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WATER QUALITY STUDY COMMITTEE

January, 1986

The Legislative Council established the Water Quality Interim
Study Committee to conduct a study of groundwater and surface
water poliution during the 1985 leglslative interim, The
folicwing memovers were appointed o the Committee:

Senator Larry Murphy, Co-chairperson
Representative David Osterberg, Co-chairperson
Senator Charles Bruner

Senator Hurley Hailil

Senator Forrest Schwengels

Senator Arne Waldstein

Representative Dennis 3lack

Representative Paul Johnson

Representative Don Paulin

Representative Vic Stueland

The Committee held its initial meeting on September 18, 1985
with the morning session being a joint meeting with the Hazardous
Waste Disposal Site Interim Study Committee at which Director
Stephen Ballou and several other representatives of the Department
of Water, Air and Waste Management made a presentation of the
subject matter and existing programs, studies and problems. In
the afternocon sessicon, a presentation was made by the Geological
Survey and State Gecologist Don Koch. At the morning meeting, the
two Committees resolved to hold hearings about the state for the
receipt of testimony by citizens. These hearings were held as
follows:

 October 15th
October 16th
Qctober 21st
October 28th

Waukon

Des Mcoines, Clinton and Waterloo
Cedar Rapids

Storm Lake

On October 30th the Committee convened again and received
extensive testimony from the following:

i. Dr. Peter Isaacson, Department of Preventative Medicine and
Environmental Health, University  of Iowa, regarding the
relationship between volatile organic compounds in drinking water
and the incidence of c¢ertain cancers.

2. Joann Muldoon and Ken Choquette, Department of Health,
regarding studies abcout the LaBounty hazardous waste site near
Charles City.
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3. JSchn Eure, Department cf Health, regarding the State Technical

Adviscry Committee on Toxicolcgy.

)

i. Dr. James Baker, Department of Agricultural Engineering, Ilowa
State University, recgarding practices to reduce =:the 1loss of
agricultural chemicals and subsequent degradation of water
guality.

5. Phil Svance, Energy Pclicy Council and David Hogan, Iowa
Society of Solid Waste Overations, regarding the recommencdaticns
2f rthe Sciid Waste Task Force.

5. ~seérry oOumke, Upper Expcrarland Regional Planning Commission,
regarding solid waste disposal in northeast Iowa.

7 Profassor R. Ralagcral, Department of becc:aphf, Unilversity
icwa, regarding the planning or design of groundwater researcn
groiects.

8. Kevin Kesslier, Wisconsin Department o¢f Natural Resources,
regarding the impetus for, and enactment and implementation of,
the Wisconsin groundwater water quality law.

The Committee's scheduled December 2nd meeting was cancelied by
a snowstorm and was rescheduled to December 16th, At that meeting
the Committee discussed and amended bills and recommendations
suggested by the members. Since only twoc senators participated in
the deliberatiocns, the Committee was unable to make any
recommendations to the Legislative Council. '

The Committee received Legislative Council authorizaticn to
hold an additional meeting during the 1986 session., The Committee
met briefly on January 14, 1986 and recommended the following
bills:

1. LSB7774, which requires the Water, Air and Waste Management
to adopt rules for the certification of sanitary landfill
operators, including surety bonding and requires operators to be
certified by January 1, 1990.

2. Lsg7776, which provides a state mandate that runicipal
waterworks and rural water districts have their water supplies
tested for the presence of synthetic organic compounds and
pesticides to the extent prescribed by the Department of Water,
Air and Waste Management by January 1, 1989.

3. LSB7777, which requires the Department of Water, Air and
Waste Management to establish drinking water standards for bottled
drinking waters and makes it a consumer fraud to advertise a water
purification device as being more effective that the State
Hygienic Laboratory is willing to certify.
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4. LSB7780, which reguires monitoring 1in perpetuity o
landfills associated witn sanitary disposal projects operatin
under a state permit that clcse in the future or nave closed Ir
the last twenty years.

Copies of the bills recommended are attached.
accounts of the Committee's deliberations are reflected in
minutes of meetings and hearings and testimony submitted which
cn file at the Legislative Service Bureau.




SENATE/HOUSE FILE
8Y (PROPOSZD WATER QUALITY
STUDY COMMITTEE 2ILL)

Passec Senate, Date Passed Hguse, D[late
Vote: Ayes Nays Vote: Ayes Navs
Approved

A BILL FCR

An Act to raguire the certification of sanitary landii
operators and providing a penalty.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY QF TEE STATE OF IOWA:
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S.F. H.F.

Section 1. Section 455B.133, Code 1985, is amended by
adding che follcowing new subsection:

NEW SUBSECTION. 8. Zstabiish and adopt bv rule mininum

standards for the certification of sanitary Llandfill
operators, including surety bonding reguiremenzs, terms of
certificates, and prccedures for ilssuasce and renewal.
Sec, 2. NEW SECTICN., 45358.311 LANDFILL OPERATCR

.
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Sanlitary iandiill operaters shalli be certified by the

commission in accordance with the rules adopted by the
commission. Appiications for certificaticn shall be cn Zorms
nrascribed and furnished oy the commissisn and sftall net
contain a recent phctograph of the applicant. An applicant is
not ineligible for certification because of age, citizenship,
sex, race, religion, marital status, or national origin
although the application may require citizenship informaticn.
The commission may consider the past felony record of an
applicant only if the felony cecnviction relates directly to
the practice of operation of sanitary lanéfills. Character
references may be required, but shall not be obtained from
certificate holders. The commission shall set the fees for
certification,

A perscn Qperating a sanitary landfill after January i
1550 without a certificate issued Sy the commission is gullty
of a serious misdemeanor.

EXPLANATION

This bill requires the water, air aikd waste management
ccrmissicn to establish svandards for certificaticn of
sanitary landfill operators, including surecy bonding re-
quirements. The bill provides that any landfill operator not

-

certified by the commission after January 1, 1890 is guilty of

a seriocus misdemeanor.
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SEZNATE/BCUSE FILE
BY (PROPCSZD WATER QUALITY
STUDY COMMITTEE BILL)

Passaed Senate, Date @ Passed House, Date

Vote: Ayes Nays Vote: Ayes Nays
Aporoved

A BiLL FCR

An Act to require a one~time, extensive test for water
contaminants in public water supplies.
BE IT ENACTED BY TEE GENERAL ASSZMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Secticn 1. The intent
"Lve j em.eus*ve ana ceon p

of this Ac¢t is to provide a rela-
a

ensive analysis of th
contaminants 1n the water supplies of the state and to
identify any patteras and problems with :those contaminants.
Each municipal waterworks and rural water district shall have
its water tesced for the presence of syn:iheiic crganic
chemicals and pesticides. Those waterworks which parti
e

c
in the department of water, air and waste management's pricr

synthetis organic chemical survey are exempt f£rem this
requirement. Those waterworks and districts which serve more
than five thousand persons shall complete the testing by
January L, 1988 ané tne remainder shall complete the testing
by January 1, 1989, The department of water, air and waste
management shall adopt rules prescribing the extent of the
tests, the laboratories approved to conduct the tests, and the
reporting of the test results to the degartment.
EXPLANATION

This bill provides a state mandate that municipal
waterworks and rural water distrigts in the state have their
water tested for the presence of synthetic organic compounds
and pesticides to the extent prescribed by the department of

water, air and waste management.
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ZCUSE/SENATE FILE
3¥Y {PROPCSED WATER QUALITY
STUDY COMMITTEE BILL).

Passed Hcouse, Date Passed Senacte, Dacze

Jote: Ayes Nays Vote: Ayes Nays
Approved

A BILL FOR

An Act relating to the purification of certain waters, and
incorporating a penalty.
8E IT ENACTED BY TEE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE QOF IOWA:
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NEW SUBSECTICN. 0. Estapblish, mcdify, cr reéeal rules

relating to drinking wakter stancdards for water sc:id in
n

S
containers for human consumpticon. The starndards shall

establish the maximum permissible ievel of anv pnysical,
chemical, biclogical, or radiclcgical substance in the water
anéd shall be as stringent as checse 2stablished under cthe
federal Safe Drinking Water Act.

Sec. 2, Section 714.16, subsection 1, Ccde Supplement

1985, is amended by adding the following new 2

2
NEW PARAGRAPH, £. The term "water purificaci
s

means a device intended tc remove conzaminant
which is affixed to a drinking water system in a residence.
Sec. 3. Section 714.16, subsecticn 2, Ccde Supplement
1985, 1s amended by adding the follewing new paragraph:
NEW DARAGRAPH. h. The advertisement £cr sale, lease, or
rent of a water purification device which claims or implies a

removal of contaminants to a greater extent than that te which

the Iowa state hyglenic laboratory has certified is an
unlawful practice.
‘ EXPLANATION

This bill requires the éepartmenc of water, air and waste
management to establish drinking water standards for bottled
water. The bill also makes it a consumer fraud to advertise
water purification device as being more effective in the
removal of contaminants than the Iowa state hvgienic

laborazory Ls willing to certify.
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3Y (PROPCSED WATER QUALITY

STUDY COMMITTEE BILL)

Passed House, Date Passed Senacze, Dace

Vote: Aves Nays Vete: Ayes Navs
Appreoved

A BILL FCR

An AcCt relating to meonitoring at sanitary disposal prejects.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY QF THE STATE CF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 4558.304, unnumbered paragraph 1, Zcde
Supplementc 1983, is amended tc read as §

The ccmmission shall
administration of this
reflect and accommcdate as far as is reascrablvy ccssible the
current and generaily accepted metnhceds and techniques for

treatment and disposition of solid waste which will serve the

purposas of thisg part i-sf-cnis-divsatan, and wno.ch shall caxe
intc consideration the facreors, including corhers which it
deems proper, such as existing pnysical ccnditions,
topeography, soils and geclogy, ciimate, fransdor:ia
tand use, and which shall ilaclude but are not Linice
relating to the establishment and locaticn of sanitary
dispecsal projects, sanitary practices, inspecticn of sanitary
disposal projects, ccllecticn cf solid waste, disposal of
solid waste, pollution ccntrols, the issuance cf permits,
approved methods of private disposition of solid waste, the
general operation and maintenance of sanitary disposal
projects, and the implementation cf this part :-of-thts
diwtaten, The rules shall reqguire that each sanitary disposal
proiect has a sufficient number of water wells to adequacely
monitor the quality of ground water adiacent to the sanitary
disposal project site and to require that the monitoring

continue in perpetuity after the project's closure. Prior to

issuance ¢f rules or amendments to rules, the commission shall
hold at least one public hearing on the proposed rules or .
amendments, and shall give nocice of the hearing a- least
thirty days in advance by publishing noctice in a newspaper of
general circulation in the stacte.

Sec. 2. The regquirement of monitoring provided in sec

Y

=3 ion
1 of this Act applies to all sanitary disposal proiects in
operation and those landfills associated with sanitary
disposal projects which have been in operation under 'a state
permit during the twenty years prior to the effective date of

this Act.
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The reguirement is
assocliated witn sanic isposal project

the last
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