Standard Form For Members of the Legislature

Name of Representative LAKE, (Col.) Jeded,z4 Senator
2l _fhes. s .;i,fji- o/ L$~'7-}t¥$wza/
. : 7 :

1. Birthday and place 18 Nov. 1830, Virgil, Cortland Co. NY

2. Marriage (s) date place
Sarah E. Meyer, (2 Jan. 1842 - 10 Mar. 1919), 1 Jan. 1861, Buffalo Grove, Buchanan
So. Iowa (obit says 2 June; Marr Record is 1 Jan.)

3. Significant events for example:

A. Business lawyer; also t4acher, farmhand,teamster,banker

~ \ 3 ’
B. Civic responsibilities (5.A.R. [Homben

'

C. Profession

4. Church membership Episcopal

5. Sessions served 9th GA, 1862, HD 44, Buchanan Co.—--resgnd to enter ‘mil svce

6. Public Offices

A. Local city council 7 yrs; school bd 2 yrs; Co Bup 7 yrs; on commsn of
insanity for co., 15 yrsj trustee manual training institute

B. State Irustee Ia Hosp Insane—-Independence; 8 yrs; on bd of commnrs to
construct Ia Hosp Insane--Cherokee

C. National 27th Ia Inf (Lt. Col.; Col.) .
LawB WPA Bunidd R!‘_‘ro.ﬂ?

Orkwoed. Canmateny |
7. Death / JUne 1914, at home, Independence; bur Indeendence i .f: e T"“-”’:L'PJ

Buchs i Crands, , LVWwA
g_ Children (1) Rush C. (1862-1919); lawyer, Kansas City; (2) Jarvis M. (July 1867-
5 Nov. 1870); Harriet J. (Hattie) (Feb, 1870 = )

9. Names of parents Jedediah Lake ( el 1833), famer, NY; Patience Church

3« VE.)

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



Lofe, Teded 1ot

10.RBducation common schools, Cortland Co.; New York Central College, McGraw,NY;
Homer Academy ’

11. Degrees

12. Other applicable information_When father died, leaving w & 4 ch 7-1,
wife kept farm going until older brother of age; then Jed (2d son) was on his own. He farmed,
and one winter drove canal boat team on Erie Canal for $13 per mo.); taught schodl, and earned money
for education. Came to Buchanan Co. 1855 and farm hand in Buffalo twp for 2 yrs; then studied law
in Independence; admitted to bar 1859. Married Jan 1861; elected to legislature in fall of 1861;
served until enlisting in late summer 1862. Enlisted in Co H 27th Inf; elected lst Lt; soon
apted Lt. Col. & served as that until promoted to Col. in June 1865. M/O 8 Aug 1865. Most of
Regt intiially sent to Minn. to hepp protect frontier settlements from Indians. All of Regt sent
to Memphis c. Jan 1863; and seyved in Tenn.,Miss,Ala,La. Texés.

On return from war, he became partner in firm of Lake & Harmon, successful firm. In 1878 firm
was retained to defend many farmers (over 130 from Buchanan Co.), who were defendants in suit by
owners of patent called "driven well patent”. He was in charge of litigation in ‘federal court
w' 1 resulted in holding paenent invalid; decision appealed to Sup Ct US, which upheld lower ct
decsn in 1887. Iowa Legislature in 1888 adopted resol thanking him for his service; recognizing
that by his efforts "the people of the state of Iowa have been saved more than a million dollars
and the people of the United States more than two million dollars.”

When citizens wanted to erect a building for an industrial training school, he donated part of
his home property; he was truestd of the school until his death. When B.B.R & N RR Co proposed to
build branche from Cedar Rapids to Decorah thru Independence, he was strong supporter, and to
prevent failure of project he and one other guaranteed the cost for grading several miles of the
road.

He was director and atty for First Nat Bank of Independence; and director and chairman of
executive committee of Independence Mill Co.

His wife was for 16 years pres. of Ladsies Poor Relief Society; highly regarded for her
social work.

Eight weeks before his death, he suffered fall on street, which affected his interest in
living. He put his affairs in order, and soon stopped eatimg.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Sources Log For Legislation Entries

Applicability

Source Non Applicable Applicable Information obtained
Stork/Clingan,Legislators : X sessions served
Bulletin Journal, Independence 11 June 191% X death, obit
Buchana e~—Burial Recoreds Qakwood Cem X burials welf wf ch
Civl War Roser, 27th Reg X Regt history
GAR recordIndex X list
GAR Post Independence X
1860 US eeasus =
1870 US census list
1880 US eensus list
1900 US census list
Buchanan—Ge~—marriage—records license/marr. return

House Journal 1915

Cole & EberseleyGCourts & Legal Prof of Ta wl

Hist Buchanan Co. wv. 2, 1914

memorial resolution
p237,p508 list /phato

I R I

bio

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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win Ly, who hd bheen here for sev-
eral days; Mr.  and Mrs. Henry C.
Lake, the former a nephew and only
son ol Col. Lake's brother, who died
OVeT Gk Yenr ago,  and Mr, amd Mres,
Manfor Hardwiek, Vaf Witerlon:
Messes, and Mesdunes Ienry and John
Meyer, Wan Sherran and Wm. Mar-
shull aml Mr. Lee Meyor, all of Ily-
ron townxhip, .

Colo el Lake wans born ih Virgil,
N. Y., November 18, 1820.- 11ls father,
Jedediall Lake, was the son of Tenry
sake, who served under General Y h-
Ington in the Itevolutionary war, Col.
Take wus the second son of his par-
ents, Jededinli and Patlenes  Chureh
take. The father dled whenJod was
4 years of age, léaving the widowed
mothes- with four chiliren, the cldest
T and-the youngest logs than | year
old,  The wother kept the tamily to-
kgother aml ¢arcled on the farm until
the oldest son was of age namd Jed
was then thrown  upon his own re-
sourees. U'p to this time he hind re-
cetved no wlucation other than that of
the common schools. 1o first follow-
il farming work, then drove u eanal
hoat team on the Erlo ennal for o
winter amd then with sonue money le
Tl laid by went 1o e New York
Central  college, Ny teaeling  aml
working on farms he supported bimself
OF two years in that sehool. Luater lie
attended Courtland neademy,  wpocinl-
lalng Inoaadhematies, Fnelish Gram-
mar and Geran. Then e was oblig-
il to glve up his stuldies owlng to §11-
|neas, In 1 e derided to come West
to Des Molnes, hat stopped Indles-
pendence in October of that yeur anid
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EAECIn “u° profesaion, he did fprm
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trit Nelson and Mr, ”“"f""' Heutenant, e was commissionwed
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Lea, Minn.  The groom, who served with his regiment throngh $he
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Munson building, in
which he lad bheen overy prominent in
the interests of it Wnilding anid (e
library. 1le was long a stoeklinlider
pand dircewsr  of the First ¥ National
shink of this city, aml was protiinent
|i|| tho old Mill company hore, s
law partnership with Hon. M. W, Har-
mon, which continued to his death, he-
gun June 1, IST0. In the law Col.
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student of law and peneral THerature
Ax n pioneer resident sl wttorney he
siew and played a beadines part in the
development of Tudepetilenes from a
mere hamlot  to o substantial e
clty. e was tarmerly active in the
politieal affairs of the county, giving
of his time and encrgy to the eause of
the republican party with which  he
was always affiliated. - A man large in
physigue, he was ' familiar figure on
our streets during hjs residenen  of
Phearly sixty yoears bore By obeying
the luws of healtl, he tinwel ro-
Bust and. wetive for a "man of his
yours up to his finad  Hiness and Paass-
il on, surronmbid by Lis Gonily, hiv-
ing lived g Jope: getive awd  yseful
L}

of the Joeal goda fountains
nstalbal innovations in 1.
tury hoblers for water sl
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i week o attend the first
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The following additional summary of
o of the important events in the
it of Col. Lake I8 contributed by s
law partner and close confidant’ nnd
friemd of more than forty years, Hon,
MW, Harmon:

In 1878 the firm of Laks & Marmon
Wits wed to defend w large num-
her of actlons bhranght against resi-
dents of Towa by the owners of o pat-
ent, known as the “Driven Well Pat-
ent,” which patent had been sustiained
by several Federal courts, These ne-
tioms were Lrought  In the eireuit
court of the United States from the
dintrict of lowa, the defendants  n
most of thew, Lelng furmers who were
sl for royalties by the owners of
the patent, .

Col. Lake took eharge of the defense
I this extensive lithgut there b
Ing about one hundred ul 1ifty  ae-
tHuns brought against residents of
Nuechanan anid adfoining counties, The
trind dn the Mederal court In Towa ro-
Kultid Iu o vietory for the defendants.
The plaintifs appeaded the cases o
Uies supreme conrt of the United States
el employed eminent connsel in Ueir
elfort to compel the users of suel wells
by thesde unjust demnids, but the
Judgment of the lower court was  af-
femped by the supremss court of  the
Unitedl “States therehy reltdving  the
defendants from any Haliity,

This mportant Tt ton Tasted nine

foand was of nntlonal importanes
* hundreds hwl been sued in
actions in many other states,
General” Assembly of lowa, ap-
preciatineg his efforts aml suecess In
thls extended and important litigation,
adopted _the following
~ Joint Resoluflon
- Extending the tunks of the General
Assembly of lowi to Col, Jed Lake
for Jis zeul and abillity in defending
the Driven Well Cases,

MNhereas, in 1878, Col. Jed Lake, of
Tndependence, Towa, was cimployiel, hy
the armers of Buchunan, Black Hawk
wmil several other conntios, o defend
them in sufts that hal been commene-
ol in e United States Cirewit court,
for infringing  the patent, commonly
known as the Dreiven Well patent, and,
Whereas, saldl Lake purswed the -,
fense of subl ecasea with great vigor
and indomitable cawrgy, until by his
lahor and the skillful presentation of
the=case the United  States suprome
conrt, in November, 1887, licld the pat-
et fnvadild, wl |
Whereas, by sidd deeizion the people
of the state of lowa live been v
wiore than a million dollars, amd e
preanle of tie Unitad States more than
two million dollars, Inorovaltles  that
would have been exacted by the  proe-
bl owners of said patents if the
decision hal Jeren made sustalning
sulil patent,

Therefore, esolvid by e General
Assembly ol the State of Towa, it
the gratitude and thanks= of the people
of lowg are due 1o Col. Jed Lake for
B sKAN, abibtly and peerseveranes in
sl vises: and the ks of the Gen-
eral Assembly of the stute of lowa
are herehy tendered o Col, Jed Lake
for Lis labor in behalf of the people
uf the state,

Tesolved, that oo daly engrossed copy
of these resolutions,  signed by tie
proper offleers of the  Senate anid
House  of Wepresentatives,  and Uy
Governor aml Seeretary of State, with
e great seal of e state aftiaed, T
presented o Col, Jed Laibes, s tohen
uf onr apprecintion of his labors,
Frbruary 4, 1585,
--J. A, T. Hull,

President of the Senate,

=-W, IL Itedman,

Spreaker of the House of IRtepresent-
ntives >

S

=W Larrale
Governor of Ui State of lowa,
=¥Frunk 1. Juckson, -
Seeretary.of State,

Col. Lake never held any office  of

profit but fuithfully servid the public

in_ muny oftivial positions, e served

- o= msssns g puneE, DUl THAL
lie was unable to find a location that
he thought sultable, the Colonel at
ance offered a part of his home prop-
rly for thal purpose and Eenerously
donated the locution whieh 18 one of
the most convenlent that could have
heen found.  Mr. Munson named Mr.
Lake as bne of the trustecs of the
property, which  offfce was aceepted
wml the Colonel has been a lberal
supporter and fafthful manager of
this institution.and his last appearance
in-eourt was In an action to maintatn
thee rights of the public In this prop-
erty. In 1873 when the B, C. . & N,
I 0L proposed to econstruct Its De-
coral division through Independence,
Col. Lake gave the cnterprise  his
varnest support and at a time during
a financial stringency  whon- fallure
seemed imminent, he and Dr, Bryant
personally guarantesd the grading of
several miles of the road thereby se-
vuring Its completion to our town.”

Col. Lake's strongest characterlstica
wern generosity to his family, hospl-
tullty to his friends, patience under
affliction and Ndelity to his cllents,

The death of Colonel Lake marks
the passing of almost the lust of that
Htthe haml of resolute, capable, virllo
wen who  so ecarly ldentified them-
selves with the business and profes-
stonal life of Independenen and were
lurgely  Instrumental In laying  the
foundution for our now PTOKPETOH A
util henutitul elty, and Iy giving It
more than o state-wide' reputation,
Wichard and John Camphell, J. S,
Wondward, Z. Stout, W, G, Donnan,
0.1 1. Roszell, C. F. Herrlek, 15, W,
Purdy, Geo. W, Bemis, T 8. Lee, Jucob
Rich, and now E. Cobb and Jed Lake,
have finished-their-life-work and gono
to Juln the great silent majority. Dot
thelr work lives after and for them
aml its frults will Ye enjoyed by gen-
vralions yet unborn.

Jules Gleastin Marrled,

Jules Gleason stole o pretty mareh
un his Independence triends this week,
when e departed for Muskogee, Okla,,
where,  yesterduy morning, he way |
unitdd in marriage with Miss Ethel
Tilly, & popular young lady of that
city.  The bride 18 a daughter of Dr.
aml Mrs. J. W. Tilly, of Muskogee.
She anit Mr. Gleason met during thelr
collewe caroor at Norlhwestern unl-
versity In Evanston, 111, Mrs, Gleason
being a0 student inc the Cumnock
School of Oratory there, of which sho
i o grwduate,  Mr] Gleason 18 the son
of Mr. amd Mra. . E. Gleason, of this
city.  Me is  one of Independence's
finest young men amd sinece leaving.
collvge has been cashiler of the bank
at Masonvilli The newspapers and
his other friends are thinking  about
forziving him for not telllng us all
bt s matrimonlal Intentions be-
fore leavilg for Muskogoe und he and
s bridee will reccive a cordial  wel-
come upon  thelr arrival  here next
Sumdany  They will make thelr home in
this eity for thus present ot least, The
Bulletiu-dournal, with the many other
frivnils of the groom, extends hearty
eongratulations and best wishes to the
Young couple,

The workmen have started the work
of moving the Charles Doyack resl-
thenes from its old location on Third
avenue,  Iart of 1L has been bought
by J. Masteller and will be moved to
the Firat wurd,  The balanes Is o bo
removed o Wauneta Heights, where
it will he converted Into a residence
by J. J. Muellep; - ——— o

The young son of Mr. and Mrs. Hen-
fy Meyer was operated upon for an
abscess on Its leg yesterday in the
MeClernon hospital. ™ The child has
been very il

e —,
“John Weiler, of Sumner township,
lost w horse in one of the electrien)
storms last week, W._G. Crawford,
of Cono, lost a cow.

|. Rev, T. E Tuy!or delivered -the

Ilee, - .
Col. Lake  was united in wirrlge
with ‘Miss Sarnh 1. Meyer June 2,
IS61, w0 that his denth came five days
after_the fifty-third anniversary of
thiglr - marriage. Their union  was
hlessed with  thres  ehildren, One,
JarvtsTM, dled In 1870 when o boy,
'|'|Il'.ﬂlll'\f1"[lll: ehlldren wre ush (2, of

4 “rated upon for ap-
MeClernon hospital

Irs. Mackin, of Clarinda,
irning for o vaeation visit |
wnd home, syl

as  Ccounciliman Tor Lis T ToT— ATY
years: was,a member of the board of
Edueation for seven-yeurs; o mem-
beer of the, bowrd of supervisors for
2 years;sa tru for the lowa Hos-
pltul for Ins . ab Independenps,' |

years; o memhior of the board off edm-
migsloners nppolnted by the goviernor

——
ournal, $1.60 per yoar.-
‘Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection co

tu construct u Hosplta) for Insane at

T
evenlng,

at—tire

sehool at SInqwm.ul l-‘r'l;l‘ny
—_—

Miss Marian Darnett 1s visiting In
the home of Mr.'and Mrs, F, D. Ass-
mus at Manchester, )

P s e L Y

Mry, Jos. Stephenh, of Roek Island,

It 0 Buest of, her daughter, Mrs. F, J.

aralLnva WIltnout auc
when they had to ab
for the night. Monda
Bantz' launch was s
Maessrs. Charles Hath,
low, and Messrs, W
and two rowboats, ws
Mr. Dantz' manipulate.
the others the rowhs
They started In bet
o'clock In the mornin
and dragged the rive:
of a mile helow the s
dent. They went over
and again and finally &
uflernoon, after almos:
elve up, Mr. Bantz no
that looked as if ft m
the body. e called
attention to it, and the
discovered the vietim
of water near the epp;
where e went In anc
about 80 rods below 1
hie lost his lite, He wu
lodged & bunch .of
The body was lying on
It in the act of swim
arms stretehed forwaro
medlutely removed the
wiater, placed 1L In the
bank nearby and notin
Tho body was black b
The pluce where the b
was about 2 feet deep 1
swift, but had been o
before, the water reced
Lday, The men who
scarch are entitled to §
perseverance, thelr w
many hours seeming |
unsuccessful, hut they
the rellef of suspense to
ones and friends when
ricovered can  Dbetter
than_described. -

The, ly was taken
not fur distant by Coror
prepared for burlal,

The four boys were a
Sim coltage only a sho:
the  ancclldent and  cor
Messrs, und Mesdumes
and L. 0 Simmons, whao
thelr ecotluge In the aft
hoys had two buggies ar
aecross to the island frop
80 as o get to the rive
being necessary  owlng
stage of the water, The
people were shocked s
dater -wlien-one-of-the bo
shouting for help, They
ully mueh exeited over t
of thelr friend, whom tli
unsuccessfully, to save,

Rex Shriner was the s
Mrs, John Suriner, He
Winthrop June 23, 1899,
In the Wapste river 5 m
this elty at 3 o'clock p.
1914, The family residec
throp for many years, 1
their present furm sever:
He leaves to mourn his
hix purents, two slsters ai
ers.  The sisters ure Mrs
ton, of Weyerhauser, Wi
Maud, of Independence, *
are Frank, of Hodman, ai
Arapahoe, Colo. The fa)
extend a real sympathy to
ed ones in their hour of :

His unusual growth a
companving strength he .
upon the farm, which wa
Wihile he-loved the farm
nected with it, his studiou:
enabled him to complete -
grade and he would have 1
graduate and reeeived hig
the commencement exercl:
morrow, -lle was a flne b
all who appreciated trud
Integrity. ’ .

The funeral services wei
ed in tho home In Sumne
yesterdny morning at 1o o
T. E. Tdylor, of this city,
The remains were taken to
Ing cemetery, near Winthro
ial, Rev. Mr. Fort, of Wintl
in charge of the services at

Miss Anne Smith, of R
¥

High school hgre, leavea L
trip’ abroad. -
o en——
Rev. Taylor preached in
odifit chureh at Quasqueton
the abuenco  of ey, W. I
more, tbe pastor, :

Wuckerbartly,

mpiled by volunteers and staff at t-hg

-
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Judge Caldwell identified himself loyally with the people where his duties
lay, while at all times not forgetting that he was a judge of a court of
the United States. As a member of the Arkansas Bar Association, he
was largely instrumental in introducing many legal reforms in the laws _
of the state. He is said to have borne a prominent part in securing the
rights of married women and in substituting code pleadings for the
cumbrous forms of the common law. The state of Towa may well do
honor to one who, whether on the field of armed forces, or in more
peaceful ways, did honor to the state where his early manhood was
spent.

Col. Caldwell’s wife, to whom he was united in marriage in 1853, was
Miss Hattie Benton, a niece of Hon, George G. Wright, one of the fore-
most of Iowa jurists. In the year 1903 Judge Caldwell retired from the
bench, after an exceptionally long career in that capacity. His residence

after that time was in the state of California.
S. H. BAUMAN,
Gro. W. Bawy,
Gro. W. CROZIER,
Committee.
Adopted unanimously.

HON. JEDEDIAH LAEKE.

Mg, SprEAKER—Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions com-
memorating the life, character and public services of the Hon. Jedediah
Lake, of Buchanan county, beg leave to submit the following report:

Colonel Jedediah Lake was born in Cortland county, New York, Novem-
ber 18, 1830, and passed away at his home, Independence, Jowa, June 7,
1914.

His parents were Jedediah Lake and Patience (Church) Lake, both
of whom were descended from colonial and revolutionary ancestry.

He was educated in New York Central College and Homer Academy,
where he laid a broad foundation for his life’s work, specializing in
mathematics, English, grammar and German. .

In 1855, he decided to come west to Des Moines, but stopped at Inde-
pendence, where he soon found employment, and to the time of his death
continued to make it his home.

In 1859 he was admitted to the bar with flattering recommendations
from the examining board, and continued the successful practice of law
until a few weeks before his death.

In the fall of 1861, he was elected to the legislature, where he served
his state with distinction. In June of the same year, Colonel Lake was
united in marriage with Miss Sarah E. Mever. This union was blessed
with three childrem, Jarvis M., who died in 1870; Rush C., a prominent
lawyer of Kansas City, and Miss Harriet I. Lake, of Independence, Iowa,
well known and prominent in women's club circles.

The civil war having broken out, he enlisted the following summer in
a company, being recruited by Capt. Noble, and was elected first lieu-
tenant. A little later, he was commissioned lieutenant colonel of the
Twenty-seventh Iowa by Governor Kirkwood. He served with his regi-
ment through the war and when the war ended was its colonel. - At the

@
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close of the war he returned to Independence and resumed the practice :
of law and was honored by his fellow citizens in many ways, being called |;_4‘. |
upon by them to fill various offices of trust and responsibility. ! §

Colonel Lake was eminently successful in his profession, and as a i
pioneer resident and attorney, he played a leading part in the develop- il
ment of Independence and Buchanan county. +‘

In 1878 the firm of Lake and Harmon was retained to defend a large Fy
number of actions brought against residents of Iowa by the owners of a
patent known as the “Driven well patent’”. These actions were brought
in the circuit court of the United States from the district of Iowa, the
defendants in most of them being farmers who were sued for royalties el
by the owners of the mtent. Col. Lake took charge of the defense in i
this extensive litigation, there being about one hundred and fifty actions | I
against residents in Buchanan and adjoining counties. The trial in the
federal court resulted in a victory for the defendants. The plaintiffs ia '
appealed the cases to the supreme court of the United States, which
affirmed the judgment of the lower court, relieving the defendants of any l
Lability, This important litigation lasted nine years and was of national ! ’
importance, because actions had been brought in many states, 1 :

The General Assembly of Iowa, appreciating Col. Lake's efforts and 3%
ability in this important litigation, adopted the following joint resolu- i
tion:

WHEReAs, in 1878 Col. Jed Lake was employed by the farmers of
Buchanan, Blackhawk, and several other counties to defend them in suits g '
that had been commenced in the United States circuit court for infringing i L

T

the patent commonly known as the “Driven well patent”, and ' ,
WHEREAS, said Lake pursued the defense of said cases with great vigor ’
and indomitable energy, until by his labor and skillful presentation of
the case, the United States supreme court in November, 1887, held the
patent invalid and, "
WHEREAS, by said decision the people of the state of Towa have been }
saved more than a million dollars and the people of the United States !
more than two million dollars. :
Therefore, Resolved by the General Assembly of the State of Iowa, that
the gratitude and thanks of the people of Iowa are due to Col. Jed Lake
for his skill, ability and perseverance in said cases; and the thanks of T
the General Assembly of the State of Iowa are hereby tendered to Col. ! 1 : '

Jed Lake for his labor in behalf of the people of the state. _

Resolved: That a duly engrossed copy of these resolutions, signed by ! 1B!
the proper officers of the Senate and House of Representatives and the 1
governor and secretary of state, with the great seal affixed, be presented

to Col. Jed Lake, as a token of our appreciation of his labors. 1 &
February 4, 1888. J. A, T. How, .' }

- ' President of the Senate, | ' '
W. H. REDMAN, ! P;

Speaker of the House of Representatives.
Wa. LARRABEE,

Governor of Iowa. i

FrRANE D. JACKSOR, T |

Secretary of Btate. i
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CHAPTER XXXVIL
NOTICES OF ATTORNEYS CONTINUED.

Jed Lake was born in New York, where he received
good common school and academic education and had
threce years of a college course. He removed to Iowa
and located at Independence. He was admitted to the
bar and began the practice of his profession in 1858, and
has followed it-with great industry and marked ability
ever since, subject to interruptions in order to discharge
other concurrent and public duties. He was elected to
the house of representatives of the general assembly
which held its first session in January, 1862. In August,
however, of that year he entered the military service in
the Twenty-seventh Iowa Infantry, of which he was first
made lieutenant-colonel and afterwards colonel. He
served with his regiment through the war and until it was
mustered out in 1865. He then returned to Independence
and resumed the practice of the law, which he pursued
with great diligence. He formed a partnership with Mr.
N. W. Harmon, and the firm of Lake & Harmon became
and maintained itself as one of the leading firms of at-
torneys in that part of the state. Colonel Lake is a man
of versatile talent and in demand for public duties. He
was commissioner for the federal government to appraise
certain lands in California, and was one of the cominission-
ers'of Jowa for the erection of a hospital for the insane'at
Cherokee. He is a man of marked ability and high char-
acter and has left his impress upon the jurisprudence and
history of Iowa. '

Geo. W. Argo was born in Ohio, but when only a boy ‘
he removed with his father’s family to Indiana, where he
received a common school education and entered upon a

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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property in Independence and this is the tangible evidence of a well spent life,
in which devotion to his profession and careful management of other business
affairs have brought their merited reward. His record is that of a man who
has ever been faultless in honor, fearless in conduet and stainless in reputation.

COLONEL JED LAKE.

The number of those surviving who were in reality pioneers in the state and
who, through unremitting toil and the brave endurance of hardships, took posses-
sion of the wild prairies years ago in the name of ecivilization, whether as
farmers, professional men or merchants, is fast decreasing, but the memory of
their heroie lives will remain as a stimulus to endeavor as long as the great
state which they founded endures. Colonel Jed Lake, who passed away at
Independence on the 7th of June, 1914, was a man who, coming to this country
in the early days, suffered the discomforts of pioneer life and also knew the
stern pleasure that comes from persevering in a worthy work and from perform-
ing faithfully a duty. Hc was one of the first attorneys of the county and rose
to a position of leadership at the local bar, which he retained until the infirmities
of age compelled him to largely retire from practice. :

His birth oceurred in Cortland county, New York, on the 18th of November,
1830, and his parents were Jedediah and Patience (Church) Lake. The father
was born in 1798, in Montgomery county, New York, a son of Henry Lake, who
served under General George Washington in the Revolutionary war, enlisting
when a boy of seventeen years and serving for four years. In 1822 Jededial
Lake settled in Virgil, Cortland county, New York, and there his marriage to
| Miss Church occurred. She was a native of Windsor, Vermont, and hy her

marriage became the mother of four children, of whom the subject of this
| ~ review was the third in order of birth. The father died when the Colonel was
but three years of age, leaving the mother with four children, the eldest of whom
was but seven years old.

Colonel Lake attended the common schools in the acquirement of an educa-
tion, and worked at whatever he conld find to do in order to partly provide for
his own support. At one time he drove a team on the Erie canal for thirteen
dollars a month and as soon as he had received sufficient edueation he engaged in
teaching school. He also worked as a farm hand for some time and as he was
determined to continue his studies he lived as economically as possible and
saved his earnings and in this #ay accumulated a sufficient sum to enable him

to attend the New York Central College at McGraw, New York. While a student
H there he worked in his spare time and thus paid part of his expenses. He later
attended Homer Academy, taking an advanced course in mathematies, but as
his health had partially failed he left school and turned his attention to outdoor
work. .

In 1855, when a young man of twenty-five, Colonel Lake came to Buchanan
counly and for two years worked upon a farm in Buffalo township but at the
end of that time came to Independence and began the study of law. He was
admitted to the bar in the spring of 1859 and immediately: entered upon practice.

L]

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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In 1861 he was elected to the state legislature and served in the session when that
body pledged the support of Iowa to the preservation of the Union. His service
to his country in its time of need did not end there, as in the summer of 1862 he
enlisted in Company H, Twenty-seventh Towa Infantry, was elected lieutenant
of his company and soon after appointed by Governor Kirkwood as lieutenant
colonel of the regiment, which soon after its organization was sent to Minnesota
to protect the frontier settlements against the Indians. When the danger from
that quarter had been averted the command was ordered south and took an
active part in the war until the close of hostilities. During much of the time
Colonel Lake was in command of his regiment and proved a gallant and faithful »
officer.

Upon his return from the war he resumed the practice of his profession and
in July, 1870, formed a partnership with M. W. Harmon, which was continued
with mutual pleasure and profit until it was severed by death. In 1878 the firm
of Lake & Harmon was retained to defend a large number of actions brought
against residents of Towa by the owners of a patent known as the ““driven well’’
patent. These suits were brought in the eircuit court of the United States for
the district of Towa, the defendants in most cases being farmers, who were sued
for royalties claimed by the owners of the patent. Colonel Lake took charge of
the defense in this extensive litigation and the trial in the federal court in Iowa
resulted in victory for the defendants. The plaintiffs appealed to the supreme
court of the United States, which confirmed the decision of the lower court.
This litigation lasted nine years and was of national importance as hundreds
of people had heen sued in similar actions in many other states. The Colonel
was a man of great natural vigor of mind and his thorough training coupled
with his long and varied experience enabled him to use his mental powers to
the best advantage. The clarity and incisive qualities of his intellect enabled
him to seize upon the vital point in any matter and to present his arguments
with great lucidity, while the force of his personality made his presentation of
his case impressive and attention compelling. His practice was large and im-
portant and his colleagues in the profession recognized him as their leader and
often sought his advice. . '

Colonel Lake never held any office of profit but faithfully served the public
in many official positions. For six years he was city councilman, for seven
years a member of the board of education, for two years he was on the board of
supervisors, for eight years he was a trustee for the Iowa Hospital for the Insane,
at Independence, for fifteen years onme of the commissioners of insanity for
Buchanan county, and he served as a member of the board of commissioners
appointed by the governor to construct a hospital for the insane at Cherokee.
Colonel Lake was appointed a commissioner to value a large tract of land in
Mendocino county, California, an Indian reservation, which required about seven
months of work. When Perry Munson told Colonel Lake of his intention to erect
a building for the use of an industrial training school and other purposes and also
informed him that he was unable to find a suitable location, the Colonel at once
offered a part of his homie property for that purpose and donated the site for
the school. The location is one of the most convenient that could have been
found and the public owes much to the Colonel for thus making manual training
a possibility. He was named as one of the trustees of the property and until

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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his death served in that capacity and was always untiring in his efforts to
advance the interests of the institution. His last appearance in court was 1n an
action to maintain the rights of the public to the school property. In many
other ways he manifested an unusual public spirit, being willing to make per-
sonal sacrifices in order to advance the community welfare. As an instance of
this spirit those who were living in Independence in 1875 may recall that at
that time when the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Railrpad Company
proposed to construect its Decorah division through Independence Colonel Liake
gave the enterprise his earnest support and at a time during a financial stringency
when failure seemed imminent, he and Dr. Bryant personally guaranteed the
grading of several miles of the road, thereby securing it for the town. IHe was
a director and attorney for the First National Bank of Independence and also
a director and chairman of the executive committee of the Independence Mill
Company as well as its local representative.

Colonel Lake was married January 2, 1861, to Miss Sarah K. Meyer, who
was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, January 2, 1842, a daughter of
Henry and Isadora (Sullivan) Meyer. Her father was born near ITamburg,
Germany, and was married in 1835 in London, England, to Miss Sullivan,
a native of that city, and they soon afterward emigrated to the United States.
After an ocean voyage of seven weeks they landed in America and made their
way to Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, where they settled. The father farmed
there for some time and then removed with his family to Rockford, Illinois,
where they remained until 1855, in which year they came by wagon to this
county and the father entered government land in Byron township. He im-

proved the same and operated it until his death, at seventy-six years of age.
U‘ His wife died when sixty-five years old. To their union were born twelve

children, six of whom grew to maturity. Mrs. Lake was only a child when she

accompanied her parents to this county and here she grew to womanhood and
! attended school. By her marriage she became the mother of three children.
Rush C., an attorney in Kansas City, Missouri, is quite prominent in city politics
and a leader in his profession. Jarvis N. died in infaney. Harriet 1., the
only daughter, resides with her mother. She is very active in women’s clubs,
having served as regent for Iowa of the Daughters of the American Revolution,
and is also well known in the Colonial Dames.

Murs. Lake is one of the few pioneer women now living and is known through-
out the city for her good deeds as she has done much to aid the sick and poor,
and her sincere sympathy for those in trouble has made her ministrations wel-
come and acceptable. She is a quiet, unassuming woman but has great strength
of character and also much practical business ability. She was for sixteen
years president of the Ladies’ Poor Relief Society and has since been made an
honorary life member of the same. At the time of the Civil war, when her
husband enlisted for service, their eldest child was an infant and she went
to the home of her parents and while living there saved the money which the
Colonel sent her and with it purchased a farm, which proved an excellent invest-

‘ment. She has many friends, who hold her in affectionate regard, and her long
and useful life and womanly qualities command the respect of the community.
She proved in all respects a worthy helpmate to Colonel Lake and was always
in'sympathy with his undertakings and aided him in his work in many ways.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Ile was foremost in any movement that promised to advance the interests of
Independence and the city owes much to him. His great-hearted and broad-
minded personality commanded the respect of those who at times differed with
him in their judgment as to the best course to pursue in a given matter and
those to whom he gave his friendship prized highly his regard and favorable
opinion. Iis personal appearance fitted well with his character, as he was a
man of large frame, well proportioned and of great physical strength. His
demise, which oceurred June 7, 1914, was the occasion of much sincere sorrow
throughout the county and the influence of his life is potent in making for true
manhood and unselfish public service,

JOHN BURNS.

A farm of three hundred and twenty acres in Washington township pays
tribute to the care and labor of John Burns, who is giving his personal super-
vision to the management and cultivation of the place. He was born in County
Armagh, Ireland, March 16, 1842, and is the eldest in a family of eight children,
the others being daughters. His parents were James and Mary (Burns) Burns,
both natives of Ireland. They were married in the Emerald isle and when
their son John was a youth of sixteen years they sailed for the new world. Land-
ing at New York, they made their way direct to Buchanan county, traveling
westward by way of Dubuque. From that point they continued on the journey
by stage, for there were no railroads in the county at that time. The father
purchased land near Quasqueton and the early home of the family in this county
was a log cabin. Both Mr. and Mrs. Burns held membership in the Roman
Catholic church and died in that faith, the former in 1894 and the latter in 1884,

John Burns, whose name introduces this record, acquired his early educa-
tion in the country schools of his native land. As stated, he accompanied his
parents to the new world when a youth of sixteen and for several years there-
after aided his father in the cultivation and development of the home place.
When twenty-one years of age he started out independently, working as a farm
hand, and wus thus employed for eight years. He then began farming on his
own account, having purchased land near the depot in Independence for seven
dollars and a half per acre. He took up his abode upon a farm five and a half
miles north of the city and has lived upon this place for over forty years. He
now owns three hundred and twenty acres, all of which he is cultivating himself,
and he is today well known as a successful general farmer and stockman, care-
fully and systematically directing his efforts and winning thereby a well merited
succeess.

On the 3d of April, 1877, Mr. Burns was united in marriage to Miss Mary
Glynn, who was born in Hartford, Connecticut, in 1857, a daughter of Joseph
and Bridget (Marnhan) Glynn, both of whom were natives of County Clare,
Ireland. The father died in 1859 and the mother afterward beecame the wife of
Pat Cullin, her home being now in Buchanan county, Byron township. Unto B
Mr. and Mrs. Burns have been born ten children: Mary, the deceased wife of
PPat Brickley, of Hartford, Illinois, by whom she had three ¢hildren, Mabel, Leo

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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