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details, and shrewd judgment in determining the 
strong points, he has been enabled so to direct his 
attorneys as seldom to lose a case. He is probably 
the most widely known of any man in his line of 
business in the state, his name being as familiar 
as household words among all country merchants. 
Beginning life without means, he IHts carved his 
own history and made his .own fortune. Though 
now sixty-three years of age, he is as active and 
energetic as when fired by youthful ambition; noble-

' hearted, public-spirited and generous, his character 

1 has ever been unsullied and above reproach. 
Politically, l\1 r. Shelley was formerly a Henry Clay 

whig, and later identified himself with the repub­
lican party. He was a warm supporter of the Union 
cause during the war, but believing that the tend­
ency of the republican party was toward central­
ization, he abandoned it in 187o, and two years 
l'ftter was the· liberal and democratic candidate of 

. . his district for congress. Although he carried his 
•' own county, he was defeated hy his talented op­

ponent, Hon. ( ;eorge W. McCrary. He was demo­
cratic candidate for state senator in 1873, hut was 
defeated l>y a majority of fifteen. He has never 
sought political honors, and allowed his name to 
be used only at the urgent solicitations of friends. 
He made a gallant canvass for congress, and as a 
public speaker, though not trained to the rostrum, 
was logical, illustrative and eloquent; a man of 
commanding presence, finely-formed head, a dear 
ringing voice of great capacity, he easily won the 
attention and admiration of his auditors. He is 
now in full sympathy with the democratic party, 

and believes in the old political tests of character, 
honesty, capacity and fidelity to the. constitution. 
As a writer, he is clear and happy in expression, 
while as a conversationalist, he is fluent and mag­
netic, being thoroughly posted in history, poetry and 
current literature. 

At the present time (1876) Mr. Shelley is president 
of the Iowa Life Insurance Company, located at 
Keokuk, which is fast winning its way to public 
confidence. 

His religious training was under the influence 
of the. Quakers, and though not a member of any 
church, he makes the rnle of his action that ex­
pressed in the words, "whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them," giv­
ing justice to all and oppressing none. 

l'ersonully, he is generous and courteous, and by 
his habitual suavity, impresses even the casual ob­
server as a man among men capable of great things. 

Mr. Shelley was married on the 13th of October, 
1842, to Miss Louise J., daughter of the late Beverly 
B. Stubblefield, a prominent name in Kentucky. 
Mrs. Shelley is an estimable lady of fine native en­
dowments, well educated, a devoted wife and fond 
mother. 

Of their two sons, both of whom were educated 
at Princeton College, New Jersey, William F. is a 
partner of his father ·at Keokuk, and George M. a 
partner at Kansas City in the wholesale dry-goods 
jobbing trade ; both were trained to mercan'tile pur­
suits, and inherit the business talent and personal 
popularity that have so signally ·marked the career 
of their father. 

NEI,VTON. 

SHERMAN GRISWOLD SMITH, son of Ste­
; phen F. Smith and Amanda M. nee Cole, is a 
'native of Green county, New York, dating his birth 
on the 22Cl of May, 1831. His branch of the Smith 
family is of German pedigree, his grandfather com­
ing to this country subsequently to the revolution, 
and settling in (;reen county. The Coles are an old 
New England family. Shetman G. spent the first 
twenty years of his life on farms in Green and Mad­
ison counties in his native state, then came as far 
west as Oberlin, Ohio, where he entered the pre­
paratory department of the college, pursuing his 

studies through .the first term of the junior year, 
wl1en he left and began to teach school and study 
law. He read at Urbana, Ohio, wit!~ James and 
Duell, and was admitted to the bar at a term of the 
supreme court of Ohio held at Columbus in March, 

1857· 
On the nth of November.of that year Mr. Smith 

opened an office in Newton, Jasper county, Iowa, 
and here has since been his home and the field of 
his operations, except a little more than two years, 
which he spent in the military service. He went 
into the army in September, x8tr2, as IUajor of the 
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4oth Iowa Infantry, and was with that regiment a delegate to the national c01wention 111 1 87ti, his 
through all its marches, expeditions, raids and favorite candidate for presidential nominee beinr.; 

battles until late in 1864, when he resigned at Little the Hon. James G. Blaine. 
Rock, Arkansas, on account of ill-health. He has been mayor of Newton one term; has 

Prior to going into the army, in the autumn of done good work at sundry times on the city school 
r861, Major Smith was elected to the state senate, board, and is a trustee of the State Normal School 

and served in the regular and special sessions of j' located at Cedar Falls. 
r862, heartily supporting every war measure of the , He is a Royal Arch Mason, and has been master 

general assembly. I ·of the Newton Lodge. 
He was elected district attorney of the sixth judi- : The religious connection. of Major Smith is with 

cia! district in 187o, and served four years. But the Congregationalists, where he has held a mem- · 
' bership nine or ten years. such positions ~re of very little consequence to him, 

as his professional business is much better than the 
emoluments of any office pertaining to the bar or 
bench. He is an excellent office hwyer and a pow­
erful advocate, standing second to no man at the 

Jasper county·_ bar. 
Major· Smith has always acted with the republican 

party, and is an influential member of it. He was 

His wife was Miss Louisa J .. Dixon, of Newton, 
their union occurring on the 28th of April, 1859· 
They have three children, and have lost two. 

·Major Smith is a man of solid build, physically, 
morally and intellectually, having a stainless record. 
It is fortunate for Iowa that she has a large class of 
just such men. Her honor rests upon them. • 

JACOB H. BRUSH, 

OSAr;E. 

Ar- an early period in American history three 
brothers came from England and settled in 

Huntington, Long Island, and from them have 
sprung the Bru$hes now scattered over the western 
as well as eastern states. Jacob Henry Brush, son 
of Albert and Julia Burchard Brush, is one of these 
descendants, and was born in North Salem, West­
chester county, New York, on the gth of Jnly, 1H,1,1. 

Albert Brush is a farmer, one of the proprietors of 
Brewster, a town in the edge of Putnam county, on 1 

the Harlem railroad, and he and his wife are still 
living in Brewster. The Burchards were early set­
tlers in Norwalk, Cbnnecticut. Jacob spent his early 
years in Westchester and Putnam counties, receiv­
ing his education at the North Salem Academy and 
Amenia and Charlotteville seminaries, teaching the 

district school one winter at Brewster. 

removed to Osage in July, 1856. The next year 
Mr. Brush was joined in the banking business by his 
younger brother, Francis Albert, the firm name 

1 being J. H. Brush and Cc;>. In r86r another brother,· 
Jesse Platt, and in 1866 the youngest brother, Avery, 
engaged with the suuject of this sketl'h in banking, 
and they are still in business together. In 1865 
their private hank was chnnged to the Osage Na-
tional Bank, of which J. H. Brush is president, J. 

About the time he arrived at his majority l\1 r. 
Brush became interested in the west, and concluded 
that here was a good field for young men of ;my 
business tact and a disposition to work. Thus 
impressed, he left Putnam county in May, 1855 ; 
reached Dubuque about the time. the land office 
was being removed; followed it. to Decorah; there 
opened a real-estate office and bank, and again fol­
lowed the United States Janel office when it was 

P. Brush, cashier, and Avery Brush, assistant cashier. 
Of the land-office business l\I r. Brush has had 

special t'harge since he began it. Few men have 
located as many acres of land in the Tur~y river 
land district for non-residents as he, and probably 
fewer still have accommodated as many men who 
wa-nted to lind homes in this district. During all 
these years he has never needlessly distressed a 
man- never took advantage of his IH'cessities to 

foreclose on him, but bas uniformly shown all possi­
ble leniency. Indeed, he has seldom had occasion 

to resort to Ia w. 
Mr. Brush has engaged in other business when he 

could command the time to attend to it. In 1861 
he built the Osage flouring and saw mills, and oper­
ated them until October, 1873· He is one of the 
half-dozen Osage men who were most acti\'e in 
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EDWARD H. STILES 

For many years a member of the Iowa Bar; member of its House 
of Representatives, 1863-1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re­
porter of its Supreme Court, 1867-1875; author of Complete Digest 
,fits Decisions from the earliest Territorial period to the 56th Iowa 
~eports. 

"In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be 
eprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory 

and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated 
before the mind, compensate, and more than compensate, for the alternate 
pleasures and cares of active life."-SIR ARCHIBALD ALLISON. 

"Personal anecdotes, when characteristic, greatly enliven the pages of 
a biography."-SAMUEL SMILES. 
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'"'~'l'l'etffl!cltftl\~:"1 '~ffi~&j; located as a lawyer in Newton the next year after Horace 

S. Winslow, in 185 7. He was a native of Green County, New York, where he 
was born in I 831. When he was nearly of age, the family removed to Oberlin, 
Ohio, where he was entered as a student in the college of that place. He studied 
law at Urbana, and was admitted to the Bar of Ohio in 185 7, and came to Iowa 
in the fall of the same year. He practiced law with success, and was for a time 
a partner with Horace S. Winslow. He early took a prominent part in public 
affairs, and in the fall of 1861 was elected to the State Senate of the Ninth General 
Assembly, which convened at Des Moines in January, 1862, but before the close 
of his term, he resigned his seat in the Senate to enter the military service of his 
country, and was commissioned Major of the Fortieth Iowa Infantry. He served 
valiantly in that capacity through all the sieges and battles in which his regiment 
was engaged until he was compelled to resign on account of failing health, in 1864. 

Upon his return from the war, and the renewal of his health which had been 
greatly impaired, he resumed the practice with eminent success. He was a sound 
and able lawyer, notable for his high character and strict integrity. He attained 
to the front rank in the profession. In 1870 he was elected District Attorney of his 
district and served with marked efficiency in that capacity. He refused to again 
be a candidate, devoting his entire energies to his pro.fession, and enjoyed for many 
years a large and lucrative practice. He was a Republican in politics and, though 
he had but little desire for office, he exercised a potent influence in party councils. 
He was a delegate to the Republican National Convention in 1870 and consented 
to serve in other public capacities. He took great interest in the public schools, 
served on the city school board, as a trustee of the State Normal School, and as 

J\1ayor of the City of Newton. 

In figure, he was solidly built, inclined to be corpulent. He was light haired, 

light complexioned, ordinarily mild and phlegmatic, but when aroused. displayed 

ample [orce and efficiency. 

fudge john C. Coole, I have cause to remember; for he was my opponent and 

defeated me by a few votes in the Congressional race in I 883, in the Sixth Con­

gressional District, the fusion majority of which, composed of Democrats and Green­

backers, had been controlled by General James B. Weaver for a number of years. 

In 1880 Judge Cook had been the Democratic candidate for Congress, with M. E. 

Cutts opposed to him 'as the Republican candidate. The returns were disputed, but 

the certificate was awarded to Mr. Cutts. Mr. Cook entered a contest for the seat 

before Congress, and it was finally awarded to him by that body. At the end of 

that term both he and Mr. Cutts were re-nominated as opposing candidates, but Mr. 

Cutts dying, I was nominated in his place, and Judge Cook and I made a single 

canvass of the district. Judge Cook was elected. 
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