inClude the name and aqe 0: t~e 

29 c~:ld, the period of time durir.g which the chi:d has beer. 0, 
'0 ." .. "e '''ce;v'~g .J " ................. __ .... 1 instr~ct~on i~ a private education pr=gr3~, 

31 an o~t::~e ~E ~he course c: study, a~d the ~ame, address, 

32 proof o~ the educational q~alifications of the priva:e =r ~=~e 

33 lnst:uc:or and any teaching or classroom ass:stants, ev~der.ce 

34 0: :equired i~.ur.iza:ior.s of ~he c~ild, and ~he res~:~s ct a 

35 rCU:lne pr.yslcal exam!nat~on of t~e chi:d completed r.o mere 
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5.:. !-!.:- . 

2 "~~~:se :~ st~dy" s~al~ i~c:~de ~~e sub~ec:s cove:ed a~d ~~e 

J ::~e 5per.~ ~n :he areas ~f study. 

Sec.? ~E~ S~CTION. 299A.5 JUA~ E~RO~~~E~~. 

~ schoc: f~r d~a: enro::men: purposes a~d shal: be i~c~~ded _ .. 

8 the publlc scnool's bas1c e~ro:lme~t ander section ~42.~. 

9 Sec. 6. ~£w SEC~:ON. 299A.6 QUA~:FICATIONS OF PR:VA~E 

:0 :XSTR::':C-:ORS. 

11 For every thirty chi:dre~ enrolled 1n an approved pr1vate 

12 school. the board of directors or governing body of the schcc~ 

:J sha:l e~plcy one private instruc:or who holds a bac~e:or's 

14 degree from a postsecondary institution. Any approved prlvate 

15 school ~hich does net meet :he :eq~i:ements of this sec:~on by 

:6 J~ly :. 1989, may cont1nue to conduct private instrac:lo~. o~t 

17 must provide proof of compliance with the require~ents oy ___ I 

Sec. 7. NEW SECT:ON. 299A.7 rNSTR~CT:ON. 

20 A private :nstruction program shall include. b~t lS no: 

21 ::~:ted ~~, :ar.guage ar:s, soc:al stud:es, mathemat:cs, 

22 science. ~ealth and physical education, art. and music. 

23 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 299A.8 PREENROLLMENT ~SSE5SMSNT. 

24 Before a parent or guardian enrolls a child in a private 2r 

25 hc~e ed~cation program, the chi:d must submit to a 

25 preenrollment assess~ent administered through the local sch2cl 

27 C:Sttlct. The assessment shal: be developme~tally app:opr:ace 

28 ~c: :he child's perceived :evel :ntellec:aal :unct:o~ing 0: 

29 discerned grade level. and is no: required ~cr other :han :ne 

30 flrs: 'i@a: of enrc:lreent. 

Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 299A.9 ANNUAL ~E5T. 

32 Sach cn,~d enrolled :n a private educat:on prog:a~ shall 

33 a~n~d::y cor,plete a ~a~:~na:ly no:med, s:a~dardized tes~, 

34 adrni~istered t~~ough the :ocal school dist:ict. The :es~ 

: 5 . . l b :- s~a_ . e cnosen oy :he parent or g~a[dian c~ tne 
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~:s: =f ~~ :ess than f~ve :ests se:ec~ed a~d appr=ved by :~e 

L cepa=:~e~: =~ educa:i:n ~cr ~se unae: this chap:er. 

3 shal: be ad~i~:s:ered i~ :he oui:~ing ~r !ac~:~ty where :~e 

~ p[~va:e ed~c3:~~n program is co~ducted. 7~e :esu:~s o! :~e 

~ test sha~i be subm:tted to the superi~te~dent c~ :he :~ca: 

6 5C~OO: district. 

Sec. lO. ~EW SECTION. 299A.:O ACA~E~!C RE~ED:AT:QS. 

8 rE a c~lld e~rol:ed i~ a pri7a:e ed~caticn prcgra~ Ea~ls 

9 de~onst:a:e academic progress as evidenced by the chi~d's 

10 scores on ~~e ~es: admi~istered p~rsuan~ to sec:io~ 299A.9. 

:: ~~e pr~vate or ~ome ins:ructor shall modify the private 

i2 education program wi:h :he assis:ance of a certificated 

13 teacher employed by :he local school district. to remedia:e 

:4 the academic problem. The modified private education progra~ 

lS shal: continue for one se~ester, after which the ct~:d sha:l 

16 be :ested. us~ng a test approved under sect~on 299A.9. 

17 :esul:s of the ~est i~dica:e that :emediation has resulted 

18 acade~ic progress. the private or home instruc:o~ may ~e:ur~ 

:9 :0 a~ ~ns~perv~sed private educa:ion program. The tes: ~sed 

20 :0 determine whether remedia:ion has resulted i~ academic 

2l progress shall be in addition :0 the a~nual test required 

22 under sec:~on 299A.9. 

23 Sec. :~. NEW SECTION. 299A.ll EDUCATION ASSIS~ANCE 

2'; ?ROGRA.,!. 

2S IE a chi:d fails to achieve academic progress af:er one 

26 semes:er of remediation as described :n sectic~ 299A.10. the 

27 ~od:d of directors of the :ocal schoo~ distric: sr.a:l 

28 ~~pl@~er.t an education ass:s~ance program for :he c~::d. :~e 

29 beard of directors sha:l ass~gn one of ~ts cer:ificated 

30 :eacners :0 assist the pr~vate oi home ~nstruc:or for not ~o:e 

3: :~an ten ~curs per week. ~he education assistance program 

32 sha:: continue for one semester. after which the ch~ld s~a:: 

33 De tested. us~~g a test approved ~~der sect~on 299A.9. 

J~ res~lts of ~he :es~ indicate ~hat :he ed~catio~ ass:sta~ce 

35 or~~:am ~as ~es·~l~ea· ~n, acade-l·c D-~-reSs -~e pr'va"e ~~ ~--Q ~.., • ............. _. . .. ~~-,=, , .................. " ..... , .. ...... 

-~-
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RS (e~ -~ ~- a- j-.. s':pe·.·.·.'~e~ pr.··J~~e e~~ra~:~~ ... .:.... :. r .... C ~:::- :7'.a y ... -..i.. .• ~..J •• - - ~ - - - - - - - -

2 9~:s:a~ a~d ~~:t~er ass~s:a~ce ~y a ~e=~~~~ca:ed :eac~e~ s~a_~ 

3 ~o: be :equ:red. The tes~ adrei~:ste[ed ~~de: ~~~3 sect:~n :s 

4 l~ add:::~~ :~ :~e test ad~:~is:e~ed ~r.de~ sect:~~ 299A.~ cr 

, 299';.:0. 

6 Sec. :2. NEW SEC-:':ON. 

:f a chi:d has not aChieved acade~~c progress ~~::=~~~g a~ 

8 education assis~a~ce progra~ cond~cted ~~der sec:~o~ 299A.::, 

9 :~e board of d~rec~o:s of the local school d~stric: shai: 

'." .,,~ ... -e • ... e ~a'e~t ~r gua-"'l' an c" ·"e ch; ld ·c en'~:' t"'e oJ .. -"'l.Y." ..... ~.. •• ""'" ..... ~ ... 1 ... '" ... "-'__ •• 

'1 ch:~d i~ ei:her a public schco~, an accredited non9~blic 

:2 sc~oe:. an approved private scheol ~E the child has been 

13 enrolled in a ~cme educatien program. or a home educat:o~ 

:4 prog:a~ if ~~e child has been enrolled in an approved private 

15 sch~cl, or ~ay req~ire the cc~:~nua:ion of the educati~~ 

:6 ass:s:a~ce progra~ Ecr an additional semester. :n deter~i~:~g 

~i w~ic~ ~ldcene~t will best serve :he chi:d's educaticna: 

:8 deve:~p~en:. the beard shall consider the ~n:erests of t~e 

1.3 pa:e:--.t ·~r g~a:-dia!11 the reco~1\e::daticns c>f t!ie cer!::::ca:ec 

20 teacher ass~g~ed to ass~st in c~e educa:io~ ass~stance 

21 pr~g:am, a~d :he results of :~e tes:s admi~is:e[ed ~~der 

22 sect:o~s 2991'..9. 2991'..10. and 299A.ll. 

Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 299A.13 APPEAL. 23 

24 ...... 0 
.L ...... dec~5ion of the board of directors oE the :ocal. schco: 

25 015::1C: ~ay oe appealed to the state board of educaticn ..l~ce: 

25 c~ap~er 290. A decision by :he scate board of ed'...!ca:ion 

27 co~s:it~tes fi~al agency action for p~rpose5 cf ~~d:cial 

28 :e'lie;,;. 

29 pare:-:: , 

30 pr:. '/a ':12 

31 :e~o'/ed 

32 a;;peal 

s 
Except where the d:5:ric: cou:: has granted a 

or guardian's spec:al application :o~ relief, t~e 

educa::cn program from which :~e chi:d is bel~g 

sha:l ~ct be conti~ued dur:~g the pendency of t~e 

33 ac~:edited ~~~publ:c schoo: ~~cer section 299A.:~ sta~l ~~~ 

3~ ~rec:~de ~eenrol:~e~t of a child i~ a ?rivate ed~cat~=~ 

35 9:~~:am :: a pare~t ~r gua~dia~ e5:a~~is~es :0 t~e board 
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1 d~rec::~s :~ :~e :=cal schoo: di5:r~c: :ha: :~e pr:va:e 

2 ed~ca::=~ ~rcgra~ to be offered ~ill =es~lt ~~ acade~!c 

3 p:-=qre3s. 

Sec. . , 
-~. 

5 ASSIS::ANC. 

299~ .. :~ 

6 A pub:~c sc~oc: sha:: develop a hc~e i~str~ct~a~ ass:s:a~c~ 

7 ptcgra~ ~h~ch shall be ~mp:eme~ted upen request by a ~e~e 

8 ~~s~r~ctor. :he progra~ shal: ~ct be avai:able to a pr:':ate 

3 i~5truc~cr or a teaching or classroom assistant. ,r.e program 

:0 s~al: l~clude, but need ne: be li~i:ed to, providing a 

certificated ~eacher to meet regularly w:th the chi:d a~d t~e 

12 he~e :nstructor to assis: in instructional planning :0 ach~eve 

13 acacemic progress in one or more of t~e subject areas 

14 spec:::ed i~ sectlon 299A.7 . 

. ~ Sec. :5. ~EW SECTION. 299A.15 INS:ROCTOR O~KERW:S~ NOT 

:5 Qt:AL::I~D. 
A pr:vate or home i~st:uctor or a teaching or class=~c~ 

18 a5s15ta~: ~~o does not hold a teacher's cert~fica:e ~ss~ed by 

:9 t~e s:a~e board of educat:onal examiners is ~ct a ce~t~~:=a:ed 

2G teacter. 

Sec. ~ 6. :-iEW SEC'WN. 299A.16 NO~ ~AX EXEMP7. 

22 A ho~e used Eor a pr~vate educatien pregra~ under this 

23 c~apter lS ~et eligible for tax exemption ~nder section 427.:, 

24 Sec. ~i. NEW SECTION. 299A.17 VIOLATIONS. 

25 A pe~son who violates the prov.sions of this chapter ~s 

26 gu~~t¥ of a serious misdemeanor, punis~able by a fine ne: 

27 exceeding one thousand dollars, confinement net exceeding one 

28 yea:, 0: the performance of up to one hund:ed ~wenty nc~rs ~L 

29 ~:-:~a:d ccm:nt..:ni~y services, or any cOr.',o~na~:cn 0: a =:~e, 

30 c8~::.~e7.er::, :>r corr.muni~y serv~ces. 

32 7his b~:l permits private educaticn in the hoce and in 

33 cer:ai~ nonaccredited private schoe:s. Any child whc a::en~s 

34 p::~a~e ed~ca~~on shall be regis:ered ~~~h t~e publ~c sc~:c: 
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2 ca:@~~3~ ;ea~. A c~i:1 is ~es~ed =~ce ceE=re e~ce~:~g ~=~e 

3 :~5:~~C:~=~ and re:ested eaen yea~ :0 deter~i~e ~he:~~~ :~e 

6 9ub~:c sc~oc: d~str:ct by Septembe~ :5 of t!":e i'ea: :)~ :.':a:e 

7 ed~ca:~~~ enrcll~e~t. Remediation, ed~cat:=n assi5~ance, a~d 

8 :~st:~c:io~ assistance are provided for a ~ome :~str~c:~~. 

9 ?erso~s v~o:a:i~g this chapter are gui:ty c~ a se=:o~s ~~s-

:0 demeanor. 

:1 The bill may provide a state mandate as defi~ed •.. :~apter 

12 253. 

:8 
:9 
20 
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22 
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24 
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26 
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28 
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Passed House, Da~e 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 

HoeSE :!LE 
31 (PROPOSED COMPULSORY SCHCO~ 

ATTEN::lANCE STUDY COM.'!:"::::: 

ar:'Lj 

Passed Senate, Dace 
Vote: Ayes Says 

A BILL FOR 

"':1 
BE 

Act relating to compulsory attendance and providing pena:ties. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF :OWA: 

TLSB l43iH: 73 

lw/cf/24 



S. F. H.E'. 

Sec:~o:1 Sec:ion 299.1, Code :989, is a~e:1ded :0 ~ead as 

2 1::>:':"8""$: 

3 299.: ATTENDANCE REQG:RE~ENTS. 

~ :he ?dre~:, guardian, or :egal or ac:~a: c~s:odian o~ a 

5 c~i:d w~c ~s over seven a~d ~nder six:een years of age by 

6 Septemoe~ :5, in proper physical and mental condit~c~ :0 
7 at:e:1d sc~oo:, shall e:1rol~ the child in some pub~ic SC:1co:, 

8 c<)il'.r.ler.c~ •. g as provided ur.de~ sect~on 279.10. 

9 The board may, by resolution, require atter.da~ce i~ :~e 

:0 p~blic schools for :he e:1tire time when the schoo:s are in 

,. session "n any sChool year. 

"2 A child shall attend an accredi:ed or approved sChoo: fo~ 

13 at least one hundred ~~e~~y sixty days each school year. :he 

14 requirement shall be met by attendance for at least ~h:~ey 

i5 forty days each schoo: quarter, or a similar distribution of 

16 attendance throughout the SChool year. 

:7 In lie~ 0: such attendance such cht~d may attend ~~en 
:8 e~a:ve%e~~ private i:1struction by a certified teacher 

~9 e:sewhere. 

20 Sec. 2. Section 299.3, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

2~ fo:lows: 

22 299.3 REPORTS FROM PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 

23 Wit!1in ten 

24 of the sC!1oo1 

days from receipt of notice from the secreta~y 

district within which any private schoo: ~s 

25 cond~c:ed, the principa: of such school shall. once dur~~g 

26 eac~ sC!1ool year, and at any time when reques:ed in i~d~vid~a: 

27 cases. ~urnish to such secre:ary a certificate and repo~t ~~ 

28 d~p:icate of the names, ages, and :1umber of days attenda~ce 0: 
29 each p~pil of such school over seve~ and under sixtee~ years 

30 o~ age, :he course of st~dy pursued by in each ~aeh-e~:~d 

3l g~ade. t~e texts used, and the names of the teachers. dur~:1g 

32 the precedi:1g year and :rom the time of the kast precedi~g 

33 ~epc~t :0 tne time at which a report 15 req~ired. T!1e 

34 secretary shall retain one 0: the repo~ts and f~le the othe~ 

35 With the secreta~y of the a~ea education agency. 
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Sec. 3. Sec:ion 299.4, Code :989, ~s arr.e~ded :0 read as 

3 299.4 REPORTS AS TO PRIVATE i~STR~CTION. 

4 The paren:, guardia~, or legal or act~al cus:od~an of a 

5 chL:d whc by September lS is over seven and ~~de: six:ee~ 
6 years of age, who places :he chi:d u~der private i~s:ruc:io~. 

7 not in an accredited or approved school, shall furnish a 

8 report~ ~~-d~~~~ea~e wi:hin ten days of the end of every 

9 public school quarter, to the district ~y-~he-ea~~~e~~ 

10 ~ta~t±~~-de~e-~~ee~e±ed-t~-~eet±e~-~~97%e7-~a~~ee~±e~-%. ~he 

1: secretary shall retai~ and file one copy a~d-fe~we~d-~he-ethe~ 

12 eopy-ee-~he-d±st~ie~~~-a~ea-edaeat%en-a~eney of the repor:. 

:3 The report shall state the name and age of the child, the 
14 period of time during which the child has been or will be 

15 under private instruct:on for the school year, an outline of 

:6 the course of study, texts used, and the name and address of 

17 the instr~ctor. The term ·outline of course of study" sha:: 

18 include, but is not limited to, subjects covered, week:y 

19 lesson p:ans, a~d time spent on the areas of s:udy. 

20 Sec. 4. 5ec:ion 299.6, Code 1989, is ame~ded to read as 

21 follows: 

22 299.6 VIO~ATrONS -- CO~~UNITY SERVICE £N-c£EH-ep OR fINS 

23 OR IMPRISONMENT. 

24 Any person who ~ha~i-y%o%a~e violates any of the prov~sio~s 

25 of sectio~s 299.1 ~e through 299.57-%~eias%ye7-~he%i-~e :s 

26 guilty of a s±ll\~:e serious misdemeanor and the court sha:: ~ 
27 order the person to perform not more than fe~~y one hu~dred 

28 twenty hours of unpaid co~~unity service instead of any :~ne 

29 or ~mprisonment. 

30 Sec. 5. Section 299.8, Code :989, is amended to read as 
3: follows: 

32 299.8 ":'RUAN'i'" ::>£FINED. 

33 Any chiid ever seven and under sixteen years oE age, in 

34 proper physical and mental condition to attend school, whc 

35 fails to atte~d schcel regularly a~-?~eY±ded-~~-~h~s-e~a~~e~ 
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~ or att.ends fewer days t.han t~e ~i~~~um n~rnber of days . 
2 presc~iDed by the beard of di~ectors of :he pub~ic sc~oc:, 0: 

3 gover~ing body oE the nonoub:ic schoo~, without reasonable 

4 excuse f=r :he abse~ce, sha:l be deemed to be a ~ruan:. 

5 Sec. 6. Section 299.10. Code 1989. is amecded :0 read as 

7 299.10 TRUANCY OFFICERS --A?POIN~MENT -- COM?ESSAT:CN. 

8 The board of each school district may. and in schoo: 

9 districts having a population of twenty thousacd shal:. 

:0 appoint a truancy officer. 

11 i~-e~s~~~c~s-he~~~9-~he~e~~-e-e±tY7-~he The board ~ay 

12 appoint a ~ember of the police for eeL er ~ marshalL es-s~eh 

13 etticer7-e~e-e~her-e±s~~±ees-me1-eppe±~e-a-ee"seeb!e or 

:4 contract with some other suitable person to serve as the 

15 truancy officer. 

16 Seeh-off±ee~s-she::-be-pe±e-e-reeso~ebie-eompe"se~±o"-by 

17 ehe-boe~d.,. 

L8 Sec. 7. Section 299.::. Code 1989, is amended :0 read as 

:9 follows: 

20 299.11 DUTIES OF TRLJANCY OFf:CER. 

21 The truancy o:ficer shall take into custody without warrant 

22 any apparently ~ruant child and place the chiLd in the charge 

23 oE the eeeeher-±"-eherge-oe-the public school designated by 

24 the board oE directors of the school district in which se:d 

25 the child resides, or of any p~t~e~e nonpublic school 

26 designated by the person having legal control oE the child; 

27 b~: if it is other than a public school, the ir.structicn and 

28 ~ainte~ance of the child the~e~n shall be witno~t expense ~o 

29 the schoo: d:strict. 

30 T~e t:~ancy of:icer shall promptly institute 
. . , 

c: l:n~!1a. 

31 proceed:~9s against any person violating any 0: the prov:sio~s 

32 0: sec~io~.s 299.: ~o through 299.5. Th "". e truancy o._~cer 

33 apoly to the district cour~ or the juvenile court of t~e 

34 cou~ty in which the pare~t. g~ardian. or legal or actua: 

35 custodian of a child res:des Ear an order req~iri~g the 
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~ oarent, q~a:dia~1 or custodian :0 ccmoel :he a~tenda~ce of :~e 

2 c~~ld a~ sc~ool. 

3 Sec. 8. Section 299.:6, Code :989, :s amended to read as 

4 fo:'lcws: 

5 299.:6 FA:~ua£ ~O AT~£ND. 

6 Scheol o~~icers shall ascertai~ t~e ~umber of ch~ldre~ cve~ 

7 seven and under s~xteen years of age, in the~r respectL~e 

8 distr~cts, the number of such chi:dren ~ho do not atte~d 

9 schoo:, a~d so far as possible the cause 0: the :a~lure :0 
:0 attend. A list of those children ~ho fa~l to attend the 

11 required for:y days per school auarter, without reasonable 

12 excuse, shall be sent to the department of education ~ithin 

13 ten days after the comoletion of each school quarter. 

14 Sec. 9. Sections 299.14 and 299.22, Code 1989, are 

15 repealed. 

16 EXPLANATION 

17 This bill changes the number of days of required SChOOl 

18 a~te~dance f:om one hund:ed twenty to one h~ndred forty. :~e 

19 time :or report~ng private instruction information has been 

20 changed. ~he penalty Eor violations of the compulsory 

21 attendance la~s has been expanded. A truancy officer may nc~ 

22 go to :uvenile or district court to obtain an orcer to compe: 

23 a parent, guardian, or custodian to ensure that a chi:d 

24 attends scheol. A list of truant children must be sent to the 

25 department of education. 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

35 
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