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at 
S,OO to 16.50 

ee our cele aatea Hat 11a. 

at 
2 m~~o. to s.oo 

Men's Ul ttai'S 
at 

ti.OO to 15.00 

y, Soule & 

- ~ ------ - _ ... _. 

e our 
IdtJSI Shoe at 

8.50 

~hoe, :a.so,1tc . . : · 

t' w.__,.....w.. ___ _ 
-----~~ ----~~=~=-:-:~~~~~~---~~-

car loads of cann'OD wercl
througb the dty on an eas t

reight last night. 
~---------

·~~ther today has been o! that 
able kind \Yhich ehua<:!ter~zea 

g o! :\!arch-<:old, blustery anu 
er unpleasant. 

[sabei ·Fitzgerald and grand
rs left thiH morning for Flor
E>re they expect to spend the 
a~ 15 h~en their custom for 

~ three years. 

"'iew.s rejoices in the defeat of 
r. u. football team at Oska.loos.1 
h inwardly swear111g becauso 
~t was not half so bad as the 
1en !Wgers was captain. 

· .Anderson. formerly a resident 
city a.nd New London, will be 

L thl~ evening to an IHinols la
~ 18 now a. r~ident of Alexis, 
! is well l<nown to many of our 
'• 

EXT Aft. POL 'CE. 
An extra number of pollee were on 

rluty last night to lr>ok tor Hallowe'en 
·.llsturbe-=-s. Officer An<ler.s'On Wal! a!!· 
slated by :\1arsha.l Siberts, Constable 
.--!aund('.rS, Tom Smith and J. W. Pace. 
:\"ot as m3.ny depredations were com
mitted as usual. Tbfs Hallowe'en 
r·ustom ls a nut:;ance, anyhow, and 
should be abolished. 

---
The sad tnte1l·:gence was received In 

thiH city today fhat ex-Governor Alvin 
Saunders died In Omaha this morndng 
at' 4 o'clock. His illness was known to 
be of a serious nature. but de-3th wa~ 
not anticipat!ld so Roon. The deceased 
was one of the lncorporato·rs of lit. 
Pleasant 'and wa.s our flr;;t postmaster. 

H ~lLO~ E'EN PARTY, 
---·----- -- A men·y crow <I of ladies and gentle-

<cve: Voter::) who do not wh;h men gathered at tlbe home of Dr. and 
~ stralght ticket must not :.TrR. A. L. Punoon last evening and 

. he d rde. )tark only ln the c•e)~bratccl Hn1lo"-'(!'Pn in proper sty;c. 
0 ppo,ite the n:tnH.' or each und A shet>t nnd pillow <'-!1':'-lP ~sqnet·ade, 
~:l.~tllcJate tor- w1ww lt Is the de- startling "st ory t.el!InA,'' an auction 

vote. Rale. w'~rc features of the! evening. 
-- ·---- ·-- - Dnr1ng the sa!P. somC' of thE,\ gentiC1ll~n 'Hb rtOMMEL CLUB. 1 r::ot·t.~agNI lJonses. rat·ms. Cl'erytlling, 

·:nrlntllng tnclr wh·es. to socuro such 
H 1m1 m~J .:\In.Hlc·a! dt1b gave tile al:IJ;·In•; wa res as "TrPnsnre from the 
·n~~;:tm !or the year at t ho home Kl r:ll·l!l{r_• ,' ' "A \·aluahie Hotrlootn" and 
1• and . ~rr~. John F. L0och last ".\ So''''C''dr or Greecr.'' \\'hen re-

• ,,. . . l 

Aunt Jerusha. \\ ·11 ;J ~ _ 
.he Orand opera nou•·=- }'.' ' 
.t'b+: company ls CJ'n p1 

cnpable veopJe Wb•> gj;·e 
n·enlng's enterbfn:ttcnt. · 
simple and serves to lnL · 
ht-r of typt!s wh!c·1 l'.re j}\ 
ery country Vllla.gt·. 

THE MODER:-; ~f 
Has found th t her ;; . 

·mprov£td more by tho r/ 
of li'Igs, when Jn ned ·~· · 
efi9Ct ot a gentle .J'€'m,-..J;
other. ChH en enjo;· it' ' 
fits them. The true rem ·. 
Figs is manufactu N:<l ln- · 
nie. F1g Syrup Co., on l;·_ 

DO YOU WAXT ~!r;f' 
StJnday sehoois, Rrunli· 
Classes. Christmas Co n('~· 
occaslolls, Tempt>ran ~·~\ · · 
0. A. R. Camp Fire.:. Fu; 
fact, for any conc,ir:1h:.;'· 
so, your every wan t r:tn · . 
applying to the Er:in ~!:·: 
<!ago. !11. The gn·at rn.: •:· 
house or the west. ,• . 

.. 
-~---~· 

T 
to offer to vour fri 
use in your' hous · 

,l 
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MT. PLEASANT, IOWA. T!ll.H!-lll.\ Y, XOYE~IBEH 2, 11-t!ll'l. 

ERS , THE RAMBLERS. "'-\ / 
Yes terday aftarnoon the Rambterg \ 

hold th'!' l'l' ftrst tlterary meeting ot t bo 
r oar at the homo or ~trs . B«hb. Tho 
n~w Year Books were at band for d is· 
trlbutlon. They -give prom1so ot an 
unusually lntoNJrtlng progrn.m , and ,.OM 1 
cupeclo.lly npp ro~trl ate for the year of I 
1900. The Ramb:e ra w~ll take a "TrlfJ · 
to Parl11" In their mind!! thi s win ter. A 
dellght !ul ·doocrlptlon of "th-e voy11gt1" 
wa~ given by Min SchwenkE-T nt yoB· 
terdny's meeting. Mrs. Oco. A.lle-n 
read an excellent paper on "French 
Home lJ!re."v.·hlch·'VIlK vcry .lnt~re~tlng 
·to ht•r henreT!!. The p rogrum com· 
mlttt>e who nrmnged the ue tn \1• or th.la 

Omahn, Nov. 1.-;Aivln Snun :l~r6 
dlod here today. Ex-GoV'ernor All'ln 
Saundel'l! · WI:I.S 'llDJ>Oi n ted gov~rnor nt 
NtbrM1rn by Pre11ldent Lincoln 111 1861, 
lo~atln.g ln OmBhil. In t he Ktlr\ ng or 

of A!v!n lhut rm, and reappoi nt~ ;n l ~G 5. In 
~~ ~8 ho was 11. delegate to th e na t.l onnl 
conl'lmblon wbkh nominated 'Jenera! 

·• .. :, 
.J;o; ., ., . • 

~AMPAION. 

Ornnt, aut\ In 1877 was el~ctcd to th'l 
l!nltctl s'tat:en ~nato. 'He was active 
ln the efforts mn<ie tO BCC!Ure the loca
tion ot the Unlon Pacifi c bridge at 
thl~ point, being chairman of a com-
mlttee nppolnted bv the cltlr.ens tor 

ono -Soc:a.l ;·that put·posc: nnu tho ci~Y lo: s which 
\ wero donntM to th e r•ompuny In ~l rl nr "Trip to Paris " are :.1rs. Wn~kGr. emo. 

. the conntructlon or said lrti ugc nnd •:.!lsses Sch wenker nnd 'McCln~• . ).{ I'll. 

), I 
rll<pot WeJ'e deeded to Governor Saun · WalkPr Ill the newly elect-ed l' rN<I dettt 
rlcJ'R by t·hc city nnrl tile Vllrlous par- of tbc club. 
t.los <Jwnlng them. ln tru Rt, to be hy 

a. Galer ·on- him tranll(errou to tho railroad com- i CAMPAIGN BETTiliG ldlos, some I puny ~tpon certn.ln contlltlons. Hti! w:~.~ : 
,;o young _ n.~1one o! th'f: builders or the Omilhll an .t ; 
st Wnshlp.f!~ Southwestern ra!lrond." nntl ut one tlmo:~ · Tho en.mpalgn hnR now r: ~ dt e tl 
111ltc n :bu~?. · vlco president o! the comptmy, a!irl wM he•.tlng stage. Wbl1e th P .l.Hlrn al does 
ts Cll.JUe. ~o- \ Jtlso pre!rltl<>nt ·or t:he lJoa,rrl of ;·egent~ not app':'ovc of tb r prar t l •· ·~ of b•,:tltiE:. 
that ·•ho op- of th•e high achool which h11 d chnr:t~ lt S'eems Imposs ible fo'; th .· sportln;; 
bY ( Ga ·1 o! tbG erection of 'the hlgh schboi pul,yllc to nb~tuln from Jh o r ~rlt !ng 

1 g,. .li)IH\ i building. For ae '!OrB\ yea•rs he W:\S pas t1me. Wagers arc bei ng p::trPcl on 

IN GOOD THINGS TO EAT 
TELEPHONE 20. 

l'lllsbury'K Vltns \\'!ll!aL Food, unly 12'~c. 

r:n _J ~ IlL.!. i.J rain auu n~rno rood, 12J.ic 

'' 

.1:. 

'· 

) ; I 

~ ,\ ! 

llnnham 'R <'tH'P:IIi\ll 
~c 

' Brazilian nuts l'tt•Hlt.ll(i<'ltt·ll"n <'• ., ., .. 
: it· 1ldl w~.- i rl 1 

west brldo3, \ pree ldent or th~ S tate bnnk li:f thl~ thP on tro m P. or th r c:1'rtl on f••r ronnW 
Nalter Bren· c:ty, Rnrl w1t11 'One or the orig-Inal s tock- officers. espP.clallr sh eri ff . C·1nMlcter
noilt .1ellght.-\ hold•ers In ths Om:~ha smelting work~ . • ab:e money has r~ r <!ntl~· '""" "la ked ~~~~~ 
s the hosplt· H~ was born In Fleming county. Ken- , on Pntnnm. We un1lrN<ta n•l all thl! 

well kn'OWS\tnsky, July 12, 1817, locating at !\ioun~ ~nn money that cnn be fuuu <l I~ grab
da11clous rc· Pleasant, Iown, at nn ea.rly dntc. He hed np , nnrl :he odds a ro ~omcllme~ 
·ved ~o tha waG -a memb€Jr or the . constitutional put ug high as 2 to 1 In onl~r to flnrl 
voly·, chatty C{JOventlou .\n 184G, nnd In 18r,4 ali.:\ takers. 
!<l to a proru· 18iiS served a.s a memb<r or the Iowa. 1 -- · -- • 

:on!il behol1 i state senate. He was a mcn\ber ot the i ACT OF A RUFFIAN, 

P,DVERTI SEO LETTERS. 

T,... ttml uor.allerl ror Oct. ~4 . 18~ln : 
JJro 1Y n, John F.; nuybre, !11 rR. ~~. 

.J.; C .ll<. Purl ~I.: . Combg, S. !'.; Dro.r-!I'Y guest lllen !!own. uc1egntlon to the Chlrngo con· , 
d mysterlou~. \·ventlon which nomlnP.t'ed !\lr I,!ncoln lng<'r, Henry; Fel<ll<f!mp. Ci .. \rle.s : 

· · · A rrw days ago a ronnl: lurl;- was 
. 1nrg"C , sm11ll \ In 186\r. Governor Saunders has two Han3<!l, Charley; llnfl'man, Effi ' : 
n the laps, n.t children, Charles, now enga:re<l In th~ II'Riklng along th~ Htr~ ct altout one Kl,k!J:-Irlc, C.; !l!c.\rthur BroH.; Me-
. t"ne brltles. A \ practice or 1nw. nnd R <lnu~ht~t·. now : o'l'lo rk In <h'l' nfternoon reJ•llng a let- Farlor. ~lr . ; Olson. Be.-sl~; lllonlon. 

WEATHER PREDIC i i, 

Fair l .onl~ht nJlll lllllllltT" " 

Ot11' l'>L·d thc:Ltru J~'H'1'." , ... · 

ilte heartle~l lan~h8 o[ I i< o· 
:hr. Gra.nd opl•rn. hon:-; ,~ l ·~ r\ , ~ ;t ', 
when Annt Jcnrsha, \he J:r• ·:t l· 
rnrat ~:omcdy 1lram :~R will !w :• 

ted while the \Mrs. Russell Harrl1!on. I ter. wh en n m~n unn •remonlously w. F.; Rona.lrl.'!On, ~Irs. Louise; 
1\lB parcels un- , --- 1 ~ ; abherl her. H~ was rlr t:nk und sh.o Hh,rt, :.1m. Fanny: Hlre:c, .T:Lml'!l \\'. Fnn·' t l iJ·ow n '"'" ,, r.t:• · 

motley nn·ay \ AROUNU THE WORI n I wn.; lmock~d down and h ~ fl• •d as tn.Bt (~1: \\'rkh. T . .T.; Wrl~ht, !•'rank. ·'•nil'e mrrtiH nl\I'HY" llll ,"" 
•lld•s, crocks. ' - ~ : n, hP rould an t\ wns not apprchent\~d. .1. \V. l'Al.~l. J'. ~1. ,Jwp In l.hr Hrnzr.lton b' " 

th<ell pins, etc. i :'\ i!';ht b!'lforc ln~t a well k now n Ia. Y - ·-- - - ----· . "' '" ' '' of Snn<lny cus tome r < 
:e~tl1lp; than a Wl\llnm . Reyman, the lone blcyr!lat : ,,. 11 ~ held np hy n rnman nh~ut <lark ()ll lr yon wnnt to buy anythin~. u".r pro1•tally Joolwd uftrr. Cal l :• 

8 
tree. It wa~ \ o! New York City, was tn •)ft. P:ea ~anl : one ol 0111• r·l ty ~ trr~•ts. who ~ ttemptc tl w!:::t nnr a rl\·Nlisc rH ~ay . .:.~e hlrn . 

. he guest
3 

at :t today. He Is traveling nrounJ the. to rob her. bu t rli \1 not sur r·er•l. 

1
pnrture. Each. '. world on hls wheel. lie s~art<erl l t'Oill i - ------· 

PD!'~es~lon tlni,Ncw York Fc:b. 18Lh, 189,, Gtravcle:l \ HAD A SUM M££T~NG, 
Ir be:trts.whicl! .tbrough Englund, F;·an<:{'. ~rman). , __ 
as mement.oes Russln. and through SJIJplla. along the '\ A tepuhllcan mee tln~; was annonnceu 

I line or the ratllwav nntl ex'lll(> routes. 1 1 Tnt t Hli-k<Jrv Grove 't·bool · 
1. . · , 

1 
Co , or • nst n g a . · 

---:-.. . •. j '11Hot11;h Manchoonh. C.tlnn 11n< rea house l'l · ~!nr l lln t11 wn ~hlp. to h" .Hl-
IUSINESS I )ll' l!rltl munr arlvnnture~ nnrl )lnl: i<h'PM&l•rl IJY :.lnyor Newbold nul IJ,•, 

l'atrkk Balu •r. of ltrnn·· · 

.\ l'!ly lo•hty. 

1 hronuth escnn~s . 11•' wn~ tho fir a •. :\l ,•Ciurr'. Thr l a tt•~ r wus no t preeen •, 0 , J, LINDSAY, Mgr • 
, . '\'{hlte 1.0o.n c 1~1' seen astrlue a. wheel • · ntl I! c llark•·r. or .Jack.nn tu wn~ hlp. / .. ----. -. - - ----- --, 

J~~-~ - D~~~~ there. Thr:>u~;h th~l wll rlrncse he o!- ~adc ~o~c romark H. Th1l :t ttert,Jan •· ~ I ONE NI G H.T ON L ): 
11eu hud to earn· ht s WhPel. IIo ramo ll. lim th c"r lie in" on I,· 1 ~sl n· the . . F . thl wnA nnuHua ; s . . ,., . i . 

nt ; store from Ju.pan to ~ .t n •raneJsco ~ i e ight e i tl?.cn ~ of :\larl0n town~ h : l• ell t I •. ~ ~ ~ ~ . 
e ·summer on bonrd lh·~ trRn , porl \Var ' ''rl F.~·~ ... AV lM ar r n~t~:e:\l:t~~ I ren with +\)!(> Colvrnrlo volnntccrs .• He I present. ~----- r i ~~ ' ll ~ ~ Hi d A I G 0 IN G 0 ll 

.nrrlved at Snn Francisco ·August 18th. i nvt:R~ISE ' 
ronetantly on llea.vlng the 29th, ancl hns averaged 1G J . IT PAYS TO Au 1... I I . .. ' . . 
1-cult to select 

11 1 
Y ver since. His pnraphc· l -- Somethln~< worth s reln~o: . W. S. C.:llHP · ( ' 

the SOOSOll o! t ~a.l~: ~~ ~~l s~r;p. pcd to hi• wheel, the : Will Dpl ~a)'S that th<' three lin"~ bc!'s - ~lr.~l Conw<lY StH·t·<'""· e ~ .. 
~rs begin to \~ntlro outfit we igh ing SO pountls. He I of 'loe:l.ls In thr !':venin!': .T tlrnal, <d· l n ~ 
pooputlnr ,ntore. ft~peets to renrh !'!ew Yorlt n)!;nln about ', VCI'fislng his sto·;e !or sn: ... r?HIIItetl In -H I In I ' 

tg hn R, caps, 1 ~h · • • . • • • • • , , • , 
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SAUNDERS, Alvin (1817-1899) Biographical Information Page 1 of1 

SAUNDERS, Alvin, 1817-1899 
Senate Years of Service: 1877-1883 
Party: Republican 

SAUNDERS, Alvin, 
(grandfather of William 
Henry Harrison [ 1896- ]), a 
Senator from Nebraska; hom 
in Fleming County, Ky., July 
12, 1817;attendedthe 
common schools and pursued 
an academic course; moved 
with his father to Illinois in 
1829 and to Mount Pleasant, 

Iowa (then a part of Wisconsin Territory), in 1836; 
postmaster of Mount Pleasant for seven years; 
studied law but never entered upon its practice; 
engaged in mercantile pursuits and banking; 
delegate to the State constitutional convention in 
1846; member, State senate 1854-1856, 1858-
1860; one of the commissioners appointed by 
Congress to organize the Pacific Railroad Co.; 
Governor of the Territory ofNebraska 1861-1867; 
elected as a Republican to the United States Senate 
and served from March 5, 1877, to March 3, 1883; 
chairman, Committee on Territories (Forty-seventh 
Congress); died in Omaha, Nebr., November 1, 
1899; interment in Forest Lawn Cemetery. 

Bibliography 

Dictionary of American Biography. 
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NEBRASKA 
The Land and the People 

By 

ADDISON ERWIN SHELDON, A. M., Ph. D. 
Author of "HistoTy and Stories of Nebraska," ·"Poems and Sketches of 
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86 HISTORY OF NEBRASKA 

his junior and senior years was elected presi
dent of his class. At the time of his gradua
tion Mr. O'Brien located at Grand Island, 
where he has since been in the active practice 
of his calling, and has already built up a 
very desirable clientage, maintaining offices at 
115 1;2 North Locus t Street. He is a member 
of the Hall County Bar Association and the 
Nebraska Bar Association. Politically he is 
a Demoerat but has not been active in politics 
or public affairs save as a good citizen. His 
religious connection is with St. Mary's 
Cathedral Parish of the Roman Catholic 
Church. He is unmarried. 

ALVIN SAUN DERS was the last of the terri
torial governors of Nebraska and was serving 
as executive head of the territorial govern
ment during the climacteric period of the Civil 
war. He later represented the new common
wealth of Nebraska in the United States 
Senate, and his name and memory are revered 
and honored in the state to whose development 
and progress he contributed in large and loyal 
measure. A man of fine character and large 
ability, Governor Saunders was well equipped 
for the leadership that he long maintained in 
connection with civic a nd material progress in 
Nebraska, and no publication touching the 
history of this state can be consistent with 
itself if th ere be failure to accord within its 
pages a tribute to this sterling, di stinguished 
and honored territorial pioneer. 

Alvin Saunders was bom on the family 
homestead ten miles south of Flemingsburg, 
judicial center of Fleming County, Kentucky, 
and the date of his nativity was July 12, 1817. 
H e passed the closing- period of his life in the 
city of Omaha, where he died November 1, 
1899, at the venerable age of eighty-two years. 
The future governor of Nebraska Territory 
was a son of Gunnell and Mary (Mauzy) 
Saunders, the former of whom was born in 
Loudoun County, Virginia, and the latter at 
Culpeper in that historic commonwealth, she 
having been of French ancestry. The Saund
ers family, of Eng-lish lineage, was founded 
in Virginia in .the early Colonial period of 
Amet·ic an hi story, and as a young man Gun
nell Saunders thence moved to Kentucky, 
where he maintained hi s residence until about 
1830, when he removed with his family to 
Sangamon County, Illinois, where he became 
a pioneer farmer in the vicinity of Spring
fi eld, capital of that state, and where he and 
his wife passed the remainder of their lives. 

Alvin Saunders was a lad of about twelve 
yea rs at the time of the family migration to 
Illinois, and concerning the formative period 
of his life the following record has been writ
ten: "A country school that he attended dur
ing two winter months of each year gave to 
him his fundamental education, but fortunately 
for him he was inspired with a passion for 
Looks and thus was able effectually to rein
force his earlier intellectual discipline. At the 
age of nineteen years he obtained the reluctant 
consent of hi s father to go West, and he settled 
at Mount Pleasant Iowa, which state was then 
a part of the territory of Wisconsin. There 

he secured employment on a neighboring farrn 
but within a short time he entered the employ 
of a pioneer merchant at Mount Pleasant 
Here he began to realize the value of a thor~ 
ough education, -and he was soon instrumental 
in inducing a cultured citizen of the village to 
open a night school, of which he became an 
enthusiastic and studious attendant. He made 
rapid advancement in his studies, and later 
was able to attend an academy that afforded 
him advantages fo1· the broadening <.>f his in
tellectual horizon. As a lifelong student and 
reader Governor Saunders was long known for 
the solidity and breadth of his scholarship as 
weJI as for his mature judgment in relation 
to the practical affairs of life. Mr. Saunders 
became postmaster at Mount Pleasant under 
appointment by President Martin Van Buren 
there having been no other aspirant for th~ 
position, the salary of which was but twenty 
dollars a year, thus his appointment having 
been made\ under the administration of a 
Democratic president, though he himself was 
at the time an ardent supporter of the Whig 
party. During his incumbency of this position 
the office and its importance grew materially 
so that when President Polk was e lected here~ 
moved Mr. Saunders from office and appointed 
a successor. This instance of apparent 
adversity was the best thing that ever hap
pened for Alvin Saunders. He had been a 
faithful and efficient official while the emolu
ments were trifling, and his removal at a time 
when he was in a fair way to reap the re
ward of his faithful service aroused consider
able indignation among the people of that sec
tion, a popular attitude that ultimately re
dounded to his political advantage. He was 
the youngest delegate to the Iowa Constitu
tiona l Convention of 1846, and in this connec
tion became widely known as a young man of 
exceptional promise in public affairs. His un
yielding opposition to the extension of slavery 
into the territories, notwithstanding his south
ern origin, won him, in 1854, an election to the 
State Senate of Iowa, to which position he 
was re-elected in 1858. He was a delegate 
to the first Republican State Convention of 
Iowa , and aided in laying the foundation of a 
party that has been almost continuously suc
cessful in the Hawkeye State from that day to 
the present. In 1860 he was a delegate to ~he 
Republican National Convention that nomiD· 
ated Abraha m Lincoln for th e presidency, and 
he formed personal acquaintaneeship with Mr. 
Lincoln, whom he greatly admired and i?.~ 
half of whose candidacy he made a spmte 
campaign canvass of Iowa. That President 
Lincoln was cognizant of Mr. Saunders' S!!r· 
vices in his behalf and entertained a flattering 
estimate of their value was attested by the 
fact that March 26, 1861, twenty-two days 
after h is inauguration as president, he ar 
pointed Mr. Saunders governor of Nebras a 
Territorv " · 

The fo~egoing narrative n·views the ~artl~ 
of Mr. Saunders up to the time when he tden 
tied himself with Nebraska and its people,h~ 
whose service he gave the best years of 1 

noble, earnest and distinguished life. lie as-
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sumed the office of governor of Nebraska Ter
ritory May 15, 1861, and well did he guide the 
affairs of Nebraska during one of the most 
critical periods in its history, as will be 
attested by the following quotations concern
ing his administration: 

"The Civil war was then in progress. The 
population of the territroy was about 29,000, 
and not only must Nebraska furnish her full 
quota of soldiers to fight the battles of the 
Union, but the territory itself must be pro
tected from the raids of warlike Indians. 
After 3,000 troops had been sent to swell the 
armies of the North Governor Saunders issued 
a proclamation exhorting all able-bodied men 
in the territory to volunteer for frontier ser
vice, and the call met with a ready and cheer
ful response. Long before coming to Nebraska 
Governor Saunders had been an advocate of a 
great trans-continental railway, and after as
suming the office of governor he never re
linquished his ardent enthusiasm for that proj
ect. In his first official ·message to the 
~eb.raska Legislature he expressed the con
VIctiOn that such a route must ultimately 
traverse the Platte Valley, and when Congress 
passed the measure for the construction of this 
great railway system Governor Saunders was 
made one of the formal directors of its affairs 
<lnd its destiny. When the ceremonies attend-
ng the breaking of ground for the enterprise 

were observed, December 2, 1863, Governor 
Saunders delivered the chief address, and he 
was subsequently a member of a committee 
of. citizens through whom was conveyed cer
tam property transferred by the city of 
Omaha to the bridge company for the purposes 
of the railroad bridge of the Union Pacific be
tween Omaha and Council Bluffs. In his mes
sage to the Legislature of 1865 Governor 
Sau-nders intimated that he did not contem
pl~te seeking a reappointment to the governor
ship upon the completion of his term and 
before the session was far advanced the Legis
lature ad.opted a resolution, which was sup
ported without regard to partisan lines ask- • 
1~g his ;eappointment, a copy of this r~solu
~Ion havmg been sent to President Lincoln. It 
Is probable that President Lincoln's last official 
act was to appoint Governor Saunders for a 
second term, for when his private room was 
opened immediately after his assassination the 
commission of Governor Saunders was found 
lying open upon the President's table. After 
the accession of Nebraska to statehood March 
27, 1867, Governor Saunders retired ~nd was 
sl:lcceeded by Hon. David Butler, who had pre
VIOusly been elected by popular vote." 

Governor Saunders was a Nebraska dele
gate to the Republican National Convention of 
1868, when General Ulysses Grant was nomi
nated for the presidency, and in 1877 he was 
elected representative of Nebraska in the 
United States Senate, in which he was influ
ential in the legislation for the national re
sumption of specie payment and in that for 
the correction of the northern boundary line 
of Nebraska, to the domain of which state 
600,000 acres of land were thus added. The 
last public service of Governor Saunders was 

as a member of the Utah commission a non
partisan board created by Congress 'in 1883 
to effect the elimination of polygamy in Utah. 
He retained this position four years and then 
resigned. 

Throughout his public career Governor 
Saunders was engaged in business in Omaha, 
and he was here the founder, and for several 
years the president, of the State Bank of 
Nebraska, which later became the Merchants 
National Bank. He was one of the original 
stockholders of the Omaha Smelting Works 
was one of the incorporators of the company 
that constructed the railway line . between 
Omaha and La Platte, now a part of the C. 
B. & Q. Railroad, he having served as vice
president of the company, and he was largely 
concerned in the development of the street
railway and gas systems of Omaha, as well 
as other public utilities. He met with severe 
financial reverses in the panic of 1875, but 
he eventually paid every dollar of indebted
ness and accumulated another substantial 
fortune. For a number of years prior to hi s 
death the Governor was executive head of the 
Omaha Real Estate & Trust Company, and 
he was one of the founders of the Omaha Real 
Estate Exchange, now known as the Omaha 
~eal Estate Board, and was its first president, 
m 1886. He was resident vice-president of 
the Trans-Mississippi and International Ex
position held in Omaha in 1898. Governor 
Saunders gave large service in the develop
ment of the admirable public school s svstem of 
the state, and especially the Omaha· schools 
and in this connection he served in executiv~ 
positions, including his membership on the 
Omaha Board of Education. He served as 
grandmaster of the Nebraska Grand Lodge of 
the Indep~ndent Order of Odd Fellows, and 
was a th1rd-class member of the Military 
Order of the Loyal Legion of the United 
States. in recognition of his loyal and patriotic 
attitude in the period of the Civil war. 

In Washington, D. C., on the 11th of March, 
1856, was solemnized the marriage of Gov
ernor Saunders and Miss Marthena Survillar 
Barlow, who survives him, at the venerable 
age of ninety-one years, at the opening of the 
year 1926, and who was long a gracious leader 
in the social life of Omaha, where she is held 
in affectionate regard by all who have come 
within the sphere of her influence. Governor 
Saunders is survived also by one son and one 
daughter, the latter of whom, Mary, is the 
wife of Russell B. Harrison, of Indianapolis, 
Indiana, son of the late General Benjamin 

· Harrison, former president of the United 
States. Charles L. Saunders, the son, is made 
the subject of specific mention in the following 
sketch. 

CHARLES L. SAUNDERS is the only son of 
Alvin Saunders, the last territorial governor 
of Nebraska, whose personal record enters so 
intimately into the hi story of the common
wealth. Governor Saunders, whose personal 
record is given in the preceding sketch, died 
November 1, 1899. The mother of Charles L . 
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HECULLL::CTIU:\S .-\:\JJ SKETC'IJI~S 

Alvin Saunders was a brother of Presley Saunders. He was born in the same 

County and State, that is to say, in Fleming County, Kentucky, in I 8 I 7. He 

located at Mount Pleasant in I 836 and engaged in merchandising and banking 

with his brother, Presley. The firm enjoyed a high reputation in that part of the 

State for many years. He and his brother were instrumental in securing a postoffice 

at Mount Pleasant, and he was commissioned by President Van Buren, as Post

master, a position in which he served seven years. He early became prominent, and 

was a member of the Second Constitutional Convention, in I 846. In 1854 he 

was a member of the State Senate and as an anti-slavery Whig, was an important 

factor in securing the election of James Harlan to the United States Senate in 1855. 
He was one of the organizers of the Republican Party and a delegate to the con

vention assembled for that purpose in 185 6. He was a member of the State Senate 

in I 854, 1856, 1858, I 860 and the extra session of 1861, serving in all, eight 

years in that body. He not only assisted in the election of Mr. Harlan to the 

United States Senate, but subsequently. in that of James W. Grimes . The most 

useful service perhaps, rendered by him to his constituency, was in securing the 

establishment of the Insane Hospital at Mount Pleasant. The effort was opposed 

with intense bitterness . The proposed asylum was alleged to be a needless affair, a 

job started for the benefit of a locality and largely out of proportion to the needs of 

the State for a century. But for the efforts of Alvin Saunders, the project would 

have been delayed for years, and might have been altogether lost for Mount Pleas

ant. :;. In 1860 he was chosen a delegate to the N a tiona! Republican Convention, 

which nominated Mr. Lincoln and was a leading and influential member of the 

delegation . Professor Herriott says, "Alvin Saunders, Charles C. Nourse and 

Governor S. ] . Kirkwood were probably the most influential Lincoln workers among 

the Iowans.'''f- :;. In 1861 he was appointed by President Lincoln, Governor of 

Nebraska Territory, was re-appointed in 1865, and served until it became a State 

in 1867. He was subsequently elected United States Senator from that State for 
SIX years . He afterward served for ten years on the Utah Commission. 

At the reunion of the Pioneer Law Makers ' Association in 1896, he was 
present and delivered an address upon the Convention, of which he had been a mem

ber fifty years before, in 1846, that formed the Constitution under which the State 
was admitted into the Union. Of him Charles Aldrich said: 

.\ l r. Saunders wa s an able and ~ uccestiful 1Jusine8s man, elosely identified with 
tiHJ progress an d deve lopm ent of Iowa while he re sided within the State and 
equally so of the State of hi s adoption. H e ha d amas,;ed a handsome fortune, which 
was s wept a wa:v by the panic of lSn: but with characteri s tic foresight and energy 
he went to work again a nd not only pa id off every dollar he owe d, but acquired a 
su ffi cient competency to make his last years c-o mfortable. An a ble, just and honest 

*Annals or Juwa , Third St>ri.,s. \'ol. ·1. :;lij _ 

•• Iowa a nd th e First Nomination of Abrah a m Lin coln , Ann a ls of Iowa, Third 
Seri es. Vol. 8. 96. 
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Individual Record 

Individual Record 

Alvin SAUNDERS (AFN: TQVJ-SD) 
Sex:M 

Event(s) 
Birth: 12 Jul 1815 

, Fleming Co, Ky 
Death: 1 Nov 1899 

Omaha, , Neb. 

Parents 
Father: Gunnell S~UN.DER$ (AFN: 4VVT-XV) 

Mother: Mal)' MAUZY (AFN: 4VVV-67) 

Submitter(s) 
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1840 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

<:f)1 ancestry 
You searched for Alvin Saunders in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1 ·BOO-ANCESTRY 

~ 1997-2010 Ancestry.corn 

1840 United States Federal Census 

Name: Alvin Saunders 

County: Henry 

State: Iowa Territory 

Number of 
tPo~~gcg,m 

Ages of nerso.ns.in 
lfousehold: 

. Occupation 
mfonnatwn : 

View image 

Source Citation: Year: 18-JO; Ct'nsus Place: , 1/cnry, Iowa Territory; Roll 101: Pagt>: H7: 
Image: 2-JO: Family Histof)· Libr<H)' F-Ilm: 0007/90. 

Anf'estlyrom. 18-JO United Stutes Federal Censu.'> fdotabase on-lint•). 
Pro\·o. CT, L'Sr\: Ancestry.com Operations lne, :wag. 
!magt>s rt>produced b~ Fami!ySeHTTh. 

Original data: Si>.ih Census of the Gnited Stales. 1840; (:\ational Archives .\1icrofilm Publication 
.\1704.580 rolls): Records of the Bureau of the C<·nsus. Record Group 29: :'\a tiona! Archives. 
Washington. D.C. 

Description: 
This database details those persons enurnerat(>d in thr 18.-to L1nited Statrs Frder<~l Crnsw •. the 
Sixth Census of tht' United States. In addition, the names of those tistt>d on the population 
sch€"rlule are linked to the actual images oftlw J8.to Fedeml Ct>nsus. Enunwrators of the t8.to 
rf'nsus wt>re asked to include thl" follo\.,ing catl"gories in the ct'n.sus: name of head of houst."hold. 
numbf.'r of free white males and femak•s. numbt>r of otlwr free pprsons. namE's of slaw own(•rs 
and number of slaves. number of foreigners. and town or district and county of residenct.•. Learn 
more .. 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 

Corporate Information PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions 

Ancestry.com 

http:/ /search.ancestry .com/cgi -bin/sse.dll ?indiv= 1 &db= 1840usfedcenancestry%2c&rank= ... 

Page 1 of 1 
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1850 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

<}~ ancestry 
You searched for Alvin Saunders in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

c~ 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

1850 United States Federal Census 

Name: Alvin Saunders 

Age: 36 

Estimated birth abt 1814 

year: 

Birth Place: Kentucky 

G€ndcr: Male 

Home in 1850 Mount Pleasant, Henry, Iowa 

(City ,County ,State): 

Family Number: 249 

Household 

Members: 

Name 

Mary Saunders 

Frances Mackey 

Alvin Saunders 

William A Saunders 

George A Stone 

Source Citation: Year: 1850; Census Place: .\.fount Pleasant, Henry, lou·a: Roll M-432 _18-1: 
Pag~": 177A: lmagt•: 9'"'. 

Source Information: 
Anceslrv.com. 1850 l!nited States Federal Censw; ldatabase on~lint' J. Pro\'O, L.:T. USA: 
Ancestr)..com Operations. Ine .. 2009. lmagt's reproduct•d by FamilySearch. Original data: 

Age 

6s 

44 

36 

33 

17 

St>H'nth Census of th(~ Unilrd States. 1850: (National Archives Microfilm Publication i\L.f32, 1009 
rolls): Records oft he Bureau of tht> Census. Record Group 29: :-.rational Archives, Wa~hinglon. 
D.C. 

Description: 
This database is an index to indi\ictnals enunwrated in the 1850 United Statf's FC'deral Census. 
the SeH•nth CC'nsus of the United States. Ct'nsus takers recorded many drtai\s inrluding each 
p('rson's name, age as oftlw census day. srx. color. birthplace. occupation of males over ag,e 
fiftrr.>n. and more. No rf'lationships wrrr ('hown between mt'mbers of a houst>hold. Additionally. 
thr names of those listrd on the population schedule are linked to artual imagf:'s of tht> 1850 
Federal Ct'nsus. Learn more ... 

Ancestry.com Slog Affiliates Advertising 

Corporate Information PRNACY POLICY Tenns and Conditions 

Ancestry.com 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 - Ancestry .com 

'' ancestry 
You searched for Alvin Saunders in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

't 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Name: Alvin Saunders 

Hirth Year: abt1816 

Birth Place: Kentucky 

Gender: Male 

Marital Status: Married 

Census Date: 1856 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Henry 

Locali ty: Center 

Roll : IA_s6 

Line: 4 

Family Number: 288 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name 

Members: 

Source Inform ation: 

Alvin Saunders 

Marthena Saunders 

Frances Saunders 

Anrestry.com. Iowa State Census Collection, J8.36-1925ldatabase on-line]. Provo. L:T. USA: 

Age 

40 

21 

Ancestry.rom Opf;'rations Inc. 2007. Original d(lt<l: \licrofihn of Iowa State Censuses. 18,56. 188:;. 
189.5. 1905. 1915. 192.5 a:; well various spe.>rial censuses from 1836-1897 obtained from the S.tatl~ 
llistorical Society of Iowa \·ia Hrritagt' Quest. 

Description: 
This dat<1base rontains Iowa st(ltr ITnsuse!' for the following _wars: 1856. t88s. 1895, 1905. 191.,;;, 
and 1925. It al$o indudt's sam<.' hrad of household censuses and other spe<·ial censuse~ from 
1836-1897· Information ;n·ailable for an indi\'idua! will Hlry according to lhe census year ~nd lht' 
information reqursted on thr ct'nsus form. Some of the information contained in this rlatabase 
though includes: name. age. gender. race, birthplare. fl1<1ritalstatus. and plact' of enutnt'T"ation. 
Learn more ... 

Ancestry.com Slog Affiliates Advertising 

Corporate Information PRIVACY POLleY Terms and ConditiOns 

Page 1 of 1 

Ancestry.com 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

1860 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

r-:~ ancestry 
You searched for Alvin Saunders in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

C:_ 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

1860 United States Federal Census 

Name: Alvin Saunders 

Age in 1860: 42 

Birth Yea r: abt 1818 

Birthplace: Kentucky 

Home in 186o: Mount Pleasant, Henry, Iowa 

Gender: Male 

Post Office: Mount Pleasant 

Va lue of real View image 

estate: 

Household Name 

Members : Alvin S(!unders 

Marthena Saunders 

Charles Saunders 

J H Barlow 

Frances Miller 

Age 

42 

28 

3 

18 

51 

Sou r ce Cita tion: Yt'ar: 186o: Census Plare: Mount Pleasant, l!enry, lou:a: Roll M653 32..J; 
PagE': 68: Image: 68: Family llistof} LibnH)o' Film: 80.3.'J2..J. 

Source Information: 
Anc<'StJ)'.com. 1860 United S tates J.'ederal Census (database on-line 1- Provo. UT. USA: 
Ancestl}'.com Operations, inc., 2009. Images reproduced by FamilySt>arch. Origin;ll data: l86o 
l".S. rE"nsus, population srhedulf'. NARA microfilm publication ~1653 . 1 ... ,u8 rolls. \\'Hshington. 
O.C.: ~ation<ll ArchiH•s and Rt'CordsAdministration. n.d. 

Description: 
This database is an index to individuals ~?numeratrd in lhf' 1860 United Statrs Frdt>ral Cf'nsus. 
tll{' Eighth Census of the United States. Cen~us takrr:; recordt>d many details induding f'ach 
per:::..on's. name, age as of the census day. SE'X, color; birthplat·e, oc('upation of males owr age 
fifteen. and more. No rele~tionships were shown between members of e~ household. Additionally'. 
the names oft host> listed on tht• population schedule are linkt'd to e~ctual images of tht' 1860 
FC'<irral Census. Learn more ... 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 

Corporate Infonnation PRNACY POUCY Terms and Conditions 

Ancestry .com 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

U.S. and International Marriage Records, 1560-1900- Ancestry.com 

4)i ancestry 
Return to Alvin Saunders 

Children (2) 

Charles Saunders 

Mary Angeline Saunders 

B. 1856 

B. 1861 

Compare With People From Your Family Tree 

l':o Alvin Saunders 

~ B: 12 Jult815 in Flemingsburg, Fleming, Kentucky, USA 

D: 1 Nov 1899 in Omaha, Douglas, Nebraska, USA 

Marthena Survillar Barlow B:1836 in Greenr.:a..-.11<". Jnd 

U.S. and International Marriage Records, 1560-1900 

Name: Alvin Saunders 

Gender: male 

Birt h Place: KY 

Bi1ih Year: 1815 

Spouse Name: Marthena Barlow 

Marriage 1856 

Year: 

Maniage State : DC 

Number Pages: 

Source Cita tion : Source number: 1562.001; Source t.rpe: Family group sheet, FGSE.listed as 
parents; !\umber of Pages: 1: Submitter Code: . 

Source Informa tion : 
Y.:ttes Publishing. U.S. and lnternational.\1arriage RecordS,1560 -1900 [databa~e on-JineJ. 
ProYO, UT. USA: Anct>str.v.com Opt>rations Inc, 2004. 
Original data: This unique collection of records was Pxtracted from a variety of sources including 
family group sheets and el(•ctronir databas~s. Originally. the information was dt?riwd from an 
array of materials including pedign•e charts, family histol)· drticles. querie. 

Descrip tion : 
Thi~ data bas(• contains marri<~gr r~:"cord information for approximat<•ly l,..J.OO,ooo indkiduals 
from across all 50 United Statf's and 3'.! different countries around the ,.,·orld between 1560 and 
1900. These rt'corcls, which indude information on owr soo years of marriages. wert' Pxtracted 
from family group sheets. electronic databases . biographies, \'•rills. and other sources. Learn 
more ... 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 

t 1997-2010 Ancestry.com Corporate Information PRNACY POLICY Tenns and Conditions 

Page 1 of 1 

Part'nl." 

Gunnell Saunders 

mary magret mauzy 
I""'~H..j - 1851 

Ancestry.com 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Roots Web's WorldConnect Project: Tangled Roots, Knotted Branches Page 1 of3 

Welcome to RootsWeb.com Sign in 

AN 

4)1 ancestry 
CO rv1rv1 U'J T Y rootsweb Jmdill.'J ,>ur ftlt){\ l < ~ft'llh'l . 

[_~()rll~l~~C!~c~~~=:Li'~.rll!'Y .!!::.:_s.__;_~!"_i~i_!l~ .':i~!:>.'J M~~~~~.!Je_~oard_~ -~~~-~!t_:~ _=tj.!"~~W()~~-s_lt:e_lp ~ 

Email Marketing from Constant Contact Build your own email 
in less than 10 minutes. 
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Tangled Roots, Knotted Branches 

Entries: 19311 Updated: 2010-01-31 17:53:09 UTC (Sun) 

Contact: P J Evans · 

.. ,,,q 
'"';., ,., , 

ConsrantContact' 

What You See is What I Have (currently under reconstruction, please ignore the mess) 

• ID: 14046 
• Name: Alvin SAUNDERS 
• Given Name: Alvin 
• Surname: Saunders 
• Sex: M 
• UID: D414006161B7D5118A2B701C09C14908A357 
• Change Date: 19 Feb 2009 1 ~ 3 4 56 7 8 
• Birth: 12 JUL 1815 in Fleming co, KY 
• Death: 1 NOV 1899 in Omaha, Douglas co, NE 
• Burial: 4 NOV 1899 Forest Lawn cern, Omaha, Douglas co, NE 
• Event: 13065 grave 

" Ancestry Hints for Alvin SAUNDERS 
~ancestry 

Father: Gunnell SAUNDERS b: 27 JUL 1783 in Loudoun co, VA 
Mother: Mary MAUZY b: 15 APR 1784 in Fauquier co, VA 

Marriage 1 Marths:ma Sevilla 8._A_RLO'N b: 24 OCT 1834 in 
Greencastle, Putnam co, IN 

• Married: 11 MAR 1856 in Washington, DC 

Children 

1. Charles L SAUNDERS b: 23 DEC 1856 
2. - M~I)/Angeli~~SAlJNDERS b: 16 NOV 1860 

Sources: 

1. Abbrev: IA, Henry co, biographical review 

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=pj-evans-gen&id=I4046 4/15/2010 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Roots Web's WorldConnect Project: Tangled Roots, Knotted Branches 

Title: Henry co, Iowa, Biographical Review 
Page: 313-314 

2. Abbrev: obituary, Saunders, Alvin 
Title: Alvin Saunders obituary, Omaha World-Tribune, Omaha, 
NE, abt 2 Nov 1899, 1 

3. Abbrev: 1870 census, Saunders, Alvin 
Title: Alvin Saunders, 1870 US census, Omaha, Douglas co, NE, 
p486; National A rchives and Records Administration Series 
M593, roll829. n, DC: National Archives and Records 
Administration 
Text: Household Members: Name Age 
Alvin Saunders 50 
Marthena Saunders 36 
Charles Saunders 14 
Mary Saunders 1 0 
Mary Alemann 50 
Repository: 

Name: Ancestry.com 
Provo, UT 
USA 
Provo, UT 
USA 

4. Abbrev: 1856 lA census, Saunders, Alvin 
Title: Alvin Saunders, 1856 Iowa state census, Center, Henry co, 
lA,; Roll: lA -56 . 
Text: Household Members: Name Age 
Alvin Saunders 40 
Marthena Saunders 21 
Frances Saunders 48 
Repository: 

Name: Ancestry.com 
Provo, UT 
USA 
Provo, UT 
USA 

5. Abbrev: 1850 census, Saunders, Mary 
Title: Mary Saunders, 1850 US census, Mt Pleasant, Henry co, 
lA, p177; Nationa I Archives and Records Administration Series 
M432, roll184. ngton, DC: National Archives and Records 
Administration 
Text: Household Members: Name Age 
Mary Saunders 65 
Frances Mackey 44 
Alvin Saunders 36 
William A Saunders 3 3 
George A Stone 17 
Repository: 

Name: Ancestry.com 
Provo, UT 
USA 
Provo, UT 
USA 

6. Abbrev: 1860 census, Saunders, Alvin 
Title: Alvin Saunders, 1860 US census, Mt Pleasant, Henry co, 
IA, p68; Nationa I Archives and Records Administration Series 
M653, roll 324. ngton, DC: National Archives and Records 
Administration 
Text: Household Members: Name Age 

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=pj-evans-gen&id=I4046 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Roots Web's WorldConnect Project: Tangled Roots, Knotted Branches 

Alvin Saunders 42 
Marthena Saunders 28 
Charles Saunders 3 
J H Barlow 18 [James H Barlow, brother-in-law] 
Frances Miller 51 
Repository: 

Name: Ancestry.com 
Provo, UT 
USA 
Provo, UT 
USA 

7. Abbrev: 1880 census, Saunders, Alvin 
Title: Alvin Saunders, 1880 US census, Washington, DC, ED 63, 
p362c; National A rchives and Records Administration Series 
T9, roll 123. tional Archives and Records Administration 
Repository: 

Name: Ancestry.com 
Provo, UT 
USA 
Provo, UT 
USA 

Repository: 
Name: Family History Library 
Salt Lake City, UT 84150 
USA 

8. Abbrev: _Early Settlers of Sangamon Co_ 
Title: John Carroll Power with Mrs S A Power, <i>History of 
the Early Settlers o fSangamon County, Illinois</i> 
(Springfield, IL: Edwin A Wilson & Co, 1 876) > rs of 
Sangamon County, Illinois</i>. Springfield, IL: Edwin A 
Wilson & Co, 1876. 
Page: p637-639 

Make Your Ancestors Proud of You! 

Page 3 of3 
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RootsWeb.com, Inc. is NOT responsible for the content of the GEDCOMs uploaded through the 
WorldConnect Program. If you have a problem with a particular entry, please contact the submitter of said 
entry. You have full control over your GEDCOM. You can change or remove it at any time. 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Governor Alvin Saunders- Overview- Ancestry.com 

<-17! ancestry Hi, he!enJwhl Sign Out Mess,ages {3} My Account Help To-Oos QuiCk links 

Home Family Trees Search Collaborate Learning Center DNA Publish Shop Hire an Expert i\.dd to Qulck Unks 

Watson-Clay VleVI Family Tree Owner coleen kelch 

Governor Alvin Saunders - Birth 12 Jul1817 in Flemingsburg, Fleming, Kentucky, USA 

Death 1 Nov 1899 in Omaha, Douglas, Nebraska, USA 

Sllow imme(iiate family More options 

Overview Facts and Sources Media Gallery Comments Member Connect 

Media Gallery ( see all ) 

Photos (3J 

stones (1) 

AudiO{ OJ 
Story 

V-(0) Alvin Saunders alvin saunders Alvin Saunder.. . Alvin Saunders 

Timeline ( View details ) 

1817 
1:./.Ju[ 

Age: 39 

1856 

Age: 39 

1860 

Age: 43 

Birth 
Flemrngsburq, Fleming, Kentucky, USA 

Marriage to Martha S Barlow 
DC 

Residence 
Center 

Resid_ence 
Mount Pleasant. Henry, Iowa 

Death 
1 Sm Omaha~ Douglas, Nebraska, USA 

Age! 82 

Comments 

No comments have been added yet. 

Add a comment 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Slog Affiliates Advertising 

J 19'P<2010 Ancestly.c.cm Corporate Information PRIVACY POUCY Terms and Conditions 

3 source citaoons 

1 source citatiOn 

1 source citation 

1 source citation 

Home Person find a person m th1s tree 

Save this person to your tree 

Comment on this 

Family Members 

Parents 

Gunnell Saunders 
1783- 1848 

Mary Mauzy 
1784-1851 

Show Sibl ings 

Spouse & Children 

Martha 5 Barlow 
1836-

Olhcr Spouse & Children 

No Spouse 

Mary Angeline Scaunders 
1861- 1944 

Family group sheet 

Histoncal Records 

1860 United States Federal Census 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

U.S. and International Marnage Records, 1560-
1900 

View source citations (4) 

Web Links 

There are no web/inks available for th1s person. 

Search the web for Governor Alvin Saunders 

Ancestry .com 

http:/ /trees.ancestry .com/tree/ 5 8993 91 /person/-1 024041728 ?ssrc= 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Alvin Saunders - Overview- Ancestry.com 

~! ancestry Hi, helenJwhl Si9D Qut M~~g~s_(3) !1y Acco_y_nt ~P To-Dos QuiCk. links 

Home Family Trees Search Collaborate Leam1ng Center DNA Publish Shop Hire an Expert Add to Quick Unks 

Saunders Family Tree VJeW Family Tree 0\vner nik.ki19762005 

Sho~ immediate family 

Alvin Saunders 
Birth 12 Jul1815 in Flemingsburg, Fleming, Kentucky, USA 

Death 1 Nov 1899 in Oma~, Douglas, Nebraska, USA 

More optiOns 

Overview Facts and Sources Media Gallery Comments Member Connect 

Media Gallery ( see all ) 

Photos (3J 

Stones (1) 

Audio( OJ 
Story 

V>deo(O) Alvin Saunders Alvin Saunders alvin saunders Alvin Sa under ... 

Timeline (View deta1!s ) 

1815 
12.ful 

185 0 

Age:41 

Age: 41 

1860 

Age: 45 

il'>i<>\ 

Age: 84 

Comments 

Birth 
Flemingsburg, Fleming, Kentucky, USA 

Residence 
MQ1,1nt Pleasant,. Henry, Iowa 

Marriage to Marthena Sun~llar Barlow 
Mt Pleasant. Henry~ Iowa, USA 

Residence 
Center 

Residence 
Mount Pleasant, Henry, Iowa 

Death 
Omaha, Douglas, Nebraska, USA 

No comments have been added yet. 

Add a comment 

Contact US: 1-BOQ-.ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Slog Affiliates Advertising 

1997·2010 A.l"lC.eStry cvm Corporate lnformation PRIVACY POUCY Terms and Conditions 

4 source citabons 

1 source otabon 

1 source Cltatmn 

1 source otabon 

Home Person find a person m this tree 

Save this pel"$0n to your tree 

Comment on this 

Family Members 

Parcnls 

Gunnell Saunders 
1783- 1848 

mary magret mauzy 
1784 - 1851 

Sh0ws1blmgs 

Spouse & Childrctl 

Marthena Survillar Barlow 
1836- 1928 

Charles Saunders 
1856- 1927 

,..ary Angeline Saunders 
1861- 1944 

Family group sheet 

Historical Records 

1850 United States Federal Census 

1860 United States Fecle10! Census 

Iowa State Census CollectJonJ 1836-1925 

U.S. and International Marriage Records, 1560-
1900 

View source citations (5) 

Web Links 

There are no weblmks available for th1s person. 

Search the web for Alvin Saunders 

Ancestry .com 

http:/ /trees.ancestry .com/tree/ 57 46928/person/ -14025 0 1127?ssrc= 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Alvin Saunders- View media- Ancestry.com Page 1 of 1 

cBJ ancestry Hi, helenjwhl Sign Out Messages (3) My Account Help To-Dos Quick Links 

Home Family Trees Search Collaborate Learning Center DNA Publish Shop Hire an Expert 

Alvin Saunders 

Alvin Saunders was born near Flemingsburg, Fleming County, Kentucky, on July 
12, 1817. The son of a farmer, Frinnell, and Mary (Mauzy) Saunders, he lived on 
homesteads in Fleming County and, after 1829, near Springfield, Illinois. He was 
educated in the common schools around Springfield where he lived until 1836. 
Saunders struck out on his own at the age of nineteen, and went to find land in 
the New Blackhawk Purchase, settling finally at Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, which was at 
that time still a part of the Territory of Wisconsin.At first he worked on a farm, but 
shortly thereafter hired on as a derk in the store of a pioneer merchant at Mt. 
Pleasant. A Whig supporter, he was appointed to be the first postmaster of Mt. 
Pleasant by Democratic President, Martin Van Buren. His removal from that office 
by President Polk aroused a swell of indignation that carried Saunders' name to 
the attention of the general public. As a delegate to the Iowa Constitutional 
Convention of 1846, his opposition to the extension of slavery into the territories 
helped him win a seat in the Iowa Senate in 1854, to which he was returned in 
1858. The year 1860 found Saunders in the Republican ranks, attending both the 
Iowa State Republican Convention and the Chicago Convention. In the Chicago 
convention he became acquainted with Abraham Uncoln, whom he supported 
vigorously both a t the convention and back in Iowa. Saunders' support was 
acknowledged in March, 1861, only days after Lincoln's inauguration, when he 
received an appointment to serve as Governor of the Territory of Nebraska. Within 
two months the Civil War had begun, and on May 18, 1861 Governor Saunders 
issued his first prodamation, calling for the Counties to organize companies for the 
purpose of mustering, the First Regiment of Nebraska Volunteers. In July of 1862 
it became necessary to organize a company of volunteers for a state militia to 
combat the depredations of the newly active hostile Indians and border raiders. 
During the war years, Saunders continued to express his strong support of the 
trans-continental railroad, of which he had long been an advocate. He was 
instrumental in the adoption o f the measure and was named one of the formal 
directors of the project. Alvin Saunders was also one of the important men in the 
group which finally won statehood for Nebraska. I n his 1865 message to the 
legislature, he indicated that he did not intend to seek reappointment to the office, 
but the legislature disregarded party lines and unanimously petitioned President 
Uncoln to reappoint him. Saunders was reappointed, and was in office to witness 
the winning of statehood, after which he retired from office and devoted himself to 
his private affairs. 

Throughout his term of office, he had been active in business affairs in Omaha. He 
was the founder and President o f the State Bank o f Nebraska, later the 
Merchants National Bank, and was one of the original stockholders of the Omaha 
Smelting Works. He was executive head o f the Omaha Real Estate and Trust 
Company, and one o f the founders o f the Omaha Real Estate Exchange. In 1868 
Saunders was one of the Nebraska delegates to the Republican National 
Convention, and in 1877 he was elected to the U.S. Senate, where he was 
influential in winning the resumption of specie payments and in the 

correction of the northern boundary line of the state. Upon his death at Omaha in 
November, 1899, he left his wife, Marthena (Barlow) Saunders, and two children. 

nikki19762005 added thrs on 27 Apr 2008 

http:/ /trees.ancestry .com/tree/57 46928/person/-140250 1127 I story 11 

Add this to my tree 

Attached to in this tree 

~).. Alvin Saunders 

1815 - 1899 

other trees this object is saved to 

Dale Roots 

by rockys_mom2000 on 4 Feb 2010 

CARSON Family Tree 

by CAROLKEE on 8 Jun 2009 

Mikel Family Tree 

by lorenegi on 25 May 2009 

OUR FAMILY TREE 

by ehstewart1 on 28 Feb 2009 

Watson .Clay 

by ooleen kelch on 29 Sep 2008 

Kelso/Reynolds Family Tree 

by mtvreynolds3 on 7 Sep 2008 

Monroe/Harrison Family Tree 

by , jycmonroe on 18 Ckt 2009 

Attach to a person in another tree 

Add to Quick Unks 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Roots Web's WorldConnect Project: Saunders Family Tree Page 1 of4 

Discover Your Ancestors. Search Newspapers 1690-present. All 50 States. 

Enter First Name: Enter Last Name: 

Saunders Family Tree 

Entries: 8581 Updated: 2006-07-17 07:09:09 UTC (Mon) 

Contact: Roger Saunders -~ ',/,: ::::··;_'-_;·. <' \ _.. ··.::.:· .. :' _: . .' :~~;,:_::.•,..:. _ .. ::.":-" 
' . 

l!ld~x I I>_escendancy I ~I P~!ligre~ I Ahnentafel l Dowrdoad G__EDCOM I Add Post-em 

• ID: 13963 
• Name: Alvin SAUNDERS 
• Given Name: Alvin 
• Surname: SAUNDERS 
• Sex: M 
• Birth: 12 JUL 1815 in Fleming Co, Ky 
• Death: 1 NOV 1899 in Omaha, NE 
• Emigration: 1829 Springfield, IL 
• Emigration: 1836 Mt. Pleasant, Henry Co, lA 
• CONF: 1840 
• Note: He was appointed postmaster of Mount Pleasant by President 
Van Buren, and served as such postmaster while Mount Pleasant was 
in the Michigan, Wis consin, and Iowa Territories. Postmaster, Mt. 
Pleasant, IA 
• Event: Iowa State Senate Elected BET 1854 AND 1861 
• Event: Delegate Republican National Convention Elected 1860 
• Note: He was a member of the Republican national convention, 
which nominated Ab raham Lincoln as president. 
• CONF: MAR26 1861-March27, 1867 
• Note: On March 26, 1861, he was appointed by President Lincoln as 
Governor oft he Territory ofNebraska, which office he held until 
Nebraska was admitted into the Union as a state, March 27, 1867. 
Governor of the Territory ofNebraska 
• Occupation: Banking, Omaha, NE BET 1867 AND 1877 
• Event: U.S. Senator, NE 1 term Elected 1887 
• Note: In 1877 he was elected as a member of the United States 
Senate from the State od Nebraska, which office he held until 1883. 
• Event: Fact BET 1840 AND 1899 
• Note: He was identified with many important projects and 
enterprises in Omaha , such as the construction of the Omaha & 
Southwestern Railroad, the ga s works, the smelting works and the 
Trans-Mississippi and International E xposition. Public Service 
Projects 
• Burial: 1899 Forest Lawn Cemetary, Omaha, NE 
• Note: 

http:/ /wc.rootsweb.ancestry .com/cgi -bin/igm.cgi ?op=GET &db=rogerws 1 &id= 13 963 4/15/2010 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Roots Web's WorldConnect Project: Saunders Family Tree 

Alvin (12 Jul1815- 01 Nov 1899) married (03 Nov 1856) 
Martha Barlow. 
AL YIN, born July 12, 1817, in Fleming County, Ky., 
came with his parents to Sangamon County, Ill., in 1828, 
drove an ox team in breaking prairi e and hauling wood to 
Springfield. He remained with his father unti11836, when 
he joined his brother Presley at what is now Mt. Pleasant, 
Henry County, Iowa, then part of the territory of 
Wisconsin. There were but four families, and not more 
than a dozen houses in the town. He first hire d to a 
farmer, but soon after found employment as a clerk in a 
small dr y goods store. His education was too limited for 
the latter position, s o he attended night school, and in this 
way improved himself, and retaine d his position as clerk. 
He was the first Postmaster at Mt. Pleasant, an d continued 
in that position seven years, during which time he was in a 
partnership with his brother Presley, in mercantile 
business. He was a mem ber of the constitutional 
convention oflowa, under which that State wa s admitted 
into the Union, and was elected State Senator in 1854. He 
was a delegate to the first Republican convention oflowa, 
which met Feb. 2 2, 1856. Alvin Saunders was married 
March 11, 1856, in Washington, D. C., to Marthena 
Barlow, who was born Oct. 24, 1834, at Greencastle, Ind. 
She is a niece of Mrs. Senator Harlan. They have two 
children. CHARLES L., born Dec. 23, 1856, and MARY 
A., born Nov. 16, 1860, live with their parents. In 1858 
Mr. Saunders was elected his own successor to the State 
Se nate. He was a delegate to the National Republican 
Convention of 1860, wh ich nominated Mr. Lincoln as a 
candidate for President of the United States. He and Mr. 
Lincoln became 
acquainted in Sangamon County, Ill., when both were 
unknown. During Mr. S aunders' second term as State 
Senator oflowa, Mr. Lincoln appointed him , early in 
1861, Governor of Nebraska Territory, a position he held 
for six years, and until Nebraska was admitted to the 
Union as a State, whic h he officially announced by 
proclamation, March 27, 1867. When the Union Pacific 
Railroad bill passed congress, Gov. Saunders was 
appointed by t hat body one of the commissioners to give 
practical form to the measure, and on Dec. 2, 1863, 
ground was broken at Omaha by his moving with hi s own 
hands the first spade full of earth for the construction of 
that gr eat thoroughfare. When he was appointed 
Governor, Nebraska Territory was in debt equal to two 
dollars per head for every man, woman and child wi thin 
its limits, and when she was admitted as a State, and 
Governor Saund ers retired, there was sufficient money in 
the treasury to pay all indebt edness, including the expense 
of furnishing Nebraska's quota of troops t o suppress the 
great slaveholders' rebellion. Ex- Gov. Saunders resides in 
Omaha, Nebraska, and is President of the State National 
Bank of that pl ace. 
Alvin Saunders was the first territorial governor of 
Nebraska. Saunders County, Nebraska is named in his 
honor. 
A PROCLAMATION, 
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Roots Web's WorldConnect Project: Saunders Family Tree 

BY THE 
GOVERNOR OF NEBRASKA TERRITORY. 
In accordance with a custom which has been practiced by 
most of the States and Territories for many years, and in 
obedience to what I believe to b e right and proper, and a 
duty on my part, I, Alvin Saunders, Governor o f the 
Territory ofNebraska, do hereby appoint and designate 
the last Thursday of the present month ofNovember, as a 
day of Thanksgiving and prai se to Almighty God for his 
mercies and blessings to us as a people, and r ecommend 
and request a general observance of the day in such a 
manner a s will properly show our dependence upon Him 
for the many favors we hav e received during the year 
which is now drawing to a close. During the ye ar our 
Nation has been favored with such prosperity as few, if 
any, other people on earth ever enjoyed while prosecuting 
an internal war. Succes s has attended our armies, and 
glorious victories have crowned their effo rts on almost 
every battle=field. General good health has prevailed throu 
ghout most of the country, and especially has this been the 
case in our own beloved Territory. The husbandman has 
been permitted to reap and gathe r a bountiful supply of all 
the necessaries of life, so that none may want or lack 
anything. How proper it is then, that our people should 
"kee p a feast unto the Lord," and lift up their hearts and 
voices in praise a nd Thanksgiving to Him to whom we 
are indebted for "every good and perfect gift," and when 
our rejoicings are going up for all these blessings let us 
not forget the noble and patriotic soldier in the field, nor 
the wid ow and the orphan of those whose husbands and 
fathers sleep with the hero ic dead; but let us ask God's 
blessing upon them, and let us see that the y lack for none 
of the necessaries of life. 
Done at Omaha, this 8th day ofNovember, A. D., 1864. 
By the Governor: 
AL YIN SAUNDERS, 
Governor of Nebraska. 
ALGERNON S. PADDOCK, Secretary ofthe Territory. 

• Ancestry Hints for Alvin SAUNDERS ancestry 

Father: Gunnell SA UNDEE.S Jr. b: 27 JUL 1783 in Louden Co, VA 
Mother: M~[)'_MAUZY b: 15 APR 1784 in Fauguier, VA 

Marriage 1 Marthena BARLQW 

• Married: 1856 in Washington D.C. 

Children 

I. Cbarl~~L_SA_l,JN.QERS 

2. Mary SA1JNDEB.S 
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