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GEORGE GROVER WRIGHT 

Chief Justic@ of 1011'3. 1855.]85f'; 1864-1865. 
Judge of the Supreme Court of Iowa, 1855. 1865; 

United States Senator, 1871-1877. 

From a portrait in oil by G~org~ H. Yewell, in th(, 
Historica l, Memol'iul and Art Depal'lment of Iowa. 
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Sillq lIil. 

IlEHII Of ,JUDGE WRIGHT. Tbe fulluwillg i!:i the tribute to 
I Judge \Yrjght by HOll. Josiah B. 
~ow!\'s Vet~mn Lawyer ,,,a Stateslllllll i Grillndl, in his "Public ~Iell of 

drell during the ] 
times, III 1873 s) 

fasses to the B:ereaf\er, !"ort,Y 'i ellr"" : 

I ~~~w ' il:'OT a period of a generation iu 

I [lou"a Cllpit31.] the cirtles of Carmen..;. at the uar: at Durillg the year~ 
I Although not lHll'xpccted, yet.: cdaediollul aud political gather- Utica she \V.1 5 knol 

and mo\'ed with h 
Pleasant in order 
her cbilclren, Si r, 

II wi th unwelcome smhlenness, came I in9':5, he h<is. round a welcome. For quaintances to la l. 
, this ll1ol"lIiug the mOlllent which I (~1~lgr<l ll1Ultltl.c taste, eXllberan~e of zeal amI devotion 

I -.. t ·' t .. I 1 1 Wi.t , strong Saxon, apt companson, h::-rchildren and a 
. \\ dS O"! lll:!::i~ ~ 10 (eparture from I clo.:;;e logic: while devoiJ. of limpid 
i c«rthly ,:dl\"lht,~ and scelles of I tlll'-'llcy~ he is in just r epute, Few a pleasure to,kllO' 

I' George G, \Vr ight ~ for two genera, haye, ha<llike rare opportull,ities, as past ten yean: 8h 
t iolls Olle of tbe lcadino' men of I a IHoucer counselor1 a Judgel a leged t..u_~'isit D;l<~.:J. 

I. Iowa , The J udrre had been some, chic,f justice, wearing ~,l.J.e lUlspotted places throughch: 
, ~ . . f, rm.lqe It}J.lg " earlS. untIl culled to 

" 'ha t, of Ull lU\'alIcl for some h~~l~; the 'Guited Sbtes senate, to take the fall of 18£)3 
yet. possessed as he was, of ,~'Olh I r:mk with a deceased brother. st.ates. 'YorIel's Fair, b( 

~:;:;~ dt'rfu'lly great vitality . fatal res l1lts I m~.l1: ,',' ~d d,iplo,ll:Ut,. ~oseph '~-right. the beautiful l al 
Were n'pcak{lly ward('d off, But., .-\s.SC~l<ltOrIill CilllCho<lte, he ha~ bllt. Culifornia, from 

- \'cstl'rcl;:\' aUl'rlmOIl . Jan1'i.!f\' 10.1 to lllhn~;, te and hO.ops of fnellds was takeu to the 
1 II' " . ',m::de Ius <.:a use theIr care." 

.J..: (,S a l;",WJ, a SC\'l're strokc pro:..:tratt':'d I realm above to j( 
p a big him: yet he raHietl. awl ~cl' lll l'd ~Q I ~. n addi t ion to the f~n::goillg full dred and friends 

.~rlW "! t'!-j much ht·tter tll,lt l1lC'mlx.';-:-; of lI b: obJt'uary from the CapItal, the RE' before. She joine( 
illh, -, 0\1 I L:1llil .:.- thought the ~l'l!~gf'r ll<Hlj P':l>Ltt',\:\, ca:} add hut little of this at au e,!rly '\3

C
, tl 

;; 1lI11tdi ;l~ : :in p:l .... s~· (l: :~!J lllll<:b !'f) tl :at hi~, grL'at <lull good man whom the thc life of n d 

ill "'; alld ~" '!l' (';' t:orgl'. ft · ~·lj!l~ t1:at !ii.-; fath:.'\' pr-()jlh~ of Y;tU Buren county kne~\' \Vhl're';er she ha:: 
:!Il ~jJt'.,t \\,;1:' out of d: l!lgl'r fUf the' prt':-icn1. S~) b llg nud lon."tl so well. TIllS "'ar

s 
heen surro 

:"ral tlc." h'ft at lll:d!light fur hi:, (.)\''.'1] homf'. ! \'; as Lis ho:ue. HI,! lured to come fr iellds,;,:s the la 

L::h'r~ j UI\\·p\·('r. ill .. !"ttITI:':'l'r b(,~i'll! b:tc~~ to .h.t'OS'HHltlci <'Iud i.d\\'ay~ her funeral attes' 

DE\' , I tll :"ink, a!ld 'H 1Le hour oi :'::;:)0: sl.'o1\ <.:> of It as Lh~ dea rest spot tg were brollgut frot: 
I p;j"':"'L'd i\\\ay . f ~1 : 1J1 I,m {,<Irt.h, At almost eyery beside her husum1 

. ,I Thir-:. ('\'r'nt tab:::; [rolll OHr ('(Jill , ! \'i~~t Itl! ~l welt OIl the beauty ,,1111] arrired ?troll: 
II\' ll ;'; l ll~! U""l'(I' 0'" "", "" " 0 " "",,' "I r ~""'" ! uf Its locatwu and th e grandeur of • I .l I , l •• t::o .. .... l , .t· • ... ·'0·1 funeral serv ices 1. 

It can 1""'1'" '~' l' ,,11,"',11(1 W l' ..;It l1Ii(rh( \"'\'(> t!W s llrwlluc1iug ~cC'JH.!ry-which he 'r E' I, 11 " ( " 1'1 '11 t." , ., ' .. . - "1 A... . C l.Irc , \\ J 
S t I, t ,. c., "['fc--ed '( 5 ~he ihpst iu the 

..; Clln':". h:",.n prnlo l],~, ·d fl 'r ,\·(·t m;:n ,\' :-t ',,!r~ . i OHI':} c.,.~:-, ". • .' far and Ilea l' g<'. th 
rai Iii n' . ll~ I'll ia 1, I~ind ,,'. ,'xt rt'!ll,_,j \' ('om pa Il' ! ~tat£'. A nu the pecple of t he county, to hf'r lust rc::;ti ng 

and, put itq~:-.:. ble, .J l : d,~t, \\'rigbt l~ad come to ! ~s ;\'(:ll. iI::i lli::i u ltl hOlHe to~nl, h,e ncral sermon Wil ~ 
It 1::; <! lx' lookt.' ~l IIjllHl as .dmo::; t t'Y'.' r y- I"~ JI);:ed iO IHc d t' \'cry Old Sl',ttler s Re\'. 'Y(~t'se, 1);1!=;t 
' ,m;!; D 1 I ( tl 1'0_ 1)IHh"s fr ieH d . .And \' .. ideh' will ! ,1 Y, 01111.. ;1 \\'i!~':-; came 0 liS .... £'I"lrnl" frOl11 tile i:es will I ' , , I I, , I . l:Ilioll ~ 1I:t ill;.l:-)t vear when he was 
. ~O It t.1 le.lC 1lI1~S('t . • , l:Iaiudh thcrdol'e 
l'lp vou! G(.'orrre Gwycr \\' riO'jlt was born foo fel·bl ,) to 1U;\!ic the tnp, pIe of God.' ~ H eb 

i ' ' I\'S at Blo~miJlgtolJl j Ild , ~ ;,la rl'h ~ '~' Thc fUllC' ril l W,I S hehl at his homc ~('rmall full or apj 
L UI',:I)' .1 i:':!il, H" wa" (he SOil uf J oh n i in Des ~Ioill"s , Tuesday, ,Jan, 13, illg IIwds to (h,,,, 

riddill g , \\'ri!~ht and his wife Hache! (SP(l '1 Re\', Dr. ,Ro\\'ley o~ Dall\':lk, who hinet, SOO I1(' 1 or 1; 
:1. Jll:IIl) , 'I!lI' a!1cl'str,il \Yrighhi t';\me WilS a rl'SI ,j(:,lIt of .h.COS;)Wttl<l whcll he-Her lau(1. ' ~t,1 
:11111,\\,0 , (Jrigillalh' froBI \Yall!s to ;\lIl (·rica; 'I,Jutlgc " ' right li\'cd here and who OW! h.rothC'l'. tw,) 
)111 liltlt· :11': :";I' ;11l~:'1'''' r l"IIP' F !'!<I''l~r!. '1'1 ,,, \\' ,:S iln illtilllHfl' fri(, IHl. prp;tt'hill~ 
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J '~ \\'ill /) /) {!y s I r H.' II l t. Aud \;,-idL'l:' will ~ 1),l : ' , elllU illWc!yS calile to tJWi l'('~ church. from the 
~ I' I't ' I,"' "11" ,', '"' ,,, 1, I t:n:oll ull till<lst yt'ar when he \nlS I I ( ,,JUH.I . "- '- . lll<liul.'t I t leW ore ;1 

Ip you (h:urge Gron.~ r "'right was l)orn I hJ'J rel,I)}.) to 1ll ;~kL' the trip. ple of Goclt Hebr<:' 
a]'Yin'!"l' at BloOlllill~loll ,. llld., .March ~.k, Tho fllll C' ral WtlS helt1 ilt his home f II [ 
Lon 'h' ,- , D 'I' T I J 1" .erman u ° appr 

1 8 ~1). He was til" S'O" of JOllll ' in e ::i -' Ollle~, lIes( ay, au. ~,. 1 'j I eli J r '- U Illg wornso t lOse 
" 'Yrj~ht and his wife Hachcl lSea- ilev. Dr. Rowley of Dalldlle, who hind, soonpr or lat. 

lIlall). Th(' :t l l(:~strill \\"righb; came was a resident of Keosauqua when better laud. Mall 
Ill -wo- ol'igiHally fwm \rales to America; I Jth.1gl' \rright lin~d here and who OJle brother, two 5: 
t little I tIll: ::;camall!':i from England. 'TI1" wa~ all intimate frieud, p,rcachiug f II ' I'll '- ' I 0 o\\'mg c 1I ( reno <: 

~J~ilPt'l t1l'~l"ase~l 7radtlat l' (~ at th.c stail' th,e ,sennon. f"f Th~ .~·orh.~. IS ,b~:t~r her loss_ )[r5. l\. . 
lc hnh.;:-j Uil1rers lty III 131uOllllll!!tOll III lS3U IJ~C<ll1 SC Jucl;;;c \\nbht 1l\ E'.d 111 h, J - ..... PasadE'na Cal., 

II I I I '" , • 
Ill'fa y am was i.ll mittel to the bar in Feztl)' of Kill!di 

OBITUARIES· ~ ~ 
~e aud 18 W, ha\'ing read law ill the oUice ~Irs. Dr. Randall 

:i ndrcd 
a new " 
mpbld 
1t frpc. 
\' )lc<l· 
St reet. 

of h is ehl<: r brothl'r Hon .. J o~eph --- Iowa, ·Mrs. Jay B; 
A. \\-right. H;e l."l"llICJn:d to 1\:co- )1ary J:mc ',"hitten was born iu Iowa, and }L N. I 

&i1 U Q, UiI, Juw.!, the SHme ,ycar. beill::!" Lawrence COlluty, Ohio, Jan . ]0, '11 11 h lIb 
u \'1 e, ,a 0, a u 

yt:t in his mi!l'Jrity. H (· practiced 1:):!\1. Dietl Jail. 13, JSUU, at her pres('nt at the fun 
law ill tllilt illl~l ~\lrrol1lldjllg COUll - bom'~ in Douds Station, Iowa , __ _ 
tiC's until he was chos C"11 hy the fifth agell Of) ycars~ j 1 months, 2-1 days. ' r~"-'~K"", .... ///.(.'wPu////.u//16 

W~ I\I ' ral a:-:~( 'Illbly in 1H;):-) chipf She camp with hl'r parents to Van ~ 
justice of llll' ~tatl·. This ullicl'lH' 131m.: n county, j owa~ in May 1:::).1.0. ~ 

~ 
J rlll uf hl'l tl l1!ltil the n-urgaltiza t ioll of fliP Shc was married .Jan.:l, 184-1, to ~ I , 
it)ll' 1,1 SII P;'('lll l' c01lrt. ill .Jalluary. j ,"'ino! H('Jl. Eli"b D outt , since whil'il she ~ 

wlll'll lit, rt"tirt.'tl. 11\ thl' fqlluwillg ha~ I"l'!) i<i(·(l nt this 11laco on their ~ . , ~ 

r o f in · Jll1H~ . G o Ye rtlo r Kirkwood appointt:tl hUIllC' fa rill. She ,Y <IS the mother ~ 

" him a judge of t he court. to talit' of elf 'Yen ('hilth'cll: )IClry A., \Vill- ~ 

ted 
:er. 

" III till' plal'l' of Laco11 D. Stuckton, de " field S., Hcb{:'cca Fear (who died in ~ . . ~ 

ee<l:-.p<.l. Ill, remaincd on the bench infallcy), Fletcher \Y. , Iiarriet 1., ~ 

":1~~~I' ulI CI Septcmher. l~jO, ",hl'B he rc - Eliab E., A. Liucoln, Candace H." ~ 
~ tin'd. Eliz,lbeth O. (who died Dec. 3t, ~ , 

li! I ~ I ~ , he b"d beell eleeted a 18UO), )lalissa)1. alld \Yalter D" ~ 

s tate SPll ilt l)r. St'nillg in that c<!pac - IC<lYing her hllsh,md and nine chil- ~ 
, ih' fuur y('a r:-. and be ine.- a member thell to snrt: i'"e her, all of whom ~ 

• • • l::) ~ 

of t he st'llab' ',yben thecQ(h~ of 18;:>1 we~e present at t.be funeral extcpt ~ 
wa !-i cnackd. In 1:;;)0 hp was thc Olle SOil , Fletcher \Y. who residt's ~ , 
whig e~ll(lidde for cOllgr~:;:;s in the in Californin.. She also lea"es [our ~ 

F( 

\Voman's mc 
ranee of dan gel 
to endure paim 
ture rather t 

physician ab 
subjects. 

Pains i.n th 
back J hip:;J Ii 

bowels at montl I Hr:-:t or :-5outhern dj:-,tiid. but there sisters <:mi one brother who were ~ 
Wl'!'C too lll.my llelllucri.lts in the dis- I presl'ut except. t wo sisters who re- ~ 

I trid alld thc\' :o,llc(:0l'<led in clecting! side iil Cdifor!lia and C01orado. ~ dicate alarmin£ 

Dl'[llhan. H ·:llll . The la!' t t ime a I She \jr.:'Ctl llle a melllber of the Bap- ~ 
I
, 

, d clllocrat wa~ elect ed !in .l ·9 ;J:jl; th c tist clmrch befofP her marriage and ~ 

I whig llll'lllhe rs of the gelH:ral as- was a con;tant memher of that ~ , 
~cmhly ga" l' th t';r Yott~S t o H on. church until two ycars aero when ~ 

• 0 ~ 

Gf'orgf..' G. "-right [fJr the position. shp. llJlitctl with the ~L E, church ~ 

Sen'ntecH years a(tc'rwanl a re- at Douds, Iowa. Sbe alwani ex- ~ is a harmless Bi 
- ~ 

p ub licall g"n('ral as~(>ml )ly eledcll I pfI.'!")sf.!d eonfidenec ill bl~ ing rt ' ;ldy ~ 

h im to t ill' senate as a Stlc,-"c:::::or to for the challW: from tllis lif,: tn tll" l ~ 

IlIlcEI" 

out intoxieatin! 
Taken at tho 
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· - ,,"~. -.. ~. , 

( ] 

a new ­
III ph let 
nt free, 
': 5Icd· 
·Street. 

ur lll of 

10n14ol<1 
sole is 

r uf ill-

~ ' ''''<';I~H .' III UJVVllllU:;iOli IU ! ,) .JV 

amI was admitted to the bar in 

18 W, h,\Ying read law Ul the ollic(.--I 
qf h is eWer brother HOIl, .J o,cpb 
A .. \\"right. He rC'lllon'll to Keo' 
flfluq ll,l, I owil: the :';<t me year. being 
yet iu his Illi nority. H e practiced. 

Ia \\" ill t ha t antI surrouuding t'OUll ­

ties uutil he \\"as choson by the fifth 

.. , 4 Pasad£'ll <l Cal., J 
OBITUARIES. Feotlv of Kill fTIi " , " 

~lrs. Dr. Randall 

IO'l'a , Mrs. J aJ' B 
)Iary Jalle "~hit.teJl W(\ s born ill Iowa, and ]":L X. 1 

Lawrence county, Ohio, Jm~. lD, rill t', Illuho, all btl 
l S:!H. Di ed JeHl . 13, I t-i0u, at her present at the Iun 
hOIll '= in Domls Statioll: Iowa , _ _ 

aged on years~ 11 months, 2-1 days. I r~y.;~K~ZW.(.'Wq//////.V/~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
~ 
\\ Ii 
~ , 
\\ Ii , 
\\ 
\\ 

I 
F4 

geJll:ral a~5i(ol1lbl." in ]~;j0 chief She came with her p,U'cmts to Van 
ju,(ice of lhe ,t"te. Thi, olliee he Burell count)", Io,,"a, ill May J8.[O. 
li ck!. u !lti l the rporgallizatioll of th e- She " .-as married Jan. 2, l S-ri, to 
supreme cOtlrt. ill J a lluary. l KI10, I H CIll . E.liah Dout1. since which she 
whell he rt'iirell. in the fo.lIow illg lias n·sid<.'cl at Utis place on their 
J une. Gon.' rnor Kirk\\'ood appoiuted home farm, She was the mother 

t'x t" ri _ him a j udge oi the court. to takl' of (·lcyen children: :Mary A" \Viu-
1Il thC' plal'/: of LilC"OIl D. Stocktull. de- fid d S., Helx'cca Fe<1r (who dieu ill 

~ \\ Ii 
~ § 
§ 
§ ref. 

Un 

Hf.: rel1l<lilled On t be bend) 
nllEl S(.·ptcmlwr. l ~IO_ wlll'u he rc­
tin'11, 

1 iI I ~ 1:). hc heal h"C'll ~: I L'tted a 
slate S('lIa tlJr. :-5t·n·ing in that c:!pac ­

it" fotlr \"(·ilr~ . il i i d Ilt.' iJl (' a llll'llIbl' r 
' . 0 

of the St·lwt,. wht"1J thccode of lK~1 
\\"iI~ cIIilct.·d. Tn l.':):-ln lIP was the 

infancy) , Fldcher \V" I-Iarriet I. , 
El iab E.: A. Lincol n, Candaee H." 
Elizabeth O. (lI"ho died Dec. 31, 
I .~!J.j.l, ) Ltli"" )1. aut] \I·"lter D., 
le;I\' ing h~.:r hllshanu and nine c.:hil . 

drell to SI\f\'j" e 1H.'r, all of whom 

, 
Ii 
~ , 
~ 

" ~ 
" ~ , , , , , 

W{;'~'C prE'~cn t at tho funeral except ~ 

om' 1'UI1. Fletcher \Y. who H'!;ides ~ , 
whig calldidate for C{J1lg!"d~ in the ill Californ ia. She also leavE'S [onr ~ 
fir~t or :-:onth,:1"il di~trid . hu t t here sisters awl one brother who were ~ 

' Voman,' s m ( 

rance of dange 
to endure pai,n ~ , 
turc rather 1 

physician a t 
subject') , 

Pains in t l­
back, hips , Ii 

Wefl! too llIail." tl t'llIoc.:rats ill the dis- prest·nt except t.wo sisiers who re­
trid ilnd ti ll'." ~Hct~·('ded in ('Ie-d i1Jg l side ill California and Colorado, 

I3crnh'lrt H'.'llll . The l<l:-:t ti me a She became il mcmber of t he Bap­

~ bowcisat mont , 
~ dicate alarmin.· " ;( 

, dt'lllocrat wa~ t·lcded {ill 1,,):);')). the tist <:il1lr<:h b,efofP her llIarriage and 

, , 
I wliifT ll lt'lnl)t'r.s of tht' ('cll('r,d (l:-;- was a cOllstan t memher of that ==~~D r. ~ 

;;; !'oembl,:: g<l\"P t1i('.'lr Yotrt' to H all . 

~ 
3 
~ , 
~ church ulltil i\,-o yr.:ars aao \"hcn ~ WINE Oi 

~ Ii Gt:org ... · G. \\"right fur the position, ~he un ited with t he ~I. E. thurch ~ 
S(,\'l'ntcl:!1 ycars ,I ftcf'sard <1 re- at Douds, I owa. She a1\\"(1v::; ex- I ~ is a harmless B 

pnhli<':illl g('n~ral <i~:::("llll}ly t·1ccted I prcs~cd confidence in being' TPa<iy t ~ out intoxicatin 
him to thE" !"Clla!e as a Sttt{;C:-;sor to for thc change from this life to the : ~ Taken at tl: 

J,!mc;.;~ . Howell. .He dctlilled <1 I,ire .to c.:omE": ~:11d. "~hut death ll~ean t I ~ relieves pain, c 
tt"-t'!ectlOl1, the dutIes and labor!=; . gOlllg· l.tomc. ' bhe waH a bclIC"cr ~ mcnts, quiets 
be ing less congenial to 1 J ~ ; than in th0 "possessing of relig ion more ~ cures 'Yhites, 

. , Womb and 5, the work of Lis profession. t han the professing/' as shc reo, ~ 
During the time Judge \\~right marked, at the dying bedside o f JWr ! ~ F requent Mel 

was 011 the b ench he remoyell to daughter, nIl'S. Ira l\IcCul1ough, ! ~ For 8nfe by lit 
I L s: Des ::Joines, which was hilii home. who sc recently preceded her to .the . ~MP.U;""/;////h'///h'hJ'!W.l.. 
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;.Q 6, .H::S tJ \:j • 
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I for the last thirty year~ 0;- ~is life. Highest of an in Leav~g Power.-Latest U. S. GOyt I He wa~ for a long time <1 partner ill 
c the law firm of Wright, Gatch & 

'hs Wright. Ahout a dozen years ago 
, l I '.' Ie rehreu from the practice, and 

AI. 

ppe , 
:;1\,1: 

!lily 

~ill;; 
the 

hall 

. I 
In' ll 

.. 
L 

3; ir 

I 
accepted the presidenc:' of the Polk 
County Sanngs bank. which he 
held until the end ca~e. 

J lldge \Yright found time, e,en 
under the pressure of cxactiu a 

" . 0 unhC'5, to give attention to other 
matten; of public concern. He al­
ways felt a warm interest in the 
State Agricultural Society and wa. . , . 
its president for several years. He 
was aho in demand as a populur 
lecturer, never failing to interest 
amI f'ntertain his andieu('('s. 

.=Ie was married October HI, 
18·, :-). to )liss Han!lah Dibbl(·, a 
"\atin.! i)f the state of Sew York: 
whu. with fiH: of their ~ix. children. 

sun'in..: him. ThC':- are, Craig L.] 
Llf SiU~IX City; :Mary D'1 wife of 
Fran k H. Peaycy, of :\lillnl~apolis, 

:\Iinll.: ~[r~. Lucia H.: ,yife l,"If 

t::dg<lr H. ~totl€>, of Sioux City: 
I Carrul!. aud Georg(' G.: of this cit;:. 

J ll~lge. \Y righf5 brother: mentioll~ 
ed abon:-: was Que of luuiana's gre'dt 
lllt.~ll. He was ten ye;:~r5 his senior. 

t He Wi\!'. gO\'crllor ef Indiana S4?'\en 

year:3. was senator for a short time, 
and was appointed by Pr~ident 

Lillculu mi!liste-r to Prussia, where 
he tlied in 18()i. Auother brother 
.J olln R. represented the county of 

\ : 7<11,1 ,~\lrell ill th,: general assembly 
t 11l !() I:' and ]0/3. He bas also 

rilla, 
.. );\:;5e<.1 away. One sister ::nrviYes, 
,-.-110 1iYI'5 in Iml ian<1, and onc )lr5, 
Charles Baltlwill: who !i"es in Keo~ 

Baki, 
~3PoW 

AB§OWTEI.Y PlJBE 
-

better lanu. The funeral senices 
were held at the church in Douds 
and were conducted by her pastor 
Rev. B. F. Shane of Selma, IQ\~a. 
It was Jargely attended by 60rrow­
ing friends aDd svmpathizwO' 'llei O'h_ 

r b I 0 

bors. Her remains were laid to 
re5t ill the ~rount Moriah cemetery 
with those of her daughter anil 
three grand children who so recent~ 
ly preceded. her. 

}1r5. Martha Kuhn Fegtly was 
born in Lancast.er Co. PenD., April 
-\th 182-1 and <lien at the home of 
her daughter }Irs. Kate E. Tucker 
ill Pasadena California, Jan. 6th , 
lS~(j. She, with her parents, moved 
to ""ayne Co, Ohio, where at the 
age of 21 she was married to John 
\\-. Fegtly, at Wooster Ohio. They 
Iiyed there until 183-1 when they 
mm"ed with their family, and set~ 

tied on a farm ncar Utica, 'Van 
Buren Co., Iowa. Here in lSGl she 
was left a ,vi.dow after ha'dng been 
the mother of nine ch ildren, three 
of whom died in in func;y , At this 
early elate she was left to struggle 
and support her family of six chil ­
dren during the hardships of war 

-a' t 

Eldon He 

{ThiS letter came lu too I 

Holidays though ' 
muddy brought se, 
ments, and old Sm 
dreds of presents a 
candy for the Iitll, 
ice hou6e just colllpl 
R. L & P. R. R. Cc 
use . .. . Ross HamIDI 
house near the wag< 
burned to the groun 
ings since. The hot 
reach of the water n 
had died in an a 
only a short tillle be' 
was sounded ... ,A 1 

by name, took twent 
morphine at Ottum" 
ago, and is uow slee 
from which none aw, 
was quite well knmn 
charge of several hor 
grounds last summer 

\ 

writer knew him c 
was sorry to hear of 
.... S . Lucas recent.j 

r. saurlua. 
TIll' full u:,yiug is the 

. l\ld~(t· \\'ri'r~lt hy l-frlll . 
tribute to times. III 1873 she left the [arm 

Hudler building 0 

street, where he will 
sell groceries . . . ,C . . 
family, and his 1 
started visiting last ~ 

ing'. 'VllPll rl1m"" 
,1 I"lt" :., l, and mO"cd wiih her famil:v to M:t . 
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",Ir 

Chnrles lJaldwill ; who lin?s ill Kco­
SlI lHlUil. 

to 
B. 

nun !$upport her family of six chil ­
then during the hardships of war 
times. Iu 1873 she left the [arm 
anll moved with her family to 1It. 

'Ibl: [OllUWillg 1:; tll(.,: trihut(, 
Judge \Yright by Hou. Josiah 

Iln Ci rill Ilt' ll. in hiR "Public .Men Pleasmt in order t.o better educate of 
flirt',- \\~nr:-;": 

." Illi!cle 11l.:"r home with her chihlreu. "Yor a pl'ri0tl of a generatioa ill 

hcr childreu. Sinee 1880 she has 

sell groceries ... 
family 1 und h 
started visiting L 
illg . When 0) 
grounds the kit 
the occupants 
thrown forward 

thl' cin:ll's uf farmel's. at the bar, at 
etl, yd: vd:lc:dioni!l and political guther­
s, ca me 1 ing:-;: iw h,:;:; found a we-Ieome. For 

J . I I "I>ig:rtllllUl;!tic: taste, exuberance of · \Y lie 1 . '~ . . 
1 wit, strong Saxon, apt comparIson. 

:: fro:n clo . ..;c logic~ while devoid of limpid 
cues of HU'_'JI(:Y, h;:: i5 ill just repute. Few 
genera- lta \'C hac11ikc rare opportunities, as 
men of a pioGeer counse~or, a judge} a 

chid justice, wearing the mi:-;1}utteu 
u some· . I . il ll"~ t . rrllll qe (IJ,lg ~'ear~ Ullt ell eu 0 
e tll~lf\i the l:lli ted Swtes senat:.?, to take 
f ";un . , r:mk with a deceased brother, states-
· [('sults man and diplomat, Joseph ,\Yright. 
. But. As ~t.' :'l<lturial t·anclidi.~tc, he had but 

'I - 10 to in tilm:te amI troops of friends 
,.r: \' , lll:~de lib e<iuse th,::, ir tan'." 
;:.;trntel I 

1 I In , ~ thlitioll to the fore"O'oill"rT full ; 'Illt'( ~o 

f . . I obit HiIry from the Capital, tbe HE-o 1:-', ' _ 

Daring the years she liyed near ~Irs. Finney wel'l 

l 7Uca she was known by all her ac- about t.he face . 
quaintauces to labor lI"ith lluselfish ens aud Constal 
zcal altd dClotiou for the good of three prisoners 
hor children aud all her fr iends. It is day last wee k ... 

a p leasure to know that during the to be seen here ' 

post ten yea", she has beeu privi. Iter. ·. '., G. ~L.ixr) 
leged tn· yisit many of the ,. p~eas.allt: couutr~, ~~~.: ... .!-1 
places 'th;ougho;,t the ' l~nd: In . school a ret;eptio: 
the fall of 1803 she visited the one htmdred of t. 
'Yorld.·s Fair, heiorc leaying fo r 
the beautiflll laud of flowers ill 

C:.diforuia. ftum where her. spirit 
was taken to the mOre beautiful 

'1':- had I r :!;L1C.\:'\ C;ln add but little of thi:.; at' lll 1.';!r1 y .; ;~eJ ;llld eYer aft..!r liyed 
: t I' U!"l'at aud £::'00;1 man whom thl.' 
11;: n,..; '·.~ th,! lifc of a de\'oted ehristiau, 

realm al){>\"c to join the many kill ­
dred alld fricnd~ who ha\'c gOlle 
befort'. She joined the I\L E. church 

they report a pic 
E. H. Finney, w: 
of the ~I1tscatine 
nO\y nlllniug the 
.... M. E . n-line; 
a fraction less til 
the James Jorda' 
herland. He p. 
tract .... F. W. J 
lot of old sq!die, 
together the eYe} 

whell the v called 

... f;llll,'!'! p O'lIpli.' ,A ";lll l~url'n county kIlt'\\, \Yht'fc..-er she has l in'd she has aI-. I:-d bu t', alld IOYl'd so well. This ; ll',· . ..;:·n,. ,.., 

I 1 ! \',':i:-i hi . ..; h"lUl'. H,_, lu\'('d to corEe ! HlTLt·.! _ 

I ' l ne!i: tv Kt'O~;ill(J\It\ <ind ah-"iP:S )l'~ i ' II i . ,) 
t ' : :)';:i { ' : :-'l'ok(' of il a~ tbc th~;,\rcst spot tq. 

. 1 h:n! oa t'art h, _-\t almost en>ry 
1 vi . ..;;! It t! thwlt Oll th e bt'anh­nr ( " .'ll! I' . .~ 

1 l uf it:; If)cafio!} and the £!:nllH1enr 01 prt"~. . ,~ 

~ht hayt. 1 th~' ;-\lirrVHud ;n~ SCl·lJf!ry-which he 
" \·l ' ;!r .~ . ! "ft, ·;} l'xpn':-,~('(l a:-; the fim.'st iu the 
· . ! ..... ~:'\ ., .. -\mli:hl' pl . .'c pl~of fhE" couuh', 'O!Jl pC! \!" , ~. . • 

t ! a", ;\"(·li ii!S hi,.:; uld hUIIl€' tOWll , he (,() lll" '.I, 

1 i, li·t·,l tl) m ... d l'yer\' Old SettlC'r's l·\··.·r\·, , " 
,Iv \\'j'l!! D:::·. illld ,,}\\".!Y:-i (:,!Il!C to this re-

. !1:n:tJ!l alltill;Jst :,-f 'ar WhCI.l hI.' was 

1 ;uv fl'l·i)}t) tv Itl;\:,;c the tl'll" '<I ::i "11' 11 

1'1.'11 _ L The fum'ra} \\',1 :') 11('1<.1 at his home 

)r John : ill DL''''' ::\Iuil1l'<:: T1t('sday, Jan. 13: 
} (:-)(';1 , I, n(;'\. Dr. Rowl!"·.'" of Dall\'me, \\ho 

I \\";l S 11 re~idi:'nt I)f l\cosalH[Ua wilell ! :-; (':l Ille 
\!lH'ri<':it: I ,IllIlg!.' \\"right lin'lt h('l'f' iHld who 
1 ",,' . '.' .. ,. ::" ; ·d : ",:,j ,. rl·;" ,,,1 .. · .. ;.(.1,;., .• 

W ;I .ni ht,<,u !-):.ll-roltlldcd hy lllany 

frj ... .'lld~ ;,::; the large gatht'ri:ug at 
heT fll uend attests. Her remains 
were brought froll!. Cal. to 1>2 laid 
be~ide her husband Ht nCllton~port , 
and arrived :\Iombv J a n. 12, the 
fllllefol sen-ices be-ing held at the 
} I. E. church; where friends from 
far and Hear grrthcrC'd to follow her 
t o h(' f b :-;t. n~:jtillg plac?~ . T he f n-
Ilt'ral sC'rmou \ .... {(~ preadll'd by the 
He" . \Ypese, pastor or til" M. E . 
dlUrdl. from the text "There re. 
la~i!lP{h therefore a r('~t, to the peo, 
pI!'.! o f l~ od.' : Hebrews ·l -r), a tiltort 
S('flllilll full of <!ppropriate cl)H\fort­
ina words to tho:3e who '!re left be. ~ 

hind, SOull"r or latP[ to jVill in the 
bl,tter laud. ~[any rril'lH.ls, with 
Oil! ' h.rothrr. t:.\' ,} ~ i 4('r"; . ilnd t1H' 

. . 
Crow aud his csl 
at. tLeir homc. 
took their conn 
snrprise, but the 
the .... isitors by !:' 

im'itcd them to 
wllcrc an oyster 
ing. The writel 
happeuNl to hI' ( 
cau sa y, (lJl(1 tr 

the cH'llillg of J i 
of the most enj( 
, . .. Rc\'ind l11f'ci 

a t hoi h the Clu'i, 
gational church ;:­
reeently dvsed a 
were a ~lll'<.:e~:;! j 

eighty cOIlYl'fh ; , 
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... ~ . .... . .. ',,". . made ht'f home with her childrcu. 
"YOT ;1 l'l'rivtl of a gt'neration ill 

the ('irel!.·!; of farmt:r:-;. at the bur: at Duriug the years she liyed ncar 
ell, YI·l: (.d~\(.:diollnl aud political gather- utica she was known by all her ac­
<), came! ings: hI.: h"'5 round a welcome. For qnailltallces to labor with uilSclfish 

\' ·h I epigrammatic taste, exuberance of zeal and deyotioll for the good of 
",it, strong Saxoll, apt comparison, 

: i rom clu.'ic logic: while de\"oill of lilllpid. h:-r chiluren and all her friends. It is 
:Iles of tlu' .. lIC:y~ hi! is ill just repute. Few a pleasure to know that during t.he 
genera- Lave had like rare opportunities, as past ten years she has been privi­
men of a yi~l.iee: couns~l.or: a judge) ~ lege<! tf.1 Yisit ~a.?Y of . th~ ._~pl~s.ant: ~ 
t.l some~ duc.r JllstIce, wear-mg ~~e unspotteG I piaces throughout "the land. In 

. . rrnllqe It.~J.lg yean:i ulltil c:allt..>d to 1, . SA "" ," ~ 
" Il1lle, the lillitcd SI;!teo sella to, to take tlle fdll of 1, ,,3 sh" \lslte,l the 
f \'ot)!l ~ I r:lllk witb a deceased brother. states- '.Yorld's Fair, before lea-riug for 
. results Im:.l~ ::l~cl u.iplo.lll."t,. ~osepb '''right. the . bea~ltiflll laud of flowers. i,n 
. B\lt. \ ,As .SC~hltOtlal cailchdate, he ha~ but C<!.hforlllil, Itulll where heT;' SpItlt 

In' H1. to mhlJ:de and tr~ps of .. frIends was taken t.J the more beautiful 
• t' 'I m::lle lu5 <.:<.luse theIr care." 

):~tratet realm al){)P.? to join the many kin, 
1 I 1n ~!dditioll to the foregoing [ull 

'Illet f'O .... dred and friends who huyc gone 
f 1 '·1 ohitn<\n' from the Capital, the Ih:-o 1I~ i ' . before. She joined t he ,1. E. church 

"' r had I r ~·SL[c.\::-; caD add but little of this at al! l"i.!rly '; :;e~ <Iud eYer after li\'l\(l 
hat hi:, 1 g;~'at alltl good mall whom thl' th(' life of a deroted ehristian . 
.. fat h;'r p<'oph' 0f \'<lll Burell cOllnty knc\\' \Y1 H.'ren't ~hc h<l~ En,d she has aI-

" ""
-",,,.1, ~,) !cHI,£!' :llHl lon.'ll so wcl1. Thi!5 - ., ways hl't'll surrolllldca hy many 

H'~ IO\'('ll 10 t:o!l:e 1 ";;1:-; hi:-; JIt'!Ill'. h t·. ! 

1 ' inl.'!~ tv l\'t:'-.ls .. ucltul iilH! 'lb .. ·"y.:;. 
It· ...:. i· 11 i ' . . '"'i 

"''' 1' : :-\'\Jk~.' ur It a!-" tb.: dC'urcst spot to. 
( '1 .} .• ) • 

111:11.1 '.i ii (.'arill. At illmo~.t eH'ry 
I y·..; ,t h., d\wlt Oll the l:x::lut~' 

or c' 'Ill I ". 
I PrI''':': (.f its I{ J<:ati(l~l <Iud tll(' gnllHl:'nr oi 

! 1 I tl \" "UlTUlilldll\'l sCl·tJ!'n· - whJ(:h he 
It lil"" , :'"l , 

........ 1 t,fit',} l'xpn':':i€·d <1:-; til\.: fiw·:")t iu the 
\ \ t •• , .•. I 

. l ,.,t: , i. . ' '\I:llihe !)t'uI1leofthecoan{,', 
Omjl ,ll!' I' . .. . . 

t 
. <1:" well il:; ill"'; ukl uome tOWII/ he 

l ' ( '1111' () t 
; i ll \,·d tv IlI+'t't '-.·\"l~n' Old Sl'Itl('['s ... ·'·{·r'·· . . . 

:11 \ D::\' , ilnd ,11w<:\':-; came to this fl'· .l\' WI .• • 

\I:n:ull ~II:iill"i:-;t Yf'ar wliell he W~lS 

1 

\ 

tl. 'U f1..'l·\)Io) tu m;!!H: the trip. 
as JUrn 
.. 1 ,) c The fUIH.'ritl was Ilf'lll n.t his hOUle 
1 <. ,t _ t . 

f J 1 ' \ in Dl':' ~ioilll'~, TlI~sday. Jan . 1:3, 
, • 0111 i ....;. 
1 I\.:.· 1 rh°\, . Dr. Ro\\ h~, of Dam .lle, ,\ bo 

')("\' . 
b (:;iUle I was a l'l'sidi.:'nt of Keos,\licltlll when 
.Im'rica: \.Juagc., \\"right li\'etl here <Iud who 
I. 'I~ \Ya~ <Ill ialimatc fricl1ll. preaching 
It' ~tc\LP \ the ~l'nIlOIl. 'Ill(' world is hdtl,!r 
, 1"'''-'0 b':CC1l1S(: ,Judf!'t' \\'right liH·tl in it. 
III . ). ) u . 

III: o!liCt~ 
,J!.I~('ph 

------~.~.-+.-------

OBITUARTES· 

fri~lHl~ i.:s the large gat.heriltg at. 
hl' r fUllcral attests, Her remains 
were brought from Cal. to b~ laid 
beside her husJJ<1ml a t Bentonsport , 
<Iud arrin.:otl )lolH..lciy Jan. 12, the 
funeral sen-ices b : illg held at the 
:\1. E. <.:iJllrch, where friends from 
fill' .1Ilcl near g<!.thercd to follow her 
to Ilf'r la . .;t l'I~:.;ting plac?~. The fu­
nl~tai sNmon was preacliec..l by the 
Re\'. \,"pese, paotor o[ 0", M. E , 
church. from the tt~xt "There re-
l:wi udh therefore a re!-;t, to the peo , 
ple of God.': Hebrews 4-O, a short 
!;crman full of Clppropriate cQulfort, 
ing wont<; tu those who ~r~ left be· 
hind, SOOHer or latcr to join in the 
better land. l\lallY friends, with 
one brother·. tWD !-; isters, and the 
following childrell. nrc left to monrn 
ht.>r lo~s. .\1.1':;. Kate E. Tll<:kC'r . 
Pas~d"'nil Cal., J. :;.'II. and .J. ,J. 
[-,(·gtly o f Kiuglisher, Oldai1oll1:l, 
:'lr~. Dr. HalHlall of llirmingl!am, 
l() w ;l. ·\f,·o..: . . Ja,· n "\' :111 1 n f \ 1'1",,11 

throWH r~rwan\. 
~Irs. Finney wen 
a!.>out t.he face, 
ellS and Constal 
three prisoners 
day last week , .. 
to be seen here ( 
ter .. , . G. 11. :iih 

" . 
country} gave ·-tl 

.. ,. ~~~-.~ 

school a recepfilil 
one hundred of tJ 
tlIey report a pIc 
E. H , F inney, wI 
of the Muscatine 
uow ruulling the 
.. , . M. E, ~Iineti 
a fraction less tll 
the James J ordill 
her lalld, He I" 
tract, .. ,F, W, I 
lot of old soldier 
together the eYel 

,vhen they called 
Crow and his est 
al tbeir home. 
took their comr. 
surprise, but t.he 
the "isitorR by !-; 

indted them to 
where Cl11 oyster ' 
ing. The 'vritcr 
happened to he ( 
can say, and i r 
the c\'cning of Ji 
of tho most enjr 
. ... Re\'intl meet 
at both thc Chri, 
gational chnrcht> 
recently c10sed a 
\Yere a 5lH..'CCS!-:i, t 

eighty con\'crt~ : 
to the church. 
the Chrislian ch: 
day were de,ell . 

tional meetings 
last :;.'IJonday nig! 
f;!lllili"~. ,lOllt'o..: 
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) 

WRIGHT, George Grover, 1820-
1896 
Senate Years of Service: 1871-1877 
Party: Republican 

WRIGHT, George Grover, (brother of Joseph 
Albert Wright), a Senator from Iowa; born in 
Bloomington, Monroe County, Ind., March 24, 
1820; attended private schools and graduated from 
Indiana University at Bloomington in 1839; 
studied law in Rockville, Ind.; was admitted to the 
bar in 1840 and commenced practice in 
Keosauqua, Iowa Territory; prosecuting attorney 
ofYan Buren County, Iowa, 1847-1848; member, 
State senate 1849-1851; justice ofthe State 
supreme court 1854-1870; served as president of 
the Iowa Agricultural Society 1860-1865; moved 
to Des Moines, Iowa, in 1865; one ofthe founders 
of the College of Law, University ofIowa; 
professor in the law department of the State 
university 1865-1871; elected as a Republican to 
the United States Senate and served from March 4, 
1871, to March 3, 1877; was not a candidate for 
reelection; chainnan, Committee on the Judiciary 
(Forty-second Congress), Committee on Civil 
Service and Retrenchment (Forty-third Congress), 
Committee on Claims (Forty-fourth Congress); 
resumed the practice of his profession in Des 
Moines and also engaged in banking; president of 
the American Bar Association 1887-1888; died in 
Des Moines, Iowa, on January 11, 1896; intennent 
in Woodland Cemetery. 

Bibliography 
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GEORGE G. WRI GHT 

St!n'"d un 111 ft JUII'iI Supreme Cu urt fruln J~nu"ry 11. 11155. II! ranuary 11 . 
1860: and "!jIl in frum Junll :W. 1860. when he was applllnl~d lu rill the \'<1(;<1 11 (;)/ 
uccasioned by the death ur Justice l.<!t:uo -O. Slo(; kl un. until he rt!silo:ned 
Septemuer 1. 1870. He was Chief Jus tice fuf seven ye'IrS. 

Burn ilt Bl oomington. Indiana. in 1820. He w as )lTilduilled from Ind iana 
Unil'ersily in 1839. <I flU located the nexl }'eilT ill KeosauqUi,.luwiI . He wasil 
memher "f the Seo.; und and Third General Assemblies. In 11170 he w cnt lu Ihe 
United SI;, (es Se nate for one si ~ · ye"r te rm. 

[n collaboration with lust Ice C. C. Cule. he eslabll sh ~d ,, ( [)e s ""["ine s lhe 
first IllW schllol west !If Ih~ M ississi ppi river. Th,s sl :h""II<llcr hel:ame the 
Law De piHllllcn t (If Ih ... Universil}' uf luwil . JUS11<;~ WnJlhi WilS iI I",,"YH. 
judl{e. le]o:islll ior. leat:her.a nil uUSiness m .. n. Fur m.!n} years he WlI S" dir~dur 

"f lit!' R"d Islltrul R.llln ... il. l ie \\".15 presillenl 'I f lhr SIBle Agrit-uhuTlI] 
S"ci~I .\·. prt'Md~n l "r 1 h~ I'"I ~ ( :"UIII y S;I"lnIolS B'I n~ . "Jill .In "rIM ni'_"r "f Ih~ 
I',,,nellr LlIwmH~HS Ass""i.",,,n. II, s hr,,'hn ",LS d (;"\'I'rn"r Ilr Imli;ona . 

!usli t:H Wrijlhl Lli~, d in l).· s M"inrs in 18!J6. 
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HISTORY OF IOWA 
FROM TH E EARLIE ST TIMES 
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and was brevetted Brigadier-GeneraL In 1865 he waa again elected to 
the Legislature and chosen ~peaker of the HOUlit . In 1866 be 'Will "tleeted 
Secretary of State and tWIce reelected, ~rving six yeau. b. 1873 he 
WiU chosen seeretary of the Board of Capitol Commissioners and 1LlI8iata. t 
superintendent of the construction of the State Hou$E! . He beld th n 
positions u ntil the work \vaa completed in 1884 when be was appoio::' 
custodian of the new edifice. He held this office until 1890 when be WaB 

p laced in charge of the Capitol grounds. At the World's Columbian Ex­
p<lsition General Wright oouducted a directory for furnishing inlorma.tion 
t o visitors from I owa. In 1895 he was appointed a member of the board 
of public works for the city of Des Moines which position he held I.t the 
time of his death. Iowa never had II. more useful and .:onseientious public 
officer than General Ed. Wr ight. When his death occlUred on the 5th of 
December, 1895, h is body lay in stare at the Capitol where thousands of 
citiZCIlll paid their respects to t he man who served the State so well for 

nearly half a century. 

GEORGE F. WRIGHT wall born in Warren, Vennont, December 5, 
1833. He was reared on a farm, and when eighteen years of age nl, 
tended West Randolph Academy. He came to I owa in 1855, locating at 
Keosauqua. wbcr e he began th study of law in t he ofIio:e of Judge Geor ge 
G. Wright, and was admitted to the bar in 1857. At llle beginning of the 
Ciyil\Var he helped to rai!!fl a military company of whieh he was chosen first 
lieutenant. I,ater al the request of Governor Kirkwood Lieuu;n ant Wright 
organized a company of State militia of which he was commissioned cap­
ta in. In 1868 Mr. Wright removed to Council Bluffs where be became a 
law partner with Judge Galeb Baldwin; the firm r anked high and became 
attorneys for several railroads. In 1875 M r. Wright Wlto!' elec:led to the 
State Sennte from the district consisting of the counties of Mills and 
Pottawattamie, scrving in the S ixteenth and Seventeenth General As­
semblies. In 18;9 Mr. Wright was appointed by Judge Dillon United Stalet! 
Commissioner, and later held the same position under Judge Woolson for 
the Southern District of Iowa. In 1896 he was chosen vice-president for 
I owa of the Trans·Mississippi Exposition at Omaha_ Mr. Wright Wit.! 

onc of the organil'lers of the company which built tl1e bridge :lCrO»8 t106 
Minouri River bet,,·een Council Bluffs and Omaha . 

GEORGE G. WRIGHT was born in Bloomington, Indiana, March 24., 
1820. He graduated B.t the State Univereity and stpdiw law with his 
older br other , J oseph A., who became II- distinguished atalesman. In 184.0 
George G. came to Iowa Territory, locating at Keosa.uquB.. wbere he OCglln 

to practice his profession. In 184(1 he was choscn Prosecuting Attorney 
and in 184.8 was elected to the State Senate for B.. term of four yean. He 
WB.S nominated for Representa.tive in Congress for the Fint District by 
the Whiga in 1850 but wall defeated by So small majority. In 1855 be 
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bee' me Chief Justice 01 the Supreme Court aDd remained on the bench 
for fifteen years. In 1870 he WIIS chosen United States Senator, serving 
six y ~BU. Mr. Wright removed to Des Moines in 1865 a nd was for many 
rears pruident () f the Stale AgTicultural Society. In company with Judge 
Cole he tlliabl ished the I owa Law School which lfur some yeau was re · 
movtd to lowll. City and beeame the Law Department of the State Univer­
sity. Judge Wright continued to be one of the iectuT{!n; before the La,,,, 
Deplrhnent of the Unh-enity ., long at he lived. After retiring from 
law practice and public li fe, Judge Wright. was for many years one of the 
di r~lor. of the Chicag<), Rock Iiland &. Pacific Railroad Company. He 
was one of t.ilt organiRr s a nd pres ident. of the Scc::urity Loan and Trust 
Company and of the Polk County Savings Dank. In lS92 he was elected 
president of the P ioneer Lawmakers' Association, a position he held at 
the lime of hb death., January ll , 18D6. It was as a judge of the 
!':"nreme Court that he woI1 enduring fame. B iB term of service embraced 

~ riod of important changes i n fundamental judicial systems of the 
.., ... te and his opinions e,;tend through thirty "olumes of the State report... 
Judge J ohn F_ Dillon, who was long U5O<' iated with him on the bench 
?Tote al! folloW'S of his abi lity and ~ervi('n: 

" Of his IN rning as a lawyer and mtrita as a judge, no diffe rence of 
opinio n, 110 far as I know, e"H existed a mong tbe bar and the people of 
10Wl. The vudiet of the bar on this subject is that, take him all In all, 
he bad 110 equal among the State's Chid Justice. or Judges in ber jud icial 
hbtory. Some may have had in special and ucepUonal lines superior 
gifts, or 8ullerior learning, but take him a ll in 1111 he easi!~- stands con· 
spicuous nnd foremost . H e was a Jiving digest of the legislation and dc· 
rlsions or Lh e State. He euried in his memory every important cue tllRt 
had ever been dedded, and lhus kept the lines of judicial decisions con­
sisten t. As a pre~iding officer he wu without an equal. He had remark­
Ible executive ability_ li e presided wilh dignity, maintained the utmoat 
decorum in his ('(Iurt, and yet no member of the ba r, I believe, ever felt th:1t 
he was llppressive llr tha.t he in any way enerollehed upon their legit imate 
righ~ or privileges. He had almost in perfection what I may call the 
judicia l temperament. He showed abllO lute impartiality, had great patience 
of res('nrch Ilnd abo'-e all a level headed judgment and strong, sure footed 
comtnon senS(!. 

Combining these mer its and qualitie~ wilh ample learning in hi. prn­
ftSllion , it is no marvel that the bll r of Iowli 110\d him and his memory in 
$lIch deserved honor." 

JOSE PH A. O. YEOMAN was horn a t W~sh ington Court House, Ohio, 
in 1842. He r('ceived Il good education and studied law. When the War 
of the Rebellion beg~n he enlisted It! a private in the Fint Ohio Caval ry. 
He wa, a most daring soldier and was soon promoted to the ronk of 
capta in. His war recor d was a brilliant one. Be was a dashing officer, 
.hrewd in planl and prompt in action ; a typical cavalryman in a war 
wbue that branch of the lIervice wII5 a most important factor . He WII 

lIelt1:ted to command a picked body of cavalry in the pursuit 01 the Con-
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EDWARD H. STILES 

For lTlany years a member of the Iowa Bar; member of ita House 
of Representatives, 1863-1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re­
porter of its Supreme Court. 1867-1875; author of Complete Digest 
of its Decisions from the earliest Territorial period to the 56th Iowa 

Reports. 

"In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which We cannot be 
deprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory 
and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated 
before the mind. compensate, and more than <;ompensate, for the alternate 
pleasu res and cares of active life,"- SIR ARCH IBALD ALLISON. 

"Personal a n ecdotes. when charac teristic . greatly enliven the pages of 

a biography."- SAMUEL SM ILES. 
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and did not return to Iowa t ill the tlnlt land sale in 1838. By this time I .as 
satistled to take my chances In Iowa for a home. I ordered a $5.000 Invoice of 
goods from New York City and they were lost In the Gulf In tranait. but being well 
Insured I was not tbe ioser, the stock was duplicated and came forward and was 
considered the largest assortment brought to Iowa at that time. 1 presume I am 
tbe earliest pork packer and shipper In the State. I Bupplled the post at "Raccoon 
Forks" with commissaries aud transferred them from St. Louis by steamboat In 
1840. I built and run the first flat boat of pork on the Des Moines river. In all 
my flat boating 1 can remember of s inking but three laden wltb pork I!-nd grain and 
one of them was sunk twice, IIrst at Bentonsport and Dext at Croton dam, but all 
was saved and proved satisfactory Investments, notwithstanding the extra expense 
caused by shipwreck. The Dext decade brought the river improvement. It was 
Ii. g rand boom tor the Valley tor a short time; but the volume of water was foun d 
too great to warrant and Justify the Improvement. After a fair trial It proved 
to be behind the age and 1<ot suited to the wants of the Valley. As I had in· 
augurated navigation and ' run" the nut Itat boat laden with pork. it was my 
province to re-open navigation In the spring of 1851. The Valley was sulferlng 
greatly. owing to the mill ot:structlona In the river. and the demand fo r navigation 
caused me to visit St. LoUis lLnd charter the steamer "Jenny Lind and barge," and 
load them with merchandise supplies for the Des Moines river. I gave timely 
notice to the mill owners to !lave their lock! and gates In working order, but. when 
we arrived at Farmin&ton w :;, fou nd the locks and gates 80 dilapidated they would 
not open. Here the great 'lueatlon of legal right to open was sprung and I 
responded by commanding Captain Allen to pull out the gates and go ahead. My 
order was obeyed and SUCCei'lB c rowned ou r efforts. This limel,. movement proved 
a blessing to the e uUre VaHcy. as the navigation of the river from that time was 
never obstructed until the iron horse was made to supersede botb river and 
s lack·water navigation. In the language of Governor Grimes, this timely and 
modest movement In behalf of the public good he regarded as one of tbe &reat 
ev ents the people or the Valiey should ever be proud of. When the "Jennie Lind" 
reached Des Moines, from St. Louis. wltb a full cargo of supplies, It opened 
both the bearts and purses of the merchallla of the city. A reeeption was ten· 
dered Captain Allen and myself fo r our successful voyage and all the hopllalltles 
of the ci ty bestowed. A company was soon formed, a boat purchased and put in 
the St. Louis t rade. 

As one of Ihe commissioners of the Del Moilles River Improvement Company, 
he saved to the State a vasl acreage of land, and demonstrated that Ihe whole 

scheme wa5 futile and impracticable. H e would have 611cd any office within the 
gift of the p!Qple with c redit , and was several times solicited to become a candidate 

for Governor and Congressman, but steadily refused these prolfen. H e was born 
in South Coventry, Conne<.bcut, in 1810, and died at K eosauqua, in 1901. 

George C. Wright and Joseph C. Knapp. 

I join these men because they were very near to each other and associated as 

law partners for many years. Judge Wright was one of the Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Iowa during most of the time I wu its Reporter, and from this and other 
associations, I came to know him intimately. H e died in 1896. For more than 
half a century his name had been a familiar one, intimately . associated with the 
progress and currenl history of the State. The mature yean of his long and busy 
life were devoted to its interests with a purpose u steadfut as it was heroic. H e 
was not only one of the most widely known men of the commonwealth, but one of 

the most popular. He had been a favorite with the people throughout his entire 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

RECOLLECTIONS AND SKETCHES 

career. The causes for this general popularity lay in his intrinsic character and 
make.-:up. In appearance and bearing. he was very attractive. He w .. lk.cd with a 
limp owing to a defective limb. but notwithstanding. his figure was good. his face 
classical. his countenance always beaming with good will. He loved the pioneers. 
the old seulers. and they were always at ease with each other. He delighted in the 
narration of early events; his memory was extraordinary and he wu able to recog~ 
nize and never failed to greet any man with whom he h .. d had the least acquaint­
ance. This faculty greatly facilitated the renewal and continuance of his early 
acquaintances. He frequently delivered addresses to and about men of the early 
period. and especially those related to Van Buren County. fu instances. he deliv~ 
ered one before the Library Auociation of Keosauqua in 1856. and another before 
the Pioneer Law Maken' Association of Van Buren County. in 1872. ID the coune 
of which he went into the minutest details respecting the early settlements and set~ 
tiers in that county-giving the names I.If the different pioneers. the dates of their 
coming. just where they settled. their cl.lurse of life. and in many cases the names 
and dates of birth I.If their children. These narrations. like all his olMn. were in­
terspersed with incidents and anecdotes which were interesting to k(lOw. These 
qualities brought and k.ept him very close to men of the early time and their descend­
ants. He wu exceedingly affable and always approachable to the humblC$1 cit· 
Izen. He had reflected deeply and cl.lmprehensively on the affairs of the wl.lrld 
and was an excellent judge of human nature. He was ~ full of p leasantry and 
good nature that I do not believe anyane ever engaged in a converntion of any 
length with him without being told some apropros anecdote or incident that would 
provoke a smile and give a pleasant impression. It will be readily appreciated that 
these combined qualitiC$ made him greatly beloved by the people. and they were 
always ready to ralty to his support. There was no office within their gift that he 
could not have obtained for the asking. Indeed, he did receive at their hands the 
highest honors of the State. For 6heen years he was a Judge. and a portion of the 
time Chief Justice of its Supreme Court: then its United States Senator. In respetl 
to the latter position. he had a most formidable rival in the penon of William 8. 
Alliwn. who for 50 many yeau subsequently represented Iowa in tile United States 
Senate with a distinctian which rivaled that of any af his cl.lmpee" in that body. 
The only objection I had tl.l Judge Wright was the chiUacter of his hilndwriting. 
which wu the most difficult chirography that I have ever beheld. In dige5ting his 
opinians. while preparing my head notes, I had often great difficulty in ascertaining 
what he had written. These opinions. too. were written in his best and most 
legible style and were not quilt so bad a5 some of his more hastily prepared produc. 
tions. H e sent me many yeau ago for my use in this wl.lrt, quite a lot of hastily 
written memoranda. which after repeated efforts to decipher. I gave up as impossible. 

As a summary of his personal trails; In public affairs he was extremely cau~ 

tious. He was not a bold and aggressive leader of men. His popularity was whol ~ 
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ly due to other sources. His good humor and cheerfulness were perennial. His 
attractive person, his still more attractive, 6nely lineated face carried Oil ray of sun­
sh ine that enlivened all surroundings. 

His manner was urbane and graceful. and "on his unembarrassed forehead, 
nature had written 'Gentleman.''' He was, in short, one of the m05t lovable of 
men: he drew everybody to him. As for myself, my affectionate vCIleration was 
such that I dedicated to him my "Digest of Supreme Court Decisions," published in 
the early seventies; and on the occasion of his death, made a plea for a statue to his 
memory in a communication addressed to and published in the Des Moines Slate 

Register of January 24, 1896. 

As a .Judge, he has had few equals and no superiors in the history of the Su­
preme CQl.\rt of the S late. His numerous decisions constitute one of the principal 
ba3CS of ib jurisprudence and will serve to peq>etuate his judicial fame throughout 
all its future period. His associates on the bench were John F. Dillon, Ralph P. 
Lowe and Chester C. Cole, and it was this rare judicial aTTay that principally con­
tributed in giving to the Supreme Court of Iowa the distinction throughout the entire 
country of being one of the very strongest in the land. Among these it goes with­
oul: saying. none was more conspicuous than Judge Wright. H e possessed those 
four qualities which Socrates declares to be the requisites of a judge: To hear 
cOllrteousiy, to answer wisely. to consider soberly, and to decide impartially. His 
published opinions are models of unaffected wisdom and force_ With no attempt 
at learned display, they grasp with all the force of reason the naked points of con­

troversy and trenchantly carry them to lucid conclusions. 

Nothing that I can say of him as a judge would furnish as reliable an estimate 
as that contained in the following letter of that great lawyer and judge, John F. 

O;:Uon, to the Pioneer Law Makers' Association, read at its reunion of 1898: 

I esteem It one of the felic ities of my profess ional career tbat I was associated 
for Six years with Judge Wright on the Supreme Court bench of the State of lows. 
It Is scarcely necessary for me to express my opinion of his learning as a lawyer. 
and his merits as a judge. No dltrerence of opinton on this Bubject. so far as I 
know, ever existed among the bar and the people of Iowa. The verdict of the 
bal" on this subject is that, take him all In all, he had no equal amoog the state's 
chief justices or judges in her judicial history. Some of them may "have had, in 
special and exceptional lines, superior gifts, or superior learning, but as I have 
jm!!t said, take him all in ali, he easily stands conspicuous and foremost. To those 
who served on. the bench with htm, and to the bar who practiced during the period 
of his long connection with the court. the reasons for thts are nOl dlmcult to find. 
I may refer to some of them briefly. 

Firat among these reasons may be mentioned his zeal and conscientiousness 
In the performance of hts omclal duties. As Chief Justice he was always present : 
and. i1avillg control of the deliberattons ot the Court, would never coosent to 
adjourn any term until every case which had been argued or submitted was con­
sldere!!.. The period of my association with him was when there was no rule 
requtrlng the records and arguments to be printed. They were mostly in writing. 
Judge Wright was a rapid and most excellent reader; and his invariable habit 
during our consultations, In ali cases submitted, was, first, to take up the argument 
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of the appellant ; read It: next the argument of the appellee; then any reply, 
referring to tbe record wbenever neceasary; tben to insilt on a full dlscul8lon and 
a vote. I believe I may sa(ely a.ft\rm that no case was decided during these six 
yean tbat I was on the bench wltbout this "formula" haying been complied with. 
No cue was assigned, previous to full consideration among the judges, for exami­
nation and an opinion by a single judge. I verily belteve that the admitted excel· 
lence of the judgments of the Supreme Court of Iowa during the period of Judge 
Wright's incumbency of the office of Chief Justice, is due to the course of procedure 
above mentioned. 

Another characteriltlc of Judge Wright was his intimate knowledge and 
memory of the legislation and course of decisions in the State. He was a living 
digest of thelle decisions. He carried In his memory every Important case that 
had ever been decided, and thus kept the lines of judicial decision conslstenL 

As a presiding officer he was wlUlOut any equal. He had remarkable executive 
ability. He presided with dignity; maintained the utmost decorum In his court, 
and yet no member of the bar, I beUeye, ever felt that he was exacting, oppressive, 
or that be in any way encroached upon their legitimate rights and prlYileges. He 
had almost In perfection what I may call the "judicial temperament." He showed 
absolute Impartiality. had great patience of research, and aboTe aU, a level-headed 
judgment, and strong, sure-footed common sense. Combining these merits and 
qualities with ample learning In his profession, it is no mSf'I'el that the bar of Iowa 
hold him and his memory In such dellerved honor. 

H is miscellaneous reading had not been wide ; his acquaintance wi th English or 
classic literature, slight. None of his compositions a re adorned with decorative 
drapery_ I do not think thai in any of his writings can be foun d the employment of 

Latin or other foreign phrases, save in those terms and expressions which have been 
preserved in the law: but they are none the less fo rceful. and ohen traced in elevated 

lines. 

His notions concerning the j udicial office were of the highest order. P erfeel 
independence of the judiciary was his ideal. and when a portion of the press joined 
in a denunciation of the judges, one of whom was Judge J ames C. Day, who united 
in the opinion of the Supreme Court. deelaring what was known as the prohibition 
amendment to the Constitution void, it made him indignant. though he was not then 
on the bench. Stirred with this feeling, he wrote me the following leiter, which 

clearly reveals his views on the subjed: 
Des Moines, May 2, 1883. 

Dear Stiles: AI you value the independence of the judiciary, the integrity of 
courts and the good name of the State, I hope you will stand a8 a wall of fi re 
agaiost this most iniquitous c lamor that four judges shOuld be outraged and dis· 
graced because they had the "courage of their convictions." I do not care about 
the case, nor the decision . nor how It was decided, but I do care, when It Is propolled 
to appeal from the Court to Slate Conventions and town meetings. I know your 
views must be In accord with mine on this subject, and I only write that It may be 
made the more certain I.hat Wapello County be t rul y represented. I do not propose 
that Judge Day shall go down before this unjust whirlwind. 

Your friend ever, George G. Wright. 

I feel privileged in saying that to this I made the following reply : 

Ottumwa, May 3, 1883. 
Dear J udge: Youn; relating to Judge Day is received. I cordially endorse ill; 

sentiment. To allow Ule slaughter of Judge Day for performing a duty 10 ac· 
cordance with his conscience as a judge and which to have shrunk from would have 

, , 
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been moral cowardice, will never do. In my judglllen t the clalllor that certain news· 
papers have made against, and the opprobrium they have sought to throw upon the 
Judiciary or our State, has done more to corrupt the political morals or our people 
than anything that has occurred in my time. I propose to stand by Judge Day, 
and I believe thal Is the general senti men t here. 

j udge W right wu born in Bloomington, Indiana, 1820, and graduated from 
the University of that State in 1839. H e studied law with his brother, j oseph A. 
Wright, who was at one time. Governor of Indiana, and afterwards U nited States 
Minister to Germany. He was admitted to the bar in 1840, and during that year 
came to and commenced the practice of his profession in Keosauqua. In 1844 he 
fo rmed a partnership with .f. c. Knapp. under the firm name of Wright & Knapp. 
which continued till his removal to Des'Moines in 1865 . In 1647 he became 
PrO$C(:uting Attorney for Van B uren County: in 1848 he was elected to the State 
Senate and served in that capacity two terms; in the fall of '850 he was nominated 
by the Whigs of that district for Congress. but it had a clear Democratic majority. 
and hi, opponent. Bernhart H enn. was elected. In 1853. when General George 
W. j ones was re.-elected to the U nited States Senate, W right was nominated by the 
Whig caucus and received the vote of the Whig members of the General Assembly. 
H e was then but thirty-three years of age. In 1855 he was elected as one o f the 
j udges of the Supreme Court of the State and served until 1659, but declined a re­
nomination. In the following summer. 1860. however. he was appointed by Gov­
ernor Kirkwood to fill the vacancy on that bench. occasioned by the death of judge 
Stockton. At the end of that term. he was re.-elected for a term of six yeau from 
the nrst of j anuary. 1866. In january. 1870. he was elected to the United 
States Senate for a fu ll term commencing M arch 4. 1871. in consequence of which 
he rC$igned his p lace on the bench. In the Senate he served on the important com­
mittees of judiciary. nnance, claims. the revision of the laws and on Civil service 
and retrenchment. In the performance of these duties. he won a high position in 
that distinguished body. but at the end of the term. absolutely declined a re.-election. 
H e was elee.ted in 1860 P resident of the State Agricultural Society and served five 

. yean in that capacity. 

While in Keosauqua, H enry C. Caldwell was added to the firm of Knapp & 
W right. W hile in Des Moines. at the close of his te rm in the Senate. the judge 
became a member of the firm of Wright. Catch &. Wright. composed of himself. his 
son, Thomas S., and Colonel C. H . Gatch. In 1681 the firm was composed of 
j udge Wright, his som. Thomas S. and Carroll Wright. and A . 8. Cummins. 
afterward Governor and U nited S tates Senator. In the fall of 1865. after he had 
removed to Des M oines. he. with j udge C. C. Cole. established the 6rst law school 
WC$t of the Mississippi River. After the 6ut year. P rof. W. C. Hammond. 
afterward Chancellor of the Law Department of the Washington University at St. 
Louis. accepted a position with them. giving his entire time to the Khool. In 1 868 
the law $Chool was removed to Iowa City. and became the law department of the 
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State University, judge! Wright and Cole becoming law lecturers of the department. 
He took great interest in this work; his last lecture before the department wu in 
June, 1896. and in it he referred with pathetic eloquence to his co-workers of the 
past. who had been his associatC3 in laying the foundations of the State. In 1879 
he was elected a director in the Chicago, R ock Island & Pacific Railroad Company. 
The State is not only indebted to him for wise decisions moulding its jurisprudence. 
but for introducing into its early laws beneficent measures that have been enduring. 
He prepared and introduced both the bills which passed into laws. abolishing im­
prisonment for debt, and the creation of homestud uemption. 

Among the sons of judge Wright were three who became eminent lawyers. 
Thomas S. Wright was General Counsel for the C. R. I. & P. Railway 
Company, He died suddenly, while on a visit to New York some yean ago. 
Craig L Wright went from Des Moines to Sioux City and formed a partnership 
with William L. joy. This firm continued to be one of the strongest legal firms in 
that part of the State for many years, This Ion died at Los Angeles in 1915. 
Carroll Wright. who died many years ago. was the General Attorney from Iowa of 
the C. R. 1. & P. Railway Company, 

Joseph C. Knopp, in appearance, temperament. bearing. disposition- in the 
tout ensemble of his characteristics. was in striking contrast to his long-time partner. 
judge Wright. He was a man of moods. sometimes blunt. gruff. apparently un­
sociable, devoid of popular traits and cared nothing for public opinion. He was 
really a great man, and had his lot been cast in a large city. rather than a country 
town, he would have attained a national reputation. He needed the stimulus of great 
demands and the execution of great purposes. He did not have these. and lapsed 
into the inertia of his surroundings. He had a great contempt for little things, and 
I think became discontented with his environments. But it was too late' in life to 
change, and he lingered and died in Keosauqua, H e was leonine in appearance 
and character. but it took something more th'an the ordinary to arouse him. But 
when once aroused. he was a veritable jupiter T onam and made everything around 
him tremble. I heard him when thus waxed. make the closing argument in the 
slander case of Bizer vs. Warner, tried in our Court at Ottumwa fifty years ago. and 
it made 'my youthful blood tingle. He was a pretty regular atlendant of our Court 
during the early part of my professional life. He subsequently became the Judge 
of our District Court and it was my fortune to try a good many cases before him, 
At that time he was somewhat advanced in years. and the lapse of time had con~ 
siderably toned down his youthful fires, His reputation as a great lawyer over~ 
shadowed his reputation as a judge, and was co-extensive with the State. 

Anecdotes. when apt, sometimes serve to illustrate a man's traits. I have said 
that judge Knapp was occasionally gruff. The following incident related to me by 
judge Robert Sloan. who lived in the same town. and was for many yean a dis--
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pract iced for a lilne at IconiUlII, Appanoose coun ty, 
and in Fehrn:uy, 1862, mo\"ed to Monroe county. 

On the nd of October, , 86:. Dr. Lambert was 
commissioned assistant surgeon of Ihe 6th Iowa In­
fantry; served in that vosilion until Novembe r, 1864, 
when he w .. ~ .1ppOinled sll rgeon of the same regi_ 
men t, and thlls remained IIl1til the war closed, being 
the last man of the regiment muste red oui. 

On leaving the service IIr. Lambert located al 
Lancaster, Mis..~Hl ri; remained there tlnti[ October, 
1867, wht'n he rfdllTiled to ,\lhi .. , which has since 
been his home and the scene of his eminent success 
in businen. lie makes a specialtv of su rgery, prof­
iting by his diM.: ipli ne in the arlllY, and he has an 
extensive pract ice. He is surgeon for the Chicago, 

BurlinKton and Quincy Rail way Company, ' a~d- \s ;;~1~~ . 
weI! known far up and down this road. He has the '..:''i·.',; hi'" 

( .' -, confidence 0 the people wherever known ; is blessed • . J..,. 
with a vigorous mind and a disposition to feed it. . 'fj 

I • .i.!:" 
Dr. Lambert al\\'ays votes the republican ticket, ' ~ ,. 

and is as active in poJilks as his utcDsivt practice .: '. ~ 
will permit him to be . . li e is a Royal Art h Mason. , • • ;, . t I 

In Ju ne, 1857, Miss Oli\'l~' } . Benge, of Bloomlicld. · },~',,:::y*, 
Iowa, wa~ joined in wedlock with Dr. LambCft, and ,~ '~~'I)' I 
thc fruit of th ei r union has lotto stven childr,cQ,.ll ' .. ~ :',l ' 
living bu t two. . '" 

Dr. Lambert is a membe r of the Monroe County ·;~rj' 
Medical Society, of the Des Moines Valley Medic.a.1 :'4:; 
Association, al1d of the Stille Medical Society, and .. 
has an excellent standi ng in the fra ternity. 

. .... 

HO N. GEORGE G. WR IGHT. 
DES M OINES. 

G
E()R(;I~ (;IU IVE R WRIla -r " , late Uni ted 

Stil.tes s .. nator, wu the son of J ohl1 Wright, a 
mechanic, and Kachel Sellman , and was born in 
Bloomington, India na, on the l 4th of March, 18zo. 
The pro!:~l1itor of the family in thi ~ country " 'IS a 
n~tive of Wal e~, and among th e early settlers in 
Pennsylvania. The Seamens were from England. 

George G. Wil ~ educated at the State Unive rsity, 
located in his n~tive town, sraduilting in ,839. H e 
read law with an elder brOlher, the Illte Han . Jose ph 
A. Wr ight, once governor of I ndiana, il.l1d subse_ 
quently minisler to Berlin, where h .. died in 1861. 

Th e subject of this sketch wa~ ~dl1lilled to the bar 
in 1840, an d in Novembe r of the same year located 
at Keosalil lua, \ ' 3n Buren county, Iowa, where he 
commenced legal practice and cont inned it until his 
removal to Des Moines, on Ih~ 20th or October, 
1865. Whi le I .. w has been the profenion of Sen­
alar Wrigh t, and while he is now of the fi rm of 
Wright, Gatch and Wright , he has had bill lillie 
time for practice for the last twen ty yea rs or more, 
for he ha, heen "Imost constantly in the service of 
the state in some cal,adly, in the legislature, on the 
bend1 or il\ Ihe upper hOllse of congress. In t841 
he was IIT05eclltins attorney for Van Buren coun ty; 
the next year hc was ciected to the state senate, and 
served two terms, becoming the leader of that body 
on the whig side. In 185J, when General George 
W. J ones was elected Uniled States sellator, the 
democrat s of the stat e and the legislatu re being ill 

8, 

t he Inajori ty, Mr. \yrisht received the vote of his 
par ty for that office. III tbe winte r of 1854-5 he 
was elected chief-justice of Iowa. In 1859, when 
the supreme judges were elected under the new con­
sl itution, be refll ~ed to run for the office. In the 
snmme r of the next year, however, on the death of 
Judge Stockton, Govcrnor Kirkwood appointed 
J udge Wright to fill the vacancy, and at the nut 
gene ral election the people sllnctioned the gover_ 
nor's choice, Judge Wright filling out the unexpired 
term o f J udse Stockton, wh il;h ended on the JISt of 
Decemher, t86s. In the autumn previoul tbe peo­
ple bad reelected Judge Wrigh t for a term of si:l 
years endin g on the J i st of December, 18n. He 
left the bench on the 151 or September, 1870,10 oc­
cII I'y th e office or United States senator, to which 
he was elec ted by the gcneral assembly on the 18th 
of January, 1870. During tbe six years tha t he wu 
in congress he was on the committees on finance, 
judiciary, claims., rcvision of the laws, and on. ciwil 
service and retrellt.:hment. Part of tbis time he was 
chairman of the committee on claims. While in 
the senate he was all indefatigable .,orker, looking 
at all t imes to the best interes ts of the state and of 
his country. 

Senator Wright declined to be a candidate for re­
election to the United States senate, much to . the ' 
regret of many thousand personal friends. 

As' may be inferred rrom what we hue already 
written, Senator Wrigbt was originally a .. whig. 

',.;, .... ., ._ .. -or-.... 
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Against hi, protest hi, party ran him for th e lowe r 
house of congress in 18S0, in a st rong democratic 
distric t, where the best he cou ld do, and what he 
did do, was to reduce the usual majority. He aidtd 
in forming the republican party in Iowa, :lIld it is to 

hi, influence and that of • fc,,' othe r tanolid, lOIl_ 

.cientious and eloquent spukers, that the party 
owes, in a great measure, its strength in the Slate. 
. But while Senator Wright has been \:ITgel)' identi­
fied with the politics of Iowa for the last thiT.I)' yC.1r~. 
he has done much good service to the sl:lt" in other 
respects. From 1860 to 1865 he was pu:sidcnl of 

. the State Agricultural Societ)', and worked zealously 
for the widen ing and It r~nglhening o f it ~ innucnc:c. 
H i, annual addresses delivered during 11lI1~e years 
showed that he had give n no inCOl1$iderable atten­
tion to other ~ lI bj ects besides law and politics. 

In the autumn of IUS he and judge C. C. Cole 
organized, at Des Moines, the Iowa La\\' Schnol, 
which, th rc:e years later, was removed to Iowa City 
and made a branch of the State University. In 
educational mailers generally he has taken a livel)" 
in terest; has done valuable work at sundry timel> on 
the local school board, and is president of the board 
of trustees of Simpson Centen:l.IY College, a Meth_ 
odist institu tion located at Indianola, Warrcn ~·nunl)'. 

H e has long been connected with the Methodist 
Episcopal chnrch; and is one of it5 leading laym~n 
in I owa. No man in the state, of any denomina. 

lion, h3s a higher moral and r'eligious standing. He 
is a chri~lian sta tesman of the nobiesl type. 

Superior natural abilities, e~te n sive legal learning 
a nd a broad and libe ra l culture, combined with ra re 
p nu;tical sagacit)', have concurred to make him 
prom inen t among -the foremost law)"eTl and jurists 
of the cou ntry. A ready and comprehensive grasp 
of C:l~es, with the quick discrimination and rapid 
analysis wi th which he at once sellarales and seizes 
upon the vital and malerial points, en"ble him as it 

lawyer :lhllo~ t in luitively to comprehend the merits 
and delllcri l ~ of every cause or queslion presented 
10 h im. As a judge, with unswerving integrity and 
unrieldinl; lirmnen, he invariahly cut his way to 
what seemed the very right of 3 case, regardless 
ali ke of specious technicalities on the one hand and 
false sentimentalism 011 the other, detec ting at a 
glan ce all chicanery and artifice, and <"Juietly h rush. 
ing :'lway a ll sophis tries 'lnd fallacious renonings. 

The wife of Senator Wright he found in Iowa; 
Miss Mary H . Dibble, of Van Buren cou nty, daugh­
ter o f judge T humn Dibble, formerly of New York. 
They I\'ere married on the 19th of October, 1843, 
and haye had seyen children, six of them yet liying. 
Thomas is married, and is one of hi~ father's law 
I'arl net~; Craig al~o has a ,vi fe, :lnd i ~ an :lttorney 
ill Sio\l~ Ci l)" Iowa; Mary is the wife o f Frank H. 
Peayy, of Siou~ Cit)· ; the other three, Carroll, Lucia 
H. and t; eorge G., are single. 

H ON, j AOIES H, ROTHROCK , 

TIPTON. 

JAMES HARVEY ROTHROC K, no.,- Oil 1he 
supreme bench of Iowa, is a native of Millrn)" 

Pennsylvania,and was born on the 1st of Jlme. 182')_ 

H e is a son of joseph Rotht()ck , a tanner i111(1 farmn, 
and Sarah McKinn ey. The Rotlllocks lI'ere 1-l lIl;lIe­
nots, driyen to H olland and came thence to the 
United States in the early p:HI of the colon ;al pcriod. 
The maternal great.grandfather of J ame~ H. lI'as a 
captain during the revolutionary war. j 05cl,h Rnth_ 
rock tnoved to Adams county, Ohio, "' hen hi~ son 
was about nine year!; old, and there the latte r \\'as 
reared on a fa rm and in a tan· yard. H e fitted for 
college at Felicity, Ohio; entered l-' ra'lklin College, 
New Athens, and left at the cC?mmencement of the 
junior year; read law with E. 1'. Evans, of W~st 
U nion, Ohio, and was admitted to the bar at Colul1l-

" 

11115 in h : hrll.uy, 185.1. He practiced six years in 
(;reel,field, !-lij;hland county, and one )'car ~t Hills­
horo, in the ~a l11e connt)', and in july, 1860, settled 
in T ipton, Iowa. H ne, after two ye:l1$· practice, he 
cnlisted in hi .• count ry's service, going inlo Ihe army 
in Allg11~1, , 662, as lieutenant ·colonel of the 35th 
Iv,y;! Inf~nl r y. At the end of one ye:lr, owing to 
din.hilit)" , he was ouliged to re~ign. RetllTll i"g to 
Tipton, hc n'$umed practice and continucd it until 
JantHlr)" 1867, when he wenl on the uench in the 
cighth judic:ial dist rict. He was reeleCled twice, and 
during his t h ird tcrm, in February, 1876, he I\'as ap, 
pointed to the supreme bench in pursuinte of an ac t 
o f t he legislatme increasing the n\lmber of judges of 
the supreme court, H e was elected by the people in 
the autumn of the same year. As a jurist he is reo 
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HONORABLE GEORGE GROVER WRIGHT 
George was born March 24,1820 at Bloomington, Indiana, son of John and Rachel 

(Seeman) Wright. His father was of Welsch ancestry and native of Pennsylvania, came 
from Wales in 1720, dying in Indiana when George was just five years old. His mother 
brought the family to Iowa, during territorial days. She died at Keosauqua in 1850. 
Because of health reasons, George was unable to participate in any sports and he found 
companions in books, learning from them . He was awarded a free schlorship from the 
University ofIndiana, graduating in 1839, with high honors at the age of nineteen. 

He studied law in Rockville, Indiana with his brother Joseph, who was Governor of 
Indiana and was admitted to the Bar in 1840. Detennined to try his fortunes in Iowa, he 
went down the Wabash and Ohio Rivers and up the Mississippi to Burlington, traveled by 
stage to Keosauqua, settling there and began to practice law. 

Senator Wright was married on October 19, 1843 to Mary Hannah (listed as Hannah 
Mary in another source) Dibble or Van Buren County. daughter of Judge Thomas Dibble, 
and Ruth (Gates) formerly of Saratoga, New York. Mary came to Van Buren County, 
Iowa in 1839. She descended from one of the old colonial families of New England, who 
moved from Connecticut to New York early in the eighteenth century. They had six 
children, Thomas S.; Craig L. ; Mary D.; Carroll; Lucia H. ; and George G. 

In 1846~ George was appointed by the court to the office of prosecuting attorney Van 
Buren County. That same year he was nominated the Whig delegate to the territorial 
council , his opponent being his father-in-law, Thomas Dibble, who defeated him. They 
moved to Keosauq';1a, Iowa. [n 1848, he was elected to the State Senate and served for 
two years_ In 1853, he received the Whig vote, but lost. Senator Wright was elected 
Chief Justice of Iowa in 1854-5, and in 1860 Governor Kirkwood appointed him to the 
bench of the Supreme Court. "The most important work of the third session was the 
compliation of the first code putting into statutory fonn the unwritten law on a multitude 
of subjects and the reconstruction of the entire judiciary system. The bulk of the work of 
codifying fell upon Senator Wright, who worked day and night to complete the task. "His 
service on the bench changed the whole entire judiciary system of the state." "The 
opinions of Judge Wright running through the first thirty volumes of lowa Reports, are 
notable models of perspicuity. clearness, and soundness.!! In 1850, Judge Wright was 
nominated for representative to congress, but he was defeated. He received the Whig 
vote, but lost in 1853 . Senator Wright was elected Chief Justice ofIowa in 1854, serving 
for fifteen years. In 1860, Governor Kirkwood appointed him to the bench of the 
Supreme court. 

[n 1865, George moved to Des Moines, becoming associated with Chester C. Cole. 
lin 1870, he was elected (0 the Senate for a full term, but resigned in September I, 1870 
to take the Bench. For five years Judge Wright held the office of the President of the 
State Agricultural Society and organized the Law School at Des Moines, giving lectures. 
"In recognition of his patriotic service, the Military Order of the American Legion of 
Honor made him a member in the third degree, he being only one of three Iowa civilians 
thus honored." 
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George c. Wright (1855 - 1860) 

Served on the Iowa Supreme Court from January 11, 1855, to 
January 11, 1860; and again from June 26, 1860, when he was 
appointed to fill the vacancy occasioned the death of Justice 
Lacon D. Stockton, until he resigned September 1, 1870. He was 
Chief Justice for seven years. 

Born at Bloomington, Indiana, in 1820. He was graduated from 
Indiana University in 1839, and located the next year at 
Keosauqua, Iowa. He was a member of the Second and Third 
General Assemblies. In 1870 he went to the United States 
Senate for one six-year term. 

In collaboration with Justice C. C. Cole, he established at Des 
Moines the first law school west of the Mississippi river. This 
school later became the Law Department of the University of 
Iowa. Justice Wright was a lawyer, judge, legislator, teacher, and 

business man. For many years he was a director of the Rock Island Railroad. He was president of 
the State Agricultu ral Society, president of the Polk County Savings Bank, and an organizer of the 
Pioneer Lawmakers Association. His brother was a Governor of Indiana. 

Justice Wright died in Des Moines in 1896. 

< Previous Next> 
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US Senator. From 1847 to 1848, he was the 
prosecuting attomey of Van Buren County, 
Iowa, and served in the State Senate, 1849 to 
1851. He served on the State Supreme COurt, 
1854 to 1870 and as president of the Iowa 
Agricultural Society, 1860 to 1865. In 1871, he 
was elected as a Republican Senator from Iowa 
to the United States Senate, serving until 
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ancestry 
You searehed for George G. W right in Iowa 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Nam{': George G Wright 

Ilirth Yl'''l': aht 1821 

Hirth Pla<.:<:: Indiana 

Gt:nder: Male 

Marital Status: Married 

O.:nsus Date: 1885 

l{c$idcnl-e State: io~ 

Hl'Sidcnec COUllt)": Polk 

Locality: Des Moines 

Roll: 1A1885-249 

Li(w: '3 

Family Number: 795 

Ncighhurs: View others on p.1ge 
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Mcmbcn;: 

Sou."" ("["..mallo,,, 

George G Wright 

Hannah M Wright 
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Le,inia Windbar 
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You searched for ~orge Grover Wright in Iowa 

Biographical Directory of the United States Congress, 1774-
2005 

N~m~ Ge<,Irge Grover Wright 

Date of Birth 24 Mar t820 

Dale of ()('ath. 11 Jan t8<)6 

~1l'<'te<l Officc{s); Senator, President 

Eb1e<1 Oale(s) 4 Mar 1/:t7l 

State: lowa,lndian.a 

CountlY USA 

kelarioll'5hil' Brother of JoseI'll Albert Wright 

Iliogra['hy: (brother of Joseph Albert Wright), a Senator f .... m Iowa: 

born in lIloomington, Monroe CounIY, Inll, March 24, 

18w; atten<led private .sd>oob; and graduated from 

Indian.o University at Bloomington in 1839; studi..:! law 

in Rockville, Inti. ; admitted to the bar in 1840 and 

rommenced practia: in Keosauqua, Iowa TerritoI)'; 

prosecuting attomeyofVan Buren County, Iowa, 18.\7-

1848; member, Stale senate 1849-1851; justi«ofthe 

State supremccourt 1854-1870; served as president of 

the Iowa ",ricultural Society 1860-1865; moved to Des 

Moines, Iowa, in 1865: one of the founders ofthe College 

of Law, University of Iowa; profeswr in the Jaw 

department of the State university 1865-18'71; elect..:! as 

a Rcpuhlicalllo the United States Senate alld .'IC,,'ed 

from March 4, 1/:t7l,to March 3, 1877; was nol "­

candidate for reelection; ehainnan, Committee on the 

Judicial)' (Forty-second Congress), Committee 011 Civil 
Setvice and Retrenchment (Furty-thitd Congress). 

Committee on Claims (Forty-fourth Congress); ...sumed 

the practice of his profession in Des Moines a nd also 

engaged in banking; president of the Ameriean Bar 

As.wciation 1887-]888; died in Des Moines, Iowa, on 

JanuaJ}' II, 18<)6; ;ntenncnt in Woodland 

Sou...,., IM<on'l"';on, 

~metery.1 Bibliogrnpby: Dictionary of Am" riCll1l 

BiOV<lphy; ~J udJ!e George C. Wright: Annals of Iowa 13 

(July 1922): 383-8'7; Wright, George C. "The WritingS of 

JudgeGeorgeC. Wright." Annals of Iowa II (April 1914): 

~-s;, (July 1914); 431-36; (October 1914): 481-88; 

(JanWll)' 1915): 594-99: 1:2 (July 191,S): "7· :21; (October 

1915): 194-99; 14 (April 1924): :281-86; 15 (October 

1925): '39-45· 
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romprised ofhrief biographical descriptions of evel)' person that has ever 
served as a member of Congress s ince its inception in 1774 up thl'O\ll,h 2005. 
This is approximately 12,000 J>OO1'1e. 
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• ID: 10884 .. VJeff' Post.Dn 
• Name: George Grover WRIGHT 1 

• Sex: M Find Your Family Members Now 
• Birth: 24 MAR 1820 in Bloomington, Monroe Co., IN 1 

• Death : 11 JAN 1896 in Des Moines, IA 1 

3 possible matche~ on Ancestry.com 
ancestry .. Ancestry Hints fOf George Grover WRIGHT 

Father: John WRIGHT b: 23 MAR 1776 in Pennsylvania 
Mother: Rachel SEAMAN b: 1 JUL 1784 in New Jersey 

Marriage 1 Hanna Mary DIBBLE b: 15 AUG 1820 in Saratoga Co. , NY 

• Married: 19 OCT 1843 in Van 8uren County, Iowa 2 

Children 

1, t: Thomas Seaman WRIGHT b: 29 SEP 1844 in Keosauqua, Van 
Buren County, Iowa 
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