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 AGENDAS 
INFORMATION REGARDING SCHEDULED MEETINGS 

Administrative Rules Review Committee 
Chairperson: Senator Wally Horn  
Vice Chairperson: Representative Dawn Pettengill  
Location: Room 116, Statehouse 
Date & Time: Tuesday, June 10, 2014, 9:00 a.m. 
Contact Persons: Joe Royce, LSA Counsel, (515) 281-3084; Jack Ewing, LSA Counsel, (515) 281-6048. 
Agenda: Published in the Iowa Administrative Bulletin: 
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/IowaLaw/AdminCode/bulletinSupplementListing.aspx 
Internet Page:  https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/committee?endYear=2013&groupID=705 
 
Service Committee of the Legislative Council 
Chairperson: Representative Kraig Paulsen 
Vice Chairperson: Senator Michael Gronstal 
Location: Room 22, Statehouse 
Date & Time: Wednesday, June 25, 2014, 9:00 a.m. 
Legislative Services Agency Contacts: Glen Dickinson, Legislative Services Agency, (515) 281-3566; Richard Johnson, 
Legal Services, (515) 281-3566. 
Agenda: Consider and make recommendations concerning budget and personnel matters of the Legislative Services 
Agency and the Office of Ombudsman. 
Internet Page: https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/committee?groupID=662 
 
Studies Committee of the Legislative Council 
Chairperson: Representative Kraig Paulsen 
Vice Chairperson: Senator Amanda Ragan 
Location: Room 22, Statehouse 
Date & Time: Wednesday, June 25, 2014, 9:15 a.m. 
Legislative Services Agency Contacts: John Pollak, Legal Services, (515) 281-3818; Andrew Ward, Legal Services, 
(515) 725-2251. 
Agenda: Make recommendations for legislative interim studies. 
Internet Page: https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/committee?groupID=663 
 
Legislative Council 
Chairperson: Senator Michael Gronstal 
Vice Chairperson: Representative Kraig Paulsen 
Location: Room 22, Statehouse 
Date & Time: Wednesday, June 25, 2014, 9:30 a.m. 
Legislative Services Agency Contacts: Glen Dickinson, Legislative Services Agency, (515) 281-3566; Richard Johnson, 
Legal Services, (515) 281-3566. 
Agenda: Consider reports from Legislative Council committees. 
Internet Page: https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/committee?groupID=703 
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BRIEFINGS 
INFORMATION REGARDING RECENT ACTIVITIES 

ADMINISTRATIVE RULES REVIEW COMMITTEE 
May 13, 2014 

Chairperson: Senator Wally Horn  
Vice Chairperson: Representative Dawn Pettengill 

EMERGENCY RULEMAKING REQUESTS, Iowa Code §17A.4(3), (2013 Iowa Acts, ch 114 (HF 586)), provides that 
an agency can adopt a rule without notice only with specific statutory authority or with prior approval by the Administra-
tive Rules Review Committee (ARRC).  Under this procedure, the committee reviews requests by agencies to adopt 
rules filed emergency without notice at its monthly meeting or at special meetings if necessary.   

The committee gave preapproval for two emergency filings: 

 DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE, Property Assessment Appeal Board, 71.21(421,17A). 

 EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, Supplementary Weighting, ch 97. 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES, Online Training for Brain Injury (BI) Waiver Providers, 04/30/14 IAB, 
ARC 1442C, ADOPTED. 

Background.  This adopted rule revises current provisions requiring Medicaid home and community-based BI services 
waiver providers and each of their staff members involved in direct consumer service to have training regarding individ-
uals who have a brain injury.  This filing requires completion of a standardized training program.  It can be taken over 
the internet and is completed by an examination which is used only to determine what additional information the ser-
vice provider might need; there is no passing grade required.  Current provisions allowing for an on-the-job experience 
alternative are eliminated. 

The rule becomes effective July 1, 2014. 

Commentary.  Department representatives and stakeholders emphasized that training requirements are already in 
place, stating the new requirements ensure standardized training.  

Proponents of this change noted the need to update the current training program and the advantages of standardized 
training, available over the internet.  Proponents stated that all service providers for brain injury clients require training 
to ensure they can properly assist the client.  Opponents contended the new training is too detailed and demanding 
and will make it more difficult and expensive to attract care providers.  Opponents also noted that many providers do 
not use or have access to the internet. 

Some committee members questioned the need for this level of training for persons who provide basic housekeeping 
services and expressed concern that the requirement would make it more difficult to attract service providers.  Other 
members supported the new training requirements. 

Action.  No action taken, further review on June 10 is anticipated. 

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, Nutritional Content Standards, 04/30/14 IAB, ARC 1432C, ADOPTED. 

Background.  These provisions were first adopted in 2009.  That rule consists of a chart detailing school dietary 
standards, which include limitations on sodium, calories, fats and trans fat, sugar, and sports drinks.  The standards for 
food and beverages in the federal rules are the minimum standards that local school districts are required to meet.  

Commentary.  This filing updates the existing provisions and retains the chart format.  State agencies or local school 
districts may establish their own standards for non-program foods sold to children, as long as such standards are con-
sistent with the federal standards. 

Action. No action taken. 

STATE PUBLIC DEFENDER, Claims for Services, 04/30/13 IAB, ARC 1437C, NOTICE. 

Background.  This proposal adds significant detail to existing rules for indigent defense contracts, and provides a 
number of safeguards to prevent improper billing.  The noticed rules set a maximum number of aggregate hours that 
an attorney can bill in a day, require detailed itemized time and expense reimbursement records, establish additional 
documentation requirements for claims of attorneys whose contracts were canceled for improper billing practices, and 
clarify the prohibition on other improper practices.  

The proposal clearly states that claims shall only be paid for services and expenses incurred within the scope of the 
court appointment, and only after the service is rendered; other fees or expenses claimed will be denied.  All billed time 
must be the actual time worked providing services to the client; estimated billing is prohibited.  Billable time is limited to 
12 hours a day, except for a trial or hearing, where the maximum is 16 hours.  
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(Administrative Rules Review Committee continued from Page 3) 

Under the existing rules, claims that are “not reasonable or not appropriate” will be denied.  Under the proposal, such 
claims will be “reduced by the state public defender to an amount which is not excessive.”  

Non-billable services include: clerical work, including photocopying; work performed to withdraw from a case; general 
overhead; and preparation document or petitions related to the attorney fee claim.  Travel time and mileage costs di-
rectly related to representing the client are an allowable expense. 

Commentary.  The State Public Defender explained that these amendments were pursued after various improper bill-
ing practices were discovered, which led to nine indigent defense contracts being cancelled. 

Committee members asked what will happen to attorneys whose contracts were cancelled.  The State Public Defender 
explained that his office has the discretion to contract with them again, but noted one is facing criminal charges.  Com-
mittee members asked if time spent complying with the billing process is an allowable expense; it is not.  Committee 
members urged the State Public Defender to continue to pursue improvements and efficiencies in the billing process.  
He explained that his office is working on a standardized online claims submission system to streamline the process. 

Action.  No action taken. 

Next Meeting.  The next committee meeting will be held in Statehouse Room 116, on Tuesday, June 10, 2014, be-
ginning at 9:00 a.m.  

Secretary ex officio:  Stephanie Hoff, Administrative Code Editor, (515) 281-3355. 

LSA Staff:  Joe Royce, LSA Counsel, (515) 281-3084; Jack Ewing, LSA Counsel, (515) 281-6048.  

Internet Page: https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/committee?groupID=705 

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/committee?groupID=705�
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