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COURT ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES STUDY COMMITTEE 

February, 1988 

The Court Administrative Services 
established by the Legislative Council 
court reorganization on the functions 
document the amount of property tax 

Study Committee was 
to review the impact of 
of county offices, and 

relief generated and the 
will result from court potential cost savings which 

reorganization. 

Members serving on the Study Committee were: 

Senator Berl E. Priebe, Co-chairperson 
Representative Daniel J. Jay, Co-chairperson 
Senator Eugene Fraise 
Senator Richard Varn 
Senator Jack Hester 
Senator Richard Drake 
Representative Robert D. Fuller 
Representative Louis J. Muhlbauer 
Representative Donald Paulin 
Representative Vic Stueland 

The Committee was authorized two meetings which were held on 
October 22 and November 24, 1987. The Committee heard testimony 
from persons representing the judicial department, the Clerks of 
Court Association, the Juvenile Court Officers Association, the 
Shorthand Reporters Association, and the Iowa Association of 
Counties. The Committee also heard from persons advocating the 
creation of new judicial districts. 

Rebecca Reznicek, Executive Assistant to the Chief Justice of 
the Iowa Supreme Court, briefed the Committee on the history of 
court reorganization. She informed the Committee that prior to 
reorganization, 75 percent of the cost of the court system was 
borne by the counties through property taxes which resulted in 
inequities due to the differences in assessed property values in 
the various counties. A study was commissioned in 1979 which 
resulted in the passage of the Court Reorganization Act in 1983 
which provided for a phased state assumption of the cost of the 
court system which has resulted in net property tax relief of 
$28,437,321. She also provided the Committee with information 
concerning cost of fully implementing comparable worth for the 
clerks, the cost of establishing a new judicial district, and the 
number of filings, dispositions, and judges per district and 
subdist r iet. 
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Mr. Dale Halverson, Mr. James Bartosh, Mr. Jerry Weis, and Ms. 
Shirley Redenius testified on behalf of the Clerks of Court 
Association. They supported court reorganization, but objected to 
the fact that their salaries were capped and not subject to 
comparable worth resulting, in their view, in an inequitable 
salary structure under which the clerks and their deputies may 
have a lower salary than some of their employees. The issue of 
child support recovery was discussed, which process was one of the 
duties of the clerks of court before being entrusted to the Child 
Support Recovery Unit of the Depar~ment of Human Services, and co
chairpersons Priebe and Jay expressed a desire to see that 
responsibility returned to the clerks of court. 

Mr. Don Wyngarden, President of the Juvenile Court Officers 
Association, stated that juvenile court officers do belong under 
the judicial system and commented that the salary schedule 
established under reorganization has had a positive impact. He 
cautioned that a number of his colleagues fear their communication 
process has become too formal and are concerned that a 
bureaucratic hierarchy is being established that will unnec
essarily complicate their work. 

Ms. Pam Day, President of the Shorthand Reporters Association, 
stated that one problem with reorganization was placing the 
Shorthand reporters under supervision of the district court 
administrator which places the administrator between the reporter 
and che judge the reporter works for and in effect leaves the 
reporter with two persons directing the reporters activities. She 
also complained that reorganization placed the reporters on a two
week, eighty hour pay period basis which does not accurately 
conform to a reporter's work schedule which consists of irregular 
hours due to the trial schedule. She also noted that the 62.5 
percent of reporters are at the top of their pay schedule under 
comparable worth. 

Mr. Victor Elias, 
Counties, stated that 
reduced property taxes 
but probably had averted 

representing the Iowa State Association of 
state assumption of court costs had not 

due to other pressures on county budgets 
an increase. 

The Committee heard from Mr. Keith McKinley, Chair of the 
Subdistrict Separation Committee, District 2A; Judge Ralph F. 
McCartney, District Court Judge, District 2A; and Judge C.H. Wild, 
Ret., on the issue of creating a new judicial district out of 
Judicial Subdistrict 2A. They noted that twenty-one judiCial 
districts in 1967 were reduced to eighteen and further reduced to 
eight in 1971. They argued the size of the judicial districts, 
and theirs in particular, which is eighteen percent larger than 
the next largest district, made effective administration 
impossible. They contended that creating a new district would 
require some additional personnel, but costs would be minimal and 
disputed as being too high, the estimated cost figures for 
creating a new judicial district which the Supreme Court supplied. 
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Judge James P. Denato, District Court Judge, District 5, 
declared that the General Assembly should not look at the specific 
issue of creating a new district from District 2A, but should look 
at the state as a whole when determining how best the court can 
serve the state. 

During the Committee's second meeting on November 24, 1987, the 
Committee again received presentations from the Judicial 
Department. Mr. David Boyd, Deputy State Court Administrator 
briefed the Committee on the Judicial Department budget and the 
court costs in the various counties. He also briefed the 
Committee on county base funding of the juvenile court system. He 
noted that the county base was on the rise in the last decade with 
a total base of 3.3 million dollars in 1987. He added that in 
fiscal year 1988 there was an initial budget of 3 million dOllars 
with 1.8 million to the juvenile court and 1.2 million to the 
Department of Human Services. 

Mr. Boyd also briefed the Committee on the Department's plan to 
automate the court system to decentralize organization and provide 
better information. He reported that the plan was based upon the 
recommendation of a consultant's study received in September and 
calls for computerization of the Department for administration and 
case management over the next four to five years. Larry Murphy, a 
former district court administrator in the second district, who 
was a member of the court's advisory committee on computerization, 
reported that the Committee had been working over two and one-half 
years with Honeywell to setup the system. 

At the conclusion of the Department's testimony, the Committee 
reviewed and adopted a proposed bill to eliminate the county base 
for juvenile court funding and to shift those costs to the state. 

The Committee also examined the issue regarding child support 
recovery and problems which have been experienced with the 
Collection Services Center of the Child Support Recovery Unit of 
the Department of Human Services. Sharon Sheppard, Clerk of Court 
of Appanoose County, testified to the problems which had been 
experienced in her county, consisting mostly of late arrival of 
checks when the payment had been made as required to the 
Collection Services Center. She observed that even when calls 
were made to the Center, the response was often inaccurate or 
ineffective. Chris Ill, Administrator of the Collection Services 
Center appeared before the Committee and testified that there had 
been problems in the operations of the Center but they were being 
corrected as they arise. She blamed part of the problem on 
computer programming which makes address correction difficult. 
She stated that the Center was aiming for a twenty-four hour 
turnaround time on checks received, but estimated that out of one 
thousand checks received, fifty will have problems. She noted 
that only twenty-two counties have been converted to the 
Collection Services Center to date and that they were behind 
schedule, but anticipated meeting their target date. 

1 3 



14 

Court Administrative Services Study Committee 
Final Report - February, 1988 
Page 4 

James Carney of the Iowa Bar Association contended that the 
creation of the Collection Services Center was in response to the 
inducement of a federal grant and was not really an effective 
child support recovery tool. He contended that the clerks of 
court had been doing an excellent job of receiving and disbursing 
checks and that the Center did little more than receive checks and 
issue state warrants; a process which was less efficient and less 
accurate. He noted that the twenty-two counties converted are 
largely (ural counties and predicted more problems with the more 
populous counties. He declared that there are other more 
effective tools for child support recovery such as tax refund 
liens and wage garnishment and stated that the Bar would propose a 
bill to return child support collection to the clerks of court. A 
number of the Committee members commented that they had more calls 
on this issue than on any in rece~t memory. 

The Committee reviewed, amended, and adopted a proposed bill to 
abolish the Collection Services Center and return the duty to the 
clerks of court. 

The Study Committee recommends to the Legislative Council for 
consideration of the appropriate standing committees of the 
Seventy-second General Assembly, LSB 774315, a bill for An Act 
relating to the funding of the juvenile justice system, and LSB 
723515, a bill for An Act relating to the receipt and disbursement 
of support payments, providing for the Act's applicability, and 
providing effective dates. 

A copy of both bill drafts as recommended by the Study 
Committee is attached to and by this reference made a part of this 
report. 

Final,Court 
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Approved __________________________ _ 

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the funding of the juvenile justice system. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 6 
S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 232.11, subsection 3, paragraph b, Code 

2 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

3 b. If the court determines that the parent, guardian or 

4 custodian cannot pay any part of the expenses of counsel to 

5 represent the child, it shall appoint such counsel, who shall 

6 be reimbursed according to ~"~-~rov±s±o"s-e£ section 232.141, 

7 subsection 1, paragraph ud u "b". 

8 Sec. 2. Section 232.52, subsection 2, paragraph c, 

9 subparagraph (2), Code 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

10 (2) If the court deems appropriate, ordering the parent, 

11 guardian, or custodian to reimburse the eOtl"~7 state for any 

12 costs incurred as provided in section 232.141, subsection r 4 

13 or to otherwise payor provide for such care and treatment. 

14 Sec. 3. Section 232.89, subsection 3, Code 1987, is 

15 amended to read as follows: 

16 3. The court shall determine, after giving the parent, 

17 guardian or custodian an opportunity to be heard, whether such 

18 person has the ability to pay in whole or in part for counsel 

19 appointed for the child. If the court determines that s~eh 

20 the person possesses sufficient financial ability, the court 

21 shall then consult with the department of human services, the 

22 juvenile probation office or other authorized agency or 

23 individual regarding the likelihood of impairment of the 

24 relationship between the child and the child's parent, 

25 guardian or custodian as a result of ordering the parent, 

26 guardian or custodian to pay for the child's counsel. If 

27 impairment is deemed unlikely, the court shall order that 

28 person to pay such sums as the court finds appropriate in the 

29 manner and to whom the court directs. If the person so 

30 ordered fails to comply with the order without good reason, 

31 the court shall enter judgment against the person. If 

32 impairment is deemed likely or if the court determines that 

33 the parent, guardian or custodian cannot pay any part of the 

34 expenses of counsel appointed to represent the child, counsel 

35 shall be reimbursed pursuant to section 232.141, subsection 1, 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 paragraph lla ll "b". 

2 Sec. 4. Section 232.141, Code Supplement 1987, is amended 

3 to read as follows: 

4 232.141 EXPENSES CHARGED TO EeHN~¥ STATE. 

5 1. The following expenses upon certification of the judge 

6 to the boa~d-ef-s~~@~¥~~e~~ state court administrator or upon 

7 such other authorization as provided by law are a charge upon 

8 the ee~ftty-~ft-wh~eh-~he-proeeed~ftgs-a~@-h@~a-ee-~he-exe@ft~ 

9 pro¥~ded-~ft-sttbsee~~eft-8 state and shall be paid by the 

10 judicial department. 

11 a. The fees and mileage of witnesses and the expenses and 

12 mileage of officers serving notices and subpoenas. 

13 b. Reasonable compensation for an attorney appointed by 

14 the court to serve as counselor guardian ad litem. 

15 2. The following expenses upon certification of the judge 

16 to the board-of-stt~@ry~sors department of human services or 

17 upon such other authorization as provided by law are a charge 

18 upon the eOttft~y-~d@ft~~f~ed-p~r~tlan~-~o-~ttbsee~~on-4-to-~he 

19 ex~efte-proviaea-in-~ttb~eee~eft-8 state and shall be paid by the 

20 department of human services: 

21 a. The expenses of transporting a child to a place 

22 designated by a child placing agency for the care of a child 

23 if the court transfers legal custody to a child placing 

24 agency. 

25 b. The expense of transporting a child to or from a place 

26 designated by the court. 

27 c. The expense of treatment or care ordered by the court 

28 under an authority of subsection 3. 

29 3. If legal custody of a minor is transferred by the 

30 court, if the minor is placed by the court with someone other 

31 than the parents, if a minor is given physical or mental 

32 examinations or treatment under order of the court, or if a 

33 minor is given physical or mental examination or treatment 

34 with the consent of the parent, guardian, or legal custodian 

35 relating to a child abuse investigation, and no provision is 

-2-

1 7 



I 8 
S.P. H.P. 

1 otherwise made by law for payment for the care, examination, 

2 or treatment of the minor, the costs shall be charged upon the 

3 funds of the eetln~y-iden~ified-~tlr~tlBn~-~e-stlbsee~±en-4 state. 

4 4.--~he-ex~enses-eer~±f±ed-tlnder-~tlbsee~ien-~-~hB~-Bre-~he 

5 restlr~-ef-a-eetlr~-~reeeed±n9-~hBil-be-a-eharge-tlpen-the-eetln~y 

6 in-whieh-~he-preeeed±n9s-are-herd.--~he-expenses-eertitied 

7 tlneer-~tlb~ee~±en-~-tha~-are-~he-restl±~-ef-B-eh±id-abtlse 

8 investi9a~ien-and-ne~-a-eetlr~-preeeed±n9-shall-be-a-eharge 

9 tlpen-~he-eetln~y-in-whieh-~he-eh±±d-res±ees. 

10 S 4. Por court-ordered care, examination, and treatment 

11 authorized by this section, except where the parent-child 

12 relationship is terminated, the court may inquire into the 

13 ability of the parents to support the minor and after giving 

14 the parents a reasonable opportunity to be heard may order the 

15 parents to pay in the manner and to whom the court may direct, 

16 such sums as will cover in whole or in part the cost of care, 

17 examination, or treatment of the minor. An order entered 

18 under this section shall not obligate a parent paying child 

19 support under a custody decree, except that any part of such a 

20 monthly support payment may be used to satisfy the obligations 

21 imposed by an order entered under this section. If the 

22 parents fail to pay the sum without good reason, the parents 

23 may be proceeded against for contempt or the court may inform 

24 the county attorney who shall proceed against the parents to 

25 collect the unpaid sums or both. Any such sums ordered by the 

26 court shall be a judgment against each of the parents and a 

27 lien as provided in section 624.23. If all or any part of the 

28 sums that the parents are ordered to pay is subsequently paid 

29 by the eetln~y state, the judgment and lien shall be against 

30 each of the parents in favor of the eetln~y state to the extent 

31 of the county's payments. 

32 6 5. Upon the issuance of a court order for the care, 

33 examination, or treatment of a minor, the court shall furnish 

34 a copy of the court order to all providers of the care, 

35 examination, or treatment. 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 ~~--~he-eo~~ey-eha~ged-w~eh-ehe-eose-a~d-ex~e~ses-Hnder 

2 sHbseee~o~-t-o~-pH~sHa~e-ee-sHbseee±en-4-may-~eeover-ehe-eoses 

3 a~d-ex~e~ses-f~om-ehe-eoH~ey-where-ehe-ehitd-has-teqal 

4 seeelemene-by-f±t±nq-ver±fied-elaims-whieh-shall-be-payabte-as 

5 are-oehe~-etaims-a9ainse-ehe-eoH~ey-seaee~--A-deeailed 

6 seaeeme~e-of-ehe-faees-~po~-wh~eh-ehe-etaim-is-based-shall 

7 aeeempa~y-ehe-etaim~--A~y-d~spHee-i~volvi~g-ehe-le9al 

8 seeeteme~e-ef-a-ehitd-fe~-whieh-ehe-eo~~e-has-erdered-~ayme~e 

9 Hnder-atlehoriey-of-ehis-seeeio~-shatt-be-seeeled-i~-aeeordanee 

10 wieh-seeeions-%5%.%%-a~d-%5%.r3. 

11 8.--eoses-i~eH~~ed-H~de~-ehis-seeeio~-shatl-be-paid-as 

12 follews~ 

13 a.--~he-eoses-i~e~~~ed-H~der-ehe-provisions-ef-seeeion 

14 %3r.5%-of-p~io~-eodes-by-eaeh-eoH~ey-fe~-ehe-fiseal-yea~s 

15 beqi~~i~g-~Hly-t,-1915,-1916-a~d-19~1-shall-be-ave~aqed.--~he 

16 average-eese-for-eaeh-eoHney-shatl-be-ehae-eo~neyis-base-eose 

17 for-ehe-firse-fiseat-yea~-afeer-dtlly-l,-1919. 

18 b.--Eaeh-eotlney-shatt-be-~eqH±red-eo-pay-for-ehe-firse 

19 f±seal-yea~-afeer-dHty-t,-1919-an-amo~ne-eqtlal-eo-ies-base 

20 eose-pl~s-an-amo~ne-eqHai-eo-ehe-pe~eeneage-raee-of-ehange-in 

21 ehe-eonstlmer-priee-index-as-eabHiaeed-by-ehe-bHreatl-O£-tabor 

22 seaeiseies-for-ehe-e~~~ene-fiseal-year-eimes-ehe-base-eese. 

23 e~--A-eotlntyis-base-eose-fo~-a-fiseal-year-pltls-ehe 

24 pe~eeneaqe-rate-of-ehange-ameH~e-aS-eomptleed-in-paragraph-ubu 

25 shall-beeome-ehae-eoHneyis-base-eose-fo~-the-s~eeeedi~g-fiseal 

26 year.--~he-ameH~e-ee-be-paid-in-ehe-sHeeeeding-year-by-ehe 

27 eeH~ey-shall-be-eemp~eed-as-p~ovided-in-pa~agraph-ubu. 

28 d.--~he-eoeal-amo~nes-eo-be-paid-by-a-eoH~ey-shalt-be 

29 eompHeed-as-p~ovided-in-paragraphs-uau,-ubu,-a~d-ueu.--por-ehe 

30 fiseat-yea~-be9i~ning-dtliy-i7-ige1-a~d-s~bseqHe~e-fiseai 

31 years,-eaeh-eo~neyis-base-eose-shall-be-divided-into-ewo 

32 separaee-base-eeses,-represeneing-ehe-eoses-of-w±eness-and 

33 miieage-fees-and-aeeorney-fees-paid-pHrs~ane-eo-s~bseeeion-±, 

34 parag~aphs-uau-and-ubu7-eo-be-reimb~rsed-by-ehe-;tldieiai 

35 departme~t7-and-rep~eseneing-ehe-eeses-of-~ransporeae~on-and 

-4-
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20 
S.F. H.F. 

1 treatme~t-er-eare-~a~e-~~r~~e~t-te-stlbseet~e~-~7-~are~raphs 

2 uau7-ubu7-a~e-ueU7-te-be-reimbtlrsee-by-the-eepartme~t-ef-htlma~ 

3 serviees.--~he-ratie-ef-the-separate-base~-fer-eaeh-eotl~ty 

4 sha~~-e~~e~-the-retie-ef-ex~e~~e~-~ee~tifiee-i~-stlb~eetie~-~ 

5 te-the-expe~ses-iee~tifiee-i~-stlbseetie~-~-~~etlrree-dtlri~~-the 

6 fisee~-year-be~i~~i~9-atl~Y-~7-~ge6-e~e-e~e~~~-dtl~e-3e7-~geT7 

7 and-~a~e-by-either-the-eetl~ty-er-the-~tate.--€osts-i~etlrree 

8 tlneer-th~~-~eet~e~-wh~eh-are-~et-~aie-by-the-eotl~ty-tl~eer 

9 para9raphs-lla7ll-llbll-and-llell-shall-be-paid-by-the-~tate.--~he 

10 eetl~tie5-5hall-apply-for-reimbtlrseme~t-te-the-;~d~e~al 

11 departme~t-ptlr~~a~t-te-rtlles-aeepted-by-the-;tldieial 

12 ee~artme"t.--~he-eotlntie5-5hall-apply-fer-reimbtlrseme~t-to-the 

13 departme~t-of-htlma~-~erviees-ptlrstla~t-to-rtlle5-adopted-by-the 

14 department. 

15 Sec. 5. Section 331.401, subsection 1, paragraph c, Code 

16 1987, is amended by striking the paragraph. 

17 Sec. 6. Section 602.1303, subsection 5, Code 1987, is 

18 amended by striking the subsection. 

19 EXPLANATION 

20 This bill eliminates county-base funding for certain costs 

21 of juvenile justice administration. The state, through the 

22 judicial department and the department of human services, will 

23 assume all costs. 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

COMPANION TO LSB 7106IS 
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Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 

HOUSE FILE 

BY (PROPOSED COURT 

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

STUDY COMMITTEE BILL) 

Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the receipt and disbursement of support 

2 payments, providing for the Act's applicability, and providing 

3 effective dates. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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22 
S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 252D.6, Code 1987, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 252D.6 ADMINISTRATION OF WAGE WITHHOLDING PROCEDURES. 

4 The ee~~eetien-se~~iees-eenter,-estab~ishe~-ptlrstlant-te 

5 seetien-~5~B~~37 child support recovery unit is designated as 

6 the public agency of the state to administer wage withholding 

7 in accordance with procedure specified for keeping adequate 

8 records to document, t=ack and monitor support payments in 

9 accordance with Title IV-D of the United States Social 

10 Security Act. 

11 Sec. 2. Section 598.22, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

12 follows: 

13 598.22 SUPPORT PAYMENTS CLERK OF COURT -- €6bbE€Pf6N 

14 SERVfEES-EENPER--- DEFAULTS SECURITY. 

15 Phis-seetien-app~ies-te-aff-initi8f-er-medifie~-er~ers-fer 

16 stlppert-ente~e~-tlnder-this-eh8pte~7-ehapte~-~34,-~5~A,-~5~E7 

17 675,-er-any-ether-ehapter-ef-the-Eede~ All orders or 

18 judgments fe~-stlppert-entered-on-er-befe~e-Mareh-3f,-1ge77 

19 entered under chapter 234, 252A, 252C, or 675, under this 

20 chapter, or any other chapter which provide for temporary or 

21 permanent support payments shall direct the payment of those 

22 sums to the clerk of the district court for the use of the 

23 person for whom the payments have been awarded. All-erde~s-er 

24 ;tld9ments-for-stlppert-entered-en-e~-after-Ap~il-l,-fge7,-shall 

25 ~i~eet-the-payment-ef-these-stlms-te-the-eelleetien-ser~iees 

26 eenter-established-ptlrstlant-te-seetien-r52B~f3. Payments to 

27 persons other than the clerk of the district court and-the 

28 eefleetien-serviees-eenter do not satisfy the support 

29 obligations created by the orders or judgments, except as 

30 provided for trusts in section 252D.l, 598.23, or this section 

31 or for tax refunds or rebates in section 602.8102, subsection 

32 47. 

33 Upon a finding of previous failure to pay child support, 

34 the court may order the person obligated for permanent child 

35 support to make an assignment of periodic earnings or trust 



S.F. H.F. 

1 income to the clerk of court o~-t~e-eoiieet±o~-~e~v±ees-ee~ter 
2 e~tabi±shed-p~rs~a~t-to-~eet±oft-%5%B~t3 for the use of the 

3 person for whom the assignment is ordered. The assignment of 

4 earnings ordered by the court shall not exceed the amounts set 

5 forth in 15 U.S.C. S 1673(b)(1982). The assignment is binding 

6 on the employer, trustee, or other payor of the funds two 

7 weeks after service upon that person of notice that the 

8 assignment has been made. The payor shall withhold from the 

9 earnings or trust income payable to the person obligated the 

10 amount specified in the assignment and shall transmit the 

11 payments to the clerk or-the-eoiieetion-se~v±ees-eente~,-as 

12 appropriate. However, for trusts governed by the federal 

13 Retirement Equity Act of 1984, Pub. L. No. 98-397, the payor 

14 shall transmit the payments to the alternate payee in 

15 accordance with the federal Act. The payor may deduct from 

16 each payment a sum not exceeding two dollars as a 

17 reimbursement for costs. An employer who dismisses an 

18 employee due to the entry of an assignment order commits a 

19 simple misdemeanor. 

20 An order or judgment entered by the court for temporary or 

21 permanent support or for an assignment shall be filed with the 

22 clerk. The orders have the same force and effect as judgments 

23 when entered in the judgment docket and lien index and are 

24 records open to the public. The clerk o~-the-eotieetion 

2S serviees-eenter,-as-app~opr±ate7 shall disburse the payments 

26 received pursuant to the orders or judgments within ten 

27 working days of the receipt of the payments. All moneys 

28 received or disbursed under this section shall be entered in a 

29 record book kept by the clerk,-or-the-eotteetio~-serviees 

30 eenter,-as-appropriate, which shall be open to the public. 

31 The clerk or-the-eoiieetion-serv±ees-eenter shall not enter 

32 any moneys paid in the record book if not paid directly to the 

33 clerk or-the-eenterT-a~-appropriate, except as provided for 

34 trusts in section 2520.1, 598.23 or this section or for tax 

35 refunds or rebates in section 602.8102, subsection 47. 

-2-
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24 
S.F. H.F. 

1 If the sums ordered to be paid in a support payment order 

2 are not paid to the clerk er-the-eeiieetien-serviees-eenter, 

3 8~-8~~ro~riate7 at the time provided in the order or judgment, 

4 the clerk or-the-eeiieetien-~erviees-eenter7-a~-8p~ro~riate7 

5 shall certify a default to the court which may, on its own 

6 motion, proceed as provided in section 598.23. 

7 Prompt payment of sums required to be paid under sections 

8 598.11 and 598.21 ~haii-be is the essence of such orders or 

9 judgments and the court may act pursuant to section 598.23 

10 regardless of whether the amounts in default are paid prior to 

11 the contempt hearing. 

12 Upon entry of an order for support or upon the failure of a 

13 person to make payments pursuant to an order for support, the 

14 court may require the person to provide security, a bond, or 

15 other guarantee which the court determines is satisfactory to 

16 secure the payment of the support. Upon the person's failure 

17 to pay the support under the order, the court may declare the 

18 security, bond, or other guarantee forfeited. 

19 Sec. 3. DATA TRANSMISSION. The judicial department and 

20 the department of human services shall establish a plan for 

21 the development of a system of electronic data storage and 

22 transmission between the clerks of the district court, the 

23 state court administrator's office, and the child support 

24 recovery unit. Priority shall be given to the development of 

25 the system's operation regarding child support and the 

26 enforcement of temporary and permanent support orders. 

27 Sec. 4. REPEALS. 

28 1. Sections 2528.15 through 252B.17, Code 1987, are 

29 repealed. 

30 2. Sections 2528.13 and 2528.14, Code Supplement 1987, are 

31 repealed. 

32 Sec. 5. TRANSITION. For existing orders of support 

33 entered before the effective date of this Act, which direct 

34 the payments of support to the collection services center, the 

3S following procedure shall be implemented to convert the 

-3-



S.F. ________ H.F. 

1 processing of those payments to the clerks of the district 

2 court on or before July 1, 1988: 

3 1. The department of human services and the judicial 

4 department shall establish a mutually agreed effective date, 

5 between March 1, 1988, and July 1, 1988, to effectuate the 

6 transfer of these functions from the collection services 

7 center to each clerk of the district court. The judicial 

8 department shall cause to be published in the administrative 

9 bulletin a cumulative list of effective dates by county, once 

10 agreed upon and determined, which list shall be final and 

11 inclusive of all counties on the next date of publication 

12 subsequent to July 1, 1988. 

13 2. In addition, for orders of support entered before the 

14 effective date of this Act, the judicial department or the 

15 child support recovery unit shall notify the payee and the 

16 obligor that the obligor will be directed to pay future 

17 support payments to the Clerk of the district court as of the 

18 date provided in the notice. The notice to the obligor shall 

19 be equivalent of a court order directing the payment of the 

20 sums to the clerk of the district court. 

21 3. The notice of the change in the direction of payments 

22 shall be sent by ordinary mail to the payee's and the 

23 obligor's last known addresses or the persons shall be 

24 personally served with the notice in the manner provided for 

25 service of an original notice at least fifteen days prior to 

26 the date provided in the notice for the redirection of the 

27 payments. The notice shall include all of the following: 

28 a. The name of the payee and, if different in whole or 

29 part, the names of the persons to whom the obligation of 

30 support is owed by the obligor. 

31 b. The name of the obligor. 

32 c. The amount of the periodic support payment, the due 

33 dates of the payments and any arrearages. 

34 d. The beginning date for sending payments to the clerk of 

35 the district court. 
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1 4. Sixty days prior to the mutually agreed effective date 

2 in subsection 1, the collection services center shall transfer 

3 to each clerk of the district court information regarding all 

4 existing orders of support which direct the payment of support 

5 to the cOllection services center. The form and content of 

6 the transfer shall be prescribed by the judicial department 

7 after consultation with the department of human services but 

8 at a minimum shall include the data elements required for the 

9 notice ln subsection 3. 

10 5. On or after the mutually agreed effective date in 

11 subsection 1, but in any event not later than July 1, 1988, 

12 any payments received by the department of human services for 

13 support or for the satisfaction of arrearages Shall be sent by 

14 the judicial department to the appropriate clerk of the 

15 district court within ten days of receipt of the payments. 

16 Sec. 6. EFFECTIVE DATES. This Act, being deemed of 

17 immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment. However, 

18 section 4 of this Act takes effect July 1, 1988. 

19 EXPLANATION 

20 This bill transfers the collection and distribution of 

21 child support payments from the department of human services' 

22 collection services center to the clerks of the district 

23 court. The cOllection services center is abolished July 1, 

24 1988. The judicial department is directed to develop a plan 

25 for the computerization of the clerks' offices, initially 

26 emphasizing the child support system. 

27 COMPANION TO LSB 774451 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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