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Name of Representa;:.ive cf};~ .,;JI;_t;~, Senator ____ _ 

4P·>-.-,.,.-U ,L .. ,.· .. f ''' (;.,,'f , ,< .· 

2. Harria9e (s) date place 

3. Si9nificant events for examplt: 
/) / / I , ~· .-./ / 'Jil - ) j' " A.. Bus i ne s L..A,.t.- !n -:?_ y , '/. ~·P fN' /'r ,,,,, ,..,-.v . ,-.i I... --~#,...! • 
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. f"1 d'~ ;71rrl~-! ! I · ~A . ·" /--·/ A-1! 'l'l_. r !-" I fir .. :¥ .-/l.,/,. ;..:' ,,..,{ .. ~ .. 
' / 

B. Civic responsibilities ______________________________ __ 

6. Public Offices 

A.. Local __________________________________________________ __ 

B. State ___________________________________________________ __ 

C. National _________________________________________________ _ 

7. Death 

9. Names of parents _____________________________________________ _ 
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lO.E ducation ____ _ 

- ------------·---- -- - - ------- - ----

11. Degrees _________ ___ _ _ __ 

12. Other applicable information _________ ~~=~· ~-~~\· ~l _;·~· ~~t-_ 
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·v-~~ ·:- a.r-v e-v w-....--e.---- ..... - - . 
0 of.~rrors for 'the" Dubuquers, while who haYO passed from our. mit!Bt is Hon. ~~lD!~~~~r:~mho~~ ;;.· 
Darienports ,':played admira1ily. .A WiiU-am M:ills~whoso-.~cath o-oourred--.-at &bout daylight; tnat- he \V: 
tge will agai~ .occur in .the nine 80 it ~11:80. o'clock yes~er4u.y fuorni~g . after a be would "make it hot 
id..· the pitcher having. been ,rc,quest-· 16ng and J>.zu. 'nful illness . . :For sonic yoa111 tn~rning," &c. On then 

· · M Mill h 1 d d f arrest be fled from Parke1 
>hand in his res{O'natibn. The Dav- r~ . s . as been an inva i an or ~rrested at Ackley. :It is 
)r, lok their d:feat · with a smile, ma~y ~onths his death has boon antici- ~vidence~ wu given .· tot 
tletenitined ~win tlae next if.poss1· pated. He would be prostrated . with and that that body refuse. 

' Furth~r _cbmment . on the game. i! d_ isease s .. o .low that his .raniily and atte. nd~ tlictment against him~ Wh· 
. · ,-.. h lild tb ilk h fi } h rearrested 4nd pl:wcd Ub( 

'ce.s:sa!P·:. ·..: '·: . ~ ··: ·; ·. . : ·. . mg p ys:clan WOU: . ' 
1 t e . na ?ur ~ime set for a prelimJnru 

· \ DAVENPORT ·NOTES. . had amved and al~ hope of rcturnmg J>efor,c Esq.· Do~ney · at p 
lphtc#, ~bile ~iking, was knockied str~ngth would t5ce.m to . disappear. ~ut ~rd~y." · . · . . . . 
tl,.bY a/wild · ball ~of ~be pitcher. '. ·. a naturally Ytgorous constitution f · . . 1"1 Doa'' Waat TJ 
1e Dubuque delegation had a plca.'J- and · wonderful vi~l · energy would 1is wliat alady~of Boston 
time. The hours were spent in ·vjs-. prevail ~.:nd : fa~ily · an<l fricn~s jband when he ~brought he 
:the Gov~rnment buil~ings ' nt Rock would look . hopefully forward. · to a [cine !to cure her of si~k 
1
d: : . f J.: · •· 

1
. . · · i speedy and ·perhaps pennancntrecovery. · , 1 · ~* if 

1 fneurn g1a, ·which nad m 
lC b'o-vs. all came .homo. in ·a Pull- It, however, became apparent· .some !ble for fourteen years. ·. 
sleeper. siQging. laughing; talking months ago tba.t tho. end WM not far dis- itack thereafter it was I 

sleeptng and having .a . good time ~nt; the decease~ himsol~ expressing this jher with s~ch good resul 
:rally. ·... . · . · · · . beliefand.his pcJrect willingness to lay i tinu~d U.s use u~til cure( 

· ·. · · "' · .. · · d · · · · 'so enthusiastic m ita tcDs.v:enpor,~ ball&'rpund.s a~o ?x~el~~ own the.burdenjo.f life and .onwr into lducetl twenty-two' of[h 
"but .no~ arranged as, convemently ~he l~nd of . pe~. and rest . eternal. lin her circle to ado t it 

:10 ;Oubn,qne··-g,:-ound.S. . . ' . · ! ~hrough all:_ hi$ severe and. al~ost con· :ra.mily medicino. ~'hat , 
16 game should haVe stOOdl4 to o . . "t stant sufferings, Mx:. Mills maintained a : B1ttertJ.. . · .· . . 
1 the;Dubuqaers &nd ba.se ball boys christian pa.tienQe and fortitude that . -are. Hotel Arrh 

ped- at the BurtiS Ho.nse and·· :were only born of~ perfc'bt faith in and a res-
It; !d iti . _. exoeUent ·~~tylc. Clerk ignation to ~hb ·o~nipotent will or "the w. w~ ,;,.~~!~ 
els a:Prinoe ·or a fellow. . . • F.at.lter, '!fho. doeth all things: well, and ltate1J 12.00 to ~.6 
.·. . ~ qllt:ES ELSEWURRE. . ;: : .. when tlie final summons came . it found o. :F. \Vood, N~ Fo: 

liFFALO,._M&T 16.-Troy 1, ·Bufi'al~ 0 . . him reldj and willi.Og to follow tho roes~ C. Rirordan, G . . Lutze, ' 'J 
~EVELA.ND, . May ~ ·16. -Syra.~use . 9, aenger :.into tbe .. M.ttlJt~r's , pres•lnce and Ba!dwin, Dr. H. B. Hunt 
·eland .o .... The . Clovelanda\. bemg . • - ~ · · · . . · . ' . Cluca~o· G. B. Brown, ( 
pled_falled to . appear- ~nd the ~-· recelL~lec re~ard of a well spent lJfe. : Wilcox, Yankton~ : .. D.- V 
~ded the game agamst theJD ¥- .Mr. .. . · .. :· has been .. known · for . manv., burn; \V.: W . .Elliott, Cit 

bng to the niles,:.:;;;.:f·: .. - ·· · . · :c; · years in•. the legal d.nd. political circles of: de nee BMe llall Club :' 
~uKCILBLu~~I2wa, Mayl6.-Rock-~, Iowa~ ha~ing attained an. enviable dis- i ~- \~right, T . . York, 
!J U,. Council .Bluff~ 4. . . ~ . . 1 • • . · : ~tart, \V. L. Hague, J. ~ 

tinct10~.at the bar . nnd{·. occ~pwd J fllRDY f Brown, M. H. :McGca~ 
TURN ON ·TIIE~LIGH'l'. ?fficial positions of responsibility · and j ·ollgdcn, Philadelphia; .· 

. • . . . . . . . 4 . . . honor . . He wag a man of sch'dlarly at-! · linois; ?: Calla~an, Ne 
. -n:~eJi· 'anuac aad : ~ol~c ou tile tainme.uts at?duprig]ltness of character,! .~egan, Chnton; G. \V. i5 

· · · h "· d d , · . r C. ll. ·Dav, Manchester; 
. '· .. Pn~lle . Tboroudltue.. . . war:n- eartc . ..a.~. . generous m natnro! 1Rapids citvj E. H. Patrie 
the.:r~~ndc~tJ of upper Blnfr and LO.: genJal ·and soetp.l In' temperament, he had!. Rock Island; \V. And· 

. streetS will;keep . their eyes .peeled ·ho~estly. earned .the .· high position· b~ ~amcsto'!n; J .. H .. Kfn 
notice the nightly .proooeding8' up· in held durlng t~e· many years .of his . rc'3i~ 1 8~clt()r, St. Lomsi G. D. 
· · • •t ·. · · · ·1 · ·] · D b befi "'_,,_ bl db d.· 1 :B. A. Mahony, Galena;] 

: . _VlClJ11}.:,' , paz:t~u ar ! .. near ,14th m.; . u ~que. orcuusa c : Y.o JB.cas~,in; :ton; J. Hartnett, Waterl 
et, tficy ~tll begin 1f th~ .about an- som~, volittc.aland ·profesSlOn~~ hfe. · · I ton, Sut~crland;._J. Garb 
<1r .j l~tnP. · .somew!fre · thereabouts. . Wrl9A-tn Mllltr ,vas born in l!'Cla,l!d .and J:· Do)Vl~, J. S . . Baum 
:re is one at th? corner ~f . Uth, and at.t~e tittle .of bl., de~* wns 65 ;ye.ars o~ ~YL:~kle · N. De~'t(~ 
t1' ( . . ~but ~nth ~the · dense . tollage, . age .... H:~ came to t~1s c?unlry wtth hif E. E. Anfst~~e~~troJ 
l the ~pd~en ~nd m the .street. a short · p~ent.B .wh~n a child. llv1pg a few yea.rt ·Illinbl•· '"'· 'l're~bOr an· 
.anoo a.bOYe. cu~iug oft' any reflection in, Toronto,' going .. next, whilo vert IJ. E. Huston, c .. B. Con 
en th8:. uPf>et ·tamps, the · blpck . on young, 1:0 Washington, Penn., wlicre b' A. q. Prar.r• New York 
1tr street is''almost . in totai darkness rdmilined .~ntil his removal to o·ubuqu~ ~i%t::.d · w•fe, Ackleji C 

l d'Of4s .;: :!very nide t;rysting ~ ,place. in Nov~m~r, 1~. llehvas at one~ ,~, \ .. · · L~Rtlimn liG 
A• _,. A• - - --· · ,. - s ·• • -----t.--.d ,.d n 1,........,._..,.._,. n.f' al-.lltt.,. n. ..... 1 l. • J1 Tl1' .... .-. • .,. _ _. ..,:_ n ---
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tat. ncm1ty, panH.mtarJy . near l4lll m :.uuuuquu 1.1Clocu ucmu1cu uy uJ:scl~~u,m. ton; J. Unrtnett, Wate; 
rect, tiicy wUl begin 1f think about an- social, political and professional life. i ton, Sutherland; J. Gar 
h~r .lamp somewbfre thereabouts./ W.illl.&.m Mills wa.s born in Ireland and J. Doyvl~, J. S. Dam 
here is one at the corner of 14th ~ and at.the time of his death wns '65 ?·ear; of ~~)L:~kley. fJ;u_~ne:;~ 
lu~ streetf but ~Jth.-the dense foliage, age. He came to this country with· hi~ :E._E. Armstrong, Detr 
1d •he sudden bend in the street a short parents when a child. living a fow year~ lllinol•; ,V. 'frembor n 
. .i Je a.boye, ,cutting otr any reflcctio~ in. Toronto, going nex.t, while vert D. H. Huston, C. B. C( 

th . , . , - h . bl k t W l i r..t f> '1 I t A. 0. Frarv' New . y OJ ~m e upper lllomps, t o oe . on young, o . a.'J 1 n~ .. on, m1ll., w _wre l mer :md·w·ifc, Ackley; 
luff street is ·aimost in total darkn.esa i-dmaincd untiH1ia removal to Duuuou , •. 

y 1 vlrcus. 
ld atror~ a; Ivery nide trysting I place in November, 1855. He WtlS at one~ . . L~lUMIRR ) 
'r flirtatious people and others whose r~cognized, as a lawyer of ability and ~ . .. WK •. DJ.R!UJU>, Pro 

fections ca)lnot oo ,restrained even upon gcnUeman of. high Bocial culture, ~nd ~ · -~ Rates 12-00 to f2 
I G. }". \Vilson, Rockfl 

1e public thoroughfares, where the e.,·cs such he took a prominent J>lacc in the 
,J • 

1 
Ma.mmouthj S. A~ Tht 

: the proprieties arc pretty . sure~ take community · ahd . iilaintl\lned . it unt 0. Murphy;~ Ottumwa; 
tem in. ev_eri. .though- undor c&fer of declining'heaith forced him to the !. r 

1 
A. w-olcott, La.Crosl 

t.rkncss . or : 'accommodating blinds. pose and retirement of private life. lib ch6ste_r; H. L. Tho~ 
~t Saturday rught was warm .; houses was for years of his early residenc~ . . -~~~~-;;;-
O<>d· open, without light8,1bow,n•cr, to 1 here .connected in tho practice· of la* By ~tsing the Perfect 
oo .the gcnUe pinching bug and other with the late F. E. Bissell. Mr. 0. C. ' 'Yell.B, RiCluird!lon & C< 
leasing auxilia.ries ofl a su~mer night.. ~iras .later ,becoming a. member df a. co~pt'cte uniformity 
bdy . in the ~vicinity . named, sat in the firm. Mr. Mills WM . elected to tl~~ of the butter is prescn 

)r gateway admiring the starry .' skie!r Lcgishitnte in 1869, and made a. most ef- 11hailo, easily mai~tail 
1d wat.·~g for ... so .. mething to · turn up, ficient and useful Represent.atiTe of th~ 'prc}>ar:\tion known f< 

· · 1 .• • · daw ·eling t~&t. she had '·a pretty _sure thing ·House .. during . ~be years ,·t8G!>-.70, dt ____ .....,_ 
~ that somethi~g·--hefore . the eTening ing much. in that period _to adv-anqe . · ......: .' Fe•t\Ye D< 

:w~a.:~_· · Sure eti~ugh, ·down 'the dark ~he interests ~four ?ity an~ State . . In 187:2, ~he Cedar Rapids G 
-~ept : underthefnen~ly trees, sauntered the . death : of · Mrs. !thUs oceun·c<L the do~itol"l.i and their<' 
~ ,Jle,··· wlio s~<1'ped near~y ;Opposite . . 'l,'hi~:~reav,e~ent felL .. heavily upon .M}.f citj. says :, . 

1e gate. ·.· Then.1fu vo_lley of Fourth ··of Mfll.S,- and a ,disc·a.'3e to .which he was pr~1 · Tho a,..,semqlod dih!p 
ul_ yJife . ..cTackers h&d been lot loose upon di.sp··. osed,wt\8. · . at that t. imc more serious~} "~ and a 'few inYited . gri 

t were entertained in a · 1e · duskJ · . air, . · the ,:~ commot\on · could develop_ed; and made· s~re arid insidio s Mrs. Dr. Hickox, ThUl 
ardlyb~ve· been: greater. The'1isteniQg , advruicJIJ until its victim succumbed, add her residence ·on Ada 
uly· w.~:'sfaaled and then disgusted, as ~became; , ·. ~at confirmed · and · help-: . fifty "men and woruen 

. ~c. a .. m··. c .~ .. v.i~e-~~- ~~.~.t, ,th. e s~c. c~si?n of. ·I e.· ss. :.in.'v·a.lid.. Dur~ng his ye.ars ·of he~- ;:r~;,v~~:s~ro~~n;.~~~:i 
oncttS~ions was the~usult of a little kis- lcssncss and. suffenng, he has . made s occupation. . . They 8 
ing_ma.tch between two ·amo~otis lovers, hom~ for the greater portion of · hiR tin c most fully the saying t 
rho·_. ~ept~ ;up the ganie at ·a.. vigorous :with, ~ ; his··; · daugl!tur, , Mrs. ~Qyr· s than physic,"'-. at any 
ate . ~or. _-; "at· . least ·. a·i quarter E . . ~etherington, :. who, by./ uevotJd i?~ef~~c':i~:l~: ~~~r, 
(an h_our wheri sUence··a:t - las~ _fell upon_ c~rc ";-.. and j' urniecessnry • watchfulne~s, net band, which· disc 
lie scene once more, and the c~oing pat~ has · admin[stercd' to. his wnnts · add between ch"ats . . · Afi.or 
ren~~helr)vay .. up )4~h : ~tteetl As··thely ~oothed t~~ !~oary hours of ·pain; .· DJr. - of splids. and fluid cxtr 
·ll.ssed nnder tho lamp-Hght t~e lady was tp,g tbe past year he has , made his hotitc boVIne, etA).,. a fe'Y tot 

tU~ .. r~.~hJr, .. s~rp~se.~ \vh~~ ,, ~h~ ~~s.co~~ :'\V~th, his s·o~, ;.JJh~. ~~L. ;Mills, , E~q. ·, .• arl.d. ~~ t~~so~::c1:~~~~~~~ 
_l'~i~-'!~o .:. t;ho,:.' . :U~l~:.;·~~v:~s ; w~re ... :. ~he hereho.has i.rect>"vca· al~ t~e 1ovibg ca Rev.?:.fr. -Nutting,. Pr 
e.v.~ :· ll;S th~ n!l~:es'.·. ~~U;~ .~~~it'; ~t~bll,~atton a~d ; ·11noe~mg ,~tt~nt10.n ~t'bat [ fnmi , Prof. Hoyne, Mrs. D 
; ;no~-- nc~~:Y . to:p.Oin~ what·.~.e ~a~~ .. frt~Jl~~-'. ·. ~~~.:.: physi~mna c.?'~ld .f bosto ·., ~g~~:;~n~r;J~ubute~, 
e.i~ J.~,}h.i~ ::~D:n~c~~.o.~ : !h~y, . :~t·,:.~rtY: T}Ic~o~ :h~-rey~, _w~re · po~crle,~ .Ion . r b1o hour the p~ge adj< 
ther SPO?~l~_s ~ iD::. d,nc~,; _trlo~or. droves_, to w;ar~ o~.:t~t( _npp~o~o_lung sbiulm~ . t imotislv. voted :~at . t} 
'M· .. ·' . ri~~ ... ~. ~~-,;w .. ' M ..... ;.<ll? atW. k .. ~ss .... a~~ .. h. CUi·· .· <.leat. h·.·. l. ~n. · d_-ycs. oo .. t. d~y .... .t._l!O. ft:an ~nure . y .;ery cn]ovablo c .. v· .~n. inl. 
-~ ->.bUl ;_ ~h~ ~~'J~~~~ : ,t~~Y . ~a~o.In~d~ _'Volli~~}~f~ .)t,~d , ;:~·- go :· .·. long·: . chn~g to · \ : · .... : ·• · , • · . . . 
he~lv~ :;~ <L ev.er,ybody elso -seasick •. ~arth ; .; 'YM ': s~:v:~ro~ '· aud: tho ~pirit . of . · ·.. .; , ·.,,,i; • : . y .&.··CJ-1• 
,uf;~~jr~;«!~;;p~r.:;'~&ins~ ·.t~elr}t&king w.Uliam Mills W)ng~d its flight t6 tho b t- , · Suppose that · .. \lpon ) 
,t¥f ~f~t~;~rp~~#!~~~'~4?fi;;~u:~:)~r<>~ · .t~r ~~~~~, :ot)fhioh ·bf~ncn sp.9~0 ns 0 ~:each ncwinv.cn.tion~; 
:~~~~';f~J.1~.i.de•r.~~c:: P:Ublid;:_, higHways · ha.'.'~~f--_of~;~1}~dJ'bn( _:resf !'ad , ~aco, to.. m:vbntions should ~rde 

• ,... ·· _.J • .... .-.- . ... ~ .. ~ : •' -~, - "' 1 - ~ :... .. ..,_ • . ~ - •• • f .· . . . .. , . .....-· -·• . .:. : ~- -' · , ...... )t . . ·t ·-- .... - ~-"!.··· ,::.·!~.-.. .• · .... J ~ -r . , . rn"_~.,., •1~~ 1 ... -;lt ..... - . " '· 
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Recollections and Sketches , 'S 85 

of Notable Lawyers and 

Public Men of Early Iowa 

Belonging to the First and Second 
Generations, with Anecdotes and 
Incidents Illustrative of the Times 

By 

EDWARD H. STILES 

For many years a member of the Iowa Bar; member of its House 
of Representatives, 1863-1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re
porter of its Supreme Court, 1867-1875; author of Complete Digest 
,fits Decisions from the earliest Territorial period to the 56th Iowa 
'leports. 

"In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be 
eprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory 

and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated 
before the mind, compensate, and inore than compensate, for the alternate 
pleasures and cares of active life." - SIR ARCHIBALD ALLISON. 

"Personal anecdotes , when characteristic , greatly enliven the pages of 
a biography."- SAMUEL SMILES. 

DES MOINES 
THE HOMESTEAD PUBLISH I NG C O , 

191 6 
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( 

RIWOLLECTJONS AND SKETCHES 

Graham, D . D., was for fourteen years a Missionary of the Presbyterian Church in 
South Africa, and at this writing, a minister of that church in California; William 
Graham, ] r., is a shoe merchant of St. Louis; Henry L., a real estate dealer of 
South Dakota, and Helen, the wife of G. G . Davis, of the same State. 

Mr. Graham, in his eighty-fifth year, made a tour of California and the Pacific 
Coast, appearing on several public occasions. At this writing he is still living and 

in active practice in his eighty-sixth year-the acknowledged nestor of the Iowa 
Bar. He is probably the most remarkable man of his age now living in the State. 

William Mills was one of the leading lawyers of northeastern Iowa. He was 
born in County Antrim, Ireland, in 1808, and died in Dubuque, Iowa, in 1879. 
At the age of eleven years, he was brought to America by his parents who settled 
at Toronto, Canada. When he was sixteen years old he became a clerk in a store 
at Washington, Pennsylvania, and after reaching manhood engaged in mercantile 
business on his own account, and also to some extent in boat building, but becoming 
dissatisfied with his occupation, sold his interest and began the study of law. He 
was admitted to the Bar of that State, and was for some years a successful prac
titiOner. In 1855 he removed to Dubuque, and on November 29th of that year, 
was admitted to the Bar of Iowa. He soon formed a partnership wi th Frederick E. 
Bissell, afterward Attorney-General of Iowa, and the next year 0. P. Shiras, after
wards judge of the Federal District Court, became a partner of the firm of Bissell, 
Mills & Shiras, which obtained a large and lucrative practice. On the dissolution 
of that firm he entered into partnership with his son, William Wirt Mills, who died 
in 1867. In the fall of that year Mr. Mills and William Graham formed a part
nership which continued until 1871, under the firm name of Mills & Graham. The 
!' arne year, I 8 71, his son, Charles M. Mills, having bee~ admitted to the bar, the 
firm of Mills & Son was formed, which continued until the death of the father in 
1879. 

William Mills was active in the council s of the Democratic party, and being a 
ready and effective speaker, stumped the State for Buchanan, in 1856, and for 
Douglas in 1860. He was a War Democrat during the contest for the Union, 
and a member of the Second Democratic State Convention in 1861 , and a candidate 
on the Union ticket that year. In 1869 he was elected to the Legislature as a 
Democrat, and did effective and valuable service as a representative. In I 868 he 
was a candidate for Congress against the late United States Senator, William B. 
Allison, and ran largely ahead of his ticket. 

In the early seventies he was stricken with a lingering and painful disease which 
necessitated his withdrawal from active practice, and which finally terminated his 
life at the age of seventy-one years. 

The following proceedings were held in the District Court of Dubuque County, 

on May 19, 1879. 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

840 RECOLLECTIONS AND SKETCHES 

On motion of Judge Austin Adams, the following Resolutions of the Bar were, 
by the Court, ordered to be spread upon the records: 

Resolved, That in the death of our Brother Mills we have lost one who was an 
example in professional honor, courtesy and faithfulness to every obligation im
posed by the calling to which he was so sincerely devoted. That the purity of his 
private and professional life, his unswerving integrity and gentlemanly conduct 
were so marked as to endear him to every member of the Bar. That as a further 
mark of our respect for the deceased, a copy of these resolutions be presented 
to his friends, and that we attend his funeral in a body. 

Fred O'Donnell, 
0 . P. Shiras, 
H. B. Fouke, 
George Crane, 
M. M. Trumbull, 

Committee. 

I became acquainted with Mr. Mills, as I did the most of the other Dubuque 
lawyers of that time, during my eight years of attendance-from 1867 to I 875-
on the semi-annual sessions of the Supreme Court of Dubuque, as the Reporter of 
its decisions, and I think he fully deserved this beautiful tribute. 

]ames Burt was born at Schenectady, New York, in February, 1810, and 
spent his youth there. He was educated at Union College, under the famous Dr. 
Eliphalet Nott, and graduated in the class of 1827 with high honors, having for his 
classmates many who attained distinction, such as Preston King, William W. Camp
bell and Rufus W. Peckham, who were Judges of the Supreme Court and Court of 
Appeals, the latter being father of the late Judge Peckham, of the United States 
Supreme Court, Chief Justice Hubbell, of Wisconsin, President Wood, of Bowdoin 
College, and others. 

After graduation he studied law and was admitted to the Bar of the Supreme 
Court of his native State, and settled at F ranklinsville, Cattaraugus County, in west
ern New York, about I 832, where he became popular and influential. He repre
sented that County in the Legislature and was for several years District Attorney, 
and proved an able and successful prosecutor. 

In his early life Judge Burt was a Democrat of the School of Van Buren and 
Silas Wright, but afterward affiliated with the Republican party. 

In the year I 848 he removed to Dubuque, which was his home for the remainder 
of his life. His first appearance in the Supreme Court is noted in Second Greene, 
at the June term, I 850, when he appeared as a partner of the late Governor Hemp
stead; and at other times he was associated with the late Judges Barker and Wilson, 
~nd with T. W. Angel and others. With the exception of serving one term as 
Alderman of the City, he held no official position in Iowa until I 862, when he was 
elected District Judge, and was re-elected in I 870. He served one term as Mayor 
of Dubuque after retiring from the bench, and occasionally appeared in the District . 
and Supreme Court, but lived a very quiet and peaceful life till the end came in 
August, I 886, when, full of years and honors, he fell asleep. 
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