
Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Stand ard Form Fo r Members of the Le91slature 

2. Marriaqe (s) date place 
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c. Profession~~~0~A~~~~~~a/~-------------------------------------

B. State ________________________________________________ ___ 

. C. National ______________________________________________ __ 

7. Death~~=-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~·,~~~~~~~~~-~-(~~~·>~·u'~i~· ~~~ 
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lO.Educat ion 

11 . Degrees ________ _____ _ _______ _ 
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which position he still holds, not having entirely completed the 
old business. He has, in such judicial position, done much ser
vice for the United States and litigants throughout the State 
during his official labors. His habit. has been to write regular 
opinions on the more important cases, some of which have been 
reported and q noted by-courts as authority, and in some instances 
have been embodied in legal digests. He has paid but little atten
tion tt> politics, having devoted all his energies and talents to hie 
profession. He has, however, ever been a pronounced Republican. 
He was married, after settling in Davenport, to Margaret A. 
Hutchinson, a native of New York State, on Sept. 3, 1864:. Their 
married life has been blessed with two children, MArtin Belknap, 
born Oct. 28, 1866, and Mary ¥aroline, Nov. 15, 1871. The family 
are connected with the Episcopal Church. The eon, Martin Bel
knap, is attending Griswold College. 
· John W: Tlwmp6on, attorney, of the firm of Thompson & 
French, 209 Main street, was born in Huntington Co., Pa., Oct.H, 
1823. He was a son of Joseph and Ann (Johnston) Thompson, 
natives of Pennsylvania. He was a carpenter by trade; she was a 
member of the Presbyterian Church. They had six children, five 
are still living. John W. attended school until 19, then taught 
school until 21, when he began the study of law in Huntington, 
Pa., in t.he office of Thomas P. Campbell; was admitted to the 
bar when 93 years of age, in April, 184:7, practicing law ·in 
Williamsburg and Holidaysburg, Pa., until the spring of 1854; 
tllen traveled in Texas and other States until April, 1855, when he 
located in Davenport and formed a p,artnership with Horatio B: 

' .Barner, which continued until 1861; then continued alone until 
·1866, when he and J . D. Campbell were partners nntil1870, when 
·he continued alone until 1877, then formed his present partnership 
wHh Nathaniel French. Mr. Thompson married Miss Margaret 
A. Wallace, May 12, 1874,a native of Westmoreland Co.,Pa. She 
was a daughter of John and Martha (Rose) Wallace. Mrs. John 

:W. Thompson died March 12, 1875. She was a member of the 
·United Presbyterian Ohurch. :Mr. John W. Thompson is one of 
• the leading representatives of the Davenport bar, having been 
-identified with it since April 3, 1855. In politics a "free scil" 
iWhig, and cast his first vote for Henry Clay, but since the organ
· i.zation of the Republican party he has been one of its strongest 
~aupporters_ Mr. Thompson was elected a Republican Represent&
' tive to the Iowa Legislature in 1857, and to the Senate in 1859. 

22 
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He was a member of the convention of 1860 that nominated 
Lincoln for President, and also a member of the convention .:>f 
1880 that nominated Garfield for President of the United States. 

Edaoard E. Oook, attorney, of the firm of Cook and Dodge 
(FrankL. Dodge), bas been an·acti\"e member ofthe Scott County 
bar since May, 1863. He was born in Scott Co., Iowa, Aug. 13, 
1843. He is the son of John P. Cook, a native of New York State, 
and one of Scott County's earliest attorneys. He came to Daven
port in 1836, re d law, and was admitted to practice about 1841, 
in Cedar Co., Iowa, where he located in 1840; he was one of 
the earliest settlers of that county and one of the first settlers in the 
town. of Tipton, and helped to make some of the ·first improvements 
in the place. In October, 1842, he married Eliza A. Rowe, a 
daughter of Christian Rowe, and a citizen of Scott County, to 
which she came with her parents in 1836, from Steuben Co., N. Y. 
In March, 1851, Mr . . J. P. Cook moved his family to Davenport, 
where he remained an actiye member of the legal profession until 
his death ,April 16, 1872. He was a member of the 33d Cop.gre~s 
from this district, served in the sessions of 1853-'4, and 1854-'5. 
The subject of this memoir was educated in the cities of Was bing
ton, D. C., Rochester, Geneva, and Albany, N. Y.; was also a year 
in Griswold College, Davenport, ~nd was the first student in the 
collegiate department in that institution. He graduated from the 
Albany Law School in :May, 1863,, and was admitted to practice in 
the Supreme Court of New York. He came home to Davenport, 
and was admitted on motion at the May term ·of the District Court 
of 1863. He then entered the office of his father, for law prac
tice, and Jan. 1, 1865, he became a member of the law firm of 
Cook & Drury. Jan. 1, 1871, the firm changed to Cook & Bran. 
in g. This relation continued until the death of Mr. Cook, Sr. In 
:May, 1872, Mr. C. formed a partnership with Judge J. S. Richman, 
under the firm name of Cook, Richman & Bruning, continuing 
until Dec. 1, 1875, when Mr. Bruning retired, the firm remain. 
ing Cook & Richman till :May 1, 1880, when the present partner
ship was formed. This firm does a general law practice, have been 
attorneys for the C., R.I. & P. Ry., and its predecessor, the .Miss. 
& Mo. Co., and have paid considerable attention to corporation 
law. Mr. Cook affiliates with the Democratic party politically, and 
has done considerable committee work in an official way in its be
half and as an expositor of its principles, but has refused to become 
a candidate for any office. 
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llr. Doclcl~ wn~ nnit<>d in nHHTing-t> to "Mi~s Susan Shnnor, (lau:!htE'r 

of .J .• T. l\11(1 Ann C\I("Donnltl) ~hnnor, "Mardt Hi, 1851. To thi!': Uiliou 

seYen <"hilclt·(•n wert> horn. Jnnte:-> B. mnrriecl Mis~ lcla fic'nnptt null 
lh-t>:-> in ( 'olmrHlo; ~amn<'l R. marriE>cl ::Uisf; LilliE> ~t;wy :mel JiYP~ in 

Kt'okuk, Town; .onp son, Orrin~-, i~ llt>a<l, niHl hYo cl:Hl:!hter~, Lillif> aJI(l 

"Minnit>, I"<'~icle at honH.' .. John B. is a T'<'!-;icl<'Ht of Kansas niHl Geor:!<> 1in~s 

in :\Ii s~onri. Mr. Docltl!-; has uen>r bN•u an oflke-seekE'r, though lu· has 

lwlflnu\n~· lo<'nl offil·<·~ nucl is n stann<'h Hepnuli ca n. An active man in 

his early lifl•, in his <l <>f'linin~ years h <> i::; c·njoyhl~ a well em·ne<l cnm· 

pet<•nc·y, ancl is mtu·h attadtNl to his home nucl family and hi~hly 

' cme<l by hi<; frientls a111l neighbors. 

JOHN W . THOMPSON. 

J OllX W. TJTOllPSOX, who rankecl hig-h as a membt>r of tlw Dan'n-

port bar ancl was g~·eatly bclovecl as n dtizen nncl public oflidal, was 

btn·n in Ilnutin~cloll Connty, Pennf;yl\"ania, Ot·tobt>r 1-t, 1 ~:?:3, aJHl tli<'<1 

in r>an~nport, An~nst 11, 1~$3. lit> hP~all teadtin~ S<'hool in his natiY<' 

C-ount~· wheu only nineteen yenr~ of n~c and for two yenrs followc•ll 

teac·hing as a profe~siou, when, 011 rt>nthiHg his majMity, hP b<'gaH the 

~tudy of law in tbe ofJh-e of '1'ho11Ws P. l 'awpbell of Iluntin~tlon, J•c•un

~~-h·n nia. 

'l'wo ye;u·s lntt>l' lH• l'Oilllll('ll<"l'tl prat·titiu~ law iu ".illinm~unrg aml 

llolli(lay~bnrg, Peuusyln111ia, w iH·t·<· h<• l'<•mniuecl nntil the spring of 

1~~~ when he took a trip througlwnt the '\'<·st. In April, 1:-:::>:>, he 

IlloYl'cl to D:n·enport an<l immt·<lin t t>ly n fterwm·tl formecl a In w partner-
1-lltip with Colonel n. 0. BarU<'l'. 

The pnrtnPr~hip wafi di~~oh·f'<l in 1 ~1il nml he c·ontim w<l in hi~ 

lH'nf<'f;sion alone for five ~·ears atHl then formed a partiwr~hip with 

1.. tain .J. D. Camplwll. This arrnugewe11t was <li~!>oln•tl in 1870. In 
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1877 he entered into partnership with Judge Nathaniel French. As 
a laWJer he stood in the fron t ranks of the Davenport bar. lie was a 
plodding student rather than a versatile and forcible speaker, while he 
was always a very conscientious attorney, and particularly strong as 
a safe and prudent counselor. He never resorted to petty intrigues in 
trying a case, but labored on the merits of thE> cause he t•epresented. 

He cast his first vote for Henry Cla)" as a \Yhig and enter<-<1 the 
Republican party at its organization, becoming a warm supporter of 
its principles and policies. 

By this party he was elected to represent his district in the Iowa 
Legislature in 1857 and two years afterward was elected State Senator. 
He was a member of the convt>ntion of 18GO that nominate(} Lincoln for 
President, and also a delegate to the convention of 1880 that nominated 
Garfieltl for President of the United States. In the spring of 1878 Mr. 
Thompson was elected Mayor of DaYcnport. In speaking of the nom-

- ination a few days before the election, the "Daily Gazette" of April 5, 
1878, said: "During the quarter of a centmy of Mr. Thompson's residence 
in ba venport he has :::teadily, and without approach to an exception, 
maintained the charactt•r of a worth,\·, reliable, and honest citizen. For 
years, too, his counsel upon nny and all questious of publi<: int<.'rest has 
been implicitly relied upon by all who haTe known him. A mau of rarely 
vigorous and clear judgment, unswerving in his integrity, urbane and 
courteous in all his intercourse with his fellow-citizeus, John W. Thomp
son is just the man for t.he place." How well the statement of the 
"Gazette" was fulfi1led his su bl'eq nent successful history as mayor 
satisfactorily demonstrated e,·en to his political oppouents. He sen·ed 
iu that capacity uutil the spring of 1819, and iu 1883 was again elected 
and held the office up to the time of his death. 
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