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MOBILE REGISTRARS STUDY COMMITTEE 

December, 1985 

The Legislative Council established the Mobile Registrars Study 
Committee to study a revision of the statute relating to mobile 
deputy registrars. On March 14, 1985, United States District 
Court Judge William Stuart issued an opinion holding the present 
Iowa statute to be unconstitutional as violating rights to freedom 
of association and equal protection under the First and Fourteenth 
~~endments to the United States Constitution. The Legislative 
Council authorized one meeting for the Study Committee. 

Members serving on the Study Committee were: 

Senator Robert M. carr, Co-chairperson 
Representative Florence Buhr, Co-chairperson 
Senator Michael Gronstal 
Senator Jack Rife 
Representative Emil Pavich 
Representative George Swearingen 

The Study Committee met on November 19, 1985 and received 
testimony from the Secretary of State, the Johnson, Boone, and 
Pottawattamie County Auditors, and representatives of the Iowa 
Democratic Party, Iowa Socialist Party, Iowa Federation of Labor 
and the Iowa League of Women Voters. A representative of the Iowa 
Republican Party was detained during travel and arrived at the 
conclusion of the meeting. 

The Mobile Registrars Study Committee was aware that Senate 
File 590, revising the statute on mobile deputy registrars, had 
been introduced in and passed by the Senate on one of the final 
days of the 1985 legislative session and determined that it was 
appropriate for it to recommend an amendment to that bill. The 
Study Committee recommended an amendment with the Eollowing 
features: 

1. Allowing any political organization that qualifies as a 
political party under section 43.2 to submit and control a list of 
mobile deputy registrars. 

2. Allowing people 
party to be appointed 
auditor. 

who are not affiliated with a political 
as mobile deputy registrars by the county 

3. Removing the limits on the number of mobile deputy 
registrars that may be appointed. 
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4. Removing the distinction between permanent and temporary 
mobile deputy registrars and providing that they may be appointed 
at any time and that the terms of all mobile deputy registrars 
expire on December 31 or upon resignation. 

5. Providing a revised title and making the bill effective 
~pon publication. 

A copy of the amendment is attached. 
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SENATE FILE 590 

Amend Senate File 590 as amended, passed, and re
printed by the Senate as follows: 

1. By striking everything after the enacting 
clause and inserting the following: 

"Section 1. Section 48.27, subsection 1, Code 
1985, is amended to read as follows: 

1. Mobile deputy registrars shall be appointed by 
the county commissioner of registration noe-mere-ehan 
ene-h~ndred-e~~hey-days-~r±or-eo-any-~enera%-e%eee±on 
er-ftoe-more-ehaft-efte-httftdred-eweney-days-~r~er-ee-afty 
~r±marY7-or-~ar~~saft-e~~y-e%ee~ioft7-0r-afty-e%eee~eft 
he%d-~ttrsttaft~-~o-see~ion-69~%47 at any time in 
accordance with the following guidel~nes: 

a. Mob~ie Partisan mobile deputy registrars shall 
be selected from lists of nominees submitted to the 
county commissioner of registration by the county 
chairperson of ehe-~wo a political ~are%es-reee±y~ft~ 
ehe-h~~hese-ftttmber-of-yeees-±n-ehae-COttft~y-~ft-ehe-iase 
~reeed~ft~-geftera%-eieee±oft party as defined in section 
43.2. The county chairperson of a pol~tical party may 
suomit lists of nom~nees at any time. 

6. Eaeh-~%~e~cai-~arey sha%%-sttbm±e-a-i±s~-ef 
ftem~ftees-aftd-may-reqttese-ftoe-more-ehan-one-~ersoft-£or 
eaeh-ofte-~ho~saftd-ofte-httftdred-residenes-or-majer 
£rae~ioft-~heree£-±n-ehe-eottney-eo-be-appoineed-as 
mob±%e-dep~ey-reg±serars~ Volunteer mobile deputy 
registrars shall be selected from among cit~zens who 
are not aff~l~ated with a political party as defined 
in section 43.2 and who apoly to the county commis
sioner. The apelication shall be on forms provided by 
the county comm~ssioner and shall include the 
aPalicant's name, address, age and a statement 
in icating that the applicant is not a candidate for 
an office to be filled by the voters at any elect~on 
and is not affiliated with a pOl~tical partr. 

c. The county commissioner of registrat~on shall 
make the requested nttmber-o£ appointments from the 
lists submitted by the county chairpersons and 
apelications submitted by citizens not more~an 
th~rty days from the date ehe-irses-of-nomrnees-were 
submitted~--~£ unless the persons i%seed-by-ehe-eettftey 
chairperson cannot serve or are disqualified7-ehe 
eottftey-ehairperson-may-add-addreronai-names-ee-ehe 
i~se. ~he-add%e%onai-persons-shaii-be-sppoifteed-w±eh%ft 
f±ye-days-±f-ehc-nexe-eieee±o"-±s-eo-be-heid-wieh~n 
n±neey-£iye-days~ 

d. The appointment of partisan mobile deputy 
registrars from one a political party or volunteer 
mobile deputy registrars shall not be contingent upon 
ehe oehcr either or another political party submitting 
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1 a list of nominees. 
2 e. ~he-E8e~-~h8~-8fty-po~~~~e8:-~8r~y-dee~-"e~ 
3 s~em~~-8-~*~~-*"eiadiftg-~he-Eaii-"ameer-eE-"ame~-wh~eh 
4 may-ee-a~~eift~ed-shaii-"e~-~reeiade-~he-a~peift~me"~-e£ 
5 ~he-£~ii-ftameer-eE-~rse"s-~e-wh~eh-8fty-e~her 
6 pe%i~icai-~8r~y-is-eft~i~ied. 
7 E. The term of office of mobile deputy registrars 
8 appointed under the provisions of this subsection 
9 shall expire 8~-Ei.e-e~eiee~-~.m.-eft-~he-day 

10 reg*s~ra~ien-eieses-~r*er-~e-~he-ge"erai-eieee~e" on 
11 December 31 of that year or at the time the mobile--
12 deputy reg~strar res~9ns and returns the supplies to 
13 the county commiss~oner of registration, whichever 
14 occurs first. 
15 9.--Wheft-aft-eiee~~en-ha~-eeeft-e8iied-~~rS~8fte-ee 
16 see~ie"-69.i.7-mee*~e-de~a~y-regi~~rars-sha%i-be 
17 a~pei"eed-w~~hi"-~hree-days-aE~er-saem±ss±e"-eE-a-iis~ 
18 eE-"emi"ees-by-~he-eea"~y-ehairperse"-e£-e~~her-e£-~he 
19 ~we-peii~ieai-~ar~~es-whe~e-eaftd~d8~es-£er-~res~de"~ 
20 e£-~he-e"i~ed-S~a~es-er-Eer-go.ernor7-as-~he-ease-may 
21 be7-reeeived-~he-iarges~-a"d-ftex~-iarges~-"amber-e£ 
22 .eee~-i"-~he-eea"ey-a~-~he-ias~-generai-eiee~±e". 
23 Sec. 2. Section 48.27, subsection 2, Code 1985, is 
24 amended by striking the subsection. 
25 Sec. 3. Section 48.27, subsection 5, Code 1985, is 
26 amended to read as follows: 
27 5. Each mobile deputy registrar shall be 
28 responsible to the county commissioner of registration 
29 for properly registering electors in accordance with 
30 the requirements and the restrictions of this chapter. 
31 The commissioner may terminate the appointment of a 
32 mobile deputy registrar who is not properly 
33 registering electors, and shall immediately terminate 
34 the appointment upon the written request of the county 
35 chairperson of the party from whose list of nominees 
36 the mobile deputy registrar was selected. When an 
37 appointment is terminated the county commissioner of 
38 registration shall promptly notify the county 
39 chairperson of the political party which nominated the 
40 mobile deputy registrar whose appointment has been 
41 terminated7-a"d-sha~i-a~peift~-afteeher-~erse"-wiehi" 
42 £ive-days-£rem-a-iise-of-sabs~ie~~e-ftemi"ees-previded 
43 by-ehae-eo~"ey-ehair~ersoft. A mobile deputy registrar 
44 whose appointment is terminated shall immediately 
45 return all supplies to the county commissioner of 
46 registration. %£-a-mobiie-de~a~y-regi~erar~~ 
47 appoi"emene-is-eerm~fta~ed-wi~h~"-ehirey-days-o£-an 
48 eieceie"7-eeher-ehaft-by-requese-o£-~he-coaney 
49 ehair~ersen-of-~he-par~y-frem-whese-iise-of-"em±nees 
50 ehe-mebiie-ee~aey-regis~rar-was-appein~ed7-a 
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1 re~%acemene-sha%%-be-e~~o~neee-w~eft~n-eweney-~ottr 
2 hOttrs-£rom-e-i~se-o£-sttbse±ettee-nom±nees-~roy±ded-by 
3 efte-e~~ro~rieee-eottney-ehe±r~erson~ 
4 Sec. 4. This Act, being deemed of immediate 
5 importance, shall take effect from and after its 
6 publication in The Daily Nonpareil, a newspaper 
7 published in Council Bluffs, Iowa, and in The 
8 Fairfield Ledger, a newspaper published in Fairfield, 
9 Iowa." 

10 2. Amend the title by striking lines 1 and 2 and 
11 inserting the words "An Act relating to mobile deputy 
12 registrars." 
13 
14 
15 
16 MOBILE REGISTRARS STUDY COMMITTEE 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
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