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Standard Form For Members of the Leqls l atur e 

Name of Representative ___________________________ senato r~~~~ 

2. Marriage (8) date place 

3. Significant events for example: 

A. Busin ••• ________________________________________________ _ 

B. Civic r •• ponsibiliti •• __________________________________ ___ 

C. Prof ••• ion ______________________________________________ _ 

4. Church m.mber.hip ________ ~---------------------------------

5 . Sessions .. rved "I'75!" ,!hWO d{ ('h/.hl /.U; ./ 1;'5'1-, liS''! 

6 . Public Offic •• 

A . Local 

9. Kames of parent8 __ ~~)~~~~'k~/---------------------------------------
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.LO. Ed u ca t:LO Il _____________ .. ___ . ___________ _ 
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- --------------------------
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He _. originally .. Democrat hut became .. RepubJi-=an during the war 
period. He.AI a delegate to the National Republican ConventiOD at Chi. 
cago which, in 1868, Dominated. geoer.1 Grant for President and w •• 
chosen oDe· of the secretariu. Later he removed to IUnsaa where he be
eame prominent in public .«ain and V(U elected Lieutenant-Governor of 
the State. 

ROBERT S. FINK.BINE, the builder of the permanent State HOUl!e 01 
low. iii. hi' fourteen year.' luperintendence of that structure, erected I 
monument to his own memory tbat will endure for many genen.tioDI . 
From tbe day t.l:I..t he wu appointed. Superintendent of the e<lnltruction 
01 the Capitol not B. dollar of the appropriationa made from time to time, 
was rni.sapplied. Be wu tboroughlr competent from long experience in 
building and no eontraetor was ever able to deceive him. in the quality of 
Ute material furnished. m,. eagle eye Wf4 on every part of the work and 
from start to fini,sh' the State never 100t a dollar of the $2,876,300 upended 
under his Bupervision. Mr. Finkbine was bam In Ohio on the 9th of July, 
1828, removed to Iowa in 1850 and for many yean ·Wa.3 a r~ident of Iowa 
City, where he engaged in eootracting and building. On the 22d. of Feb
ruary, 1856, when a State ConvenuOJl of the opponent. of alavery aNeDlbled 
at Iowa City and proceeded to organize the Republican party in Iowa R. 
B. Fiilkbine was one of the delegata from Johnson County. He WUI one 
of the men who in the evening at the ratification meeting called out Samuel 
J . Kirkwood for a apeecll whicll was the lint introd~etlon of the afterward5 
famoDS" War Governor" to the public. In 1863 Mr. Finkbine w ... 'elected 
to the House of the Tenth General Assembly and two yean later ' he was 
rel!lected to the Eleventh General Asaembly, Ha was not .. . peeehwaker 
but was esteemed. as a membu of excellent judgroent. Soon a fte-r his 
appoinfcment as superintendent of the ueetion of the State Bouse, Mr. 
Finkbine beeame a r~ldent of Des Moines, where he died on the 8th of 
July. 1901. 

~ MATURIN L. FISHER was born in Danville, Vermont, on th~ 10th 
\ 1 ~W1e, 1807, He was a graduate of Brown University snd studied In .. , 

but never praetieed. He was the Democratie candidate for Congress in the 
Woroester Diatriet of Ma .... chusette in 1836. 'In. 1849 he removed to Iowa, 
settling on .. farm in Clayton County. making that hie permanent home. 
In 1852. he wu elected to the State &!nat.e from a dilltrlet embracin;; 
flIteen eounties of norlheaatern. Iowa. Two years later he Wat eleet.ed 
Prellident of the Senate of the Fifth General Aasembly and preslded over 
the joint convention which first electe.d James Harlan to the United State. 
Senate. At the tlI:tra session of 185G Mr. Fisher Wat ehOlien President of 
the Senau by .. una.nimoua "Yote, In April, 1857, he Wat elected Superin· 
tendent of Public ImItruetion on the Democra.tie ticket, although the Jte. 
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publicans had Ctl.rried the State at the preeeding August election by more 
than 7,000 majority. Mr. Fieber wu .electedone of tb.etruaree. of the Mount 
Plea.e&nt InUone ABylum in 1860 and served .. president of the bo&rd 
until 1872. In 1861 be waa appointed to act. with the State Treasurer to 
negotiate the aale of State bonde for the War and ·DeIen.e Fund. In 
18113 Mr. Fisher W&S Ilominated for Governor by the Democratic State 
Convention but declined. He WU ODe of the oommillllioners who luper
intended the erection of the ROiIpital for the IM.ne at. IndepeudenC$ 
and the State Bouae at Dee Moines and WAIl univeraally esteemed as one 
of the mOflt Wleful public men. of Iowa. He died on the 5th of Februal)", -.. 
1879. 

WILLIAM H. FLEMING. w ... · born in the City of New York on the 
14th of April, 1833. His education WILlI acquired in the schools of· that city 

1 the printing offices where be wu employed. He came to Iowa in 
Jtopping in Davenport where be worked at ha trade. A few yeart 

later he went to I.e Cla.ire where for Uuee yean he published a. proper. 
He waa later city editor of the Dtwenporl Ot!uUe, and lloon after the 
begulning of the Civil War he became .. clerk in the oflice of Adjutant.
General Baku. In 1867 he W&l appointed by General Ed. Wright, deputy 
Secretary of State, remaining in that position until appointed print.. 
MCretary to Governor Merrill. He haa l!erVed as print.e lleCretary alao to 
GOTllmon Carpenter, Kirkwood, Newbold, Gear, Drake and Shaw. No 
man in Iowa haa a more thorough lai.owJedge of the State .. train and 
pubilc men of the times than Major Fleming. He ha~ ~n employed in 
superintending the State ~'WJ upon l!eVeral oce .. ioIl8. In 1883 he pur· 
eh~ all Interest in the I 01tJa W eekly O(lpil(ll and &oon after eetablithed. 
the daily edition. During hill residence in Iowa he has done a large amount 
of ne_paper work on varioUl papen, and h. .. long been regarded &I high 
authority on all matten relating to Iowa history. In ID03 he received an 
appointment in the Treasury Department at Wuhington. He it a Re
publican in politica and hu been a life-long worker in the temperance 
Cl.u.t. He was one of Lhe founders of the Unitarian church in Dee Moine •. 

JAMES P. FIJCK waa born at Bakur.t.own, Allegheny County, Penn· 
'11Tuia, Augu. t 28, 1845. When he WN BeTen yean of age hit parenta 
removed to Iowa. making their home in W.pello County. In 1857 they 
became residents of Taylor County which hu tinee been Mr. Flick'. home. 
Re enli,ted in the Fourth Iowa Infantry in April, 1862, nnd served in the 
Ch'il War a. a private soldier. Studying law after hi, retun\ he wu 
II.dmitted to the bar. He waa elected on the Republican ticket to the 
Home of the Seventeenth General Auembly and ,ra. District Attorney for 
.~ yea.n. In 1888 he 1VI.. elected. to Congresl in th, Eighth Diabid and 
rdll"'Cted in 1890, aening fOUT ,._no 
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