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562 THE COURTS AND LEGAL PROFESSION. 

ney for the United States, pro tem, and James Church
man was appointed district attorney pro tem. 

In 1868 the gcn<:ral assembly passed an act creating 
·circuit courts. At the same time the office of county 
judge was abolished, and the bt1siness of that office was 
transferred in part to the circuit court. B. T. Hunt of 
Elkader, was the first circuit judge, his term beginning 
January 1, 1869, and continuing four years: Judge Hnnt 
was succeeded by Chas. T. Granger, of \Vaukon. 

The members of the present bar of Clayton county 
ary: ]. E. Corlett, V. T. Price, Preston & Fletcher, D. D. 
Murphy, Everall & Shulte, .M. Fitzpatrick, A. R. Cole, 
Newberry Bros., M. X. Geske, Thomas Updegraff, Robert 
Quigley, A. Chapin, W. C. McNeil, E. R. Otis, A. H. Bor
man, Chas. E. Scholz, ]. 0. Crosby, F. S. Burling, S. T. 
Richards. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Eliphalet Price was born in ·Jersey City in the state of 
New Jersey on the 31st day of January, 1811, and died at 
Colorado Springs, Colorado, on December 10, 1880. His 
father, Eliphalet Price, was a Presbyterian clergyman 
and instructor in the ci ty of Jersey City, New Jersey. 
Our subject spent his boyhood in the cities of New Jersey 
and New York. He was educated in the common schools 
of his native place and und er the instructions of his father 
until he attained the age of eighteen years, when his 
father took him to New York City and bound him for 
seyen years as an apprentice to learn the trade of a 
painter. He read ]a\\' and was admitted to the bar in 
the district court of Clayton county, Iowa, and at once 
entered upon the practice of his profession. He was 
elected county judge in 1855, and at the expiration of his 
term he found his health so impaired by asthma as to 
render him unable to attend to the business of his clients. 
He then gave such time as his health would permit to 
literature and writing for the newspapers, journals and 

, I 
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CLAYTON, COUNTY. 563 

magazmes. Most of his articles were ·written over his 
name or his Nom de plume of "Black Springs," "Glen 
Fruen," "Alpine Grove,"-those being the names of the 
farms in Clayton county on which he lived at the time he 
wrote. \iVhile .a resident of Colorado Springs, Colorado, 
his Nom de plume was "Mucilage." Many of his articles 
attracted the attention of professors and literary men of 
foreign countries, who translated his articles into their 
languages and published them in their papers with com
ments. He was one of the charter members of the Ma
sonic lodge, Prairie La Porte, No. 147, organi7.ed August 
13, 1859, at Guttenberg, Iowa, and on his death he was 
buried with Masonic honors by his brethren at Colorado 
Springs, and many prominent 1\iasons from Denver, Pu
eblo and other cities were in attendance. And while he 
will long be remembered for his fine interesting conversa
tional powers and high literary attainments, yet he was a 
kind, courteous and social friend to all, whether rich or 
poor, and his sympathies were always aroused at any sign 

· of distress or sorrow, and he was sure to be found "a 
friend in need." 

. Realto E. Price was born in Clayton county, territory 
of Iowa, August I, 1840, being the second white child 
born in the county. His father was the late Hon. Eli
phalet Price and his mother's maiden name was Mary 
Lowe Cottle. The subject of this sketch passed his boy
hood in Clayton county, attending the common schools, 
and later the Upper Iovva University at Fayette, Iowa. 
He read law in the office of Murdock & Hunt, at Elkader, 
for two years and with Odell & Updegraff, McGregor, one 
year. The first-named firm was composed of Judge Sam
ual Murdock and Judge B. T. Hunt, and the latter firm 
of Elijah Odell and Bon. Thos. Updegraff. He was ad
mitted to the bar at the January term, 1863, of the district 
court of Clayton connty, Judge Elias H. \Villiams presid
ing. The examination was conducted by Judge Samuel 

·r 
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ELIPIJ A LET PRH ' E.• 

BY THE L.\TE HON. SAML:EL MURDOCK. 

'v\T e met in early life upon the border, wlwre the civilized 
and savag-e commingled to pursue a tommon road, and for 
more than a third of a century he was my neighbor and my 
friend. and what I have here to say over his past life is but a 
tribute I owe to his distinguished 'rorth. 

?\either in the history of our own eonntry. nor in that of 
any other t·ivilized nation of the globe, has there ever been 
another half eentnry of human affairs in which there has been 
so mueh progress and development, in all the avocations of 
human life, as the one that now closes the career of our la
mented friend. 

He saw the country from the great lakes to the Pacific 
ocean a wilderness and peopled alone by the hunter, and the 
savage, and he saw the same territory rapidly eonverted into 
states and peopled by a ra1·e of men who have converted it 
into bloomin~ farms and fertile gardens; and established over 
all a government and a eivilization Lased upon the principles 
of exaet justiee and self-government, the greatest and perhaps 
the grandest the world ever saw. 

In IH:arly all of this development of empire. of human 
progress, settlement, and western civilization, ·with all their 
attendant ex1·itcments, turmoils and passions. our old friend 
was an ewr eonstant, prominent and untiring' worker, and to 
write the history of such a man, to do justire to his name and 
memory, and to carry him through all the varied scenes and 

• Up to the time of his rf'movn.l to Colorado therE' was no more 
commanding personality In the northeast quarter of this State than 
Hon. Ellphalet Price. Upon the occasion of his death Judge Murdock, 
of Elka<l•·r. wrote this lnt•·r·t-sting- sketch of his life. which was 
publlshPd In a local IH' wspap<>r. It Is d(•.:>med most flttlng to repro
<lucc> the f'kt>tch In thPs<' pagPs ns a part or tlw history of that 
section of the HtatP.-J;::oiTOR OF' THE AN:N'AI-'l. 
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Vicissitude and misfortune, however, overtook his old mas
ter, and he absolved young Price from his indentu~e and 
this threw him upon the world to make his own way through 
life. 

About the beginning of the year 1831 he arrived in the 
city of Philadelphia and became the local editor of a paper 
called The Jlarket Exchange. and in this capacity he soon 
brought himself into notice by his witty and spicy articles, 
many of which are more witty and mirthful than those of 
Ward or Nasby. But he soon tired of this work, and looking 
about for wider fields for his talent, in the fall of that year 
he repaired to Washington City. 

General Jackson was at that time President of the United 
States, and the Senate and House were then represented by 

·such men as Clay, \V ebster, Calhoun, Adams and others, who 
have now, like himself, passed away, but whose deeds will 
live forever. He remained here through hvo sessions of Con
gress, heard all these great and distinguished men from time 
to time disl·nss g-rE'nt. national q1wstions. aml formPd an inti
mate acquaintance with many of them that ended only with 
their lives. 

He left Washington some time in 1832, with the design 
of seeing the far west and exploring the valley of the 1.\-fis
sissippi; traveled on foot to Pittsburg, and after recruiting 
his wearied limbs, embarked on a steamer for Cincinnati. 
After remaining in this city for a short time he took pass
age on a steamer for New Orleans, and when he arrived in 
the latter city he found a large number of its inhabitants 
stricken down with the cholera. 

Here for the first time since he left New ·york he found 
himself among strangers and without a cent in his pocket, 
with a dangerous and fatal disease raging around him. He 
repaired to the wharf in hopes to find some craft that would 
take him beyond the limits of that fatal scourge. At the 
wharf he found a steamer with her clerk on shore checking 
goods that were being shipped upon her, and upon inquiry 
the clerk informed him that they were loading for the lead 
mines of Galena, and requested him to take his place at the 
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plank and check for him a few minutes while he· procured a 
little medicine from a neighboring drug store. 

This he gladly did, and very soon the captain of the boat 
came along and discovered that his clerk was absent and a 
new man in his place, when he immediately followed his clerk 
to the drug store, only to find that he too had just died of the 
fearful disease. 

Returning in a few moment9 to his boat he immediately 
engaged the services of our lamented friend as his clerk fm 
the trip. Never was a service more gladly accepted or more 
faithfully performed, and in due time we find our young 
friend in Galena, looking about for some vocation that would 
give him a living. . 

But to him in his youthful days ''fields always looked 
greener when they were far away,'' and he turned his steps 
towards Iowa, arriving in Dubuque some time in the fall of 
1832. 

It will be remembered that on the 21st of September, 1832, 
the Sac and Fox Indians had ceded to the United States a 
strip of land about fifty miles wide, extending from Missouri 
to the mouth of the Little Iowa. This treaty was to take ef
fect on the first day of June, 1833, but as soon as the terms 
of it were known hundreds of men rushed across the great 
river, took up claims and began prospecting in the lead mines 
of Dubuque. 

The Indians protested against this inroad, and Gen. Zack. 
Taylor, who was then commanding at Fort Crawford, and who 
was afterwards ele~ted President of the United States, was 
ordered to proceed to the purchase and drive out the settlers. 
This order he executed to the letter and our old friend with 
others was compelled to leave the Territory. 

Like all the others, he hung upon the border, and on the 
expiration of the time he returned to Dubuque and was among 
the first white men who made a legal settlement within the 
limits of what is now the great State of Iowa. 

In the fall of 1834 he, in company with a party of hunters, 
explored the valley of the Turkey, and being enraptured with 
its romantic scenery, its rich and fertile prairies and its 

/'' v-, 
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rippling stream, he determined to make the valley his future 
and permanent home. 

Returning to Dubuque to fulfill a contract he had entered 
into with Father Mazzuchelli to build for him a Catholic 
church, he again, in the fall of 1835, returned to the valley 
of the Turkey, and in company with C. S. Edson, a person 
well-known t? the old settlers of Clayton, spent the first win
ter near the town now called Osterdock. 

In the winter of 1836 a Mr. Finly erected a sawmill on 
the Little Turkey, near the present town of Millville. He 
shortly afterwards sold out his mill and his claim to Robert 
Hetfield and Mr. Price. In the erection of this pioneer saw
mill, Joseph (~uigley, still living in Highland, was the mill
wright, and Luther Patch, still living and now residing in 
Elkader, was the sawyer. 

After a time Price sold out his interest in the mill, se
lected for himself a beautiful and fertile tract of land on the 
north side of the Turkey, about five miles from Millville, and 
on this he built his cabin. In a few years he converted this 
wild land into one of the finest farms of the county. 

It was in this cabin that he became known to every settler 
and wayfarer in the land. Whether his stock of provisions 
was great or small, good or bad, he would divide his last loaf 
and meat with the stranger. It was this unbounded liberality 
on his part that gave him in after years such a hold upon the 
hearts of all the old settlers of his county. l\Iany a time has 
the author of this article, with wearied thoughts and tired 
limbs, struck his clearing and his cabin only to find that gen
erous welcome which ripened into a lifelong friendship, ter# 
minated only by his death. In 1839 he married Miss Mary 
D. Cottle, a lady of culture, education and refinement, and 
his equal in liberality and hospitality. 

Here upon his farm they raised a family of eight chil
dren, five of whom are still living. Two of these, R. E. and 
T. G. Price, now reside in Elkader, another son is now the 
postmaster at Colorado Springs, Colo., and still another re
sides in San Jose, California. One of his sons fell at the 
battle of Tupello, and another son, a Major of the Eighth 
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Iowa Cavalry, was wounded at the battle of Fort Donelson 
and afterwards died of hls wounds. 

His amiable wife died in 1865 and he never married again, 
but with his youngest daughter, who still lives in Colorado, 
he kept the younger portion of his household together to the 
last. 

During his long residence of thirty-eight years in our 
county he always took an active and prominent part in State 
and county politics, and in the management and organiza
tion of parties he had no peer in the State of Iowa. 

In early times he was an ardent Whig, but upon the re
peal of the Missouri compromise he threw his whole soul and 
action into the Republican party, and was among the very 
first, with voice and pen, to arouse the people against the 
strides and encroachments of the slaveholder. When the Re
bellion broke out he took an active part in the organization of 
military companies, encouraged his sons to draw the sword, 
and from the beginning to the end of the great war his voice 
and pen were never idle in the cause of the Union. 

No one in the State in a civil capacity did more, no one 
could do more than he did in the cause of the Union, and his 
speeches and writings at the time were models of learning, 
ability and oratory. 

When he was well and himself he was a natural born ora
tor, and this gift, added to his tall and graceful form, gave 
him at all times the full command of his audience. At one 
moment he could convulse that audience into boisterous laugh
ter, and in the next arouse them into expressions of the most 
frenzied passion, and in a moment more they were again in the 
region of the clouds, where fancy was unrestrained, and where 
they had the option of basking in the sunshine unharmed by 
the whirlwind's roar, or with the thunderbolt leaping down 
to earth again, laughing at one of his sallies of wit, or lighting 
perhaps, in the mire and filth of accumulated dirt, only to 
curse themselves for having spent an hour listening to such 
a consummate juggler. 

A lifelong complaint caused him to renounce public speak
ing, and he resorted to his pen, and if we only take into con
sideration his subjects, his themes, his racy, chaste and mu-

, 
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struggles of the last half century of western life, in which 
be was connected, would require volumes, instead of a news
paper article. 

The history of Iowa and the development of civiliza.tion in 
this great valley can never be correctly written without his 
name being in the front rank of those who contributed the 
service of a long life to the establishment of everything that 
has proved beneficial to existing races and their posterity; and 
I must leave it to the pen of him who may come after me, 
and who in future years may seek to write of the rise, progress 
and development of American civilization to do more, and 
content myself and your readers with a few of the leading, 
prominent features and acts of his eventful life. 

He was born in Jersey City, in the State of New Jersey, 
on the 31st day of January, 1811, and as he grew up he re- · 
ceived from his father the rudiments of a common education, 
and when about 18 years of age his father took him to New 
York City and bound him as an apprentice to learn the trade 
of a painter. 

This old relic of feudal times, · called master and servant, 
still forms one of the chapters of the law of ''domestic re:
lations,'' and although it has nearly vanished from western 
civilization, it still clings with force to the institutions of the 
older states, and at the time we speak of it was in its full 
force and vigor in the State and city of New York, and was 
often made the pretense for the very worst acts of tyranny 
and oppression by the master over the apprentice. 

Here, however, WBB a field for the genius of our friend 
and be soon accomplished a thorough organization of all the 
apprentices of the city into a strong society, with a constitu
tion and by-laws that taught the most tyrannical master that 
they had rights which he was bound to respect. 

This society soon raised a sum of money with which they 
purchased a fine library of all the leading works of that day 
and it was here that our old friend laid the foundation of 
that classical and historical knowledge which made him fa
mous in after years as a writer and a scholar of no ordinary 
capacity. 

3 
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sieal style, together with his remarkable ing-enuity of spinning 
all his facts and fancies into a common thread, he had no 
equal in the civilized world. 

In literature he was a prince in the art of humbugging, 
and was more a master of this art than any jug-gler or show
man who has appeared before the publie for the last three 
hundred years. 

He could stand upon the Roeky mountains, fifteen thou
sand feet above the level of the sea, and with his pencil and 
paper humbug a ''"orld; and, when he saw his infernal rat 
story published for truth in all the leading journals of Amer
i<·a. illustrah·d in Po1i<·e nazt• tt<·~. trnn!·dat<>d into forPign 
languages, and hawked about by the newsboys on the streets 
of London, Paris, St. Petersburg and Berlin, he sat down and 
laughed himself sif'k over the ease with which he could gull 
a11d tempt the eupidity of mankind. 

It will be remembered that the story related how the rats 
had attacked, killed and eaten up the infant child of Sergeant 
0 'Keef. belonging to the signal station on the summit . of 
Pike's Peak, and when it was published and illustrated in 
pictures many a tender mother. and many an innorent child 
throughout the reading world shed sympathetic tears over 
the horrible miseries of that little ehild as the infernal rats 
'"ere tearing the quivering flesh from its bones. Scientists, 
too, in every part of the world, took up the subject and dis
cussed the question whether rodents in sueh numbers could 
possibly exist in su<'h an altitude above the sea, and the ques
tion has not yet been settled, for but few persons know to this 
day that the whole story is ·without the nrst shadow of truth. 

He next tried himself on the subjert of the '' Conneeting 
Link,'' and knowing the interest I had taken on the subject 
of "Prehistori<' -:\I an," he held out to me the most tempting 
bait, intimating to a mutual friend that I would be the first 
man in Ameriea to bite; but as that friend knows full well, I 
smelt the rat before I had finished the story. 

He began his Sketches of Northern Iou·a in an early day 
and rontinued them down to his departure to Colorado in 1872. 
These sketches were published by the Historical Society of 
Iowa in a periodical called Tlte Annals of I ou·a, and will be 
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read and reread by the lovers of history and romance while 
the English language is spoken upon this continent. 

He was for many years the vice-president of this society, 
and through his knowledge of this great valley, his general 
acquaintance with the early settlers, his intimacy with all the 
Indian tribes of the northwest, together with his experience 
in public life, he was enabled to collect and preserve for that 
society a vast fund of information and historical facts that 
without him would have been lost forever. He was also the 
author of the thrilling and interesting story called The Indian 
Runner, a story that twenty-five years ago went the rounds 
of the American press and was translated into foreign lan
guages and published in all the leading journals of Europe. 

In 1845 he wrote and published the thrilling and melan
choly story of The Mysterious Grave, founded upon no fact 
whatever, and because the statement that these words: ''Erin, 
an exile, bequeathes thee his blessing,'' were found in the 
grave, the story was copied into Irish papers and many a 
poor Irish mother wept over it as perhaps the grave of a lost 
and wandering son. 

But perhaps his most successful story, one that called forth 
the greatest and most numerous eneominms, and one that was 
read at every camp-fire in the arm~'. and in every ('Ottage 
wherever the English language was spoken, is The Drummer 
Boy. It was first published in The Chicago Daily Tribune, 
and for tenderness of expression, for ingenuity of theme, for 
elegance of style and diction, for converting the ideal into 
reality, for chaining the reader's attention and calling from 
him emotions of sympathy and patriotism, for the ease of de
ception and for its perfect and consummate delusion, it is his 
masterpiece. No one doubted but that the story was true and 
the poor little "Drummer Boy," like Charlie Ross, was found 
in every village and hamlet in the land. 

No story of modern times ever had a wider circulation, or 
was ever read with deeper or more sympathetic interest, and 
like Pilgrim's Progress, The Vicar of Wakefield and The De
serted Village, it will be read around the hearthstone of do
mestic tranquility, when its anonymous author is forgotten. 
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Saxe, the poet, traced out the author, complimented him highly 
and converted the story into one of his finest poems. 

During his long and active life in our midst he was a con
stant contributor to the columns of the Mi·ncrs' Express, Du
buque Tr1:b11ne, Dubuque Herald, La.nsing J!it·ror, and other 
papers of Iowa, and in all of these articles can be seen the 
same racy, chaste and elegant style of composition and thought 
that place him above any other writer of his day. 

He took an active part in the organization of Clayton 
eounty, and held the first justice court within its limits. He 
was the first clerk of the Board of Clayton County Commis
sioners~ was elected the first School Fund Commissioner and 
served one term as a Judge of Probate. 

In 1850 he took the Fnited States census of the counties of 
Clayton, Fayette, Winneshiek and Allamakee. 

In 1850 he \Vas elected from the counties of Clayton, Fay
ette, Winneshiek and Allamakee to the State legislature~ and 
it \Vas at this session that he brought himself into notice as 
one of the most skillful and sagacious politieians of the State. 
He took an adive part in this Leg-islaturr. in the organization 
of the school system of the State, and to his actions and sug
gPst ions arP \H' to-da~- iudt>htc·d for som<> of onr hPst la•,-s re
lating to sehools. 

For many successive terms he was eleeted Governor of the 
Lobby, and that body received from him an annual message, 
that for keen wit and withf:'ring sareasm has never been ex
celled. 

In 1852 he was appointed by President Fillmore as Re
ceiver of the r,and Offic-e at Des ::\foint'S, and held the office 
during that administration. 

In 1855 he wns ele<'ted Judge of the County Court of Clay
ton ('Ounty, and held the offic-e for hvo years. During his 
term in this office he resurveyed the roads of the county, es
tablished guide-posts and mile-posts along them; remodeled the 
county rer•ords and gave names to the streams and townships. 

When his term expired he had the satisfaction of seeing 
his rounty 's records and her finances established on a safe and 
permanent basis, to become a foundation for those who fol
lowed him for all time. He left every official position that 
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he ever occupied with clean hands and with a reputation for 
honesty, capability and fairness. 

In the fall of 1864 he followed the brave General Hatch 
through all his military raids in Mississippi, and was an eye
witness of all the battles and skirmishes this general had with 
the rebel general, Forrest. 

He was for many years the President of the Old Settlers 
and Pioneers' Association of the county, organized the first 
meeting and delivered before it one of the finest and most 
eloquent speeches of his lifetime. 

Long before any railroad had reached any part of the 
great west, he called the people of the county together at a 
mass meeting in Guttenberg to discuss the propriety of giving 
aid to a railroad from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and in his 
opening speech before that meeting he declared with the most 
prophetic vision that he would live to see Clayton county 
checkered with railroads and this he accomplished with some 
years to spare. 

Shortly after this meeting he made another speech to a . 
few of the old settlers at Littleport, in which he said, ''There 
are men in this audience, as well as myself, who will live to 
see a railroad passing up the Volga,'' and after the road up 
this stream was completed he wrote to the author of this ar
ticle from Colorado, saying in reference to it, ''My dream is 
fulfilled, my prophecy has come to pass, and my mission will 
soon be ended, but Clayton county, hail!" 

One can hardly realize that that giant form that towered 
among us so long, that mingled in all our conventions, railroad 
meetings, county seat courts, balls, parties and routs, is gone 
forever, and that his voice and pen, which once stirred the 
thoughts and hearts of thousands, are now silent forever. 

For fine, interesting conversational powers he had no equal 
in the State of Iowa, and it was at all times a rich treat to 
spend a few hours in his company. Never vulgar, always tem
perate, his language flowed with the same easy, elegant and 
poetical style of his compositions. 

He could tell and embellish a good anecdote, sing a good 
song, convulse a crowd with merriment and laughter over any 
subject, and when one had left his co_mpany and pondered a 

'( 
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moment over the interview, the wondrr was wh!· his absurdi
ties were not dis<·overed while you were still in his presence. 

Kind, courteous and sot·ial to all, whethPr rit·h or poor. his 
sympathirs were aroused to the highest pitl'h at distress and 
sorrow, and he was at !'our sprvi1·t'. \Yhile his money fio\\·t>d 
like water. The priest and thr layman, the tramp and the 
trader, the lawyer and the farmer, the ri<·h and thr poor~ all 
found a home and a rt>stin~-plat·e nt his house and a seat at 
his table. 

Ill lwalth at last for1•ed him to tnk<' rt'i'ttg'l' in the H<wky 
mountains. and in the yt'ar lR/2 he sold his homc>stead, took 
the youug('l' membt'rs of the family an<l dPparted for Colo
rado, leaving bl'h ind him the sc·eues of his earl~· triumphs, ex
ploits, assot·iation alld hardships, upon whi<·h his eyes were 
never to rest again. 

In Colorado he ht'f.!<lll the same <·areer whi<·h ehara<·terized 
him in his eurly days in Clayton <·ounty, and with the vigor 
of his youth he visited the camps of her minPrs, ascended her 
hight:st monntaius. looked down upon her wide-spread plains 
and \rith his voi1·p 1111<1 Jl~'ll <·mJtrihntPtl to her grt•ctttwss 
and her rrsources. 

But old age and disease were fast destro~·ing his stalwart 
frame, atHl when the fatal honr had come his death was like 
the Llowing out of a candle. 

~neh are somr of the lea<ling- ads and event" of his long 
and useful life~ aiHl if I havr !lot done him justice let an in
dulgent public attribute the fault to a want of ability on my 
part to do more, and ma~· the ashes of my old and valued 
fri<'lHl rPst in peat'<'. 

\YuLVE~ .-Prairie wolves are vpn· plenty this winter~ and 
seem to be in first rate condition. :\Ir. 1-N ells, of this town, 
trapped a big one a short time ago, which measured five feet 
three inches from the tip of his tail to the end of his nose. 
They may occasionally exceed that size, but we believe this 
one is voted a "right smart" wolf.-JI amil.ton Preeman.
St. ('harles ('ify Jntrllif!nlccr, Pl'bnwry ~~. 1H61. 
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Recollections and Sketches " s 25· 

of Notable Lawyers and 

Public Men of Early Iowa 

Belonging to the First and Second 
Generations, with Anecdotes and 
Incidents Illustrative of the Times 

By 

EDWARD H. STILES 

For many years a member of the Iowa Bar; member of its House 
of Representatives, 1863-1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re
porter of its Supreme Court, 1867-1875; author of Complete Digest 
,fits Decisions from the earliest Territorial period to the 56th Iowa 
~eports. 

"In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be 
eprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory 

and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated 
before the mind, compensate, and more than compensate, for the alternate 
pleasures and cares of active life."- SIR ARCHIBALD ALLISON. 

"Personal anecdotes, when characteristic, greatly enliven the pages of 
a biography."- SAMUEL SMILES. 

DES MOINES 
T HE HOMESTEAD PUBLISHI NG CO, 

19 16 
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BY reason of hts talents as a lawyer, coupled with hts pleasmg manners. he 

raptdh ,;ore\\ rn public fa\or. Tn 1850 he was elected Prosecuting Attorney. but 

refused a re-election that was tendered hnn In 1854 he was elected as a Free Soi l 

cand1d ate to th e Legislature and to the S[.Jeakership of that body , and was agam 

elected Jt; Speaker at the ntra session of 185 5. In the visit of the Pioneer Law 

Maker~ · Association. at the reun10n of 1896, to the House of Representatives. 

Judge :\ ob!e . m the course of his remarks to that body , referred to the character oi 

legtslatwn ,,·hen he was Speaker oi the Home at the time above referred to , from 

"·hich f :1m comtramed to make the follo" ing excerpt became it is highly typical of 

the rn a ·~ 
T :.-:- ! tliltlO tll(•n \\ <.-t:' ::. th · ~ ~ a:-- Lurd .\lanstielcl gaYe a ~ - oun .~ t11a n \Y llu ,,·a ~ 

,-.;eP ~\: r __ . ·•r li.;;;ht an d kno '-''1 t_·d~· - · in rngar 1l t.o hi::; duty. in a11uther country. when 
aj)p O;l" - '1 .Tl!dgP , HP ~a i d ro .)J:d!o':<' ~l;lll,;fit>ld " l all! iae :qHel'\P ill'Hi. 1 d on't kno"· 
as l ·.;: ,; 1 -. · thp i <l\\ :-:.l1tf1vi~·utl~ t ~~ ! · ~~ .t .I1;d2.t>. !1 tlt T ha,·e ~or to a{_·t, I 1t:1Y'2 ~ot Tr' 
p Prfur: . .. ,·, dut:. ,. Lonl \ \a n, fi·~~ l d l'Pldi~rl . "Y,·nalg IHtUl. tlle la\\ is nothing l;tn tht::· 
logi~·~i ~ u ~ ·~1rn:-, n•· · 11 ~, hun t:· ,n Jnind a:·~ appli.Pcl to the bnsiness and t ht: social 
relatiu;::-: n!' liH-:'11. ~o \Y \\·h e11 \ ' l)U l~llLJ\\. what th e law i:--. t'oilU\\. H . hut \\hen ~:(JtJ 
don·: !~"'"-'· ,,-hat :lw rule of ia"· h rlo \\hat is right. and ,·ou \dll hit tl;e Ia"· 
rtinr· 1 i•·.,;.., out of t<"ll... \\-P ac-1 ~e Ll on tlwt princ iple_ ·· · 

In tlm position he made friends throughout the State, and from that time for

" a rd ; tood in the fron t ranks of it; princtpal men. In I 8j 6 he was chosen one of 

the F. epubhca n elector' of the State at large , but declined the nomination . During 

the · i, !l1~ nar he \\·a:o stronglv urged to accept the Republican nomination for Con

gr<>ss. :o~nd ,,·ould ha'e been tnumphan tly elected had he accepted. but he declmed 

and •hre'' his inRuence in fa,or of Timothy Davis, who ,,·as elected. During the 

Ci,i\ \\ .a r he was a strong supporter of the Lnion and adhered to the R epublican 

party. bul at the close of that struggle he became dissatisfied with some of its meas

ures. and expressed Ius dissatisfaction in so decided a manner that it brought him 

mto diof'a,·or with some of the leaders of the party. As a result, he \vas nominated 

by the Democrats against William B. Allison for Congress and made an able 

camp ;ugn, but was defeated by the overwhelming Republican majority that pre

vailed 1 n 1 868 he was the Democratic nominee for Supreme ] udge. In 1 8 7 4 
he '·'as elected ] udge of the District Court. and re-elected in 1 8 78. In 18 79 he 

wa' again the Democratic candidate for Supreme Judge. but was again defeated by 

the untformally prevailing adverse party majority. 

Eliphalei Price and Rca/to E. Price. 

E it phulet Pri ,c ,,·as a familiar name to Iowa people of fifty years ago. He 

was one of the strongly marked individuals of the early period. His accompbsh

menh "ere 'aried, his life strikmgly eventful. He was not only one of the first law

yer, r: t Cia:- ton County. but ,)ne of the most voluminous magazine . newspaper and 

misce llaneous "·riters of his time. The early Annals and the press fairly teemed 

with his productions . His life has been so remarkably well sketched by judge 
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Samuel Murdock"' that it would be in vain for me to endeavor any improvement 

upon it, and· I shall only venture to give a brief outline of his career. Of that re

lating to the legal profession, I can give but little, nor have I been able to find but 

little. In the sketches of Clayton County lawyers, with which Judge Murdock was 

kind enough to furnish me, Price is noted as the first lawyer that came to C layton 

County after Murdock and Noble came. In speaking of Noble, he says: 

Previous to Noble's arrival this bar followed the Judge from court to court, 
and some of the lawyers had a considerable practice in our county. After his 
arrival, he, Eliphalet Price and the writer of this, for several years constituted the 
bar of this county; and until the arrival of the Honorable E. H. Williams. 0. H. 
Stephens, E. Odell, J. 0. Crosby, J. T. Stoneman, Judge Baugh, Honorable B. T. 
Hunt, A. J. Jourdan and others. 

He was born in Jersey City, New Jersey, in 1811, acquired the rudiments of 

a common school education, and when eighteen years of age, was taken by his 
father to New York, and bound as an apprentice to learn the trade of a printer. 

Here after a time, he organized a strong society or club of apprentices, with constitu
tion and by-laws, the object and effect of which were to teach tyrannical masters 

that apprentices had rights which they were bound to respect. At the end of two 

or three years he was released from his indenture, and in 1831 went to Philadel

phia, and became the editor of the Market Exchange. His witty and spicy articles, 

which Judge Murdock says were more mirth provoking than those of Ward or 

Nasby, soon brought him into notice. In a comparatively short time, however, he 

went to Washington and wrote for papers there. General Jackson was President, 

and such men as Clay, Webster, Calhoun and Adams were at the Capitol. He 

remained through two sessions of Congress, heard these distinguished men from time 

to time discuss great national questions, and formed an acquaintance with some of 

them that ended only with their lives. In 1832 he left Washington for the far 

West; traveled on foot to Pittsburg, embarking on a steamer there for Cincinnati. 

Thence he went to New Orleans, where he found the cholera epidemic in full force. 

He was without money, among strangers, with a fatal disease raging around him. 

He looked for something to do, went to a steamer lying at the wharf which was 

being loaded for Galena. The clerk, feeling sick, requested him to take his place 

and check the goods delivered while he went to the drug store for some medicine. 

The Captain appeared, and was told of the situation; he followed the clerk to the 

drug store and found that he had just expired with the fatal dis~ase. As a result, 

young Price was employed to fill his place and he went on the boat to Dubuque, and 

began prospecting in the lead mines of that locality. In 1 836 he went to Clayton 

County, where he and Robert Hetlield purchased a saw mill that had been erected 

on the little Turkey River. He soon sold his interest to Hetfield, and secured a 

tract of land on the north side of the Turkey River, on which he built a cabin and 

*Third Series of Annals of Iowa, Vol. 8, page 32. 
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the first justice of the Peace within its limits. He was the first Clerk of its County 
Commissioners, and its first School Fund Commissioner, and was for a time, judge 
of its Probate Court. In 185 0 he was elected from the Counties of Clayton, Fay
ette, Winneshiek and Allamakee to the State Legislature, in which he took an active 
and leading part, especially in the organization of the public school system of the 
State. In 1852 he was appointed by President Fillmore, Receiver of the Land 
Office at Des Moines, and held the office during that administration . In 1855 he 
was elected judge of the County Court of Clayton County. During his term of 
office he caused the roads of the County to be resurveyed, established guide and 
mile posts along them; remodeled the County records and gave names to the streams 
and townships . He was for many years the President of the Old Settlers' Asso
ciation of the County, organized the first meeting and delivered before it a most 
eloquent address. He was among the first to organize movements in aid of railroad 
construction. He had a tall and graceful form and was altogether commanding in 
appearance . I am gratified in being a humble factor in perpetuating his memory. 

Rea/to E. Price was the eldest son of Eliphalet Price . He was a native of 
Clayton County, where he was born in 1840. He was well educated in the com
mon schools and later, at the Upper Iowa University , at Fayette. He read law 
for two years with Murdock & Hunt, and for nearly a year in the office of Odell & 
Updegraff, and was admitted to the bar in 1863. He formed a partnership with 
8 . T. Hunt at Elkader, which continued for a number of years and until Mr. Hunt 
was elected Circuit judge. He then formed a partnership with Marvin Cook under 
the. firm name of Price & Cook, which continued for several years. He had a fine 
stand~ng at the bar, eschewed politics, and built up a successful practice. His 
brother, who is mentioned in the preceding sketch of his father, as having died from 
the effects of wounds received in battle, was a Major in the Eighth Iowa Cavalry 
and was specially mentioned for gallantry by the Commanding Officer. 'f. 

Elias H. Williams, Elijah Odell, ]ames 0. Crosby . 

Elias H. Williams, I did not become acquainted with until after he became one 
of the judges of the Supreme Court of the State. We met at one of its sessions at 

Dubuque, and soon established a friendly acquaintance, as we were both reared in 

Connecticut and had many things in common with that State. He had been the 

judge of the District Court of the Tenth judicial District for a number of years, 

from 1858 until 1866, and in 1870 was appointed by Governor Merrill, judge of 

the Supreme Court to fill a vacancy. He was a fine District Judge and would 

probably have proved an able Supreme judge had he remained on the bench, for 

he was not only a finished scholar, but an able lawyer and jurist. He stood very 

* Stuart's Iowa Colonels and Regiments, vage 644 . 
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