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(c . 
(8) 

Standard Porm Por Members of the Legislature 

Senator ________ _ 

1 . Birthday and place 8 Sept. 1816 (NY or NJ) --census . NY . obit- NJ 

2 . Marriage (s) date place 
(1) Sarah Davis (b. Ohio 18- ;dla 2 Dec 1865) . 13 De c . 1838) 
(2) Matilda T. Bain 14 Dec. 1873 

3 . Significant e v ents for example : 

A . Busines8 ____ ~f~a~rm~e~r~.~b~aun~k~exr __________________________________ __ 

B . Civic responsibilities ______________________________________ _ 

C. Profession __________________________________________________ _ 

.. . Church membership (wife l is t ed as Christian . on census) 

5 . Se8sions served 2 GA 1848 ; house--Ma r ion . Polk . Jasper , Dallas 

6. Publ ic Offic •• 

A. Local Co commissioner , Jasper Co , 1846 , 1848 ; aptd co judge but r esgd ; 
held various township offices 

B . Stat. 

C. National 

7 . Death 21 Ma ch 1889 ' Knoxville /J., ,,,u..L J;td ft.,.;; IJ~)1 , .. 
(1) Ellis (Ind. 16 No . v 1839 - ) ; (2) Wfll1am .18 3 -

oJ" '" 
) ; 

8 . Children 3 John M. I a c .1844 - ). (4) Nanc J. (c . 1846 - ) ; (5) Alfred 
1850 - ) *(6) Mary E. (c . 1854 - ) ; (7) Hareiett A. (c. 1858 - befor e 189 
Sar ah E. 

9 . Na mes of parents Ananias Giffor d, bNJ .dlnd .; Phoebe A. Wardle, b .NJ 
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10 . Bduca t ion-cl1b:o"e"' • .Jl,.-"."'e-nh" • ., . .. 1 ... ------________________ _ 

11. Degrees ____________________________________________________ _ 

12 . Other applicable information OsH oays by.1I. }Ii, RIg 1! parents to NY at 
age 2, c 1818. Family then moved to Indiana. He lived with parents t here until c. 1837. 
After marri",g~ J lived onm small £eylrt ift R1:Hth ca, Ia6. , \iRtil HI4J . 'Ibe moved t o Des Moines 
Co, Ia; and later same year to Mahaska Co, where he had claim of 320 acres , which he traded 
for 320 acre c laim ncar present da, lienl"se Ie, Jasper Ga . He had 20 cent .. , when he settled 
land there. Increased his holdings to over 700 ac r es . 

In 1846. one of ftr"t 3 ce eeffim1"S, Jaoper Ceo 
Appt one of commrs to locate county seat of Dallas Co . 
Ran for state Senate , tlft8tleeessftllo 
Held various township offices . 
Late r moved to ferm fleat! Otley , aREi tRaa ~9 KRg~PJ;;I.lb in 1871 Remarried 1873· 

Involved with various business interes ts in Knoxville; dir of Marion Co . Nat. Bank. 
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Sources Log For Legislation Entries 

Applicability 

Source Kon Applicable Applicable Information obtained 

Stork/C11usau. legislators 
Knoxville Journal . Wed 27 MaEch 1889 
POEr & Big iQcord IasperMarsha11Grllody Co 
Hist Marion Co 1881 
Hist JasPQ~ Co 1878 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

1860 census Jasper Co x 
(lsit1ng for 1 cb) 

x 
x 

sessions served 
death/obit 

(1894) - bio in entry for son 
hio 
var ious listings; twp assessor 
listing 

1870 cem, u& x 
WPA grave Records Marion Co 
Marion Co ma~~iaSQ& 1873 
Jasper Co cems x (not in index. ei ther Manly or son) 
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Manly Gifford and 2"" wife Matilda Tate Bain 
Married in 1873 
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818 PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 

now resides. The place comprises two hundred 
and te n acres, upon whicb general farming and 
stock.ra ising arc con!lucted. Mr. Osgood owns 
twenty-ftve head ot cattle, about one bundred head 
ot hOg! nnd seventeen Normnn hol'~~ . which be 
will sell to horse buyers. The succe~ which bu 
crowned his c.urtions is jusUy merited, and is the 
reward of his patient perseverance. While he has 
been successful as a rul~, he has nevertheless h3d 
bis sbare of misfortunes, and in the failure of ~be 
B. F. Allen Bank n.t Des Moines he lost 1800. 

In Jasper County, Iowa, December 30, 1870, 
Mr. Osgood married Miss Amanda Martin, who was 
born in Dane County, Wis., February 2, 185t. 
She is the youngest of tb t'ee child ren comprising 
tbe family of Henry M. and Margaret A. (Bab­
cock) hh.rt.in, the form~r having been born and 
reared in Vermont, whence be removed to Wiscon· 
sin in an early day; he now makes his llOme in 
Minnesota. Mrs. Martin died when her daughter 
Amanda \Vas sm all. Mr. and Mrs. Osgood are the 
parents of six cbildren, namely: Stella A., Dells 
M., Ora A., John H., EVil P. and Vida C. 

rn politics Mr. Osgood is s Democrat, and is a 
firm adherent of temperancc principles. He bas 
served as Rond Supervisor, and in other positions 
of trust and honor. His record ill that of an hon. 
orable, upright man, whose high personal charaoter 
has made him an inftuence {or good in this county. 
So closely has he identified himself with the town. 
ship of Wnahlngton, that in acquiring wealth he 
has furthered ita material prosperity and enhanced 
its progress. 

• : • 

l[ LLlS Gln'QRD. It i. '0\ .eo"'''Y (0' • 
F!l visitor to the r ural di~tricts to understand 
~ agriculture in ord~r that he may know 

which are tile good farmers of the section. The 
sight of the tumbled down fences, weedy fence 
cornen, machinery exposed to the wind and 
weather. and inadequate sbelter for stock and 
crops i3 sufficient to stamp the proprietor of a 
farm as one lacking in enterprise and judgment. 

Well built farm structu res, neat fences and fields 
wb'ere useful grain bas the upper hnnd of the 
weeds are equally conclusive proof of the skill 
and energy of him under whose management t h is 
state of thi ng! obtains. 

The subject o f tbis notice is numbered among 
tile enterprising farmers of Fairview Township, 
J!\.Sper County. He was born in Rush County, 
Ind. , November 16,1839. He is 3 son of t.he Hon. 
Manly and Sarah (Davis) Gif!'6 rd, botlJ. natives of 
the Sllme place 9S their son. The former wns born 
September 8, 18lS,and died March 21, 1889. The 
pntern31 grandfather, Annnias, wasa native ot New 
Jersey, and located in Indifl.na in an early day on 
n farm. His wile wns in her maic1en days PhC2be 
A. Wardle, also a native of New Jersey. Slle diec1 
in 1839. Of their union nine children were born: 
Freelove, John, James, Solomon 'V., Sar!l.h, Noah, 
Mary, Manly, and Clark, wllo c1il!d in infancy. 
The mother died when fift.y years old, and tbe 
father when eighty-one years of age. He was a 
DemocraL politically. 

The father of our subjcct made his home with 
his parents uom twenty.three yeal'S of age, nt­
tendiogschool in the winter mouths, and assisting 
in the farm work in the summers. He was mar· 
ried December 18, ISa8, to Sarah Davis. a daugh. 
ter of William and Nancy (Zumalt) Davis. They 
became the parenta of ·eight cbildren, viz.: Ellis, 
William a , John M., Nancy J., Alfred, Mary E., 
Harriet A. (deceased) nnd Sarah E. Mrs. Gifford 
was n member of tilc Christian Ch urch, and passed 
from thl.:! life in her fort.y. fl.fth year. 

Manly Gifford soon after his marriage rented a 
small farm in Rush Count.y, lnd.,and remained on 
it until 1843, when he located in Des Moines Coun· 
ty, this state. TlIe tall of t.he Sllme year be moved 
to Mahaska County and took up a claim of t.hree 
hundred and twenty acres, and afterward t.raded 
this with Jobn Vance for one near Monroe,lown. 
He immediately located on his new pla{.'C, wilich 
was alm(l6t a wildel'ness, there being but two 
cnbins between Oskaloosa and Monroe, nnd tbe 
former town WIIS thirty miles distant. Tbe post­
office was located there, and it took twent'y.flve 
cents to get a letter. 

The estate consisted of three hundred and twenty 
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RES IDENCE Of WALTER J . V I NALL, SEC .1 7., RICHLAND T f, J ASP E R CO ., I A . 

RES ID[NCEO f ELLIS GiffO RD, S EC . I~. ,rAIR VI EW T p" JASPER CO., IA. 
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acres, as did the original one, a nd he had but. 
twenty cents wben he laoded thereon. He set 
about its improvement. in good earnest, soon be· 
comiug the owner o f 5e\'en hundred acres of 
vnlunblc land. He was one (If the tlrst County 
Comm issioners of JaspeL' County, having been 
elected in 1846, Rod in 1848, with L. W. Babbitt, 
he was elected to represent Marion, Jasper and 
P olk Counties in the State vgislature. He was 
afterward elected County Junge. but resigned, 
and later was II.ppointed by the Governor onc of 
tbe Commissioners to locate the county scat of 
DaJl:a.s County, lown. Mr. Gilford also ran for 
State Senator on the Democratic ticket, but was 
defeated by the opposi ng party. He was the 
recipient of vadous townshi p offices, all of wb ich 
be beld with satisfaction to the people and with 
cred it to him:relf. Some time later he locat.ed on a 
small farm near Otley, I owa, and finally made hiS 

home in Knoxville, Marion County, until his 
death , wh ich occurred when seventy.two years of 
age. Each of his children, as they sl.&rted out 
for themselves in life, received from llim a gift of 
*1,000, and at bis death he wa'S worth over *30,000. 

At the age of t wenty-six years our subject lert 
the parental roof and made a home for bimself. 
Previous to this time and af ter he was twenty­
one, he clerkrd in a store for several Vo·inters. He 
was mnrried to Emily J ., a da ughter o f John and 
Mary ( Horton) Woody, both natives of Indiana. 
Four ellild ren came to bless their union, all of 
wllom are living. S. Paulina, the wi fe of Rob­
ert Fleenor, lives in this township and is the 
mother of two children, Goldie M. an d Charles 
E. M. Estelln, wlio is the wife of Tliomas E . Liv_ 
ingston, lives near OUf su bject'a e!tate; they were 
the parents of o~.e child , who died in infancy. 
The two sons are George M. and Manly. :Mrs. 
Gifford, wuen but three years old, came to I owa 
with ber parents from Lawrence County, In d., 
wbere she waS born, and in tuis state gained her 
education. 

Soon after his marriage,ouf s ubjcct. purchased 
a one-balf iuterest in one hundred and thirty_ 
nine acres o f Innd in Marion County, but in the 
spr ing of 1867 he sold out and located on a like 
number of acres in this township, on which be 

yet mnkes his llome. He was compelled to go in 
deht 81,600 on tllis place, and consequently (or 
n ine years lived in a small shanty. But hy tlle 
untiring efforts of both himself and wife he was 
soon able lo purchase more land, making his estal.c 
number t hree hundred and sixty-seven acres of 
finely impl'oved land. On this may be seen sub· 
stllntis.! buildings and a comforlAble residcD(,'C, 
whi ch is grnciously presided over by Mrs. Gifford . 
One of tlle handsome features of the plnce is a 
large o rchard, consisting mainly of apple trees, 
which in 1891 yielded him over eighteen hundred 
bushels of fine apples. It is considered the finest 
o rchard in the township. Til e place is now worked 
by his sons,George M. and Mnnly, under his saga­
cious management , and he is thus tak ing life easy. 
Mr. G ifford of whom we write is in his political 
attlliations a st rong Democrat, and is a reliable 
Citizen, an intelligent man, an d one whose Iifc 
wins resl>Cct from those about him. 

jfl 
LEXANDF.R H. BUCHANAN, M. D., is 

~ U prominent among the physicians of Jasper 
Coun ty, and IS tbe owner of valuable 

_ property in Independence Township,where 
he resides. His rath~r, George Buchanan , was a 
native of }'enns},ivania, Bnd at the age of nine­
teeD was graduated from the Jefferson (Pa.) Col­
lege. Proceeding to the sUDny south, be a rrived 
in Alabama with fi fty cents in his pocket, but with 
an abundance of hopefulness, energy and deter­
mination. In that state he secured a posi tion as 
tutor in a promi nent southern family, and spent 
the following sixteen years in Alabamn engaged 
in teaching. He married. Miss Elizabeth Bragg, 
a native of France and a relative of t he famous 
Captain Bragg. Sbe d ied when onr subject was 
quite young. 

Many years before tl.le opening of the Ci vil 
War, tlle Bllcbanan fa mily left Alabo.ma, and, pr()­
ceeding to Ohio, settled upon a farm in Alibland 
C~unty, wbere t he senior Mr. Buchanan engaged 
in farming nod stock-raiSin g. While still living 
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