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In 1854, the 5th General Assembly decreed a
location “within two miles of the Raccoon fork of
the Des Moines River.” The exact spot was
chosen when Wilson Alexander Scott gave the
state nine and one-half acres where the Capitol
now stands.
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PREFACE
IOWA TERRITORY

Iowa was a part of the Louisiana Territory, renamed the Missouri Territory in 1812. Iowa was subsequently a part
of the Michigan Territory and the Wisconsin Territory. In 1838 the
Iowa Territory was formed, made up of the area that would become
the state of Iowa, most of Minnesota, and portions of North and
South Dakota.
FOUR CAPITAL CITIES AND SEVEN CAPITOLS
Belmont, Wisconsin, was the first capital of the Wisconsin Territory. Major Jerry Smith, a member of the Wisconsin Territorial Legislature
representing Des
Moines County,
offered to build a
Building that in 1836 served as the first
“suitable” buildmeeting place of the legislature of the
ing for the LegisWisconsin Territory, a region that
lature to meet if
included the future state of Iowa.
they agreed to
Belmont, Wisconsin.
move the territorial capital to Burlington. In 1837, Major Smith built a two-story
frame building, 40x70 feet. The House of Representatives occupied one floor, and the Council occupied the other.
The building was described as having an inside staircase with a
railing separating the “chambers” from the lobby.
Major Smith’s structure burned down on December 12, 1837.
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Artist sketch of the building (Burlington,
Iowa), built by Jeremiah Smith to house the
Legislature in 1837. When this building
burned down, the Legislature was moved to
the Zion Methodist Church.

Temporary quarters for the Legislature were in the Zion
Church in Burlington. The 26 members of the House occupied
the first floor and the 13 members of the Council occupied the
basement. The Council moved out of the basement for the
next legislative session and used space in the Catholic Church.
This move was necessitated because of the damp conditions in
the basement of the Old Zion Church.
A joint resolution was passed in the first session of the Iowa
Territorial Legislature to locate a permanent seat of governArtist sketch of the Old Zion Methodist Church
(Burlington, Iowa), where the Legislature of
ment. The town of Iowa City was created, surveyed, and laid
the Iowa Territory began meeting in 1838.
out as the permanent territorial capital of Iowa. Work began
on the stone Capitol but did not
conclude quickly.
The Territorial
Legislature was
anxious to move to
Iowa City. An Act
was passed in 1841
officially moving the
seat of government
if a building was furnished without cost
to
the Territory. WalFollowing an 1841 proclamation that
moved the territorial capital from Burlington ter Butler provided
to Iowa City, this building—the old Butler
just such a building.
Hotel—was used as temporary headquarters
It was a two-story
Iowa’s first Capitol building—“Old Capitol”
of the Iowa Territorial Legislature
the center of government during the last
frame building,
while a new Capitol was constructed.
sessions of the Iowa Territorial Legislature and
Iowa City, Iowa.
about 30x60 feet.
through the early years of statehood, 1846-1857.
The Legislature
Iowa City, Iowa.
used this structure
for one year before moving into an unfinished stone Capitol.
The Territorial Legislature continued to meet in the stone Capitol,
and this structure remained the Capitol for more than a decade
after Iowa became a state. From 1846 to 1857, Iowa City remained
the seat of government for the state of Iowa. In 1857, as populations moved west, so did Iowa’s capital. In 1858, the Legislature
moved into another temporary structure in the new capital of
Iowa—Des Moines. The brick Capitol repeated the process for a
third time. It was built by citizens and given to the state as a means
of locating the seat of government long before a permanent structure could be provided.
After the center of state government
moved from Iowa City to Des Moines in
1857, this building was used as the state
Capitol building from 1858-1884.
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CHAPTER ONE
Beginnings
John A. Kasson, an Iowa political leader who served in Congress, an Assistant United States Post Master General,
and a foreign diplomat—along with Robert S. Finkbine, overcame determined
resistance and tremendous obstacles in the fight for a new Iowa Statehouse. Because of the federal nature of the United States Constitution, powers not enumerated in that document for the national government
are delegated to the individual states. For that reason, some believe state legislatures and the capitols in which they convene operate in a vacuum
where the laws enacted affect only the citizens of
each state. Not so! For example, on April 13,
1870, two legislatures, 1100 miles apart, enacted
laws that affected scores of people in the present
and far into the future. On that day in Albany,
New York, the State Assembly approved an act
that incorporated the Metropolitan Museum of
Art. The State of New York enjoyed growth and
prominence, and its influence was being felt both
John A. Kasson
nationwide and worldwide. That very same day, in
the frontier state of Iowa, the Legislature in joint
convention in Des Moines, approved an Act for the construction of a new Capitol. Both enactments in both states would have far-reaching effects for more than
just their own citizens.
Robert S. Finkbine
Today the Metropolitan Museum of Art is one of the world’s great storehouses of art and attracts millions of visitors each year. Likewise, the Iowa Capitol yearly attracts thousands of visitors from all over the world who marvel
at the architecture and the art therein. Those 1870 enactments had repercussions that affect us still today.
Iowa Governor Samuel Merrill oversaw a commission of eight members chosen in joint convention by the Legislature. With the advice of a competent architect, the commission was to select a building plan from those submitted
or a combination of those plans. The commissioners received five dollars per day plus travel expenses.
According to the Capitol Commission minutes, “The building was to be constructed of the best material, made
fireproof, warmed and ventilated in the most approved manner. It must provide suitable legislative halls, rooms for
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purposes of the State Government. It must be erected on the ground held for that purpose, and its cost limited to
one million, five hundred thousand dollars.”
Plans submitted for the new building came from Edward Clark (resident architect of the United States
Capitol in Washington, D.C.), William W. Boyington
(architect of Terrace Hill, Iowa’s Governor’s Mansion),
William Foster, J. C. Farrand, E. Jennison, and Alfred
Piquenard. In its initial vote, the Capitol Commission
chose Clark to be the architect. Upon reflection of his
other duties, Clark declined the invitation and instead
became a consultant for the Commissioners.
After numerous informal ballots, Piquenard finally led
with four votes while the remaining four votes split
among the other applicants. On October 6, 1870,
Piquenard was elected architect of the new Iowa Capitol, garnering six of the nine votes cast. He was to be
paid $3,600 per year. Piquenard was also the architect
for the new Capitol that was to be built in Springfield,
Illinois.
On the seventeenth ballot, with a 4-2 vote, the Commissioners appointed Mr. James Appleyard of Detroit,
Michigan, as Superintendent. The other candidate was
Robert Finkbine. Appleyard accepted the job on July
21, 1871. By December 1871, it was clear Appleyard
could not remain as Superintendent because of his
conflicting commitments in Michigan. In January 1872,
Finkbine was appointed to succeed him and was formally elected to the post in 1873.

Alfred Piquenard

After much disagreement over the choice of a quarry, and much public criticism, the Commissioners adopted a
limestone found in a hill west of Des Moines. This they did without investigation as to its extent or any test of its

Workers begin the excavation of the basement, 1871.
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durability. That quarry failed to furnish stone of suitable dimensions, and the Commissioners decided upon stone
from Rock Creek in Van Buren County.
Work began and was pushed rapidly during the summer and fall of 1871, and on November 23, 1871, the cornerstone was laid with appropriate ceremony. The cornerstone included the names of the Commissioners and the
architects carved on the western face, and on the south, “A.D 1871.” A prairie boulder seven feet long, three feet
wide, and three feet thick, the cornerstone contained forty articles. Among them: a United States flag; a copy of
the Declaration of Independence; a copy of the Holy Bible; $40.50 worth of gold, silver, copper, and nickel coins;
a record of the premiums awarded at the eighteenth Iowa State Fair; a pamphlet discussing the merits of Iowa
building stone; the autographs of state officials; a book titled, Laws and Instructions Relating to the Duties of County
Surveyor; astronomical calculations for 1871 and 1872; a map showing the extent of The Great Chicago Fire of
1871; a membership list of the Monroe Coronet Band; a pamphlet titled, “Iowa, the Home for Immigrants,” in
English, German, Holland, Danish, and Swedish languages; Washington’s Farewell Address; a copy of the joint
resolution to amend the U.S. Constitution to abolish slavery; Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation; lists of Iowa
officers and soldiers who served in the war to the suppression of the rebellion, Governor Merrill’s Thanksgiving
Proclamation of 1871,
and a map of Polk
County.
At the time of the laying of the cornerstone,
three-fifths of the cellar was complete. The
stone had been quarried late in the fall and
put in the wall full of
moisture (quarry sap).
The severely cold winter weather soon
cracked much of the
stone.
An investigation ensued. The Commissioners closing report
recommended that
“the next Commission
Workers continue to dig the basement and place stone walls.
be limited to three
members with each
political party represented, and that they should be appointed for the time occupied in building the Capitol. They
should be paid a salary that would justify them in giving full-time to the discharge of their duties during continuance of the work.”
In 1872, a four-man Commission representing each political party, with the Governor as an ex-officio member,
was selected, and the term of office extended to the completion of the building. Each Commissioner’s salary was
five dollars a day not to exceed three hundred dollars a month. They were given an annual appropriation of
$125,000 for the new building. After careful consideration, it was decided that the entire walls above the concrete
foundation must come out. The cost to the state was over $52,000. As Robert Finkbine said, “The cost would
soon be forgotten, but a defective foundation would ever remain a source of regret and would prove to be unsafe
for a foundation of a massive structure designed to endure a thousand years.”
In 1873, the General Assembly directed all inscriptions of names, dates, and figures erased from the cornerstone
and only “IOWA” and “1873” be inscribed. The cornerstone was re-laid on September 29, 1873. The box containing documents, together with an additional box containing a copy of the report of the joint committee of the
Fourteenth General Assembly appointed to examine the material used, the work done on the foundations of the
new Capitol, and a copy of the acts and resolutions of the Fourteenth General Assembly were placed in position
before re-setting the new cornerstone.
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Section through the North Pavilion, detailing pipe levels and sizes

Exterior walls and dimensions in basement
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The east side of the Capitol looking north during renovation in 2008. The foundation stone
is clearly visible after removing the east steps.

The east side of the Capitol after steps were removed clearly show the foundation stone.
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A close-up picture of the east side of the Capitol after steps were removed clearly show the foundation stone.
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CHAPTER TWO
Acts and Resolutions
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For further reading on the Biennial Reports of the Capitol Commission:
First Biennial Report of the Board of Capitol Commissioners to the Governor of
Iowa, January 1, 1872
Second Biennial Report of the Board of Capitol Commissioners to the Governor
of Iowa, January 1, 1874
Third Biennial Report of the Board of Capitol Commissioners to the Governor
of Iowa, November 30, 1875
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CHAPTER THREE
Newspapers
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Thursday, February 16, 1871

STONE FOR THE CAPITOL
Under the above caption there
has been quite a spirited discussion going on for some time
among several prominent journals of the State, concerning the
quality of the Orford quarries
stone recommended for the
building of the State Capitol by
Prof. Hinrichs, and accepted by
the Commissioners. We have
read these discussions carefully
and are unwillingly forced to
come to the conclusion that there
is something the matter and that
if it is not securely watched and
honestly cared for, there is danger that our State Capitol, to cost
a million of dollars, will be
placed upon a foundation anything but suitable to it. We say
we fear danger in this matter, and
for these reasons: In the first
place the stone from the Orford
quarries, recommended by Prof.
Hinricks as the best in the State
for building purposes, and on his
recommendation accepted by the
commissioners, is thus spoken of
by Prof. White: “In Tama County the oolitic member is well exposed at several places where it
is quarried and used for the manufacture of lime of excellent
quality. It has been proposed to
manufacture this oolitic stone
into table-tops &c., but tho’ it
may be made to receive a fair
polish, and its oolitic structure
gives it considerable beauty, it is
feared the well-known tendency
of all oolitic limestone to become
fragmentary, will be found to
render it worthless for such purposes. However, that near Orford, or Indiantown promises to
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prove more valuable for such
uses.” It will thus be seen that
Prof White testifies that the tendency of this stone, as a class, to
become fragmentary, unfits it
for even being used for table
tops &c, and only admits the
possibility of this special quarry,
the Orford, proving useful even,
for such purposes.
In speaking further of this oolitic lime stone, as shown in the
quarries near Burlington the
Prof. says: “Upon exposure to
the atmosphere and frost, it
sooner or later crumbles to pieces, and must be replaced by
more durable stone.” The above
extracts are from Prof. White’s
forth-coming report of the Geology of Iowa, were made by him
as State Geologist, and have not
been given nor prepared by him
with any reference to the stone
for the capitol. This being the
case, we think it but due to the
interest of the people of Iowa
that the Capitol Commissioners
have some defference to his
opinion in this matter. But we
have still further scientific testimony in regard to this stone.
Prof. A. H. Worthen, assistant to
Prof. Hall when State Geologist,
in speaking of this kind of stone
says: “It is not reliable building
material, as it yields readily to
the action of frost, and consequently should not be used
where durability is required.”
This is scientific testimony,
given by scientific men employed by the State for this purpose, and as such, is most certainly worthy of consideration.
But in addition to this, we ifnd
other important testimony,

which we may term semiscientific. It is that of Prof. L. F.
Parker, of the State University,
recently of Iowa College at Grinnell. When at Grinnell the Prof.
built a house, and obtained the
foundation for it from the Orford
quarry, giving orders when he
went for the stone to give him
the best, as he wanted it for a
foundation. This was only five
years ago, and now, concerning
his foundation he says: “By the
action of the frost the whole outer surface has scaled off and fallen to the ground, so that no mark
of a cutting tool can be found,
and at the foot of the wall is a
line of debris which has fallen
from the surface of the stone,”
and adds that if any one were to
offer him a foundation of that
stone free of charge, he would
not accept it. He would consider
a brick wall far better.” Col.
Dewey says, Prof Parker says
that his stone was not taken out
of the quarry in question. It may
be true he did not get it out of the
identical hole to which the contract has been awarded, but he
did obtain it from Orford, and
from the same vein as the one in
question.
In addition to this, we are
credibly informed by men of undoubted veracity, that in several
instances where this stone has
been used for foundations it had
to be removed in a sort time and
replaced by something more durable. Since this matter has come
before the public, we have ourselves examined specimens of
this oolitic limestone from the
immediate vicinity of the quarry
favored with the contract, and it
is identical with it, as all the oolitic formations in Tama and
Marshall counties can be shown
by undoubted authority to be.
While we make no claims to

science in geology, we do claim
that when we see stone crumble
as this does after an exposure of
less than two years, we cannot
avoid the conviction that it is not
suitable for building purposes.
The Orford stone when first taken out is, to all appearances, hard
and durable, but we have seen it
so much disintegrated by exposure, that you could pick off the
surface with your nails, and pulverize it between your fingers.
We have no desire to impeach
Prof. Hinrich’s testimony in this
matter, nor to call in question the
good intentions of the Commissioners, as, for ought we know,
this stone may have stood the
scientific tests applied by the
Professor, and, acting up on his
scientific decision the Commissioners may have accepted it, but
from the foregoing adverse testimony, together with the practical
experience with this stone, of
men of unquestionable judgement, as also what we have seen
ourself, we are inclined to the
opinion that there may be some
mistake in the matter, and that
now is the time to investigate it
thoroughly. We have no “axe to
grind,” in this quest of “stone for
the Capitol,” nor have we any
stone quarry ourself, nor in our
locality which we desire to see
immortalized by being placed in
the Capitol of the State, but we
have an interest in the expenditure of the public funds, and do
not desire to see a Capitol building costing the people of Iowa a
million of dollars placed upon an
insecure foundation. We have
good stone in Iowa for building
purposes, as the stone in the old
Capitol at Iowa City, which has
stood for more than 25 years fully demonstrates. This stone Prof.
Hinrich condemns by classing it
with a worthless stone, thus
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giving us additional reason for
fearing that he has made a mistake. If he has made this mistake,
no amount of promiscuous testimony and isolated affidavits will
be able to sustain him against the
experience and observation of
thousands of citizens for more
than a quarter of a century. Be this
as it may, this is a matter of too
great importance to the people of
Iowa to be passed over without
further investigation by those
whose business it is to see that
justice is done, and if the Committee are the honest and upright
men we take them to be, and worthy of the confidence reposed in
them by the people of the State,
they will see to it that a full, fair
and impartial investigation is had.
The differences of opinion on this
Orford stone question seems to be
between Science on one side, in
the opinion of Prof. Hinrich in
favor of it, and Science and Experience on the other side, in the
opinions of Professors White and
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Worthen, the experience of Prof.
Parker and others. If the Commissioners desire further testimony on this matter, we can furnish them with the names of
good reliable men who have
lived in the vicinity of the Orford
quarries from the earliest settlement of the country—men who
are well and prominently known
throughout the State, who will
give their testimony against
them. Evidence need not be
wanting when desired. Governor
Merrill, as one of the Commissioners, and Chief Executive of
the State, cannot afford to permit
himself to be a party to quietly
passing this matter over. Let the
investigation be made, the complaints against this stone listened
to, its quality fully and satisfactorily determined: then if it
proves to be what is claimed for
it, use it and the people will be
satisfied; if it does not, reject it.
Nothing less than this will satisfy
the people, and nothing should.

Thursday, March 16, 1871

THAT CAPITOL STONE
BUSINESS.
Our readers who feel but little
interest in our public affairs, at
least so far as the building of a
new State House is concerned,
may think we are giving this
Capitol Stone question more attention than it is deserving of.
But the facts in the case are, that
so far as the expenditure of the
public funds is concerned this
State House matter is one of the
most important now before the
people of Iowa. Its construction
will involve the expenditure of a
great many tens of thousands of
dollars, perhaps run up into the
millions before it is completed,
therefore the question of the kind
of foundation up on which such a
costly public edifice is placed is a
very important one. As we have
before stated, the contract for the
stone for the foundation was
awarded to the Orford quarries,
this stone being selected by Prof.
Hinrich as the best in the State
for the purpose. The question of
the reliability and general good
qualities of this stone has been
fully and freely discussed by the
press throughout the State, and
thus far the balance of testimony
seems to be against the stone. We
have thus far given the testimony
for and against it, and in view of
the serious doubts entertained in
regard to the good qualities of the
stone in question, I have asked in
the name of the people of Iowa
that the Commissioners give the
matter a fair and impartial public
investigation, taking testimony
for and against it and thus decide

the question fairly, and satisfy
the public mind.—This has not
yet been done, nor have we yet
heard of any move in that direction. We therefore deem it our
duty to enlighten the public farther upon this subject, and for
this purpose publish the following from the Iowa City Republican of the last week, leaving our
readers to form their own opinions and draw their own conclusions in regard to the Orford
stone.
We have received Prof. Hinrichs’ long promised report upon
the Stones of Iowa, which was to
silence all cavil about the Orford
oolites, and put their questioners
to shame. We have looked over
this report with some care and
fail to see that even this report
itself, taking it as unquestionable
in all its deductions, gives sufficient guarantee of those stone to
warrant their use in a position of
such importance.
*

*
*
*
On page 24 the professor says,
“Organic matter will also slowly
oxidize. The carbonic acid resulgint accelerates the diesolution of the building stones.
Hence organic matter is an objectionable constituent of building stone.”
On page 35, speaking of these
Orford stone, or No. 26 as they
are designated, the Professor
says: “The amount of organic
matter still in this stone is quite
remarkable.” To be sure he further says there is not enough to
seriously injure the stone; but
taking his premises we cannot
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reach his conclusions. This organic matter, be so deleterious,
and these stones containing a
remarkable amount of it, we are
unable to see how it can fail to
injure the stone. If not, how
much would be required of this
“objectionable constituent” to
injure a stone? If a remarkable
amount is not sufficient we think
it had better not been mentioned
at all.
On page 37 he says: “It is a
fact well known in those counries where oolite is exclusively
found and used as a building
stone that oolites differ in their
qualities even more than other
stones. This is especially noticeable at Oxford, England, where
buildings erected of good and
bad oolites, all from quarries
near Oxford, stand close together.”
The appearance of two oolites
may be the same, precisely as the
appearance of two sand stones
may be alike, and yet either two
may be altogether different in
durability.”
Here is certainly enough to
condemn those stone. The oolites
are so variable and uncertain that
good and bad may be mixed in
the same vicinity, and have the
same appearance. How then is it
possible to know whether the
one or the other is obtained?
Each block cannot be submitted
to his tests. There is too much
danger here. He urges the greatest care in selection of these
stone are used, but how can care
determine the “good” from the
“bad,” while they have the same
appearance? It is demonstrated
beyond question that very many
stones from those quarries have
utterly failed. Suppose it is also
proved that they have stood in
other localities, it but proves
there are “bad” as well as “good”
oolites there, and as they have
the same appearance it will be
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only luck and chance whether
they get the one or the other, and
they would be very sure to get
them “badly” mixed, to the ruin
of the foundation. Such uncertain
stones will never do for such a
work.
Prof. Hinrichs says in his introduction that he has good reasons for believing that his tests
show what would be the action
of the atmosphere for centuries,
yet he regrets that he had not
longer time in which to continue
them, in which case he says he
might have rejected more specimens. He further says his system
of tests is a theory of his own.
Now let us admit to the fullest
extent its ingenuity and plausibility, we ask is the untested theory
of any man living a sufficient
basis for that Capitol to rest upon. The idea is preposterous. The
tests of Prof. Hinrichs are of
great value as assisting in the
solution of the stone question,
but we cannot think them safe to
rely upon. But taking his report
alone as the basis it does not
warrant the use of the Orford oolites, as we think any man of
candor and impartiality must admit. The Commissioners cannot
afford to put stone in that foundation of a doubtful character.
They must not only clear their
own minds of doubt in reference
to the stone used, but the minds
of the public at large, or the
money to carry forward the work
will not be forthcoming. The
people of Iowa will never consent to pour out their money by
millions to erect a structure upon
a foundation of which they have
serious doubts. These Commissioners can drive through over
all evidence and all remonstrance, but they have no power
to compel the ratification of their
work, and the further expenditure of vast sums of money upon
their oolitic foundation.

Thursday, May 18, 1871

The Capitol Commissioners met
at Des Moines last week, and
awarded the contract for the
foundation stone of the new State
House to Tuttle & Robertson, of
Des Moines. The quarry from
which it was taken is in the
southern part of Dallas county,
near the line of the C. R. I. & P.
R. R. It is a ferruginous argilace
(or clayoy) limestone. In the report of the Committee of examination, it is placed, in reference

to durability, among the second
best in a total of eight. Its specific gravity is 2.66, weighting 166
pounds to the cubic foot, being
among the heaviest in the list. It
is marked as being “hard, compact, crystalline.” The contract
price averages $10.25 per cubic
yard. The price of the Orford
stone, which it was at first intended should be used, averaged
about $15 per cubic yard.

Thursday, December 7, 1871

MORE STEALING FROM
THE IOWA TAXPAYERS.
From the Keokuk
Constitution.
The legislature of this state
will soon assemble; and already
it is announced in the Des
Moines city papers that the contractors for furnishing the stone
to build the new state house intend to make application to the
legislature for a donation of at
least fifty thousand dollars of the
people’s money. They allege
that they have only furnished the
state one-half of the stone the
contract calls for, and that they
have already lost twenty-five
thousand dollars upon the
amount delivered, and will lose
twenty-five thousand more upon
the balance of the stone they are

required to furnish under the
contract. They will, therefore,
ask the legislature to make them
a donation of fifty thousand in
addition to the price they contracted to furnish the stone for.
We never entertained any
doubt about the building of the
new state house affording an
opportunity for a gigantic
steal—nor that the opportunity
would be taken advantage of by
a “ring” to fill their pockets with
the people’s money through the
many “ways that are dark and
tricks that are vain,” with which
radicals are so familiar—but we
hardly expected the game would
commence so early; and upon an
appropriation of one hundred
and fifty thousand dollars which
the legislature appropriated two
years ago as a greenback nest
egg only, to which subsequent
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legislatures were expected to lay
several millions of the same sort.
In the name of the taxpayers of
the state and especially of this
county, we enter our protest
against this first proposed steal of
fifty thousand dollars. It is no
valid excuse for the legislature to
give the stone contractors fifty
thousand dollars or any other
sum of the people’s money—
because, as they allege, they will
lose fifty thousand dollars upon
their contract to furnish the stone
for the foundation of the new
state house. They made the contract with their eyes open and
upon a bid in competition with
others for the job. It would be a
gross fraud upon the state for the
legislature to make good to the
contractors their loss if they actually sustained any—out of the
state treasury. They obtained the
contract over other bidders by
offering to furnish the stone at a
less price than their competitors
for the job offered to furnish it
for.
If parties are permitted to obtain contracts for public work by
underbidding—offering to do
work for a less price than it can
be done for without loss to the
contractors and the legislature
afterwards steps in and donates
to them all the money they claim
to have lost—or actually lost—
what chance have any honest
contractors who expect to perform their contract with the state
without extra allowance, to compete with the bogus ones who
undertake to do the work at a less
price than it is worth upon the
understanding or expectation that
their loss, with a profit added,
will be given them afterwards by
the taxpayers representatives in
the state legislature.
Again, this time of asking the
legislature to appropriate money

- 25 -

to make good losses alleged to
have been sustained by contractors for public work is the opening wedge into the public work
is the opening wedge into the
public treasury by the introduction of gigantic corruption in the
legislature.
It is one of the schemes so
often resorted to, in these latter
days, to purchase corrupt members of legislative bodies with
the public money by petitioning
for a large sum and agreeing to
divide the amount between the
petitioners and the scoundrels
whose votes are purchased in
favor of the appropriation. The
legislature ought not to vote a
single dollar to the stone contractors above the sum they contracted to furnish the stone for,
no matter how much they lose or
pretend to have lost on the job.
OUR NEW CAPITOL
The speech-making, poetizing, and junketing overlaying the
corner-stone of the new capitol
building having subsided, it is
perhaps a good item to talk a
little about the cost of that structure.
As a preliminary item, however, we submit the following from
the republican state platform of
1869, and ask how it sounds to
those members of the Assembly
of 1870, who voted for building
a capitol which will cost from
three to five millions of dollars:
“Resolved, That the means
now in the state treasury, and
which may become available,
ought to be used for the purpose
of defraying the necessary expenditures for the state government, economically administered, and for no other purpose;
and no state taxes, or only the
minimum absolutely required,

should be levied or collected until such means are exhausted, to
the end that the burden of taxation may be made as light as
possible.”
As it also now appears that the
legislature will probably be
asked to make some additional
appropriations this winter, we
copy from the Sioux City Journal, which says:
“The contractors for the statehouse foundation at Des Moines
have started the usual dodge resorted to by those who take contracts for the erection of public
buildings. They say they are losing money on their contract, and
propose to try and get the legislature to reimburse them. The
Gate City sounds the alarm, and
says the people should ‘spot’
every member of the legislature
who supports such a proposition.
We hope it will receive no favor

in the legislature or out of. It
would be simply a premium on
swindling—a bonus to ring speculation. It would be an outrage
on the people of Iowa. Did one
ever hear of contractors for state
or national work, no matter how
inordinate their profit, ever paying over to the state or government any part of their games?
Never. But if they don’t make as
much out of their work as they
expected, they invariably expect
the public treasury to make up
the deficiency. It is time to make
an ___ to this business. We hope
the legislature will not allow the
losing contractors one cent.”
It is to be hoped that the members from this county will act
with those who are opposed to
swindling and corruption, and
prevent any such scheme from
succeeding.

1874

Here’s a conundrum from the
State Record: “Why is the AntiMonopoly party like the New
State capitol? Answer—It commenced building with rotten
Stone in the foundation” –
[Patriot.
Bully! Now we’ve got one:
“Why is the New State capitol
building, with it’s rotten foun-

dation, just like Governor
Stone? Answer—Because it
had a bad beginning. The father
of both of them being the rotten
Radical party of Iowa went on
to now bid fair, under the guise
of prudent guardians, to become an honor to the State. We
call you.
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1871

CAPITOL COMMISSIONERS.
Governor, Samuel Merrill.
S. G. Stein,
J. N. Dowey,
J. O. Crosby
G. M. Dodge,
J. S. Dawson,
W. L. Joy,
J. F. Wilson,
Charles Dudley

The corner stone of the new State
House at Des Moines will be laid this
week. The inscription will be cut on a
panel six by two feet, raised on the face
of the granite, and will be as follows:

Cochrane & Piquenard, Architects.
On the end panel will be the date
of the laying of the corner stone.

November 25, 1871

LAYING THE CORNER STONE
OF THE NEW STATE HOUSE.
The Introductory Address of Hon. J. F.
Wilson—Poem by Captain Hardy—Gov.
Merrill’s Address.

According to previous announcement the
corner stone of the new Capitol at Des
Moines was laid on Thursday, the 23d inst.
The procession was under the direction of
Gen. N. B. Baker, and was made up of a
large number of carriages, containing officers of the State government, members of the
Legislature, prominent citizens and various
societies. On account of the inclemency of
the weather, the addresses were delivered in
the Hall of Representatives of the old Capitol. The first was the introductory address of hon. j. f. wilson.
Mr. Wilson spoke as follows:
Fellow Citizens: --On the 13th day of
April, 1870, the people of Iowa, through
their Representatives, decided that a newCapitol should be erected, of dimensions and
character better adapted to the growth and
necessity of the commonwealth. Forthe purpose of executing the work, Commissioners
were appointed, who in due time proceeded
to discharge the duties of the trust imposed
upon them. Their first important duty was
the adaption of a plan for the building, combining in all its details, the requisite conveniences, as well as taste of architectural de-
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sign adopting it to the refinements of the
age, and the legislative, executive and judicial wants of the State.
By a prior law of the State this beautiful
and commanding eminence overlooking
the fair young city of Des Moines, and the
valley of the river from which it takes its
name, had been designated as the site of
the edifice to be devoted to the future legislative and official uses of Iowa. There,
about one year ago the work of excavation
commenced, and on the 17th day of August,
1871, the first stone in the foundation was
put in its place, on a bed of concrete masonry two feet in thickness. To-day the
greater portion of the foundation walls are
laid to the height of ten feet above the Concrete.

We are now convened to consecrate this
noble enterprise of our State with ceremonies befitting its magnitude and importance.
–Sixteen years ago this, the building in
which we are assembled, was erected to
supply the wants of a population of less
than six hundred thousand. Since then Iowa
has advanced to a population of more than
a million and a quarter of souls, and it is
but meet and proper that she should rear on
this proud capitol Hill an edifice which
shall be the pride of her future millions, and
worthy of the wise sons and, it may be,
daughters who shall enact her future laws,
and control her future destinies.

November 26, 1871

Laying the Corner Stone of the New Capitol.
Des Moines, Nov. 23.

the hall of the house in the old capitol. The
The laying of the corner stone is a good hall was densely packed in a short time.
thing, and an old thing, but when it comes
After an excellent prayer by Rev. T.
to that sort of thing while the thermometer Rice, of this city, a brief introductory adis marking close about zero, it is certainly dress was read by Hon. James F. Wilean, on
not a pleasant or agreeable occupation to behalf of the board of commissioners.
participants or witnesses. A goodly number
Governor Merrill then came forward and
of persons are now satisfied of the fact—
have learned something to-day. Had the read the oration of the day. It was a someweather been ordinarily pleasant, the at- what lengthy document, principally historitendance upon the ceremonies would have cal. I send you a copy herewith which you
been larger and considering the intense can publish if you deem it of interest to the
cold it can be considered very fair. There readers of the HEARLD. There are some
were quite a number of distinguished gen- very good things in it.
tlemen present, ex-Governor, judges, state
After this an ode to liberty, written by
officials, members of general assemblies, Capt. A. S. Hurdy, one of the professors in
etc. Of ex-Governor Lowe was the only Iowa college, was announced as in the
one present, while the ex-Lieutenant Gov- hands of J. B. Grinnell. J. B. mounted the
ernors showed Faville, Eastman, and Gae. stand, made an apology for the absence of
The Governor and Lieuteuant Governor the poet, and said he would read the last
elect, Carpenter and Bulis, were also pre- stanza. He commenced so well the audience
sent. With these were a score or more of insisted on his reading the whole. This he
members, ex-members and members elect did, and did well. Here it is:
of the assembly, too many to give their
names.
According to programme the procession
was to have formed at 10 o’clock, but it
was after eleven before Gen. Baker commenced getting parties into line. The carriages, some two or three dozen, were then
filed at the Savery House, and escorted by
the zooaves with a brass band and followed
by the Sons of Liberty and mechanic’s societies, and citizens generally, the line of
march was taken to the capitol. On account
of the cold, the speaking, etc., was done in

POEM.
Out of ice dawn with fair swift feet,
Waited of men with hope and tears,
Wrapped about with a glory meet
For the long expected one of years,
Cometh the prophesied of seers.
Splendor of love is on her eyes—
Splendor of strength in arm and limb—
Splendor of truth that halo-wise
Lighteth the glad earth’s distant rim,
Making a glory in the skies.
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She who was a dream of dreams,
Behold a cry hath smote her ears!
Lo! she that hath promised redeems,
That thy heart wax not heavy with fears,
O man, nor thine eyelids with tears.
Sweetness of springs and sounds thereof,
So is her voice to them that wait,
Sweetness of pity born of love—
Yes! Thunder of wrath to them that hate
And fetter the rights of man’s estate.

green
With blood of men and women’s tears,
Ere the cry of triumph smote her ears.
And one whose blood was freely poured,
Whose strong young wrath was as a crown,
Quick to draw from its sheath the sword
And last to lay its warm blade down
Goes back to its yellow fields and brown.

Lo! Where her sandaled feet are come,
Life is quickened of dust long dead,
A voice leaps forth from lips long dumb,
A crown is set on the vailed head.

And here twixt suns that rise and set,
Twixt river and river, sea and sea,
Will we build thee a shrine, he said, where yet
Our children’s children shall worship thee
As their fathers have, O Liberty!

Swifter than birds on wide arm wings,
Up from their homes by plain and sea,
Mightier than the seed of kings,
Gathers the army of men made free,
Sons and daughters of liberty.

Here where with stealthy eye and feet
The Indian crept on the trail of war;
Let its white walls stand, a symbol meet
Of the tablets pure of peace and law,
Till the world is dead and time grown hoar.

Swift are their hands to do her will,
Strong are the knotted arms and bar,
From rage that stings and hates that kill
And subtle weaving of toilers’ snare,
To save her, fairest of earth’s most fair.

And freedom shall be its corner stone.
And truth the pillars that tall and fair
Rise stately about the great white throne
Where Justice sits to guard her own,
The solemn breathing of a prayer.

And through the breadth of her domain,
Near stream that foams and sea that shines,
In lap of hills and bosom of plain,
Wrought of the riches of earth’s mines
Rise dome and pillar of her shrines.
************
Many a leaf the Summers have shed,
Many a bud has blossomed and blown,
Many a day the sun has led
‘Round the wide world’s changing zone,
Since first her glory earthward shone.

Secretary Fulton then read a list of articles
to be deposited in the stone.
Now came in a past that not was laid down
in the programme. Hon. John A. Kasson arose
and in a neat speech presented the governor a
silver trowel in behalf architects and a sliver
mounted mallet from the superintendent. John
got in his speech, if his enemies didn’t like it,
and the governor briefly returned his thanks.
An adjournment was then made to the new
capitol, where the ceremonies were very brief.
The box was fitted in the stone, and the grand
cornerstone, with its engraved name holsted in
its place. The governor pronounced it well
done. Dr. Rice delivered the benediction, the

And shifting of battle the world has seen,
And steam of horses and gleam of spears,
And blooming of meadows fair, made
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cannon was fired, the crowd dispersed, and
thus ended the celebration of the laying of
the corner stone of the new capitol.
The commissioners have decided to stop
work for the winter, on account of the cold
and its effect on the stone. It also reported
they have decided to dispense altogether
with the services of the superintendent, because of a discovery—that he is a democrat!
It is really too bad that a democrat should
have anything to do with this building—
beyond paying his taxes.
A “grand state ball” is in progress this
evening at the Savery House.
INTROUDUCTORY ADDRESS BY HON.
JAS. F. WILSON.
Fellow Citizens: --On the 13th of April
1870, the people of Iowa, through their representatives, decided that a new Capitol
should be erected, of dimensions and character better adapt to the growth and necessities of the Commonwealth. For the purpose
of executing the work, commissioners were
appointed, who in due time proceeded to
discharge the duties of the trust imposed
upon them. Their first important duty was
the adoption of a plan for the building, combining in all its details, the requisite conven-
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iences, as well as taste of architectural design, adapting it to the requirements of the
age, and the legislative, executive, and judicial wants of the State.
By a prior law of this State the beautiful
and commanding eminence, over-looking
the fair young city of Des Moines, and the
valley of the river from which it takes its
name, had been designated as the site of the
edifice to be devoted to the future legislature and official uses of Iowa. Then about
one year ago the work of excavation commenced, and on the 1st day of August 1871,
the first stone on the foundation was put in
its place, on a bed of concrete masonry two
feet in thickness. To-day the greater portion
of the foundation walls are laid, to the
height of ten feet above the concrete.
We are now convened to consecrate this
noble enterprise of our State with ceremonies befitting its magnitude and importance.
Fifteen years ago this old capitol, the building in which we are assembled, was erected
to supply the wants of a population less
than 60,000. Since then Iowa has advanced
to a population of more than a million and a
quarter of souls, and it is but proper that she
should rear on this proud capitol hill an edifice which shall be the pride of her future
millions, and, worthy of the wise sons, and
it may be daughters, who shall enact the
future laws, and control her future destinies.

Wednesday Morning, April 3, 1872

FROM THE CAPITAL.

were passed.
WHEREAS, It is reported extensively throughout the state, that the quality of the material used
and provided for the construction of the foundation walls of the new capitol building, and the
workmanship on said foundation are inferior, and
unsuitable for a building of the character contemplated by the act authorizing the construction of a
new capitol building, and
WHEREAS, It is desirable that the people of
the state, and the general assembly should be fully
informed as to the character and quality of the material used, or workmanship performed in and
about the construction of, or materials furnished
for said foundation walls of said building; therefore
Resolved, By the senate, the house of representative concurring, that a committee of five, two
on the part of the senate, and three on the part of
the house of representatives, be appointed, whose
duty it shall be to inquire into the quality of the
materials used and furnished for use for the foundation walls of the new capitol building, and to
inquire into the character and quality of the work
done in, on and about said foundation walls, and
to report to this general assembly as soon as practicable the result of their investigations.
Resolved, That said committee, when appointed, and organized, be and are hereby authorized
and empowered to send for persons and papers, to
assist and give them information of the matters
herein before referred to.
President Bulis announced senators Dysart and
Gault, and Speaker Wilson announced Messrs,
Leahy, Davis and Paul, as members of the committee.
In the senate March 12th, and in the house
March 13th, the following were passed.
WHEREAS, The powers given the special
committee to examine and report, with reference
to the material and workmanship of the foundation of the new capitol building, so far only as has
been laid up; therefore be it
Resolved, That the committee have full power

The New Capitol–Report of Commissioners–
Investigation–Bad Job of Whitewashing–
Evident Purpose of the Committee–
Responsibility of Commissioners For the
Frauds–The Des Moines Ring’s Interst–Facts
in Reference to Contracts for Rotten Stone,
&c.
Special Correspondence of the Dubuque Herald.
Des Moines, April 1
The capitol commissioners, in their report, declare that “while quality of the work done is first
class, the cost has fallen far below the estimate.”
The general opinion here is that the estimates
must have been unconscionably high, and that
the capitol commissioners are excessively ignorant of the qualities of “first class” work. This is,
taking it for granted that they wrote their first
biennial report in sincerity.
The readers of the Herald have already been
informed of the fact of the appointment of a
committee of investigation, by the general assembly, in this capitol business, and of the facts
leading thereto. I have been careful to reserve
statement of the rumors floating on the air here,
and of facts known to many, if not all of the citizens of Des Moines, regarding the frauds of the
new capitol management, until the official investigation should be completed, believing that it
must in some measure expose the incompetency,
if it be incompetency, and the corruption, of that
management. But the investigation has been concluded, and the report of the committee proves
that it has resulted in nothing better than a coat
of badly mixed whitewash to the rotten foundation walls of the new capitol—that evidently being its only purpose. The exposure to the people
must be made through the press, and should be
made at once.
In the senate February 27th, and in the house
March 1st, the following concurrent resolutions
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to send for persons and papers.
March 16th Mr. Paul was excused from the
committee, being so ill that he has not since
been able to attend the sessions of the assembly,
and Mr. Maxwell was appointed in his place. By
the removal of Mr. Paul from the committee but
one democrat was left upon it, and in his removal the best man to secure a searching and thoroughly honest investigation was taken from the
committee.
It will be observed that in the resolutions the
authority of the committee was not, in terms,
broad enough to cover anything beyond an investigation of the character and quality of materials used and provided for the foundation walls,
and yet it was generally understood that the investigation might go beyond this limit. Did the
members of the committee so understand?
I find that one of the questions put to Gov.
Merrill, who had been ex-officio president of
the board of commissioners was: “Do you know
of any of the commissioners who have been interested in the contracts?” I find that James
Dawson, one of the commissioners, was interrogated closely in reference to resolutions adopted
by the board, with an apparent desire to ascertain the secret motives of the commissioners in
taking certain action relative to contracts; also
as to his compensation while acting as commissioner. I further find that the committee spent a
great deal of time with Charles Dudley, another
commissioner, in drawing out of him details of
his quarrel with the local superintendent, Appleyard, and in ascertaining just how Appleyard
came to be elected. I find again that the committee enquired very particularly of O. H. P. Scott,
the stone contractor, into the manner of his obtaining the contract, into the causes for his having instituted injunction proceedings against the
board at one time, and as to whether he has received any pecuniary consideration for withdrawing that injunction suit. In fact, through
fifty-five printed pages of printed pages of testimony I find very little space devoted to ascertaining the workmanship of the foundation
walls, and the quality of material procured for,
and placed in them, but an abundance of pettifogging to draw out excuses for the commissioners for having notoriously failed in the performance of their duties, if not for deliberate
frauds upon the state. Again I ask, did the committee understand that its authority was limited

to enquiry as to the quality of material in the
foundation walls of the capital and the character
of workmanship? If so, why did it not confine
itself to that enquiry, and if not, why did it not
prosecute the investigation to ascertain facts
which would enlighten the public, and not content itself with chaff to blind the public? Witnesses called by the committee offered testimony showing intentional and concealed frauds in
the construction of the walls. The committee
refused to receive it. One witness, a mason who
had been employed on the work, offered to point
out to the committee, places in the walls where
outside and inner courses had been laid up, and
the space between filled with earth. His offer
was refused and ordered expunged from the report of the testimony. It was a matter of public
notoriety that men here, some of them members
of the legislature, had knowledge of facts which
would establish beyond question the fact that
some of the commissioners have pecuniary profited out of the undeniable frauds perpetrated in
this new capitol business. The committee decided that its authority was limited to the enquiry as
to material and workmanship of the foundation
walls! Without pursuing this branch of the subject further, I think it is tolerably clear that the
committee readily and cheerfully exceeded the
pretended limits of its authority, in search of
whitewashing material, but was extremely solicitous to be tethered when there was a prospect
that the real facts of fraud and the responsibility
of commissioners for them, might come to official light.
The attempt to keep back facts of the fraud has
been successful. The mission for whitewash,
however, has not been fruitful. In plain view in a
wall in which only one-half is open to inspection, the committee has found ninety-three
stones defective—many of them absolutely rotten and running out of the foundation walls of a
capitol which is to cost not less than two millions of the people’s money like so much mud,
under the influence of these spring suns. This is
not all of the rottenness, however, of this new
capitol business. Who is responsible?
As to the commissioners, Governor Merrill’s
responsibility is variously estimated. Some affirm that he has had a willing and industrious
hand in the frauds, while others claim that he
was the easy, but ignorant, victim of the more
shrewd perpetrators. I can give him but one of
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three positions: disgraceful incompetency, criminal ignorance or criminal participation—and the
ex-governor may choose of them for himself, at
present.
Gen. Dodge paid very little attention to the
business of his commissionership. He was busy
with milroads, busy with the arrangements for
the Allison primaries, and busy with everything
except the discharge of the duty which he assumed when he accepted an election as capitol
commissioner.
James F. Wilson has been charged by the Burlington Hawkeye with corrupt action as a commissioner, but I hesitate to believe its charge. He
has been so pre-occupied with expectancy of vice
-presidential honors that he has not given a
thought to his duty as a capitol commissioner. He
was one of the distinguished partisan politicians
elected to throw a halo of respectability around
the partisan meanness of the election of other
commissioners. That he failed in that was not his
fault, and even if it were the people could more
readily forgive it than the other fault of having
wholly neglected his duty to them.
James Dawson appears on the record to have
been faithful among the faithless. He is a practical stone mason, and in that respect, certainly, the
most competent man of the board. He protested
repeatedly against the frauds being perpetrated in
material and workmanship, and had he known
the graver frauds and corruptions would doubtless have protested more earnestly against them.
He endeavored to secure a report by the board
reciting what he rather mildly termed the mistakes of the management and had the report written and the most of it in type. The majority ordered it expunged, and twenty pages were thus
suppressed.
S.G. Stein and William L. Joy are also said to
be fair men, but they evidently had little to do in
the management. James O. Crosby, Charles Dudley and John N. Dewey were the other members
of the board.
In a letter written some weeks ago, I gave
some facts partially showing the character of
Dudley’s connection with the capitol friends. A
few, of many other facts may be stated to illustrate the fact that from the first a ring was formed
in the board to run the capitol business, and to
this ring may be traced directly the responsibility
for the frauds.
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Let it first be understood that there is something
more than a suspicion that a Des Moines ring existed before the appropriation bill was passed by
the 13th general assembly. This bill was passed by
the influence of the men in this ring, and by the
use of their money. It would not be difficult to
name the men who handled this money, nor those
to whom it was offered for votes, nor those who
received it for their votes. John A. Kasson
worked earnestly and effectually to secure the
passage of the bill, but the Des Moines ring, composed of the anti-Kasson clique, stepped in and
snatched from him the substantial fruits of his
labors. He was building himself up for a congressional candidacy. The ring had a candidate
against him, and had mercenary members to be
satisfied. So it happened that, when the appropriation bill had been passed by Kasson’s labors, he
was thrown overboard by the ring, a partisan
commission was elected against his protest, and
thenceforth the capitol influence was wielded in
the interest of Frank Palmer. The ring had also
expended money. Kasson worked for votes for
the bill—the ring supplemented his labors with
the purchase of votes and the payment of lobby
expenses, and of the dining and wining of the 13th
general assembly. This money was not considered
a permanent investment by any means- It is stated, up on authority which I cannot doubt, that
from the profits of contracts a percentage was to
be paid to reimburse the ring for these expenditures, amounting to about $15,000. How much
has been realized from this percentage I cannot
say, but the figures showing the expenditures of
the commissioners during the past two years,
when compared with the work actually accomplished, leave a margin broad enough to cover the
entire amount of the Des Moines ring’s claim.
The first contract, known as the oolite contract,
was let in the interest of the Des Moines ring, represented in the board by Commissioner Dewey.
The records of the board as well as the testimony taken by the investigating committee, show
that it was finally broken up by the board, not because of any fault in the material which was to be
furnished under it. Mr. Dawson had resisted the
making of that contract, but was overruled. There
were interests involved in it to procure the writing
of letters to him by men in his own county, in
which he was promised substantial rewards if he

would withdraw his opposition. He refused these
offers and consistently continued his opposition.
Dudley and Crosby, after the contract had been
made, found themselves ignored by the Dewey
ring. They therefore joined Dawson in his opposition to the contract, and this is the secret of the
final failure of the Oolite contract. Dudley and
Crosby organized a ring of their own then, and
came to the surface in the letting of the Farmington contract. O. H. P. Scott, the Oolite contractor
had been violent in his denunciation of Dudley
before, but now became his fast friend and backer, explaining his change of heart by saying that
he had found out how to use Dudley and was going to use him. Just how he did use him the foundation walls of the new capitol show. How much
he paid for the use, Dudley can rise to explain. As
the stone arrived from the Farmington quarry it
was found to be deficient in every respect. The

local superintendent, Mr. Appleyard, began to
reject it. A meeting of the board was called, and it
changed the specifications so as to let the stone
in. Mr. Appleyard still rejected stone. The work
was at last summarily stopped, Appleyard was
dismissed, and eight car loads of stone last reject
by him were returned to the capitol grounds and
unloaded.
I have given but the barest detail of facts illustrating the corruption and fraud of this capitol
management. I might write much more of facts
unquestionably established and reports strongly
sustained by evidence. All might have come to
the knowledge of the investigating committee if it
had desired it.
The work so far done on the new capitol is so
far from being “first class” that it is a palpable
fraud, and the cots, though the work had been
“first class,” has been extravagantly light.
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CHAPTER FOUR
Proceedings at the Laying
of the Cornerstone
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Trowel

Trowel Engraving*
Chisels
Maul
Original tools
used in laying the
Iowa State Capitol
foundation

Stone-Dressing Axe

*The engraving reads as follows:
Presented to
Col. Sam Merrill
Governor of Iowa
by
Cochrane & Piquenard
Architects.
Used in
setting the Corner Stone of the
State Capitol at Des Moines City
Nov. 23d, A. D. 1871.
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Constructing
the

Iowa State Capitol
Part Two: Completing Construction

Robert S. Finkbine
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Constructing
the

Iowa State Capitol
Part Two: Completing Construction

CHAPTER FIVE
Foundation
The legislature mandated that the Capitol was to be constructed without raising taxes. The funds available for the project
were what remained after all other state obligations had been paid.

The failure of the first foundation stone was a major setback in the construction. Histories written about the building rarely
demand more than a paragraph describing the failure of the original foundation, but it was a huge financial mistake and
slowed the construction by many months. Robert Finkbine understood it was the “sensible” thing to remove all the unstable
stone and replace it before construction continued rather than to continue building only to have more stone fail ten years
into the construction. The cost of replacing the foundation stone came to $52,353.76.
The report of the Architect for the years 1872 and 1873 states that in compliance with the resolution of the General Assembly “most of the foundation
stone was removed but five good pieces, which would have cost too much to
remove and which are placed where they could not injure the building . . .
remained.” Because of the failure of the 1871 foundation, the legislature
removed the original Capitol Commissioners and created a second smaller
Capitol Commission.

“
Maturin Fisher

Peter Dey

Appleyard, the first Superintendent of Construction, or “overseer,” had been discharged at the close of work in December
1871. Finkbine had been strongly recommended but the board felt they would be accused of favoritism if a commissioner
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were also to serve as overseer. In June of 1872 the board concluded to carry on the work through an executive committee,
and appointed Fisher, Dey, and Finkbine as such a committee. The committee invested in Finkbine all their authority, and he
discharged the duties of the local superintendent. The Fourteenth General Assembly, at an extra session in 1873, passed a
Joint Resolution authorizing the board to appoint one
of their own as local superintendent, or overseer, and
Robert Finkbine was immediately and unanimously
elected to that office in February 1873.
Once the foundation walls were replaced, and the cornerstone re-laid, the Capitol Commissioners Finkbine,
Foote, Fisher, and Dey, set about the work of completing the Capitol. David Armstrong and Messers.
Barnum and Overman furnished granite for the base
course in 1873. The contract to provide 2,000,000
bricks went to Jones and Redhead.
Early expenditures primarily focused on functional
Capitol’s southeast corner, circa 1873

and structural items: sewer lines, waterlines, stonecutting, railroad fees, and salaries for the architects, commissioners and
laborers. By December 31, 1873, there had been three separate appropriations:
The Thirteenth General Assembly: $150,000.00
The Fourteenth General Assembly: $100,000.00
The Fourteenth General Assembly: $125,000.00
Total: $375,000.00
Total expenditures: $374,825.88

Detail of walls of the basement in the Capitol

Architect Alfred Piquenard acknowledged the wisdom of the selection of Robert Finkbine as the overseer of the work because of his experience as a builder. Piquenard also recommended the General Assembly appropriate a larger amount, suggesting the same amount per year would allow the work to “push forward with more force and vigor.”
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The next major decision made by the Commissioners included the choice of the exterior stone. Sandstone was chosen because of color and wearability. Brown stone, or buff stone, from St. Genevieve, Missouri, for the large blocks and blue sandstone from Carroll County, Missouri, served for the decorative contrast pieces.
The fine-grained blue stone from Carrol County made for easy carving and would save time and money. This decision would
end up costing a great deal in later years as the stone corroded easily. By 1875 the basement story was complete. Work began
on the office story (first
floor). Iron beams and
brick arches provided
support for the office
story floors that would
eventually be laid over
them. Stonecutters received a template that
specified dimensions for
the stone to be cut according to what was
needed at the time. Finkbine hired day laborers
based on the work and
skill needed for the day.
Nearly all the exterior
stone for the office story
was on the grounds and
cut by this time.
Stone diagram of the first floor of the Capitol, 1875

In 1876, the Capitol Commissioners were faced with the decision to use plans adopted by the General Assembly that were
accepted based on cost and not the architect’s recommendations. Edward Clark modified the original plans to stay within
the original estimated cost of
$1,500,000.00. The commissioners
appealed the legislature to approve a
more costly building. Had the commissioners not dropped the modified plans of Edward Clark and reverted back to the original plans
submitted by Cochran and
Piquenard, the Capitol would have
no domes. The four corner pavilions would each have a flat roof,
and the main dome would have
been built to just above the roof
level and would be covered with a
skylight. The grand staircase would
be iron, not marble, and the library
would occupy the east projection
with committee rooms below on the
office story. Floors would have been
hard wood rather than marble or
tile.
Architect Alfred Piquenard died in
November 1876. His assistants Mifflin Bell and William Hackney were
appointed by the board to supervise
the completion of the building.

Grand Staircase
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In 1877, the walls of the first floor, or office story, had been completed.
Commissioners pushed to install the heating apparatus so the process of
drying the structure and eventually drying the finished surfaces could begin.
In 1878, the Capitol Commissioners purchased the lot for the steam heating
plant and the exterior walls of the building were completed.
The report of the Capitol Commissioner in 1880 states, “the statues for the
west pediment are complete and in place. The four turrets have been completed at a cost of $69,800.64.” The commission needed approval from the
General Assembly to finish work on the central/main dome.
When the legislature adopted Edward Clark’s modified plans at the beginning of construction their intention was to build the Capitol within the
$1,500,000.00 limit but as construction continued the architects continually
reminded the legislature of their obligation to constructed a building that
would not only stand 1,000 years but would also be the pride of Iowans for
generations to come. The legislature did not need much convincing. They
also felt the responsibility of constructing a building of beauty for all time.
Changing Clark’s modified plans to include the five domes revived
Piquenard’s original plans although architect Mifflin Bell had revised the
design of the main dome to a shorter wider dome. The idea of a dome at all
Edward Clark

did not pass the legislature without some opposition. One Joint Resolution offered by Representative Caldwell in 1880 read
as follows:
Whereas, By an over appropriation there will not be sufficient moneys in the treasury to complete the dome on the new capitol
within the next biennial period; and
Whereas, It would be unwise to expend two thousand dollars in a wooden roof; and
Whereas, Great damage would result from leaving open of the space now open for said dome; therefor Be it resolved by the General
Assembly of the State of Iowa, That the Executive Council be instructed and the Capitol Commissioners be requested to prepare, as
soon as circumstances will permit, sufficient prairie hay and bark to cover the said space so left open.
Laid on the table.

This resolution is a reminder that divisions existed between those who championed the changes suggested by the architects
bringing symmetry and elaborate details to the building and those who wanted the building completed quickly and for as little
money as possible.

Iowa State Capitol west front, 1880
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The dome was completed
by 1882 at a cost of
$391,389.60. The hemispherical part of the dome
weighs 481,000 pounds.
When evaluating the heating and ventilation, the
commissioners went to
great lengths to ensure the
comfort of those who
would inhabit the building.
After completing the work
of heating and ventilation,
the architects and Capitol
Commissioners focused on
finishing the interior of the
building.

The Commissioners determined it was best to finish the second story first, and then work their way down. They felt it necessary to finish the library as quickly as possible because the condition of the library in the Old Brick Capitol was endangering
the library collection. Also, the legislature pressured them to finish the building. By completing the second story first, the
legislature could move into their beautiful new chambers more than two years before the entire building was completed.
The Nineteenth General Assembly, by an act approved March 14, 1882, made an appropriation of $525,000.00 for the new
Capitol—payable, $75,000.00 in the year 1882, $275,000.00 in the year 1883, and $175,000.00 in the year 1884; “and required
the Capitol Commissioners to complete the Senate Chamber, Hall of the House of Representatives, Library room, and such
other portions as may be practicable, for occupancy by the next General Assembly.”
For the interior finishes, the architects recommended employing “only artisans and skilled specialists.” They felt the furnishings should be designed and constructed for each department of State. That carpet, curtains, painted walls, and ceilings
should blend within the rooms.
Expenditures between the years 1882 to 1884 were almost exclusively for interior finishes. Ettore S. Miragoli was contracted
to decorate the House of Representatives, Senate, Library, and the east wing of the second and third floors. Also the main
dome above the granite columns and the entrances to the House and Senate were Miragoli’s creation.
In 1882, E. S. Miragoli contracted with the Capitol Commission for “painting and decorating the ceiling and walls of the Senate for the sum of $3,000.00 and the House for $3, 500.00.”
Miragoli contracted in 1883, “for painting and decorating the walls and ceilings of the east wing, including figures, stenciling
walls, tinting panels and finishing the entire level of the gallery floor for the sum of $2,350.00. The rotunda complete with the
ceilings above the
granite columns
and the entrances
to the House and
Senate for the sum
of $1,960.00. The
Library ceiling
complete and the
marbleizing of all
the pilasters for the
sum of $2050.00.”
The Report of the
Superintendent of
Finance for the
Capitol Commission shows payments to Miragoli
between January
and December
1883 totaling
$14,343.94.

South Gallery of the Senate Chamber, looking east
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MAQUOKETA, IOWA, 1882
The Iowa Capitol Building.
Since the new Capitol building was
begun, over half a million people
have settled in Iowa. Perhaps now
that the great building is so rapidly
approaching completion, the register
cannot do better than to give some
information regarding its size and
cost, as well as the progress of construction.
The bill to provide for the construction of the new Capitol was passed by
the Legislature in 1870. The bill provided for the creation of on nine
Commissioners, six to be chosen by
the Legislature, and the others to be
Gov. Samuel Merrill, Gen. C. M.
Dodge and Honorable James. F. Wilson. The ultimate cost provided for
was to be $1,500,000, but there was a
stipulation that the rate of taxation
was not to be increased to provide
funds.
The corner-stone for the new structure was laid Nov. 23, 1871. The next
year it was discovered that the rock
which composed the foundation wall
was of inferior quality, and in 1873,
the slope southwest of the Capitol
ground was nearly covered with the
rejected foundation rock.
The railroad track which the Rock
Island road laid to the grounds in
1870 to facilitate the handling of
heavy materials was removed in
1881.
The foundation was relaid with
more durable rock in 1873, and the
corner-stone was relaid with much
scanter ceremony than on the previous occasion.

The building was covered in 1880,
the domes were completed, and the
glass mainly in place last year.
As the structure now stands, it
measures, including the portico, 365
feet from north to south and 239 feet
from west to east. The building is
four stories high, except in the part
devoted to the Legislative halls and
Library, where it is three stories. The
height from the base line to the top of
cornices is 93 feet, and from the base
line to the top of the center dome it is
275 feet. The four domes at the corners are 165 feet above ground, The
main dome has a horizontal diameter
at its base of 73 feet. The east and
west porticos are fronted each by six
Corinthian pillars, and the north and
south entrances by four each.
The first story above the basement
is divided up into twenty-nine rooms,
beside closets, that will average as
large as 30 x 30 feet each. These will
be devoted to the use of the various
State offices, including Supreme
Court rooms.
The story above will be largely
taken for the two Legislative halls
and State Library. This part is now
being completed as rapidly as possible under the provisions of the appropriation bill passed last session.
These chambers will be reached by
stairways at the north and south entrances. The Senate chamber will be
forty feet from floor to ceiling, and
the Library forty-six feet.
The total length of the wall of this
imposing building, exterior measurement, is 1,464 feet, or rather more
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than a quarter of a mile. The number
of square feet enclosed is 54, 850, or
almost an acre and a quarter. There
were used in the foundation 2,759
cubic yards of concrete and rubble,
the walls required 471,856 feet of
granite and limestone, and the interior
consumed 13,626,000 brick. There
have been used 802,200 bushels of
sand and 27,398 barrels of cement.
Of the metal the consumption has
been—cast iron 117,526 pounds;
wrought iron, 2,217,024 pounds;
steel, 21,016 pounds; lead, 10,815
pounds, sheet iron, 2,902 pounds;
copper and bronze, 187,237 pounds.
The iron was largely for heating and
gas pipes, and the copper for the
domes.
The main dome, as is well known,
is to be gilded. This will not be so
expensive as many would think. The
total cost is now estimated by the architect at from $4,000 to $4,500.
There are but few buildings that boast
this embellishment. Among the more
notable gilded domes are those surmounting the Hotel des Invalides in
Paris, and the Cathedral of St. Isaac,
in St. Petersburg. The Capitol dome
at Boston and that at Hartford are
also gilded. It may be added that but
few domes exceed in size that of Iowa’s Capitol. Like the building it is
practically fireproof; the vertical part
above the stylobate is constructed of
stone and brick; the hemispherical
part is made of light iron framework,
consisting of vertical eye beam ribs,
tied with horizontal bands of flat iron,
and filled in between the ribs and

inside the bands with a brick
wall arch, distinguishing in
thickness from fourteen inches
at the springing line to four
and a half inches at the ring,
which forms the base of the
lantern. The amount of iron
used in the construction above
the cut-stone work, and below
the lantern was 87,783 pounds,
and the brick used between the
same points was 85,960. The
total weight of the constructive
portion of the hemispherical
part of the dome is 487,000

pounds. The exterior above the
cut-stone work is covered with
copper; the floor of the lantern
balcony is of cast bronze, and
the railing around the balcony
is of brass and bronze. These
metals are not materially affected by the action of the elements, and will not be marred
from exposure by rust or other
disintegration. The copper will
be finished with paint and gilding.
The total amount expended
on the Iowa Capitol up to July

1 was $1,977,489.07, and the
Commissioners believe that
the building will cost, when
completed, $2,500,000, or
$1,000,000 more than originally intended. It is to be hoped,
however, that future General
Assemblies will provide a few
pieces of statuary for the
grounds and more suitable
paintings for the vestibules.
But these can wait—Des
Moines Register.

The Lemars Sentinel.
VOL. XII.

LEMARS, IOWA, THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 1882

THE Des Moines Register says: “The
Capitol Commissioners let the contract
for all marble work to a Mr. Foster, of
New York. The question of gilding the
Capitol dome, long a subject of discussion, was decided by the board, and the
dome is to be gilded with gold. Gold
gilding will last fifty years, and

adds greatly to the finish of the building.
An English gentleman has been employed to do the plaster-paris work, in
marble effect. He comes all the way
from London to do the work, as the
board was unable to employ a competent
person in this country, and gets $6 per
day and expenses.
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NO. 22

A. H. Andrews and Company furnished nine hundred
opera chairs for the House and Senate visitor galleries. The
cost was $6.50 each.
Pottier & Stymus Manufacturing Company provided curtains for the legislative chambers for $4,750.00. Robert C.
Fisher and Company in New York provided marble for
the second floor wainscoting and pediments for the office
story doors including the elevators and the marble for the
grand stairway.
Wires were run for a system of telephones throughout the
building, with the intention of an exchange in the basement, connecting various offices and rooms with each other and with the city exchange.
Mitchell, Vance, and Company of New York provided the
gas light fixtures for the portions of the building completed
and occupied for the 1884 legislative session at a cost of $21,221.23.

Opera chairs in the visitor galleries

Geo. A. Misch of Chicago provided the stained glass for the skylights above the House, Senate, Library, and east wing for
$2.00 per square foot, on cars (delivered, but not yet installed).
L. Harbach of Des Moines furnished 150 legislators desks for $6,750.00. These desks are still in
use today.
Haugh, Ketchum & Company installed the two
flights of spiral iron stairs for the library at a cost
of $2,107.24.
The most noticeable exterior work completed in
1882 and 1883 consisted of the decorative work
on the exterior dome including gilding the large
dome and the braids of the smaller domes. The
gilding contract went to Hastings and Company
for $3,662.00. The gold leaf cost $2,741.50, $45.00
for sizing, and $875.00 for labor.

Iowa State Capitol golden dome
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The completion of the interior decoration of the second and third stories allowed the legislative spaces to be occupied. The
building was dedicated on January 17, 1884. The legislature ceremoniously moved from the Old Brick Capitol into their new
chambers. Robert Finkbine noted in his 1884 report that the public galleries had been completed in time for this event but
were finished just minutes prior to the legislature convening and he had not “had time to examine the work other than that
the required number had been furnished.” A grand ceremony and public ball took place in the new Capitol that day. The
Governor and the General Assembly invited John Kasson, who led the fight to build a new capitol, to give the address for
the Inauguration of the State Capitol at Des Moines.
January 18, 1884, architects Bell and Hackney submitted their fourth biennial report to the Capitol Commissioners recommending the continued use of encaustic tile for the public hallways on the first story, marble wainscoting and mantels in executive offices, and that all principle offices and corridors should be richly decorated. They suggested a more elaborate treatment for the Supreme Court room because of the “dignity of its intended occupancy.”
The legislature approved an act April 3, 1884, providing for the care and management of the new Capitol. The Capitol Commissioners were to oversee the completion and furnishing of the building but were also to oversee the maintenance of the
portions already completed. The Secretary of the Board of Capitol Commissioners, Ed Wright, was appointed the custodian
of the Capitol building. At the regular meeting of the Capitol Commission in November 1884 they adopted the following
Resolution:
Resolved, That the pay of the custodian of the new Capitol as provided for by resolution of this Board of May 8, 1884, be two
hundred dollars per month from and after the first day of December, 1885.

Wainscoting for the Governor’s private office

By this time William Hackney was the only architect left on the project. John Cochran left the firm before the completion of
the foundation; Alfred Piquenard passed away November 19, 1876; and Mifflin Bell left in December of 1884 to supervise
the construction of the Treasury building in Washington, D.C.
The legislature assigned the remaining rooms in the Capitol through a Joint Resolution. The executive and judicial offices
occupied the first floor. Their corresponding business offices and additional nongovernmental rooms were assigned to the
ground floor.
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ASSIGNMENT OF ROOMS IN NEW CAPITOL.
JOINT RESOLUTION
Relative to the Assignment of Rooms in the New Capitol.
Be it resolved by General Assembly of the State of Iowa
That the rooms of the new capitol in the basement and first story thereof be assigned to the several state officers, and
boards of commissioners as designated in schedules A and B hereto attached and that such rooms as are not therein assigned be left subject to future assignment by the general assembly, or as may be provided by law, and that the capitol commissioners be directed to finish and furnish said rooms in A style most convenient for the purpose or purposes, for which
each room is to be used as designated in said schedules.

Schedule A. First Story
No.1. Secretary of State, Private Office
No.2. Secretary of State, Business Office
No.3. Supreme Court Room
No.4. Supreme Court Consultation Room
No.5. Attorney-General's Room
No.6. Judge’s Private Room
No.7. Judge’s Private Room
No.8. Judge’s Private Room
No.9. Judge’s Private Room
No. 10. Judge’s Private Room
No. 11. State Agricultural Society, Library
No. 12. State Agriculture Society, Business Room
No. 13. Railroad: Commissioners, Private Office
No. 14. Railroad Commissioners, Business Office
No. l5. Clerk Supreme Court, Business Office
No. 15 1/2. Clerk Supreme Court, Private Office

No. 16. Curtodeon [Custodian] of the Capitol, Office
No. 17. Lavatory
No. 18. Horticultural Society
No. 19. Horticultural Society
No. 20. State Land Office.
No. 21. State Treasurer’s Business Office
No. 22. State Treasurer’s Private Office.
No. 28. Superintendent of Public Instruction, Library
No. 24. Superintendent of Public Instruction, Business Office
No. 25. Auditor of State
No. 26. Auditor of State
No. 27. Auditor of State
No. 28. Governor’s Private Office
No. 29. Governor’s Business Office
No. 30. Governor’s Private Secretary
No. 31. Governor’s Reception Room
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Governor’s private office on the first floor

Iowa Supreme Court Chamber
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Public Instruction Business Office

Railroad Commission Business Office
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Custodian’s Office

Auditor Clerk’s Office

- 75 -

Treasurer’s Business Office

Secretary of State’s Business Office
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Secretary of Agriculture’s Office

Auditor’s Office
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Schedule B. Basement Story
No. 3. Secretary of State, Stationery Room.
No. 5. Restaurant.
No. 6. Restaurant.
No. 11. Clerk of Supreme Court, Store Room.
No. 12. Folding Room for House and Senate.
No. 13. Horticultural Society.
No. 16. State Historical Society.
No. 17. State Historical Society.
No. 18. State Historical Society.
No. 19. State Board of Health.
No. 20. State Board of Health.
No. 21. Auditor of State.
The numbers designating the several rooms in [are] the same used on
the plans in the office of the Capitol Commissioners.
Approved, April 26, 1884.
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August Knorr, a local decorator, was hired to oversee the decorative painting on the office story. Each suite of rooms was
carefully stenciled. Commissioner’s reports state that “the frescoing done by day costs more than work done by contract, but
it is better done, not only in ground work, but in design and execution.”
Office story rooms were completed as follows:
Governor’s suite 1/1/1885 (May 8, 1884, Noxon and Toomey won the contract for the decorative painting in the
Governor’s suite for $1,750.00)
Secretary of State’s suite 3/4/1885 (decorative painting executed by Andreas Hansen)
Auditor’s suite 3/19/1885
Treasurer’s suite 7/13/1885
Land Office 10/1/1885
Department of Public Instruction 10/26/1885
Clerk of Supreme Court 11/26/1885
Railroad Commissioner’s suite 1/4/1886
The Custodian’s Office, agriculture rooms, and Supreme Court room were completed sometime after February and before
July 1886. The Supreme Court ceilings were the only ceilings decorated on canvas. Painted by Fritz Melzer in Germany, they
were shipped to Iowa and glued in place.
Supreme Court Canvas Murals

Ceres

Columbia

Justice and Peace

Justice

The Capitol Commission submitted their final report to Governor Larrabee on June 30, 1886. The total cost of the building
amounted to $2,873,294.59. The final audit examining 3,735 vouchers and bills showed $3.77 unaccounted for after 15 years
of construction. The legislature had not funded the work needed to complete the building. This work would be completed
by a third “Capitol Improvement Commission” in the early 1900s.
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CHAPTER SIX
Biennial Report of the Capitol Commissioners
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CHAPTER SEVEN
John A. Kasson Report
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John Adam Kasson
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A preliminary architect’s drawing of the Iowa State Capitol around 1870.

A later architect’s drawing of the Iowa State Capitol. The diameter of the dome was revised
by William F. Hackney and Mifflin E. Bell.
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- 145 The new Capitol towers over the Old Brick Capitol to the south.

Iowa State Capitol Cornerstone
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Constructing
the

Iowa State Capitol
Part Three: Decorations
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Constructing
the

Iowa State Capitol
Part Three: Decorations

CHAPTER EIGHT
Completing the Building
In 1886, Robert Finkbine, Superintendent of Construction, submitted to the Board of Capitol Commissioners a

summary report of the work completed in 1884 and 1885. This report also included a description of the remaining
work for both the interior and exterior and his estimated cost of completing the building.
“There remains to be done to complete the building on the exterior the cleaning and pointing
of all the exterior walls, the putting in place the west and south flights of steps, with the lamp
posts and, lamps for the same; the plastering to the south portico ceiling and under the steps,
and painting the small domes. Of inside work there remains the wood
work to the Horticultural rooms, and the basement story, excepting
the six rooms now done, with the hard oil finish of all wood work yet
to do; the marble wainscoting in the basement corridors; the hard
oil finish in the Agricultural rooms, Supreme Court room, and room
now occupied by the custodian. There remains the frescoing in the
Agricultural and Horticultural rooms, the custodian’s room, the
corridors of the first floor, the second floor rotunda, and lobbies
in the rear of the House and Senate.
“In furnishing there remains desks for the Land Office, press
stands for all the offices, the tables, desks and cases for the Agricultural and Horticultural rooms, furniture for the room occupied
by the custodian, carpets for the Agricultural and Horticultural
rooms and the Supreme Court room, and the clerks and Judges desks
in the Supreme Court room. Some additional furniture as developed by the needs of the office is
required in each of the offices.
“It was thought at the time of making my last report that furniture and carpet could be had
from the offices of the old capitol sufficient for the basement story. When the room for the Auditor was completed in the basement (it being the smallest of the basement rooms) It was found
that the largest of the carpets in the old building was too small to cover it. The chairs and desks
brought from the old capitol, with the exception of two desks, will not stand the continued heat
in the new building, so not only carpet but furniture made to stand the temperatures of the new
building must be provided for the offices located in the basement.
“Appended is a statement of the material purchased during the years 1884 and 1886, excepting
the minor items too numerous to detail, all of which are shown in the bills on file with the Secretary. A statement of the furniture purchased and made. Also an estimate of the cost of finishing
and furnishing the building.”
Respectfully submitted,
R. S. Finkbine, Superintendent.
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Some of the interior work received funding, but the Capitol Commission did
not receive the funding necessary to complete the south and west steps on
the exterior, nor did the funding include the money to finish the decorative
painting in the rooms on the ground floor and in less public areas on second
and third floor or the main hallways on the first and second floors. The estimated cost to complete this work was about $30,000.
The Legislature assigned the responsibility for the care and maintenance of
the building to the custodian. Under the Capitol Commission, this duty had
been assigned to the Secretary of the Board of Capitol Commissioners, Ed
Wright. After the Capitol Commission was dissolved, Mr. Wright continued
as the Custodian of Public Buildings and Property until December 1890.
Through the 1890s, the Custodian of Public Buildings and Property, E. W.
Crellin, served through 1892, and W. L. Carpenter through 1894. George
Metzger served through 1898, and J. D. Mc Garraugh through 1902. These
men continued the work of “finishing” the Capitol.

Edward Wright

The west and south steps, constructed of granite from Maine, were set by
James Locke and completed in November 1891. The Legislature awarded
the contract to J. Weidenmann for landscaping the Capitol grounds in February 1885. The estimated cost of improving the Capitol grounds did not include the several thousand dollars necessary for providing the statuary. The
Executive Council entered into separate contracts for the statuary allowing
the work to be completed in 1892.

S
Joe McGarraugh

By the late 1890s, the building remained unfinished. Proper maintenance in many areas went
unfunded, and the state realized the necessity of
fulfilling their obligation to finish the building and
maintain the Capitol properly.

W
West and south Capitol steps not yet constructed, circa 1884

In 1900, the
Twenty-eighth
General Assembly passed an Act
creating a Capitol
Improvement
Commission
whose responsibilities were to
investigate repairs
and improvements for the
Capitol and report their findings to the Governor.
Jacob Weidenmann

William Lytle Carpenter
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The Capitol Commissioners, Peter Dey, who served
on the earlier Capitol Commission during construction; Charles Atherton Cumming, a prominent Des
Moines artist; and Henry Saville Josselyn, an Iowa
architect, met for the first time in Des Moines, on
January 4, 1901, and proceeded with their
“investigation as to the repairs and improvements
needed inside and outside of the capitol building
and the property of the state connected therewith.”
The Capitol Commissioners traveled to Chicago,
Indianapolis, and then to Washington D.C., where
they devoted “a good deal of time to the public
buildings.” The new congressional library was the inspiration for the decorative work and the artists that
would adorn the Iowa Capitol.

Peter Dey
Charles A. Cumming
Iowa artist

Their report covering the estimated cost of decorations, modern elevators, electric lighting, fire and burglar
alarms, roof repairs, repairs to the boiler house, and the construction of a fireproof warehouse totaled
$234,950.
In addition, there were many other repairs and updates suggested: re-gilding the dome, repairing outside
steps, repairs to furniture, tile floors, and updating heating and ventilation.
This commission, by submitting the report of their investigations, essentially completed its duties assigned by
the Legislature and so dissolved.
The Twenty-ninth General Assembly passed an Act in 1902 creating a commission to superintend the
completion and repairs to the Capitol. The Commissioners were to be appointed to a four year term.
The Commissioners, appointed in accordance with the provisions of Iowa Code Chapter 179, held their
first meeting July 1, 1902. A. B. Funk was elected President of the Commission and E.P. Schoentgen was
named as temporary Secretary. Charles Atherton Cumming was appointed to this commission also.
The Commission appointed J. R. Crawshaw to superintend the repairs and improvements. Mr. Crawshaw
served as master mechanic under the original Capitol Commission responsible for the Capitol construction 1871-1886. Crampton L. Linley was appointed the supervising engineer for the mechanical and electrical equipment. Frank D. Harsh began his engagement as the permanent
Secretary for the Commission on October 1, 1902.
The Commissioners realized the initial estimates were well below the actual cost
of many of the needed repairs. Replacing the roof would cost more because the
pitch of the roof required the use of copper. The
location of the warehouse changed resulting in additional $8,405 for the project.

E. P. Schoentgen
Architect

Many of the projects overlapped, and this required
work to take place simultaneously. The Commissioner’s reports state, “It was impractical to install
the heating, lighting and ventilating systems or elevators separately, for the reason that each is dependent
on the other. Furthermore, these contracts could
not be divided without much additional damage by
repeated breaches in the construction of the building. Openings that could be made available for the
Abraham B. Funk
Iowa Senator and journalist
several systems would have to be made for each if
put in separately.” The Commissioners moved forward with their work, relying on the Legislature to fund the project fully.
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The second and equally important part of the Commission’s work was to
oversee the decorative work in the public hallways. The Commission
relied on prominent artists to plan and execute the decoration of the
public areas. The Commission looked to Elmer Garnsey as an authority
in elements of color and design.

Elmer Garnsey designs

Elmer Garnsey
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Fredrick Dielman also influenced the Commission with his report suggesting what
types of decorations should be placed throughout the Capitol. Mr. Dielman at the
time was President of the National Academy of Design.

Fredrick Dielman

Mosaics

Mr. Dielman designed the six mosaic panels for the space above Westward. In his letter to the commissioners he
stated, “These six arched surfaces, by their form and position, make a natural center of interest to the observer on
the landing and in the rotunda, and as such should be made particularly beautiful and interesting. The suggestion
made by your commission, that these six spaces be filled by designs in mosaic, I find a very happy one.”
Mr. Dielman’ s letter continues commenting on the rotunda and dome. “The semi-circular spaces over the great
columns of the rotunda must be filled with pictorial subjects. On account of the distance from which these are seen
the composition of these subjects should be large and simple, with figures of over life or heroic size.” The Commission chose Keyon Cox to paint the eight lunettes occupying the semi-circular spaces.
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Edwin Blashfield

Before the mosaics were assembled and Westward was painted

Westward

The Commission decided the mural space, or what they referred to as the grand panel, should depict an Iowa scene rather than a Civil War battle. Edwin Blashfield created Westward, telling the story of the westward
movement of the pioneers. It is worth noting the report also states, “A crack in the east wall of the grand
staircase had for years baffled engineers and architects. Experiments were made in the endeavor to repair
the same, but it was finally held to be utterly unsafe to mount thereon the Blashfield painting. Hence, a suspended wall was made to cover the entire panel.”
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Before the Lunettes were painted

Kenyon Cox

Lunettes

It could not have been foreseen that
during the 1902 to 1906 Commission’s work a fire would damage the
north wing of the Capitol on January
4, 1904. Part of the Commission’s
responsibility was to install electric
lighting throughout the Capitol.
Original ventilation shafts were used
to channel the electric conduit. A
workman, in committee room 5 behind the House of Representatives,
using a candle to light his way, carelessly left his candle burning, and the
fire burned up into the attic and
swept across the ceiling of the House
chamber. The ceiling of the House of
Representatives collapsed to the floor
below. The structural damage was
confined to the ceiling of the House,
but smoke and water damage spread
to all the floors of the north wing of
the Capitol.

Capitol fire on January 4, 1904
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On March 10, 1906, the Capitol Commissioners wrote the following about
the fire: “Had adequate fire protection been provided, the loss would
have been inconsiderable, but from
the fact that water had to be carried a
distance of about 1,500 feet the nearest available hydrant, in hose winding
about the building to the point of
need, by friction, so reduced the pressure as to make the flow entirely inadequate to subdue the flames. The fire
burned itself out when no more combustible material was within its reach,
when the system of fire protection
now in the course of installation shall
be completed, it is believed that no
such calamity can occur in the Capitol.”
House of Representatives Chamber after the fire

Location of room number 5

Had the work of restoration been performed in the same manner as the original construction, the loss could not have
reached the sum of $100,000, but the Commission having been ordered by the Legislature to adopt fire proof methods
in reconstruction, the amount expended in repairs to the building and to furniture and fixtures is approximately
$120,000, the amount expended to date being $108,410.22.
An emergency appropriation of $8,000 was made by the General Assembly to cover the cost of temporary repairs necessary to the occupancy of the hall of the House during the session about to open. Of this sum, the amount of
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After investigation on the part of a joint legislative committee, and upon
estimates furnished by the Capitol Commission, the Legislature appropriated the sum of $126,000 for the restoration and repair of the property
destroyed or damaged by fire, and for the purpose of providing additional
fire protection for the building.”
The Thirtieth General Assembly made an additional appropriation of
$82,740. The contracts for restoration of the House of Representatives,
and the Speaker’s rooms and committee rooms damaged by the fire were
awarded to Grahl-Peterson Company of Des Moines and F. Herman &
Son of Council Bluffs.

Crampton L. Linley

The Commissioners also acknowledged, “the untimely and deplorable
death C. L. Linley our consulting engineer on mechanical equipment,
heating and ventilating, the day after the fire in the north wing, was a loss
to the world, and a serious embarrassment to the work of the Commission. Appointed by Governor Cummins to assume charge of the
wrecked house, in the absence of the Commission, he was on a tour of
inspection in the energetic discharge of his duties when he fell from the
attic to the House floor, meeting almost instant death. The Commission
feels that his heroic and thoughtful conduct at the time of the fire, by
crawling on his hands and knees in

dense smoke through an air duct in the attic, and closing a connecting door, had much to do with confining the fire to the
north wing of the Capitol.” Crampton Linley was born in Australia in 1870. He was 33 at the time of his death. It is interesting to note Mr. Linley’s pall bearers were Capitol Commissioners Funk, Cumming, and Schoentgen; Secretary Harsh,
contractors Catlin and Kurtz; and Thomas Rattenberg, whose name does not appear in Commission reports.

In addition to the fine art added to the building, the Commissioners decorated arches and alcoves with quotations
suggested by Governor Cummins.
FIRST FLOOR
North side as you enter from the east
“Law is the embodiment of the moral sentiment of the people” Blackstone
In the middle:
“Iowa – our eyes have been permitted to behold only the beginnings of her glory” – Kirkwood
On the south side
“Justice is the idea of God, the ideal of man” – Parker
On the north side entering from the west
“Education is a better safeguard of liberty than a standing army”
Edward Everett
Governor Albert Cummins

In the middle
“Iowa – The affections of her people like the rivers of her border flow on to an inseparable union.” Enoch Eastman
On the south side
“Nothing is politically right which is morally wrong.” Daniel O’Connell
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SECOND FLOOR
Above the grand staircase, facing west
South side:
No free government or the blessings of liberty can be preserved to any people but by a firm adherence to justice,
moderation, temperance, frugality and virtue and by a
frequent recurrence to fundamental principles.” Patrick
Henry
North side
“Courageous confidence in the intelligence of the community is the sure sign of leadership and success.” G. W. Curtis.
North side underneath
“The ideal state – that in which an injury done to the
least of its citizens is an injury done to all.” Solon
West corridor above law library door
“Where law ends tyranny begin.” William Pitt
Around rotunda on frieze above the columns
“This nation under God shall have a new birth of freedom, that government of the people, by the people, and for
the people, shall not perish from the earth.”
Abraham Lincoln
The Commission’s work went beyond original reports of needed repairs. The public restrooms were updated and
decorated. The wood and glass cases on the second floor that housed the Civil War Flag collection were removed
and the niches around the rotunda on the first floor were made suitable to display the battle flag collection. The
marble drinking fountains had fallen into disrepair and unsightly tin water coolers had been used in their stead. In
order to make the marble drinking fountains useable the Commissioners installed “new lead lined boxes and specially designed bronze goose neck faucets, through which
cool drinking water flows.”

First floor niches before the installation of the Civil War
Battle Flag collection
Original Civil War Battle Flag case just outside the
library door on the second floor rotunda
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Drinking fountain blueprints
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A summary of the Capitol Commission’s work helps us to understand what significant changes were made to the
building between 1902- 1907:
Built the new paper warehouse.
Installed electric elevators.
Altered and augmented the heating plant.
Removed the original slate roof and replaced it with copper.
Installed electricity and new electric fixtures.
Repaired 360 window frames.
Repaired granite steps and granite coping supporting the terraces.
Gilded the dome.
Repaired and patched some exterior sandstone.
Replaced white marble tile floors in the basement with terrazzo floors.
Upgraded ventilation.
Repaired furniture.
Added cement floors in the attic.
Replaced cement floors in the subbasement.
Replaced some gallery chairs.
Completed decorative painting in the public hallways and rooms behind the House and Senate chambers. Commission reports refer to this as mural decoration.
Added the art in the public areas: Westward, six lunettes, and mosaic panels. Commission reports refer to this as
pictorial decoration.
Completed all the repairs resulting from the 1904 fire.
Upgraded plumbing and plumbing fixtures.
Removed the center stained glass above the grand stairway to allow more light for the newly added artwork.
Covered the crack in the east wall behind Westward.
Repaired the marble drinking fountains.
Redesigned the first floor niches making them suitable for the Civil War Battle Flags.

The Capitol Commission submitted what should have been their final report on March 10, 1906. On October 18,
1907, the Commissioners sent a supplemental report to Governor Cummins. The Commission had been waiting on
Frederick Dielman to complete his mosaic panels.
The final paragraph reads: “At the date of the last report, it was the purpose of the Commission to complete its labors
before the first of July, 1906. This was not practicable for the reason that the art work of Frederick Dielman, though
contracted for in advance of all other pictorial work, was not ready for delivery. Since that date, the Commission has
existed, at expense merely nominal, to permit us to fulfill our obligation with Mr. Dielman and the State, in the acceptance and installation of the mosaic panels.”
Included was a letter thanking Governor Cummins for his “helpful cooperation.” The letter then tendered the resignations of Commissioners A. B. Funk, Chas. A. Cumming, and E. P. Schoentgen effective immediately, thus dissolving
the Commission.
The Twenty-ninth and Thirtieth General Assemblies appropriated $458,740 for the work of the Capitol Commission
bringing the cost of the Capitol to approximately $3,300,000.
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First floor corridor ceiling from the main entrance in 1885
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CHAPTER NINE
Newspaper Articles

Sunday, June 8, 1902

Completing Iowa’s Capitol
The members of the commission
charged with the duty of directing the
expenditure of about a quarter of a million dollars for completion of the Iowa
state capitol has been named by Governor Cummins. He has named Senator
A. B. Funk of Spirit Lake, Charles A.
Cumming of Des Moines, and Edward
P. Schoentgen of Council Bluffs. All
are comparatively young men; none of
them has had to do with the construction
of the building, all are plain, practical
men of affairs, who will fairly represent
Iowa people in this responsible undertaking.
No changes in architecture are suggested in relation to the Iowa capitol: it is
beyond criticism. The engineering and
building problems have been well
wrought out and there is nothing to be
undone and worked over. The repairs
necessary are incident only to the wear
of time. The manner in which the capitol is to be finished has been outlined
and the general principles of decoration
are well defined. The work of the commission is to do that which has been
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planned. There is wide discretion in
some matters and close limitations in
others: and perhaps there will arise
some knotty problems over which controversy will be easy, but on the whole
the work will be easy compared with the
work before the builders of the capitol.
This completion of Iowa’s capitol must
be a work of love for those who engage
in it. The legislature, by providing only
nominal compensation, had this in mind.
But if the work of completion and decoration of the great state house, which is
already the pride of Iowa, is in accordance with the expectations of the Iowa
people—and with this commission and
Governor Cummins there can be no
doubt of this—then there will be ample
compensation for the labors of the commissioners in the praise of uncounted
millions who will point to the Iowa capitol as the work of a great people, the
seat of government of a splendid state, a
monument to the home-loving people of
a representative midland commonwealth.

Thursday, October 27, 1904

CAPITOL WORK NOT AN ORDINARY JOB
SENATOR FUNK TESTIFIES IN

REQUIRES A MAN OF SKILL
CHAMBERLAIN SAYS ACTION IS

Funk Declares Artist Will Do Work
As Economically as Fine Decoration

The apparent incompetency of the
average unskilled decorator to
properly do the work of placing the
mural decorations in the state capitol was the main point of the evidence brought out by the defense
yesterday in the hearing of the suit
brought by W. J. Chamberlain
against the Iowa Capitol commission to prevent the New York artist, E. E. Garnsey, from attempting
to commence his contract in the
decorating of the state house.
Senator A. B. Funk of Spirit Lake,
chairman of the capitol commission, was the first of the witnesses
of the defense to be placed on the
stand. He told in narrative of the
preparations made by the members
of the commission for the decorating of the building and of the conclusions drawn by them that they
were exceptionally fortunatein being able to secure the services of
such a talented and skilled person
as Mr. Garnsey to do the work.

“We went on a tour of investigation
of several of the larger cities of the
east,” said Mr. Funk, “where we
were careful in the examination of
several of the largest buildings and
the ones considered the most remarkable because of their particularly great architectural and artistic
beauty. The congressional library at
Washington, which was pointed out
to us as perhaps the finest building
from that point of view on the continent, the court of appeals in New
York and the public library at Boston were three of the buildings visited. These we were informed were
decorated by Mr. Garnsey and from
the result of our observations we
were not certain that we would be
able to secure Mr. Garnsey’s services.

for the completion of his contract.
We have always regarded the work
as being above the skill required of
the ordinary painter, brick mason or
carpenter, and as going beyond the
skill of the ordinary artisan to the
completed finish of the artist who
has made art his life work.
“We found this in Mr. Garnsey and
had no thought but of the economical expenditure of the funds entrusted to us and the proper performance
of our commission.”
Mr. Funk also stated that he and Mr.
Cummings had visited the state capitol at St. Paul, where they viewed
the work performed by Mr. Garnsey
and there began the arrangements
for the signature of his contract.

Not Ordinary Work.

Attorney Henry Griffith, who is conducting the prosecution of the injunction suit, placed Mr. Chamberlain on the stand in the opening of
his evidence and showed that his
client had brought the suit in the behalf of the tax-payers of the state
because he wished the work at the
capitol done by competitive bids and
not by the letting of a single contract.

“Knowing that the work required at
thestate capitol was above that
which could be produced by an ordinary decorator, we had no other intention in mind than the securing of
a person who would render up his art

He stated that he had no extended
knowledge of mural decoration but
that he believed that the work was of
an ordinary decoration and needed
the services of a painter rather than
an artist.

“The work and knowledge of it was
beyond my practical knowledge but
the other members of the board, Mr.
Cummings and Mr. Schoentgen, artist and architect, were able to judge
of the capabilities of Mr. Garnsey
and their opinion was voiced in his
favor.
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Friday, January 8, 1904

FIX HOUSE HALL IN TWELVE DAYS
lieutenant governor was instructed to notify the governor and executive council of
the action that had been taken.

Legislature Will Convene To
Organize and Adjourn For
a Week.

Can Be Done in Two Weeks, Thinks Commission.

HOUSE IN SENATE HALL

The report of the improvement commission relative to repairing the house legislative hall in about two weeks’ time follows:

Supreme Court Room To Be
Occupied By Senate For Purpose
of Organization.
At a joint caucus of both houses of the Thirtieth general assembly held at Grant club last
night, the senate graciously voted upon the
motion of Senator C. C. Dowell of Des
Moines, to vacate its chamber to the house,
temporarily, and the capitol commission submitted the report which will be made to the
executive council, apropos of repairing the
house chamber for temporary use inside of
two or three weeks.
Lieutenant Governor Herriott presided over
the joint caucus and Representative C. A.
Wise of Black Hawk was made chairman of
the house section of the caucus in the absence
of G. W. Clarke.
About a hundred senators and representatives
were gathered in the assembly room of the
club and transacted business with wonderful
rapidity.
After the submission of the report of the capitol commission, which was read by Senator
A. B. Funk, Senator Dowell moved that it was
the sense of the caucus that the executive
council proceed at once to repair the house
chamber and committee rooms, and that the
caucus use what influence it might possess to
secure the necessary appropriation. The
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To the Executive Council of the State of
Iowa.
In pursuant of your request and instructions, the Capitol Commission submits the
following:
We were charged with the duty of clearing
the rubbish created by the fire in the north
wing of the capitol, of removing all elements of peril to workmen, and to ascertain
particularly as to whether or not the structural conditions are such as to make safe
the occupancy of the hall of the house of
representatives should temporary repairs
be made for this purpose.
Owing to the short time permitted for investigation, it has been impossible to give
scrutiny to every detail of the structural
iron work. We are prepared to say, however, that experts who have gone over the
construction assure us that nothing more
than minor defects exist—defects that may
be remedied within a few days and while
other repairs are being made.
The next point of most importance is the
time required to place the hall in condition
for occupancy by the house of representatives. It is difficult to make anything like
exact calculation as this point. There is a

.
good deal of work to do in the treatment of
the structural iron, a temporary ceiling is required, many new desks are to be supplied,
new windows are to be placed, and a great
deal of work, difficult to diagram in this connection, must be done. We have given a
good deal of consideration to the matter of a
temporary ceiling. It naturally occurred that
it should be made of boards, which would
require a large amount of expense and labor
in the matter of staging. The suggestion has
been made by a member of the general assembly that this temporary ceiling be of
heavy canvas. The more consideration we
have given to this suggestion, the more practicable it would appear. It can be layed in at
much less expense and in much less time
than if constructed of boards.
We have assumed that if it were thought best
to occupy this room during the session, no
attempt at adornment would be expected, and
that only the plainest kind of repairs to the
end of comfortable conditions, would be desired, that time and needless expense could
be avoided. In our judgment if a wooden
ceiling is put in, not less than three weeks
will be required to place the hall in condition
for use. If, however, the cloth ceiling is
adopted, we believe the work can be done
within a limit of from twelve to fifteen days.
It is impossible to make anything like close
calculation as to the cost of these repairs. It
is believed, however, that with board ceiling,
the cost would not exceed $5,000; and with
cloth ceiling, nor more than $3,500. Of
course we do not announce these figures as
being anything more than approximate, as
guess work necessarily entered largely into
the calculation.
We regret that, owing to the great haste in
the collection of information made necessary
by the early demand for this report, the general confusion prevailing, and the pressure
upon our time and thought on account of other duties, this report is not more definite

A. B. Funk,
C. A. Cumming,
F. E. Schoentgen.
Des Moines, Ia., January 7, 1904.
In explaining his report, Senator Funk laid
stress on one point which may yet alter
conditions as to the preliminary meetings of
the senate and house. The opinion of the
bridge experts, he said, was not definitely
made up as to the condition of the structural
work. Their report was made upon the supposition that this work was all right. If not,
then their conclusions will have to be
changed.
However, there is little likelihood that such
change will be necessary. The plan now is
to hold the preliminary meetings in the senate chamber and in the room of the supreme
court, as advised on the day of the fire by
Governor Cummins.
Workmen were busy yesterday in arranging
seats in the senate chamber and will go to
work at once to do the same thing in the
supreme court room. Here the officers will
be installed and the initial session of the
Thirtieth General assembly will be held.
Then an adjournment of a week, not an unusual thing, will be taken. After that, the
meetings will be held in the temporary
quarters until the house chamber shall have
been prepared in temporary form, and made
comfortable.
The inaugural plans have not been changed.
It will take place on Thursday, January 14,
as originally planned.
The procession will start from the state
house in the afternoon and march to Foster’s opera house. Here admission will be
only to members and their friends.
In the evening the governor’s reception will
be held in the executive chambers of the
state house, for which the Mitchellville or- 170-

state industrial school, will furnish the music.
For the procession, Adjutant General Byers
and Dr. Geo. A. Newman, the music committee, selected the Des Moines band. This musical organization will march in the procession
and a few pieces will furnish orchestral music
at the opera house.
CAPITOL ARCHITECT HERE.
Man Who Built the State House Will Look
Over Ruins.
M. E. Bell, supervising architect of the treasury department, the man who built the Iowa
state capitol, arrived in Des Moines last night.
Mr. Bell said he could not stay away when he
heard of the fire in the capitol and came here
as quickly as possible. He had not seen the
ruins, having but registered at the Savery
when seen by a representative of the Register
and Leader at 11 o’clock last night.
“Not having seen the building,” said Mr. Bell,
“I would not be in a position to form any estimate of the damage done. Of course, if it
were repaired, it would probably not be replaced in its original form. And besides, the
cost of material has changed a great deal since
the time the capitol was built.
“In the meantime, we have learned a great
deal about fire proof construction. We had a
very inadequate knowledge of fire proof construction in those days. We thought that if we
covered wood work over with plaster we had a
fire proof building, but sad experience has
demonstrated that plaster in not necessarily a
protection against fire.
“Neither is cinder cement, for in many cases I
have found that the cinders were made up
largely of coals, from which the combustible
qualities had not been removed. In fact, even
now it is the problem of architects to build a
fire proof building. “In this connection, I think
we ought to devote some attention to putting
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up more nearly fire proof school buildings.
A large proportion of the state’s money is
being expended in the building of schools.
Why not put up buildings that would be
practically free from the danger of fire?
Then we would have those buildings forever.”
Apropos of the change in the cost of building materials in the past few years, Mr. Bell
told of the cost involved in securing the iron
work for the Illinois state capitol, which was
built before the Iowa capitol was constructed.
“When we built the Illinois capitol,” he explained, “we bought a great part of the iron,
for steel could not be secured then, in Belgium, because we could get it cheaper. We
had it shipped to New Orleans, and then it
came up by Mississippi river transport to
Cairo, and then on up to Springfield. It cost
us a little over nine cents. When we built the
Iowa capitol we got it for about $.12 cents.
Now it can be obtained for three cents.”
Mr. Bell will visit the capitol today and will
inspect the damage that has been done.
“I remember all the nooks and crannies in
the building,” he explained, “the general
plan upon which it was built, etc., and I am
anxious to see how it withstood the test of
fire.”
Interest In Fire.
E. H. Harlan, ex-county attorney of Van Buren county, was in the city yesterday and
spoke of interest taken by the people of his
neighborhood in the capitol fire. “The old
soldiers were especially concerning regarding
the safety of the relics, and Dan Pettit, a member of the Third Iowa cavalry, when he read
of the total loss of the building was nearly
frantic because of the supposed loss of the
flag which he followed in the war.”

Friday, April 14, 1905

CONTRACT BEING CONSIDERED
Capitol Commission Investigating Bids
On Gilding State House Dome.
The capitol improvement commission was in session
yesterday considering the question of gilding the
dome of the state house.
No contract has been let and it is said that the bids
which have been received may be rejected by the
commission at this meeting, although the matter may
not be concluded at this session.
The estimate on this work was about $20,000. The
gilding of the domes is not in the Garnsey contract
for decoration of the building, that contract being
limited to the interior only.
The dome has not been regilded since the state house
was built. Pure leaf gold is used. A portion of the
great cost, however, is due to the special staging
which must be erected for the workmen who coat the
structure. The gold on the dome during the last ten
years has looked quite shabby and some years ago
the practice of washing it with soap and water, the
only known means of keeping it clean, was abandoned for it seemed to be non-effective.
RAPID WORK ON DECORATIONS
Plaster of Paris Work in Legislative Chamber Very
Beautiful.
The floors of the main corridors of the capitol have
been covered with matting which will protect the tiling as the work of decorating the walls and the ceilings progresses. The decorating artist, Mr. Garnsey,
was in conference with the capitol commission yesterday with respect to the work. It is moving along
as rapidly as either he or the commission had anticipated.

The work of putting up the plaster of paris decorations for the ceiling of the house of representatives
will be completed this week. This work is very
handsome and the contractors have received many
compliments from state officers and others who
have climbed the precarious stairways to the ceiling
to view it. It is obscured from those on the floor of
the chamber because of the staging on which the
work is being done. The house chamber will be infinitely more handsome than the senate chamber and
it is not unlikely that the senate next winter will ask
to have its covering reconstructed.
REQUIRE DIFFERENT MATERIAL
Capitol Commission to Enforce Contract On Scagliola Covering.
When the contractors for the scagliola covering for
the eight pillars in the house of representatives were
given the work by the capitol commission they
agreed to construct a scagliola in exact imitation of
Senna marble. A sample of this marble was examined by the contractors, and their bids were made on
it. The sample did not have the certificate of character that it was, in fact, Senna marble, but it was
said by those competent in such matters to be that
material.
When the scagliola manufactured by the company,
to be used on the pillars or columns, was examined
by the capitol commission yesterday it was found to
be veined and yellow, instead of a grayish tint, and
the contractors were directed to furnish material
identical with the sample used in the bidding.
The decorating artist had nothing to do with the
matter, and the capitol commission had full charge
of the business. The commission denounced the
sensational story of an anti-administration paper as a
fabrication.
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Tuesday, October 10, 1905

DECORATIONS WILL GREET LEGISLATORS
Its members believe that practically all of the
work will be completed by that time.

CAPITOL COMMISSION LEARNS
PROGRESS OF PAINTING.

The lights in the main corridor of the state house
were turned on yesterday and the effect was very
pleasing. The new chandeliers are merely immense globes covering a half dozen incandescent
lights, suspended from the ceiling by large chains
of bronze.

TURN ON LIGHTS YESTERDAY
EFFECT ON INTERIOR HIGHLY
PLEASING TO COMMISSION.
The Lunettes and Paintings Will Be
Ready for Their Placement by
January, it is Now Believed.

Blashfield, the artist, has notified the capitol improvement commission that he hopes to be able to
place the large painting which goes above the
landing of the main stairway of the capitol, by
Dec. 1. The commission received this information last week and is elated at the prospect.
The information has also reached the commission
that Kenyon Cox is rapidly completing the lunettes, and that in all probability he will be able to
place them by the middle of February or during
the session of the legislature.
Diehlman is at work on the mosaics, also, but
these cannot be placed before next summer.
The commission’s term of office expires July 1.
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Word was received yesterday at the state house
that Elmer E. Garnsey, the artist who had charge
of the decorations, is very ill at his home in New
York, and will make one attempt to secure relief
from a goiter from which he has suffered tortures
for years, by the absorption method, before going
on the operating table. The operation would be
attended by very grave danger. Mr. Garnsey is
but 43 years of age and commands his own prices.
He has turned away more than $100,000 worth of
work this fall.
The capitol commission has decided to decorate
the office of the supreme court clerk, the agricultural department and the railroad commission because of the injury done these apartments by the
water that trickled through the walls from the fire
of two years ago.

CHAPTER TEN
Iowa Code Chapters—Capitol Commission
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East face of the Iowa State Capitol
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$3.00

Code 64

