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1971

House (oncurrent Resolutien 235, introduced <during the
First Scssion of the Sixtv-fourth Genergl Assemblv, reauested thar
the Iowa Legislative Council establish a studv of land use onelicies
and related problems in the state of lowa and make recommendations
for tihe <consideration of <the General Assembly. The Legislative
Council created a ten-member study committee nd anpointed the
following legislative memhership:

Senator Charles 0. Laverty

Senator G, William Gross

Seénator Wayvne D, Keith

Senator James F. Schaben

Senator George L. Shawver
lepresentative Herbert L. Campoell
Kepresentative vale ¥, Cochrarn
Representative James 1. !iddleswart
Representative Andrew Varley
Representative William P?. Winkelman

In addition, under the Legislative Council's nonlegislarive member
policy, the Study Committee has recommended the anpointment of Hr.,

Frank il. Mendell and Mr., ~llen J. Meier as noniegislative membhers,

During the 1971 interim, the Studv Cemmittee has held
four meetings and has scheduled a fifth meeting for December 22,
With the exception of the organizational meeting, the Studyv
Committee has devoted izs meetings primarily to receliving testimonw
from representatives of business and government wheo are
knowledgeable of current land use practices, opotential land wuse
needs, and current and potential land use prohlems. The guast
speakers were asked to give their advice and ideas cn what should
ccustitute the basic elements of a stand land use pealicv,

Twenty-five perscns respcnded to the Studyv Committee's
invitation, and presented written and oral testimonv, A list  of
the invitees is attached te, and bv this reference made a part of,
this report. A copy of the written testimony is on file in the

re

Legislative Service Bureau. Hecommendaticns presented bv the gues
speakers were many and varied; however, the following statement
represent a general consensus of a majoritv of zhe guest speakers:

n

1, iiistorically, land uses in Iowa generally have been poci,
dut there are examples which demonstrate poor nlanning or uses
wnich have been "too intensive'.

2 A broad, flexible land use policv should be develecped and
implemented to correct land wuse mistakes if 9vossible, and to
protect the land resources of the state for nposterity,
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3. A statewide water resource policy is an inseparable nart
of a state land use or land resource poliicv.

4, Sociai and envirgnmental geoals, in addition to economic
considerations, should be considered when land use priorities are
being determined.

5. Land wuse practices which rend to commit land to
irreversible wuses should be carefully evaluated to protect the
long-term public interest.

5. An effective state land use policy canncot be the product
of thousands of unrelated decisions made by single-purpose
agencies, local governments, or private persons without regard for
each other, or regional, state and national concerns,

At 1ts fifth meeting scheduled for December 22, the
Study Committee plans to prepare and adopt a statement reflecting
its preliminary findings based on 1ts studv of the testimony and
other background material received during the 1971 interim and more
clearly defining its study cbjectives, Also, additional
consideration will be given to the agendas for the 1972 interim.
Some members of the Committee have expressed a&an interest in holding
regional public hearings throughout the state to give the public an
opportunity to express their views on a state land use policy
directly before the Study Committee.

The Legislative Service Bureau has assisted the Srtudy
Committee by obtaining research material including "Toward a State
Land Use Policy for the '70's", a paper prepared by Dr, Richard H.
Slavin, Jirector of the Planning and Community Affairs Apency,

Clympia, Washington and sumwmaries of 1land use laws being
implemented by the states ¢f Vermont and Maine. The Burcau staff
nas also assisted by scheduling meezings and testimonv, and

preparing minutes of the meetings.

Respectfully submitted,

SENATOR CHARLES 0. LAVERTY
Chajirman
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10.

1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

LAND USE POLICIES STUDY COMMITTEE
GUEST LIST
Mr., William Mclaughlin, Iowa Housing Corporation,
1707 High Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50309

Dr. John F. Timmons, 213 East¢ Hall,
Iowa State University, Ames, ILowa 50010

Dr. Samuel J. Tuithiil, Stare Geologist,
16 West Jeffersonm Street, Iowa City, lowa 52240

Mr. Robert Mickle, Central Towa Regional Planning Commission,
265 Jewett Building, Des Moirnes, Iowa 50309

Mr. Joseph R. Coupal, Jr., Director,
Iowa State Highway Commission, Ames, Iowa 50010

Mr. Fred Priewert, Director, lowa Conservation Commission,
Valley Bank Building, Des Moines, Iowa 50309

Mr. Sherry Fisher, State Soil Conservation Committee,
Central National Bank and Trust Company, Des Moines, Iowa 50309

Mr. Lauren Soth, Des Moines Register and Tribune Company,
715 Locust Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50309

Mr. Warren Davison, Cerro Gordo County Engineer,
Cerro Gordo County Courtheouse, Mason City, Iowa 50401

Mr. Robert Hays, Executive Director,
League of Iowa Municipalicies,

444 Insurance Exchange Building, Des Moines, Iowa 50309

Mr. Alvin Bull, Wallace-Homwestcad Company,
1912 Grand Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa 50309

Mr. William J. Wagner, 1106 High Street, Des Moines, Iowa 50309

Dr. James B. Sinatra, 103 Landscape Architecture Building,
Towa State University, Ames, lowa 50010

Mr. Othie R. McMurry, Director, lowa HMatural Resources Council,
Grimes State Office Building, Des Moines, Iowa 50319

Dr. Frank Horton, Director, Urban and Regional Research,
University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa 52240

Dr. David Trauger, Iowa (onfederation of Envirenmental
Organizations, Iowa State University, Ames, lowa 50010
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17. Mr. Earl L. Xing, Jowa Association of Eleczric (ooperatives,
323 University Avenuz, Des Moines, Iowa 50314
18. Dr. John T. Pesex, Jr., Department of Agronomy,
Iowa Strare Universitv, Ames, Iowa 50010
19. ¥r. Allen J. Meier, Legislative Director,
Iowa Federation of Laber, 2000 Walker, Des Moines, lowz 50317
20. Mr. Ralph Schlenker, Vice President,
Iowa Power and Light Company,
823 Walnut Street, Des Moines, lowa 50309
21. Mr. Frank W. Berlin, Directer, Iowa Aeronautics Cocomissiown,
Des Moines Municipal Airport, Des Moines, Icwa 50321
22. Mr. William H. Greiner, Directcr,
Department of Scoil Conservation,
Gtimes State Qffice Buiiding, Des Moines, Iowa 50319
23. Mrs. Rcberta A, Whitson, Hasic Freedoms, Inc.
2606 S1st Street, Des Moines, Icwa 50310
24, Mr. Victor Ziegler,
United States Environmental Protectiion Agency,
911 Walnut Street, Room 702, Kansas City, Misscuri 64106
4
25. Mr. Chet

Sloan, lowa Good Roads Asscciaticn,
402 Garver Building, Des Moires,

Iowa 50309




