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DI1lEC'roltY OF DES M01NES COUNTY: 

YELLOW SPRINCS TOWNSHIP. 

A LL1S0i\', JO H N, fa r. , S . 28; P . O. 
. Medi"polis. 

Archer, K G., far., S. 3~; P. O. Me­
diapolis. 

Armour, It. IL, mercllant, LintOn. 
Antrobus, 13., p11ysieian and surgeon, Kos-

8l1th. 
·BAllB. JO H N, ra!". , S. 30; P. O. 

K O:>SUlh. 
l.!.Ii1ey, J. 1L, flU'., S. 3:!, 1'. O. Koss\ltll. 
Baird, Juhn, ftH., S. 4 ; P. O. L inton. 
Baird, J \V. , rar., S. 10; P. O. Linton. 
lbird, S. C., !:,r., S. 1G; 1'. O. i\l edi:lpt)lis. 
BaLT. Snilluel, li, r ., S. I!); P. O. KOHsuth. 
Bandy, E lijah, jilr., Sec. 31 ; P . O. 1(00' . 

suth. 
Bishop, J oseph, far., S. 34; P. O. Me· 

diOlp"lis. 
IH. A CI{ . .J. H ., far., S. 1; P . O. 

Nortl,ficld. 
Uillir, E. Ie, f"I'., Seo.: . 20; P. O. l\os· 

suth . 
llL,\.lIt , U. 'V., far., Sec. 20; P . O. 

Kossuth. 
"1. A III. TJrOU A S ANI) 

UAVID l'~ VANS, were Western 
pi'llleers and curly s(:ttler~ of l owa; 
their father, William }lbir, a native of 
EaSl01"u Penn~ylv:l.tlia , ettt.<:red the arllJy' 
of the Revoluli"n a t the ,,)::.e of lli; 
"[."lIt til,' ..I ~,~t\ "I' du' \\"ar , 110.: lIIarrie'] 
:lml retuon:d to what is now lluurbun 
Co., Ky .. wlwrc most of his children 
\V~re burn; ill lhe c\Vlling yen of the 
bsl centu ry, he brou~ht his I:uu ily 10 
Ohio, ~cttling; n(!af Chillicothe; there 
'J'h"llla~ (lIld D~vid ::;rew to manllOod 
and began life for tlu::msd\"es, and there 
'l' 1l(mms married Marl!;arct J ub, and 
lJ;\\'id, her si~tcr Sarnh, emiPirants from 
V ir:;inill, aud natives 01' Bait illlorc, 11 11.1. ; 
ill I t-\1!), the two families f (!U"loved to 
Hush Co., Ind.; thence, in 18:H, to what. 
is 1I0lV Cass Co. , I ll., all ~ from there, 
three years later, to the Wo.)st side or t.lle 
1IIillois H iver, n~ar Rushville; i1\ 18,H- , 
thcy made claims i ll thc "Nulv I'ur­
ch:,sc," and, ill 18;{;'i, T homas Bl~ir 
lUUI'o.:d his r'\l ll ily Ol'o.:r, folloll'ed by !Jis 
br"Lho.)r ill 18:~li; here tile}' fe;,re ,l t.hcir 
1:,,";li,", i' ll l! i\";llo~,l t Il<~ir r:lrll ' ~, an,] Ii-'" ,l 
'I'lipt. an· I !I'erll l Ii"" ... 1:"'1;,,":' )'e"r~: tu I 
t h~m i." ~r,':tlly du<' dIU eh. 'o.:kr thcir 

ncighborhood has always borne f IJI' at· 
tention to education:11 illterc.'$ts, guod 
morals, :lIld hearty suppor l to relig-iduS 
inst itutions; in a nel9 country, likeg-ral' ­
itate>; tow~l'd like, and lI.roulJd tI,,~U\ 
gat1lcred men of like reeliub'll, like char­
(Ieter, 'lIld like pnrpos,~s . Duth were 
llh:lltbers and offiee·bearcrs in tho.) Pres­
byterian Chureh~s here from the) bc;.!in­
ni!lp:, ,Hid active in all chul'\'h work; 
both Iv<,re, U!lder the loe«} !\,;.:ul;lt;on9 of 
early setdelllellt, arbitl'Uto r.~ of c1:1iIllS 
fo r Loui~a CmUlty, of whid! thi~ tOWll­
shiV 'waS then a purt.. T homas Blair 
lYas ;l. Heprcsclltative ill the ti!'S~ Wis­
consin Lc~ii1at llre, and also in the lirst 
Iowa 'J'enitorial Le~i~bture; Dal'id 

. Jll:.ir "as a member 01" Ihc 1 0\\'(\ T~rri­
torial L"fi,laLllre in 184:.1, ilml in the' 
firSl St~tc~ L(!r:i~bture. But t h ey now 
rc;!t frOll1 their labors; their fathe r did 
in I S.!(), lI;.!cd 80, IInJ is prub;,J.,ly the 
only ~oldier of the Hel'olution buried in 
the coullty; Dav id Blair diell in l RH, 
at die IIge of 8~, and 'l 'h'mlns Dlail' in 
18i 5, at the a::;e or 8li; his wife), iI!" r ­
ga,:et, two years later, a~cd 8!.l; Mrs. 
Harah Blair, nOlI' in he r 88t1. yc;\r, still 
lives ut her fi]'~~ [ ')WiI. hOttle i th..:ir chil­
dren have ;.!ener:llly pushed /:,rthcr 
w<,~t., ,Oldy Mrs. LYllia lI;lItkin, dau;::h­
tel' 01''1'. Ulair, aUll M. W. Uiilir, son of 
D. K 1J1air, now rcmaining: i the latter 
wa~ !JOl'lI nc;\r R ushvi!!e, 111., but 11:l.~ 
spent his lire in I owa; ul,u:le r Lincoln's 
ndministl".lItion he \Va~ A8sistant As.~cs.~o r 
of I nlcrnal Hcvenue fnr his county, hut 
has cl'er \'ce1l a farmer anu knows no.1 
hit-:hH calli ng than the cultivatiun of hi3 
anCC$t)";11 a"rl·S. 

Br:lden, J. C., I" f .• S. 1 i P. O. Northfield. 
Braden, J. It, filr., S. 1 ; P . O. North-

field. . 
Rrackley, I?, far.,S. 3~ j P . O. Medi;lpnlis. 
B"idll'c1I , K, far., S. 23 ; P . O. i' lctliapuli,;. 
Brid~es, .I"lm, merehllnt, Ko~sulh. 
Briol~es, Virt ~o.:nt, far., S. 2,\; P. O. Me· 

di:;polis. 
nrid ~c."i, Silas, far., S. 2';; P. O. Medi· 

aJl"lis. 
U U O \\':\' . :\ . ( '. , ,kal.'r in ~'\' II ,'ral 

11I,·r,:I,al" li .",', ~1,!,\ial",li~; 1'''1"'' ill Cler· 
III'UH. e"., ; )I>i", ill l .'n~, e:llJlo.) I" 1,,11':\ 

, 
• , 
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I 224 DES MOINES COUNTY. 

still with their parents. Mr. and Mrs. Crowder are Here Thomas anr! Dn. ... irl grew up anti mllrrieri: 
botb members of the Presbytel'illn Church. Wbile TtJom9.S to Mnrgaret J ob. anrl pavici to her sister 
in IndiAns, Mr. Crowder he1(\ the office of Justice Sar!l.h, emigl'snl.9 from Virginia, hut natives of Balti . 
of the Peace fo r eigilt yens, during which time he more, Mel. 
performed sixty-five mSlTiage ceremonies. AlwAJS In 1 ~1!J the two fsmilies remover! to neltT Con-
an anti-slavery man. flt tbe organization of the nersville, Ind.; tiumce. in 1M2 1, ' to wllat is now 
RepubliC'!l.ri p!l rty be at once enlisted in il.5 ranks, Coss County, 111.; anrltbree years Inter crossed the 
anrl uas ulways been firm in its support. A! a busi- I ll inois River into Pike County. Tbomas WAS ap. 
ness mlln and n good citize.n, he is justly beld in pointe!] Il Commissioner for the orgAnization of the 
higll f'steem. new ('oullty of .schuyler, "nn,] WruJ Chairman of the 

/1
' 1 .l~ ORR IS WILLIAM BLAI R, a wt'lI·known 

resident of Yellow Spring Township, Des 
Moines Count,Y. IYHS hol'll in a log cnbi n in 
tbe .Illinois 1I1i1itary District, now in 

Sch uyler County, and is the son of Dllvirl E. Rnd 
&rHh Blair. He was but a child when bis parents 
cfl.me to Iowa, as rletaiJed helow. His entire life 
!ii nce then hns licen passcrl on the farm where he 
now lives, engaged in tbe cultivation of his fntht"r's 
homestead, bougllt I\t the first public land·sa.le in 
I owa, He is a mnn or more than ordinary culture 
IInti ability, a close reader and vigorous tbillkel', 
whosc studies have be(,lI supplemen~d bye:stt"nrlerl 
intercom·se ''''ith hi3 feIlOl\·.men. lie hal:! beld sev. 
eral township offices. and, on tbe orgllniz:\tion of 
tbe department, was appoinwd unrler President 
Lincoln's administration liS Assessor of Interna l 
Revellue, holding the office until 1865, wut"n he reo 
signed. Mr. Blai r stands higb in tue estimation of 
tbe community in wbich his life bas bee n p:lssed, 

Thomas Blair and Dllvid E. Blair were western 
pioneers and early settlers in 101'119 . Thei r father, 
William Blair, born neliT LHncastel", Pa., ('nlisten in 
tbe Continental Army, in May, 1778; a nd served 
three years, At the close o f the war he marl'ied 
Catherine I<:van~, ann settled on the Juniata Rive!., 
Rnd later moved by pack. horse, hefOl'e wagon roads 
were made over the mountains, to Westmoreland 
County. From thence, by fb,t·boat, ahout 1785, ue 
emigrated to Kentucky, stopping near where the 
town of Paris now stands. Here most of lI is famil y 
were born. From Kentucky, in 1799, again by 
packing, he remoyetl to Ohio, near Chillicothe, 

tir:;t Bolll'd of County Commissioners of thatcvunty. 
David l'IIas the first County Assessor, nnd also 
County Treasurer. and pun:hnserl for the county 
t he land on which Ruahville, the county 3eat. is 
located. In 1824 they went to Atlas, a round trip 
of nendy 150 milt'S, by canoe nud on font, to yote 
Ilgainst a Convention to amelld the Constitlltion or 
tbe -Stnte. legalizing sh..very in Illinois. In 183 4 
tbey marle clai ms west of the Mississippi River. and 
in 1835 Thomu moved over, and his brother in 
1836, The~ settled on what Wfl,S known as Round 
Prairie, 1101'1' in Yellow :;pring Townsbip, Des 
Moines County, Thomas on the place 1101'11 owned 
by Daniel Mntson, and Uavid on tI,e farm now 
ow ned and occupied hy bis son, M. 'W. Here tht"y 
reared their families, cultivated their fat·ms, lIud 
lived quiet und use ful Iive3 fOl' forty years. In a 
new country like gnthen to like. lind around tbem 
stlttle!i men of like feelings, like character and like 
purpose. .so to them much i~ due fol' tlie good 
nalll!:' thei r neighborhood has always home tor pure 
morals, RU,ention to erlilcational intercsts, and bearty 
support of religious institutions, Both were IDem_ 
be l'S and office· bearers in the Pl'esbyterian Chtll':!h 
from the beginning. and active in all cuurcb work. 
Thomas Blair reprcscnterl Des Moines County in 
tbe First Wisconsin TerritoriA.J Legislatu l'e and in the 
First Iowa Tenltorlal Legislature. David E. Blair 
was 11 Representative rroro the county in 184 1, sort 
ngain in 1842, and also in tbe .First State Legislatu re 
in 1846, But they now rest from the ir labOI'S. 
T heir (",ther diert in I !S40, aged Poighty, and is 
probably the only soldier of the Revolution buried 
in tbe county, DRvid Blair riled in l!S74, at the 
age of eighty.two; Thomas in 1875, aged eighty­
six; his wife, Margaret, two yeRrs later, agert 
eighty.nine; anrl Sarah, wife of Dllvid, in 188:.!, at 
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tbe !\ge of Il inety.one. T heir descendants, in the 
pioneering spirit, h3ve gener,Uy pUllhed farther 
west, none l'emaining in De! Moines COllnt)' but 

Mrs. Lydia Rllnkin. daughter of Tho mas Bluir, ann 
M. W. Blair, son of David E. Blair. 

2
L ON. JAMES nRUC~, deceased, of Yellow 

) ) Spring T ownship. was a time· honored citi­
~ zen of Dl1's Muines Cou nty. and wn! num­

,,",, bered Ilwong the pionee rs of 1837. Ue was 
born in Frederick C0110Ly. Va .. March 19, I tl 14 , 
and comes of good old Revol11tionm'y stock. H is 
pate rnal graml fat her, Gcorge Br11ce. was a native 
of Vi rj.!inia. but of :::icotch d escent, wh ile his fnther , 
James Bruce. was also a nfltl\'e of the Old Domi n­
ion, horn Allri! 20. 1762 . Notwithstanrling the 
family wcre strict members of the Society of Friends, 
and therefore opposed to war and the shedding of 
bloort, J ames Bruce enlisted as 11 teamster, rluring 
the IMter yf'lIrs of the RevolutIOnary War, and was 
subsequently m:lcle Wagonmllster. He was induced 
to enlist hy Lawre nce Washington, a nepbew of tile 
General. Th e maternal gl'lmclfatller of OUI' su bject, 
Morris Joll, was a native of Maryland. anrl in the 
r!\nk o f Capt:tin served his country faithfully in the 
Wal' ror Inc lependence, Hed ied in B ... lLi more early 
in the "I'esen t century. 

After thl' u:pi ration o f his term of service, James 
Bruce wedd ed Anna J ob, a Dative of Baltimore. 
!'tI d., born Nov. 20.1780. They reared a fa mily 
of five eh ilrlre n: Lydia ma rried Adam ~m ith, of 
Highland County, Ohio, anrl now resides in Uenry 
County, 10" /1,; James the suhject o f this sketch ; 
Jane L . mal'l' ied Shl.!rman Tl'rry, and both a re now 
rlecensed ; Lawrence W. diee! in Ohio, March 10, 
11:S"~; ~arnh J. mllrri ed J ohn An derson o f tuis 
cou nty. In Itll6 the' family moved to lI ighlaod 
County, Ohio, and ~euh:cI at Monroe, wuere .James 
Bruce, :::ir. , engagerl in the hotel business, io .. hicb 
lie remained until his (leath, which occul'1'ed Feb . 
:lB. 18;;!6, aged si xty-three yell'S and eleven months 
He was a h~&rljng mlln in b i ~ scction o f ~be coun try: 
and in whatevcr businl'ss he engagecl wlIsever milked 
among the rOI·e lDost. 

A bout one year a1tH his denth, the mothl'l·. with 

her fami ly. moved to Fayette Cou nt.v, Ohio. and 
purchased a fal·m. wllich she carried on with the 
help of ' be r chilrlren. She died many,rears ago, 
leaving behind Lile precions me mory of one who 
did wbnt she could, and wbo reared a family of 
honorable men and women. :::ihe was of the o lcl 
Quakel' stock, rlescenderl f rom Richard Rand. who 
came with \Villiam Penn to America. 

The "ubject of this sketch remained at home, as­
sisting in t.lle fa l'm work. until Ife WIIS s ixteen years 
of IIge, when he went to Cli nton County. O hio, re­
maining four yeal·s. during wh ich time be learned 
the trarle of a t ·,nne r and currier. and after ward 
hecll.me associated with his old employer ft!I pa rtner. 
In the spri ng of 1837 he left Ohio to seek a more 
fa vornbl e location , and ca rne d irectly to l owll., which 
was tben a p!lrt o f Wiscunsin '1'l'l"ritory, and lt)Caterl 
a claim 011 section 17 o f wl1a~ is now Yellow ~fJring 
Township. This land he commenct'ri at o nce to 
cultivate. mak ing the im provements requi red by 
1:1.101'. In Lhe winter following he went to Burling. 
Lon. was e ngaged by Sullivan Ross, and wbite in h is 
employ tanned the first leathe r iu what i9 now the 
State o f 10w3.. For the nex t few years he was 
engagE'd on his clai m a nd 110ing odd jobs r Ul· others 
as be fou nd op portuni ty, 

Pl'ior to lbis time Mr. Bruce bad lived a baC'll_ 
elor's life, hu t realizing that·, it was not good for 
mall to he alone," on tue 2Btb of Mal'cll, 1839, he 
was uni ted in m ll. l'riage with M iss Mary H. Rankin, 
a native of Franklin Cou nty, P a" and daughter of 
l)al'id a nd Frances (Huston) Rankin. ] mmediately 
after t heir marriuge. he took hiS ,roung bride to his 
pionel'r claim. and in t be rude log cabi n erected by 
his own han ds, fOI' fifteen years they lived bappily 
together, and the re several o f their child ren were 
horn. ] n 1854 a more commodious residence was 
erecteO. in which the family Jived until 1871, wben 
they movcd to Mediapolis, where Mr. Bruce ever_ 
after Ih'ed a relired life. A~ tbat t ime t he home 
farm consisted of 210 acres of flnc land, which had 
been h ro ugbl under an ex cellent state o f cultiva. 

tiol1, 
Their clJildren, alJ horn upon the old bomcstead, 

were as fotlo"" s: Francis A. di ed at the lI.ge of six 
yentS; Martha is the wife (.If \V, H. Cartwright, one 
of the leading citize ns of YI'IIt)w Spring Township. 
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DAVID EVANS BLAIR 
Male 

Event(s): 
Birth: 
Christening: 
Death: 09 OCT 1874 
Burial: 

Parents: 
Father: 
Mother: 

WILLIAM BLAIR 
CATHERINE EVANS 

Marriages: 
Spouse: SARAH JOB 
Marriage: 09 SEP 1819 ,fayette?owa 
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