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GEORGE GROVER WRIGHT

Chief Justice of Towa, 1855-1850: 1864-1865.
Judge of the Supreme Court of Iowa, 1855-1865;
United States Senator, 1871-1877.

From a portrait in oil by George H. Yewell, in the
Historieal, Memorial and Art Department of lowa.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowgii
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DRATH OF JUDGE WRIGHT.

Towp's Veteran Lawyer and Statesman
Passes to the Rereafter,

[Towa Capital.]

Although not unexpected, vet
with unwelcome suddenness, came
this morning the moment which
was to witness the departure from
carthly activities and scenes of
George G. Wright, for two genera-
tions one of the leading men of
fowa. The Judge had been some-
what of an invalid for some time;
yet, possessed as he was, of woun-
derfully great vitality, fatal results
were repeatedly warded off.  But.
yesterday alternoon, January 10,
1595, a severe stroke prostrated
him: yet he rallied, and seemed so
much better that
thought

members of his

family the danger had

s, George, feeling that Lis fathor

was out of dunger for the present,

again passed: =0 much =0 that his:

cnartes Baldwin, who lives in Keo-
sauqua,

The folluwing is the tribute to
Judge Wright by Hon, Josiah B.
Grinnell, in his “Public Men of
Forty Years"

“Ior a period of a generation in
the circles of farmers, at the bar, at

: educational and political gather-
% ings. he has found a welcome. For

epigrammatic taste, exuberance of
wit, strong Saxon, apt comparison,
close logie, while devoid of limpid
flueney, he is in just repute. Few
have had like rare opportunities, as
a ploneer counselor, a judge, a
chief justice, wearing the unspotted
ermine long years until called to
the United States senate, to take
rank with a deceased brother, states-
man and diplomat, Joseph Wright.
As senatorial candidate, he had but
to intimate and troops of friends
made his cause their care.”

In addition to the foregoing full
obituary from the Capital, the Re-
rosLicay can add but little of this
great and good man whom the
prople of Van Buren county knew
solong and loved so well. This

left at midnight for his own home.
Later, however, the sufferer bearn
to sink, and at the
passed away.

This event takes
munity one whose continuedd  pres-

hour oi 3:30
{rom Our com-
ence we all could wish  might have

been prelonged for yvet many vears.

Genial, kindly, extremely  compan-

tonzable, Judge Wright had come to
be looked upon as almost every-
body's friead.  And widely will
he be missed,

George Grover Wright was born
at Bloominglon, Ind., March 24,
1820, He was the son of
Wright and his wife Rachel (Sea-
man).  Theancestral Wrights came

PadarTeriplial aha Ripte Levisftors Gallectog,gompigd o

John

- ————

wis his home.  He loved 1o come
back to Keosauqua and abways
spoke of it as the dearest spot tg
bim on earth. At almost every

vicsit  he dwelt on the beaut}f

ol its location and the grandeur of

the surrounding scenery-—which he

toften expressed as the finest in the

state. And the people of the county,
as well as his old home town, he
Ioved fo meet every Old Settler's
Day. and always came to this re-
union until last year when he was
too feeble to make the trip.

The funeral was held at his home
in Des Moines, Tuesday, Jan. 13,
Rev. Dr. Bowley of Danville, who
was a resident of Keosauqua when
y Jaluriteers 3hdstaff et ¢ Staté Historical Secidty qfipys
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§ | democrat was elected {in 1853). the

bouy s triend.  And  widely will!
he be missed.

Gieorge Grover Wright was born
at Bloomington, Ind., March 2.,
15820, He was the sen of John
Wright and his wife Rachel (Sea-
man), Theancestral Wrights came
originally from Wales to America;
the Seamans from England. The
deceased  graduated at the state
university in Bloomington in 1839
and was admitted to the bar in
13140, having read law in the office
of kis elder brother Hon, Joseph
A. Wright. He remaved to Keo-
sauqua, lowa, the same year, being
yet in his minority. He practiced
law in that and surrounding coun-
ties until he was chosen by the fifth
general  assembly in 1855 chief
justice of the state.  This office he
held until the reorganization of the
supreme court. in January., 1860,
when he retired.  In the following
June, Governor Kirkwood appointed
him a judge of the court, to take
the place of Lacon D. Stockton, de-
ceased.  Ile remained on the bench
unt:l September, 1870, when he re-
tired.

Ia 184S, he had been elected a
state senator, serving in that capac-
ity four years, and being a member
of the senate when the code of 1851
was enacted.  In IS850 he wwas the
whig candidate for congress in the
first or southern district. but there
were too many democrats in the dis-
trict and they succeeded in electing
Bernhart Henn,  The last iime a
whig members of the general
their votes to Hon.
George G. Wright for the position.

Seventeen yvears afterward a re-

e: lowasTetritarialand state Legisiatons Gollaction bombited b

ds-

sembly gave

him to the senate as a successor to

gy, and always came to  this re-
union until last year when he was
too feebls to make the trip.

The funeral was held at his home
in Des Moines, Tuesday, Jan. 13,
Rev. Dr. Rowley of Danville, who
was a resident of Keosauqua when
Judge Wright lived here and who
was an intimate friend, preaching
the sermon. The world is better
because Judge Wright lived in it

>

OBITUARTES.

Mary Jane Whitten was born in
Lawrence county, Ohio, Jan. 19,
1529, Died Jan. 13, 1546, at her
in Douds Station, Towa,
aged 06 vears, 11 months, 24 days.
She came with her parents to Van
Juren county, Towa, in - May 1810,
She was married Jan, 2, 1847, to
Hon. Eliab Daud, since which she
has resided at - this place on  their
home farm.  She
of eleven children:

home

was the mother

Mary A., Win-
field S., Rebeceea Fear (who died in
infancy), Fletcher W., Harriet I,
Eliab E., A. Lincoln, Candace R.
Elizabeth O. (who died Dec. 31,
1595), Malissa M. and Walter D.,
leaving her husband and nine chil-
dren to survive her, all of whom
were present at the funeral except
one son, Fletcher W. who resides
in California. She also leaves four
sisters and one brother who were
present except two sisters who re-
side in California and Colorado.
She became a member of the Bap-
tist church before her marriage and
was a constant member of that
church until two years ago when
she united with the M. E. church
at Douds, Iowa. She always ex-

for the ehange from this life to the
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and was admitted to the bar in
1810, having read law in the office
of his elder brother Hon, J oseph
A, Wright. He remaved to Keo-
sauqua, lowa, the same vear, being
yet in his minority. He practiced
law in that and surrounding coun-
ties until he was chosen by the fifth
general assembly in 1855  chief
justice of ihe state. This office he
held until the reorganization of the
supreme court, in January, 1860,
when he retired. In the following
June, Governor Kirkwood appointed
him a judge of the court, to take
the place of Lacon D. Stocktion, de-
ceased. e remained on the bench
until September, 1870, when he re-
tired,

In 1818, he bad been  olected @
state senator, serving in that capac-
ity four years, and being a member
of the senate when the code of 1851
In 1850 he was the
whig candidate for congress in the
first or southern district. but there
were too many democrats in the dis-
trict and they suececded in electing
Bernhart Henn,  The last iime a
democerat was elected fin 18531, the
whig members of the general  as-
sembly gave their votes to Hon.
George G. Wright for the position.

Seventeen years afterward a re-
publican general assembly elected

wis enacted.

him to the senate as a successor to
Jaraes B. Howell. He declined a
re-election, the duties and labors
being less congenial to i 1.
the work of his profession.
During the time Judge Wright
was on the bench he removed to

than

Des Moines, which was his home!

e b
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OBITUARTES.

————

Mary Jane Whitten was born in
Lawrence county, Ohio, Jan. 19,
1520, Died Jan. 13, 1896, at her
home in  Douds Station, Towa,
aged 66 years, 11 months, 24 days.
She came with her parents to Van
Buren ccunty, Towa, in May 1840,
She was married Jan. 2, 1847, to
Hon. Eliab Daud, since which she
hasresided at  this place on their
home farm. She was the mother
of eleven children: Mary A., Win.
field S., Rebecea Fear (who died in
infaney), Fletcher W., Harriet I.,
Eliab E., A. Lincoln, Candace R.
Elizabeth O. (who died Dec., 31,
1595), Malissa M. and Walter D.,
leaving her husband and nine chil-
dren to survive her, all of whom
were present at the funeral except
one son, Fletcher W. who resides
in California.
sisters and one

She also leaves four

brother who were
present except two  sisters who re-
side in California and Colorado.
She became a member of the Bap-
tist church before her marriage and
was a constant member of that
church until two years ago when
she united with the M.E. church
at Douds, Towa. She always ex-
pressed confidence in heing ready
for the change from this life to the
life to come, and that death meant
“going -home.”  She was a believer
in the “possessing of religion more
than the professing,” as she re.
marked, at the dying bedside of her

daughter, Mrs. Ira McCullough,

who sc recently preceded her to the

Pasadena Cal., J
Fegtly of Kingli
Mrs. Dr. Randall

Iowa, Mrs. Jay B
Iowa, and M. N, I
ville, Idaho, all by
present at the fun
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| for the last thirty years of his life.
He was for a long time a partner in
the law firm of Wright, Gatch &
Wright. About a dozen years ago
he retired from the practice, and
accepted the presidency of the Polk
County Savings bank, which he
held until the end came.

Judge Wright found time, even
under the pressure of exacting
duties, to give attention to other
matters of public concern. He al-
ways felt a warm interest in the
State Agricultural Society, and was
its president for several years. He
was also in demand asa popular
lecturer, never failing to interest
and entertain his audiences.

He was married October 19,
1513, to Miss Hannah Dibble, a
native of the state of New York,
who. with five of their six children,
survive him. They are, Craig L.,
of Sioux City; Mary D., wife of
FFrank H. Pcavey, of Minneapolis,
Minn.; Mrs. Lucia H., wife
Edgar H. Stone, of Sioux City:
Carroll and George G., of this city.

Judge Wright's brother, mention-
ed above, was one of Indiana’s great
men, He was ten years his senior.
He was governor of Indiana seven
years, was senator for a short time,
and was appointed by President
Lincoln minister to Prussia, where
he died in 1867, Another brother
John R. represented the county of
Van Buren in the general assembly
in 1872 and 1873. He has also
passed away. One sister survives,

£
1

who lives in Indiana, and one Mrs.
Charles Baldwin, who lives in Keo-
S,
:ourQT\owa ]J;.) tﬂr:glﬁlr;? State
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better land. The funeral serviees
were held at the church in Douds
and were conducted by her pastor
Rev. B. F. Shane of Selma, Iowa.
It was largely attended by sorrow-
ing friends and sympathizing neigh-
bors. Her remains were laid to
rest in the Mount Moriah cemetery
with those of her daughter and
three grand children who so recent-
ly preceded her.

# ¥
L

Mrs. Martha Kuhn Fegtly was
born in Lancaster Co. Penn., April
4th 1824 and died at the home of
her daughter Mrs. Kate E. Tucker
in Pasadena California, Jan. Oth.
1596, She, with her parents, moved
to Wayne Co. Ohio, where at the
age of 21 she was married to John
W. Fegtly, at Wooster Ohio. They
lived there until 1854 when they
moved with their family, and set-
tled on a farm near Utica, Van
Buren Co., Towa. Herein 1861 she
was left a widow after having been
the mother of nine children, three
of whom died in infancy. At this
early date she wasleft to struggle
and support her family of six chil-
dren during the hardships of war
|fé.tihlﬁm>lunte:£ﬂﬂ a]l&?a&f atthe stad Histblival S(SHWN lo
| and moved with her family to Mi.
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The folluwing is the tribute to
Judge Wright by Hon. Josiah B.
Girinnell, in his “Public Men
Forty Years™
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the circles of farmers, at the bar, at

s cdducational  and political gather-

ings, he has found a welcome, For
epigrammatic taste, exuberance of
wit, strong Saxon, apt comparison,
close logie, while devoid of limpid
Hueney, he is in just repute. Few
have had like rare opportunities, as
a pioneer counselor, a judge, a
chief justice, wearing the unspotted
ermine long years until called to
the United States senate, to take
rank with a deceased brother, states-
man and diplomat, Joseph Wright.
As senatorial candidate, he had but
to intimate and troops of friends
made his cause their care.”

In addition to the foregoing full
obituary from the Capital, the Re-
roscican can add but little of this
great and  good man whom the
prople of Van Buren county  knew
This
He loved 1o come
Keosauqua

se loug and loved so  well.
wiis his home.
to

buek and  always

spoke of it as the dearest spot to

1 4 41
nim Gl eariin.

At almost every
visit  he  dwelt

of its location and the grandeur of

on the beauty
{ -

the surrounding sceuery—which he
often expressed as the finest in the

town, he
every Old  Settler’s
Day, and always came to this re-

foved to meet

union until last year when he was
too feeblo to make the trip.

The funeral was held at his home
in Des Moines, Tuesday, Jan. 13,
Rev. Dr. Rowley of Danville, who
wis a resident of Keosatiqua  when

sy~
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and support her family of six chil-
dren during the hardships of war
times. In 1873 she left the farm
and moved with her family to Mt.
Pleasant in order to better educate
her children. Since 1880 she has
made her home with her children.
During the years she lived near
Utica she was known by all her ac-
quaintauces to labor with unselfish
zeal and devotion for the good of
her children and all her friends. It is
a pleasure to know that during the

past ten years she has been privi-
leged to \isit.mapy of the -pleasant.
places throughout the land. In

the fall of 1893 she visited the
World’s Fair, before leaving for
the beautiful land of flowers in
California. from where her spirit
was taken to the more beautiful
realm above to join the many kin-
dred and friends who have gone
before. She joined the M. E. church
at an carly size, and ever after lived
the life of a devoted christian.
Wherever she has lived she has al-
ways been surrounded by many
friends 2s the large gathering at
her funeral attests. Her remains
were brought from Cal. to be laid
beside her husband at Bentonsport,
and arrived Monday Jan. 12, the
funeral services being held at the
M. E. church, where friends from
far and near gathered to follow her
to her last resting place. The fu-
neral sermon was preached by the
Rev, Weese, pastor of the M. E.
church, from the text ““There re-
maineth thereflore a rest, {o the peo-
ple of God,” Hebrews -£-9, a short
serman full of appropriate comfort-
ing words to those who are left he-
hind, sooner or later to join in the
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WRIGHT, George Grover, 1820-
1896

Senate Years of Service: 1871-1877
Party: Republican

WRIGHT, George Grover, (brother of Joseph
Albert Wright), a Senator from Iowa; born in
Bloomington, Monroe County, Ind., March 24,
1820; attended private schools and graduated from
Indiana University at Bloomington in 1839;
studied law in Rockville, Ind.; was admitted to the
bar in 1840 and commenced practice in
Keosauqua, Iowa Territory; prosecuting attorney
of Van Buren County, Iowa, 1847-1848; member,
State senate 1849-1851; justice of the State
supreme court 1854-1870; served as president of
the Iowa Agricultural Society 1860-1865; moved
to Des Moines, Iowa, in 1865; one of the founders
of the College of Law, University of lowa;
professor in the law department of the State
university 1865-1871; elected as a Republican to
the United States Senate and served from March 4,
1871, to March 3, 1877; was not a candidate for
reelection; chairman, Committee on the Judiciary
(Forty-second Congress), Committee on Civil
Service and Retrenchment (Forty-third Congress),
Committee on Claims (Forty-fourth Congress);
resumed the practice of his profession in Des
Moines and also engaged in banking; president of
the American Bar Association 1887-1888; died in
Des Moines, Iowa, on January 11, 1896; interment
in Woodland Cemetery.

Bibliography
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GEORGE G. WRIGHT

Served on the lowa Supreme Court from January 11, 1855, to January 11,
1860; and again (rom June 26, 1860, when he was appointed to [ill the vacancy
occasioned by the death of Justice Lacon<D. Stucklon, until he resigned
September 1, 1870. He was Chiel Justice [or seven vears.

Born at Bloomington, Indiana. in 1820. He was graduated from Indiana
University in 1849, and located the nex! year al Keosauqua, lowa. He wasa
member of the Second and Third General Assemblies. In 1870 he went Lo the
Lnited States Senale for one six-vear lerm.

In collaboration with Justice C. C. Cole, he established at Des Moines the
first law school west of the Mississippi river. This school laler became the
Law Depariment of the Universily of lowa. Justice Wright was a lawyer,
judge. legislator, teacher, and business man. For many years he was adirector
of the Rock Island Railroad. He was president of the State Agricultural
Society. president of 1 ke Polk County Savings Bank. and an organizer of the
Pioneer Lawmakers Association. His brother was a Governor of Indiana.

Justice Wright died in Des Moines in 1896.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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and was brevetted Brigadier-General. In 1865 he ;
the Legislature and chosen Speaker of the House. I: ’;:ﬁ:g:lnwiadf:e i
Secretary of State and twice reélected, serving six years. Im 1;73t;d
was chosen secretary of the Board of Capitol Commissioners and a.saista.n:
superintendent of the construction of the State House. He held these
positions until the work was completed in 1884 when he was appointed
custodian of the new edifice. He held this office until 1890 when he was
placed in charge of the Capitol grounds. At the World’s Columbian Ex-
position General Wright condueted a directory for furnishing information
to visitors from Iowa. In 1895 he was appointed a member of the board
of public works for the city of Des Moines which position he held at the
time of his death. Iowa mnever had a more useful and conscientious public
officer than General Ed. Wright. When his death occurred on the 5th of
December, 1895, his body lay in state at the Capitol where thousands of

citizens paid their respects to the man who served the State so well for
nearly half a century.

GEORGE F. WRIGHT was born in Warren, Vermoni, December 5,
1833. He was reared on a farm, and when eighteem years of age atl-
tended West Randolph Academy. He came to Iowa im 1855, locating at
Keosauqua where he began tke study of law in the office of Judge George
G. Wright, and was admitted to the bar in 1857. At the beginning of the
Civil War he helped to raise a military company of which he was chosen first
lieutenant. Later at the request of Governor Kirkwood Lievtenant Wright
organized a company of State militia of which he was commissioned cap-
tain. In 1868 Mr. Wright removed to Council Bluffs where he became a
law partner with Judge Caleb Baldwin; the firm ranked high and became
attorneys for several railroads. In 1875 Mr. Wright was elected to the
State Senate from the district consisting of the counties of Mills and
Pottawattamie, serving in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth General As-
gemblies. In 1879 Mr. Wright was appointed by Judge Dillon United States
Commissioner, and later held the same position under Judge Woolson for
the Southern District of Iowa. In 1896 he was chosen vice-president for
Towa of the Trans-Mississippi Exposition at Omaha. Mr. Wright was
one of the organizers of the company which built the bridge across the
Missouri River between Council Bluffs and Omaha.

GEORGE G. WRIGHT was born in Bloomington, Indiana, March 24,
1820. He graduated at the State University and stndied law with his
older brother, Joseph A., who became a distinguished statesman. In 1840
George G. came to Towa Territory, locating at Kecsauqua where he began
to practice his profession. In 1846 he was chosen Prosecuting Attorney
and in 1848 was elected to the State Senate for a term of four years. He
was mominated for Representative in Congress for the First District by
the Whigs in 1850 but was defeated by a small majority. In 1855 he
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became Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and remained on the bench
for fifteen years. In 1870 he was chosen United States Senator, serving
six years. Mr. Wright removed to Des Moines in 1865 and was for many
years president of the State Agricultural Society. In company with Judge
Cole he established the Iowa Law School which after some years was re-
moved to Iowa City and became the Law Department of the State Univer-
sity. Judge Wright continued to be one of the lecturers before the Law
Department of the University as long as he lived. After retiring from
law practice and publie life, Judge Wright was for many years one of the
directors of the Chicago, Rock I€land & Pacific Railroad Company. He
was one of the organizers and president of the Security Loan and Trust
Company and of the Polk County Savings Bank. In 1892 he was elected
president of the Pioneer Lawmakers’ Association, a position he held at
the time of his death, January 11, 1896. It was as a judge of the
Sapreme Court that he won enduring fame. His term of service embraced

sriod of important changes in fundamental judicial systems of the
wwite and his opinions extend through thirty volumes of the State reports.
Judge John F. Dillon, who was long associated with him on the bench
wrote as follows of his ability and services:

* Of his learning as a lawyer and merits as a judge, no difference of
opinion, so far as I know, ever existed among the bar and the people of
Towa. The verdict of the bar on this subject is that, take him all in all,
he had no equal among the State’s Chief Justices or Judges in her judicial
history. Some may have had in special and execeptional lines superior
gifts, or superior learning, but take him all in all he easily stands con-
spicuous and foremost. He was a living digest of the legislation and de-
cisions of the State. He carried in his memory every important case that
had ever been decided, and thus kept the lines of judicial decisions con-
sistent. As a presiding officer he was without an equal. He had remark-
able executive ability. He presided with dignity, maintained the utmost
decorum in his court, and yet no member of the bar, I believe, ever felt that
he was oppressive or that he in any way encroached upon their legitimate
rights or privileges. He had almost in perfection what I may call the
judicial temperament. He showed absolute impartiality, had great patience
of research and above all a level headed judgment and strong, sure footed
common sense.

Combining these merits and qualities with ample learning in his pro-
fession, it is no marvel that the bar of Iowa hold him and his memory in
such deserved honor.”

JOSEPH A. 0. YEOMAN was born at Washington Court House, Ohio,
in 1842, He received a good education and studied law. When the War
of the Rebellion began he enlisted as a private in the First Ohio Cavalry.
He was a most daring soldier and was soon promoted to the rank of
captain. His war record was a brilliant one. He was a dashing officer,
shrewd in plams and prompt in action; a typical cavalryman in a war
where that branch of the service was a most important factor. He was
selected to command a picked body of cavalry in the pursuit of the Con-

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Hi;
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and did not return to Iowa till the first land sale in 1838. By this time I was
satisfied to take my chances in Towa for a home. I ordered a $5,000 invoice of
goods from New York City and they were lost in the Gulf in transit, but being well
insured I was not the loser, the stock was duplicated and came forward and was
considered the largest assoriment brought to lowa at that time. I presume I am
the earliest pork packer and shipper in the State. I supplied the post at “Raccoon
Forks” with commissaries and transferred them from St. Louis by steamboat in
1840. I built and run the first flat boat of pork on the Des Moines river. In all
my flat boating I can remember of sinking but three laden with pork and grain and
one of them was sunk twice, first at Bentonsport and next at Croton dam, but all
was saved and proved satisfactory investments, notwithstanding the extra expense
caused by shipwreck. The next decade brought the river improvement. It was
a grand boom for the Valley for a short time; but the volume of water was found
too great to warrant and justify the improvement. After a fair trial it proved
to be behind the age and not suited to the wants of the Valley. As 1 had in-
augurated mavigation and “run” the first flat boat laden with pork, it was my
province to re-open navigation in the spring of 1851. The Valley was suffering
greatly, owing to the mill obstructions in the river, and the demand for navigation
caused me to visit St. Louis and charter the steamer “Jenny Lind and barge,” and
load them with merchandis2 supplies for the Des Moines river. 1 gave timely
notice to the mill owners to 3ave their locks and gates in working order, but when
we arrived at Farmington wec found the locks and gates so dilapidated they would
not open. Here the great guestion of legal right to open was sprung and I
responded by commanding Captain Allen to pull out the gates and go ahead. My
order was obeyed and success crowned our efforts. This timely movement proved
a blessing to the entire Valicy, as the navigation of the river from that time was
never obstructed until the iron horse was made to supersede both river and
slack-water navigation. In the language of Governor Grimes, this timely and
modest movement in behalf of the public good he regarded as one of the great
events the people of the Valley should ever be proud of. When the “Jennie Lind"
reached Des Moines, from St. Louis, with a full cargo of supplies, it opened
both the hearts and purses of the merchants of the city. A reception was ten-
dered Captain Allen and myself for our successful voyage and all the hopitalities
of the city bestowed. A company was soon formed, a boat purchased and put in
the St. Louis trade.

As one of the commissicners of the Des Moines River Improvement Company,
he saved to the State a vast acreage of land, and demonstrated that the whole
scheme was futile and impracticable. He would have filled any office within the
gift of the people with credit, and was several times solicited to become a candidate
for Governor and Congressman, but steadily refused these proffers. He was born
in South Coventry, Connecticut, in 1810, and died at Keosauqua, in 1901.

George G. Wright and Joseph C. Knapp.

I join these men because they were very near to each other and associated as
law partners for many years. Judge Wright was one of the Judges of the Supreme
Court of Iowa during most of the time I was its Reporter, and from this and other
associations, I came to know him intimately. He died in 1896. For more than
half a century his name had been a familiar one, intimately. associated with the
progress and current history of the State. The mature years of his long and busy
life were devoted to its interests with a purpose as steadfast as it was heroic. He
was not only one of the most widely known men of the commonwealth, but one of
the most popular. He had been a favorite with the people throughout his entire

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical §




RECOLLECTIONS AND SKETCHES

418

career. The causes for this general popularity lay in his intrinsic character and
make-up. In appearance and bearing, he was very attractive. He walked with a
limp owing to a defective limb, but notwithstanding, his figure was good, his face
classical, his countenance always beaming with good will. He loved the pioneers,
the old settlers, and they were always at ease with each other. He delighted in the
narration of early events; his memory was extraordinary and he was able to recog-
nize and nevér failed to greet any man with whom he had had the least acquaint-
ance. This faculty greatly facilitated the renewal and continuance of his early
acquaintances. He frequently delivered addresses to and about men of the early
period, and especially those related to Van Buren County. As instances, he deliv-
ered one before the Library Association of Keosaugua in 1856, and another before
the Pioneer LLaw Makers' Association of Van Buren County, in 1872, mn the course
of which he went into the minutest details respecting the early settlements and set-
tlers in that county—giving the names of the different pioneers, the dates of their
coming, just where they settled, their course of life, and in many cases the names
and dates of birth of their children, These narrations, like all his others, were in-
terspersed with incidents and anecdotes which were interesting to know. These
qualities brought and kept him very close to men of the early time and their descend-
He was exceedingly affable and always approachable to the humblest cit-

He had reflected deeply and comprehensively on the affairs of the world
He was so full of rleasantry and

ants.
izen.
and was an excellent judge of human nature.
good nature that I do not believe anyone ever engaged in a conversation of any
length with him without being told some apropros anecdote or incident that would
provoke a smile and give a pleasant impression. It will be readily appreciated that
these combined qualities made him greatly beloved by the people, and they were
always ready to rally to his support. There was no office within their gift that he
could not have obtained for the asking. Indeed, he did receive at their hands the
highest honors of the State. For fifteen years he was a Judge, and a portion of the
time Chief Justice of its Supreme Court; then its United States Senator. In respect
to the latter position, he had a most formidable rival in the person of William B.
Allison, who for so many years subsequently represented Iowa in the United States
Senate with a distinction which rivaled that of any of his compeers in that body.
The only objection I had to Judge Wright was the character of his handwriting,
which was the most difficult chirography that I have ever beheld. In digesting his
opinions, while preparing my head notes, I had often great difficulty in ascertaining
what he had written. These opinions, too, were written in his best and most
legible style and were not quite so bad as some of his more hastily prepared produc-

tions. He sent me many years ago for my use in this work, quite a lot of hastily

written memoranda, which after repeated efforts to decipher, I gave up as impossible.
As a summary of his personal traits: In public affairs he was extremely cau-

tious. He was not a bold and aggressive leader of men. His popularity was whol-
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ly due to other sources. His good humor and cheerfulness were perennial. His
attractive person, his still more attractive, finely lineated face carried a ray of sun-
shine that enlivened all surroundings.

His manner was urbane and graceful, and “‘on his unembarrassed forehead,
nature had written ‘Gentleman.” ” He was, in short, one of the most lovable of
men; he drew everybody to him. As for myself, my affectionate vemeration was
such that I dedicated to him my “Digest of Supreme Court Decisions,” published in
the early seventies; and on the occasion of his death, made a plea for a statue to his
memory In a communication addressed to and published in the Des Moines State

Register of January 24, 1896.

As a.Judge, he has had few equals and no superiors in the history of the Su-
preme Court of the State. His numerous decisions constitute one of the principal
bases of its jurisprudence and will serve to perpetuate his judicial fame throughout
all its future period. His associates on the bench were John F. Dillon, Ralph P.
Lowe and Chester C. Cole, and it was this rare judicial array that principally con-
tributed in giving to the Supreme Court of Iowa the distinction throughout the entire
country of being one of the very strongest in the land. Among these it goes with-
out saying, none was more conspicuous than Judge Wright. He possessed those
four qualities which Socrates declares to be the requisites of a judge: To hear
courteously, to answer wisely, to consider soberly, and to decide impartially. His
published opinions are models of unaffected wisdom and force. With no attempt
at learned display, they grasp with all the force of reason the naked points of con-
troversy and trenchantly carry them to lucid conclusions.

Nothing that I can say of him as a judge would furnish as reliable an estimate
as that contained in the following letter of that great lawyer and judge, John F.
Dillon, to the Pioneer Law Makers' Association, read at its reunion of 1898:

1 esteem it one of the felicities of my professional career that 1 was associated
for six years with Judge Wright on the Supreme Court bench of the State of Iowa.
It is scarcely necessary for me to express my opinion of his learning as a lawyer,
and his merits as a judge. No difference of opinion on this subject, so far as I
know, ever existed among the bar and the people of Iowa. The verdict of the
bar on this subject is that, take him all in all, he had no equal among the state’s
chief justices or judges in her judicial history. Some of them may have had, in
special and exceptional lines, superior gifts, or superior learming, but as I have
just said, take him all in all, he easily stands conspicuous and foremost. To those
who served on the bench with him, and to the bar who practiced during the period
of his long connection with the court, the reasons for this are not difficult to find.
I may refer to some of them briefly.

First among these reasons may be mentioned his zeal and conscientiousness
in the performance of his official duties. As Chief Justice he was always present;
and, having control of the deliberations of the Court, would never consent to
adjourn any term until every case which had been argued or submitted was con-
sidered. The period of my association with him was when there was no rule
requiring the records and arguments to be printed. They were mostly in writing.
Judge Wright was a rapid and most excellent reader; and his invariable habit
during our consultations, in all cases submitted, was, first, to take up the argument

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Sod
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of the appellant; read it; next the argument of the appellee; then any reply,
referring to the record whenever necessary; then to insist on a full discussion and
a vote. 1 believe I may safely affirm that no case was decided during these six
yvears that I was on the bench without this “formula”™ having been complied with.
No case was assigned, previous to full consideration among the judges, for exami-
nation and an opinion by a single judge. I verily believe that the admitted excel-
lence of the judgments of the Supreme Court of lowa during the periocd of Judge
Wright's incumbency of the office of Chief Justice, is due to the course of procedure
above mentioned.

Another characteristic of Judge Wright was his intimate knowledge and
memory of the legislation and course of decisions in the State. He was a living
digest of these decisions. He carried in his memory every important case that
had ever been decided, and thus kept the lines of judicial decision consistent.

As a presiding officer he was without any equal. He had remarkable executive
ability. He presided with dignity; maintained the utmost decorum in his court,
and yet no member of the bar, I believe, ever felt that he was exacting, oppressive,
or that he in any way encroached upon their legitimate rights and privileges. He
had almost in perfection what I may call the “judicial temperament.” He showed
absolute impartiality, had great patience of research, and above all, a level-headed
judgment, and strong, sure-footed common sense. Combining these merits and
qualities with ample learning in his profession, it is no marvel that the bar of lowa

hold him and his memory in such deserved honor.

His miscellaneous reading had not been wide; his acquaintance with English or
classic literature, slight. None of his compositions are adorned with decorative
drapery. [ do not think that in any of his writings can be found the employment of
Latin or other foreign phrases, save in those terms and expressions which have been
preserved in the law; but they are none the less forceful, and often traced in elevated

lines.

His notions concerning the judicial office were of the highest order. Perfect
independence of the judiciary was his ideal, and when a portion of the press joined
in a denunciation of the judges, one of whom was Judge James G. Day, who united
in the opinion of the Supreme Court, declaring what was known as the prohibition
amendment to the Constitution void, it made him indignant, though he was not then
on the bench. Stirred with this feeling, he wrote me the following letter, which

clearly reveals his views on the subject:
Des Moines, May 2, 1883,

Dear Stiles: As you value the independence of the judiciary, the integrity of
courts and the good name of the State, T hope you will stand as a wall of fire
against this most iniquitous clamor that four judges should be outraged and dis-
graced because they had the “courage of their convictions.” I do not care about
the case, nor the decision, nor how it was decided, but I do care, when it is proposed
to appeal from the Court to State Conventions and town meetings. [ know your
views must be in accord with mine on this subject, and I only write that it may be
made the more certain that Wapello County be truly represented. I do not propose

that Judge Day shall go down before this unjust whirlwind.
Your friend ever, George G. Wright.
I feel privileged in saying that to this I made the following reply:
Ottumwa, May 3, 1883.

Dear Judge: Yours relating to Judge Day is received. I cordially endorse its
sentiment. To allow the slaughter of Judge Day for performing a duty in ac-
cordance with his conscience as a judge and which to have shrunk from would have

S
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been moral cowardice, will never do. In my judgment the clamor that certain news-
papers have made against, and the opprobrium they have sought to throw upon the
judiciary of our State, has done more to corrupt the political morals of our people
than anything that has occurred in my time. [ propose to stand by Judge Day,
and I believe that is the general sentiment here.

Judge Wright was born in Bloomington, Indiana, 1820, and graduated from
the University of that State in 1839. He studied law with his brother, Joseph A.
Wright, who was at one time, Governor of Indiana, and afterwards United States
Minister to Germany. He was admitted to the bar in 1840, and during that year
came to and commenced the practice of his profession in Keosauqua. In 1844 he
formed a partnership with I. C. Knapp, under the firm name of Wright & Knapp,
which continued till his removal to Des ‘Moines in 1865. In 1847 he became
Prosecuting Attorney for Van Buren County; in 1848 he was elected to the State
Senate and served in that capacity two terms; in the fall of 1850 he was nominated
by the Whigs of that district for Congress, but it had a clear Democratic majority,
and his opponent, Bernhart Henn, was elected. In 1853, when General George
W. Jones was re-elected to the United States Senate, Wright was nominated by the
Whig caucus and received the vote of the Whig members of the General Assembly.
He was then but thirty-three years of age. In 1855 he was elected as one of the
Judges of the Supreme Court of the State and served until 1859, but declined a re-
nomination. In the following summer, 1860, however, he was appointed by Gov-
ernor Kirkwood to fill the vacancy on that bench, occasioned by the death of Judge
Stockton. At the end of that term, he was re-elected for a term of six years from
the first of January, 1866. In January, 1870, he was elected to the United
States Senate for a full term commencing March 4, 1871, in consequence of which
he resigned his place on the bench. In the Senate he served on the important com-
mittees of judiciary, finance, claims, the revision of the laws and on Civil service
and retrenchment. In the performance of these duties, he won a high position in
that distinguished body, but at the end of the term, absolutely declined a re-election.
He was elected in 1860 President of the State Agricultural Society and served five
"years in that capacity.

While in Keosauqua, Henry C. Caldwell was added to the firm of Knapp &
Wright. While in Des Moines, at the close of his term in the Senate, the Judge
became a member of the firm of Wright, Gatch & Wright, composed of himself, his
son, Thomas S., and Colonel C. H. Gatch. In 1881 the firm was composed of
Judge Wright, his sons, Thomas S. and Carroll Wright, and A. B. Cummins,
afterward Governor and United States Senator. In the fall of 1865, after he had
removed to Des Moines, he, with Judge C. C. Cole, established the first law school
west of the Mississippi River. After the first year, Prof. W. G. Hammond,
afterward Chancellor of the Law Department of the Washington University at St.
Louis, accepted a position with them, giving his entire time to the school. In 1868
the law school was removed to Iowa City, and became the law department of the

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society
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State University, Judges Wright and Cole becoming law lecturers of the department.
He tock great interest in this work; his last lecture before the department was in
June, 1896, and in it he referred with pathetic eloquence to his co-workers of the
past, who had been his associates in laying the foundations of the State. In 1879
he was elected a director in the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad Company.
The State is not only indebted to him for wise decisions moulding its jurisprudence,
but for introducing into its early laws beneficent measures that have been enduring.
He prepared and introduced both the bills which passed into laws, abolishing im-
prisonment for debt, and the creation of homestead exemption.

Among the sons of Judge Wright were three who became eminent lawyers.
Thomas S. Wright was General Counsel for the C. R. I. & P. Railway
Company. He died suddenly, while on a visit to New York some years ago.
Craig L. Wright went from Des Moines to Sioux City and formed a partnership
with William L. Joy. This firm continued to be one of the strongest legal firms in
that part of the State for many years. This son died at Loos Angeles in 1915,
Carroll Wright, who died many years ago, was the General Attorney from lowa of
the C. R. I. & P. Railway Company.

Joseph C. Knapp, in appearance, temperament, bearing, disposition—in the
tout ensemble of his characteristics, was In striking contrast to his long-time partner,
Judge Wright. He was a man of moods, sometimes blunt, gruff, apparently un-
sociable, devoid of popular traits and cared nothing for public opinion. He was
really a great man, and had his lot been cast in a large city, rather than a country
town, he would have attained a national reputation. He needed the stimulus of great
demands and the execution of great purposes. He did not have these, and lapsed
into the inertia of his surroundings. He had a great contempt for little things, and
I think became discontented with his environments. But it was too late in life to
change, and he lingered and died in Keosauqua. He was leonine in appearance
and character, but it took something more than the ordinary to arouse him. But
when once aroused, he was a veritable Jupiter Tonans and made everything around
him tremble. I heard him when thus waxed, make the closing argument in the
slander case of Bizer vs. Warner, tried in our Court at Ottumwa fifty years ago, and
it made my youthful blood tingle. He was a pretty regular attendant of our Court
during the early part of my professional life. He subsequently became the Judge
of our District Court and it was my fortune to try a good many cases before him.
At that time he was somewhat advanced in years, and the lapse of time had con-
siderably toned down his youthful fires. His reputation as a great lawyer over-
shadowed his reputation as a Judge, and was co-extensive with the State.

Anecdotes, when apt, sometimes serve to illustrate a man’s traits. [ have said
that Judge Knapp was occasionally gruff. The following incident related to me by
Judge Robert Sloan, who lived in the same town, and was for many years a dis-
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practiced for a time at Iconium, Appanoose county,
and in February, 1862, moved to Monroe county.
On the 22d of October, 1862, Dr. Lambert was
commissioned assistant surgeon of the 6th Iowa In-
fantry; served in that position until November, 1864,

. when he was appointed surgeon of the same regi-

ment, and thus remained until the war closed, being
the last man of the regiment mustered out.

On leaving the service 1)r. Lambert located at
lLancaster, Missouri; remained there until Qctober,
1867, when he returned to Albia, which has since
been his home and the scene of his eminent success
He makes a specialty of surgery, prof-
iting by his discipline in the army, and he has an
extensive practice. He is surgeon for the Chicago,

i r =1

Burlington and Quincy Railway Company, and fs-
well known far up and down this road. He has the"

confidence of the people wherever known ; is blessed

with a vigorous mind and a disposition to feed it.

Dr. Lambert always votes the republican ticket,
and is as active in politics as his extensive practice

will permit him to be, . He is a Royal Ar¢h Mason, , ,
In June, 1857, Miss Olive J. Benge, of Bloomfield,"

Iowa, was joined in wedlock with Dr, Lambert, and

the fruit of their union has been seven children, all

living but two. Sl
Dr. Lambert is a member of the Monroe County

Medical Society, of the Des Moines Valley Medical -
Association, and of the State Medical Society, and

has an excellent standing in the fraternity.

HON. GEORGE G. WRIGHT,
DES MOINES.

EORGE GROVER WRIGHT, late United
States senator, was the son of John Wright, a
mechanic, and Rachel Seaman, and was born in
Bloomington, Indiana, on the 24th of March, 1820.
The progenitor of the family in this country was a
native of Wales, and among the early settlers in
Pennsylvania. ‘I'he Seamens were from England.
George G. was educated at the State University,
located in his native lown, graduating in 1839, He
read law with an elder brother, the late Hon. Joseph
A. Wright, once governor of Indiana, and subse-
quently minister to Berlin, where he died in 1867.
The subject of this sketch was admitted to the bar
in 1840, and in November of the same year located
at Keosauqua, Van Buren county, lowa, where he
commenced legal practice and continued it until his
removal to Des Moines, on the 2oth of October,
1865. While law has been the profession of Sen-
ator Wright, and while he is now of the firm of
Wright, Gatch and Wright, he has had but litile
time for practice for the last twenty years or more,
for he has been almost constantly in the service of
the state in some capacity, in the legislature, on the
bench or in the upper house of congress. In 1847
he was prosecuting attorney for Van Buren county;
the next year he was elected to the state senate, and
served two terms, becoming the leader of that body
on the whig side. In 1853, when General George
W. Jones was elected United States senator, the
democrats of the state and the legislature being in
82 :

pr il

the majority, Mr. Wright received the vote of his
party for that office, In the winter of 1854—5 he
was elected chief-justice of Iowa. In 1859, when
the supreme judges were elected under the new con-
stitution, he refused to run for the office. In-the

Judge Stockton, Governor Kirkwood appointed
Judge Wright to fill the vacancy, and at the next
general election the people sanctioned the gover-
nor's choice, Judge Wright filling out the unexpired
term of Judge Stockton, which ended on the 31st of
December, 1865.
ple had reélected Judge Wright for a term of six
years ending on the 31st of December, 1871. He
left the bench on the 1st of September, 1870, to oc-
cupy the office of United States senator, to which
he was elected by the general assembly on the 18th
of January, 1870. During the six years that he was
in congress he was on the committees on finance,
judiciary, claims, revision of the laws, and on civil
service and retrenchment. Part of this time he was
chairman of the committee on claims. While in
the senate he was an indefatigable worker, looking
at all times to the best interests of the state and of
his country. J

Senator Wright declined to be a candidate for re-

election to the United States senate, much to the
regret of many thousand personal friends.

As may be inferred from what we have already
written, Senator Wright was originally a. whig.

In the autumn previous the peo-

summer of the next year, however, on the death of -~
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Against his protest his party ran him for the lower
house of congress in 1850, in a strong democratic
district, where the best he could do, and what he
did do, was to reduce the usual majority. He aided
in forming the republican party in Iowa, and it is to
his influence and that of a few other candid, con-
scientious and eloquent speakers, that the party
owes, in a great measure, its strength in the state.
But while Senator Wright has been largely identi-
fied with the politics of Towa for the last thirty years,
he has done much good service to the state in other
respects.  From 1860 to 1865 he was president of

* the State Agricultural Society, and worked zealously

for the widening and strengthening of its influence.
His annual addresses delivered during those years
showed that he had given no inconsiderable atten-
tion to other subjects besides law and politics.

In the autumn of 1865 he and Judge €. C. Cole
organized, at Des Moines, the Iowa Law School,
which, three years later, was removed to lowa City

“and made a branch of the State University. In

educational matters generally he has taken a lively
interest; has done valuable work at sundry times on
the local school board, and is president of the board
of trustees of Simpson Centenary College, a Meth-

- odist institution located at Indianola, Warren county.

He has long been connected with the Methodist
Episcopal church, and is one of its leading laymen
in Iowa, No man in the state, of any denomina-

THE UNITED STATES BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY.

tion, has a higher moral and religious standing. He
is a christian statesman of the noblest type.

Superior natural abilities, extensive legal learning
and a broad and liberal culture, combined with rare
practical sagacity, have concurred to make him
prominent among the foremost lawyers and jurists
of the country. A ready and comprehensive grasp
of cases, with the quick discrimination and rapid
analysis with which he at once separates and seizes
upon the vital and material points, enable him as a
lawyer almost intuitively to comprehend the merits
and demecrits of every cause or question presented
to him. As a judge, with unswerving integrity and
unyielding firmness, he invariably cut his way to
what seemed the very right of a case, regardless
alike of specious technicalities on the one hand and
false sentimentalism on the other, detecting at a
glance all chicanery and artifice, and quietly brush-
ing away all sophistries and fallacious reasonings.

The wife of Senator Wright he found in lowa:
Miss Mary H. Dibble, of Van Buren county, daugh-
ter of Judge Thomas Dibble, formerly of New York.
They were married on the 1gth of October, 1843,
and have had seven children, six of them yet living.
‘Thomas is married, and is one of his father's law
partners; Craig also has a wife, and is an altorney
in Sioux City, lowa; Mary is the wife of Frank H.
Peavy, of Sioux City; the other three, Carroll, Lucia
H. and George G., are single.

HON. JAMES H. ROTHROCK, ”

TirPTON.

AMES HARVEY ROTHROCK, now on the
J supreme bench of Iowa, is a native of Millroy,
Pennsylvania, and was born on the rst of June, 1829.
He is a son of Joseph Rothrock, a tanner and farmer,
and Sarah McKinney. The Rothrocks were Hugue-

nots, driven to Holland and came thence to the |

United States in the early part of the colonial period.
The maternal great-grandfather of James H. was a
captain during the revolutionary war. Joseph Roth-
rock moved to Adams county, Ohio, when his son
was about nine years old, and there the latter was
reared on a farm and in a tan-yard. He fitted for
college at Felicity, Ohio; entered Franklin College,
New Athens, and left at the commencement of the
junior year; read law with E. P. Evans, of West
Union, Ohio, and was admitted to the bar at Colum-

BREERA T LG o3

bus in FFebruary, 1853. He practiced six years in
Gireenfield, Highland county, and one year at Hills-
boro, in the same county, and in July, 1860, settled
in ‘Tipton, Towa, Here, alter two years' practice, he
enlisted in his country's service, going into the army
in August, 1862, as lieutenant-colonel of the 3sth
Towa Infantry. At the end of one year, owing to
disability, he was obliged to resign. Returning to
Tipton, he resumed practice and continued it until
January, 1867, when he went on the bench in the
cighth judicial district. He was reélected twice, and
during his third term, in February, 1876, he was ap-
pointed to the supreme bench in pursuance of an act
of the legislature increasing the number of judges of
the supreme court, He was elected by the people in
the autumn of the same year. As a jurist he is re-
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HONORABLE GEORGE GROVER WRIGHT

George was born March 24, 1820 at Bloomington, Indiana, son of John and Rachel
(Seeman) Wright. His father was of Welsch ancestry and native of Pennsylvania, came
from Wales in 1720, dying in Indiana when George was just five years old. His mother
brought the family to lowa, during territorial days. She died at Keosauqua in 1850.
Because of health reasons, George was unable to participate in any sports and he found
companions in books, learning from them. He was awarded a free schlorship from the
University of Indiana, graduating in 1839, with high honors at the age of nineteen.

He studied law in Rockville, Indiana with his brother Joseph, who was Governor of
Indiana and was admitted to the Bar in 1840. Determined to try his fortunes in lowa, he
went down the Wabash and Ohio Rivers and up the Mississippi to Burlington, traveled by
stage to Keosauqua, settling there and began to practice law.

Senator Wright was married on October 19, 1843 to Mary Hannah (listed as Hannah
Mary in another source) Dibble of Van Buren County, daughter of Judge Thomas Dibble,
and Ruth (Gates) formerly of Saratoga, New York. Mary came to Van Buren County,
Iowa in 1839. She descended from one of the old colonial families of New England, who
moved from Connecticut to New York early in the eighteenth century. They had six
children, Thomas S.; Craig L.; Mary D_; Carroll; Lucia H.; and George G.

In 1846, George was appointed by the court to the office of prosecuting attorney Van
Buren County. That same year he was nominated the Whig delegate to the territorial
council, his opponent being his father-in-law, Thomas Dibble, who defeated him. They
moved to Keosauqua, lowa. In 1848, he was elected to the State Senate and served for
two years. In 1853, he received the Whig vote, but lost. Senator Wright was elected
Chief Justice of lowa in 1854-5, and in 1860 Governor Kirkwood appointed him to the
bench of the Supreme Court. "The most important work of the third session was the
compliation of the first code putting into statutory form the unwritten law on a multitude
of subjects and the reconstruction of the entire judiciary system. The bulk of the work of
codifying fell upon Senator Wright, who worked day and night to complete the task. "His
service on the bench changed the whole entire judiciary system of the state." "The
opinions of Judge Wright running through the first thirty volumes of fowa Reports, are
notable models of perspicuity, clearness, and soundness." In 1850, Judge Wright was
nominated for representative to congress, but he was defeated. He received the Whig
vote, but lost in 1853. Senator Wright was elected Chief Justice of Iowa in 1854, serving
for fifteen years. In 1860, Governor Kirkwood appointed him to the bench of the
Supreme court.

In 1865, George moved to Des Moines, becoming associated with Chester C. Cole.
[in1870, he was elected to the Senate for a full term, but resigned in September 1, 1870
to take the Bench. For five years Judge Wright held the office of the President of the
State Agricultural Society and organized the Law School at Des Moines, giving lectures.
"In recognition of his patriotic service, the Military Order of the American Legion of
Honor made him a member in the third degree, he being only one of three lowa civilians
thus honored."

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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- Served on the Iowa Supreme Court from January 11, 1855, to
: January 11, 1860; and again from June 26, 1860, when he was
(%

George C. Wright (1855 - 1860)

appointed to fill the vacancy occasioned the death of Justice
Lacon D. Stockton, until he resigned September 1, 1870. He was
Chief Justice for seven years.

Born at Bloomington, Indiana, in 1820. He was graduated from
Indiana University in 1839, and located the next year at
Keosauqua, Iowa. He was a member of the Second and Third
General Assemblies. In 1870 he went to the United States
Senate for one six-year term.

In collaboration with Justice C. C. Cole, he established at Des

L . Moines the first law school west of the Mississippi river. This
school later became the Law Department of the University of
Iowa. Justice Wright was a lawyer, judge, legislator, teacher, and

business man. For many years he was a director of the Rock Island Railroad. He was president of

the State Agricultural Society, president of the Polk County Savings Bank, and an organizer of the

Pioneer Lawmakers Association. His brother was a Governor of Indiana.

Justice Wright died in Des Moines in 1896.
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pErson,

Web Links
There are no weblinks available for this persan,

Search the web for George G WRIGHT

SourWﬁ%&@r&%W%W@eagqlﬂgs E?ﬁ@ilg%w yf}llstgefz?rm%@gsmte Historical Society of lowa Librarygl"c)zgmg, lowa.



lowa State Census Collection, 18360-1Y4> - Ancestiry.com Page 1 o1l

ancest ry
You searched for George G. Wright in Iowa

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925

Name:  George G Wright
Birth Year:  abt1821
Birth Place: Indiana
Gender:  Male
Marital Status:  Married
Census Date: 1885
Residence State:  Iowa
Residence County:  Polk
Locality:  Des Moines
Roll:  1A1885_249
Line: 13
Family Number: 795

Neighbors:  View others on page

Houschold Name Age
Members: George G Wright 64
Hannah M Wright 64
George G WrightJunior 23
Levinia Windbar 23
Louise Morrogh 36

Source Informatio

Deseription:
This

ase contains lowa state censuses for the fallow

information req
though includes
Learn more..
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You searched for George Grover Wright in Iowa

Biographical Directory of the United States Congress, 1774-

2005
Name:  George Grover Wright
Date of Birth: 24 Mar1820
Date of Death:  11Jan 1896
Elocted Office(s).  Senator, President

Flected Date(s): 4 Mari8n
State:  Iowa, Indiana
Countrv:  USA
Felationship:  Brother of Joseph Albert Wright

Biography:  (brother of Joseph Albert Wright), a Senator from Iowa;
born in Bloomington, Monroe County, Ind., March 24,
1820; attended private schools and graduated from
Indiana University at Bloomington in 1839; studied law
in Rockville, Ind.; admitted to the bar in 1840 and
commenced practice in Keosauqua, Iowa Territory;
prosecuting attorney of Van Buren County, Iowa, 1847-
1848; member, State senate 1849-1851; justice of the
State supreme court 1854-1870; served as president of
the Towa Agricultural Society 1860-1865; moved to Des
Moines, Jowa, in 1865; one of the founders of the College
of Law, University of [owa; professor in the law
department of the State university 1865-1871; elected as
a Republican to the United States Senate and served
from March 4, 1871, to March 3, 1877; was not a
candidate for reelection; chairman, Committee on the
Judiciary (Forty-second Congress), Committee on Civil
Service and Retrenchment (Forty-third Congress),
Committee on Claims (Forty-fourth Congress); resumed
the practice of his profession in Des Moines and also
engaged in banking; president of the American Bar
Association 1887-1888; died in Des Moines, lowa, on
January 11, 1896; interment in Woodland
Cemetery. |Bibliography: Dictionary of American
Biography; "Judge George C. Wright." Annals of Iowa 13
(July 1922): 383-87; Wright, George C. "The Writings of
Judge George C. Wright." Annals of Towa 11 (April 1914):
352-57; (July 1914); 431-36; (October 1914): 481-88;
(January 1915): 594-99; 12 (July 1915): 117-21; (October
1915): 194-99; 14 (April 1924): 281-86; 15 (October
1925): 139-45.

Source Information:

Deseription:

This database contains the Biographical Directory of the U.S. Congress. It is
comprised of brief biographical descriptions of every person that has ever
served as a member of Congress since its inception in 1774 up through 2005.
This is approxi ly 12,000 peopl

Learn more...
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RootsWeb's WorldConnect Project: 142/38 rage 1 01 £

Welcome to RootsWeb.com Sign in

ancestry DISCOVER MORE >
COMBMUN'TY *

roots Finding our rovts together

Home Searches Family Trees Mailing Lists Message Boards Web Sites Passwords Help

Search Hundreds of Thousands of Family Trees

One Fam_l_lv

First Name: l Last Name: | | Search__!

14278

Entries: 771 Updated: Sat Aug 25 20:46:05 2001  Contact: Unknown

Index | Descendancy | Register | Pedigree | Ahnentafel | Download GEDCOM | Add Post-em | View Post-em (2)

ID: 10884 & View Post-em

L
e Name: George Grover WRIGHT ' 4 :
o Sex: M Find Your Family Members Now
e Birth: 24 MAR 1820 in Bloomington, Monroe Co., IN L . .
o Death: 11 JAN 1896 in Des Moines, IA ' First Name: |
* Ancestry Hints for George Grover WRIGHT : B '
" > ancestry Last Name: —
3 possible matches found on Ancestry.com
State: Al
Father: John WRIGHT b: 23 MAR 1776 in Pennsylvania People Search is a great way 1o find oid friends and
Mother: Rachel SEAMAN b: 1 JUL 1784 in New Jersey relatives. People Search reports include phone numbers,

Marriage 1 Hanna Mary DIBBLE b: 15 AUG 1820 in Saratoga Co., NY

e Married: 19 OCT 1843 in Van Buren County, lowa 2
Children

1. 8 Thomas Seaman WRIGHT b: 29 SEP 1844 in Keosauqua, Van
Buren County, lowa

Sources:

1. Title: Belding.Davidson.FTW
Repository:
Media: Other
Text: Date of Import: Jan 9, 1999
2. Title: Belding.Davidson.FTW
Repository:
Media: Other
Text: Date of Import: Oct 24, 1998

Index | Descendancy | Register | Pedigree | Ahnentafel | Download GEDCOM | Add Post-em | View Post-em (2)

& Printer Friendly Version I Search Ancestry [ search WorldConnect 3 Join Ancestry.com Today!
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