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Standard Form For Members of the Legislature 

., f ' 
1. Birthday and place 18 Nov. 1830, Virgil. Cortland Co . NY 

2. Marriage (s) date place 
Sarah E. Meyer. (2 Jan . 1842 - 10 Mar. 1919). 1 Jan . 1861. Buffalo Grove. Buchanan 

So. Iowa (obit says 2 June ; Marr Record is 1 Jan.) 

3. Significant events for example: 

A. Business lawyer; a lso t4acher. farmhand . teamster.banker 

B. Civic responsibilities ____ ~C1+.~B~. R~. __ La~~~n£~~ __________ __ 

C. Profession __________________________________________________ _ 

4. Church membership __ ~E~p~is~c~o~p~a~l~ __________________________________ _ 

5. Sessions served 9th GA. 1862. HD 44 . Buchanan Co .--resgnd to enter mil svc 

6. Public Offices 

A. Local city council 7 yrs; school bd 2 yrs ; Co Bup 7 yrs ; on commsn of 
insanity for co ., 15 yrs; trustee manual training institute 

B. State Truste~ Ia Hasp Insane- -Independence; 8 yrs ; on bd of commnrs to 
construct Ia Hasp Insane--Cherokee 

==~~==~----------------------------------------

C. National __ ~2~7t~h~I~a~I=n=f~(L=t=.~C=o~1=.~;~C=o~1~.~) ____________ ~~~~~~~ 
i n,.,A WPR 8!.!11:d,. Reef" 
OlkwooL ~} 

7. Death 7 JUne 1914, at home. Independence ; bur Indeendence @.rh;",,,.£.n....., T.~~ ; 

5 Nov. 

it.o.(~nV'l-' ~, 'II wR. 

8 Ch i Id r en . .;.(;;.1 );mR;;U;;s::;h~C;, . .,;.:(l,-,8:;6:.;2r,-;,1::9=19",)";,---,1",a",w"-y,,er~. -,K"a"n",s"a':.s-,C",i"t"y,,;--'.(,,2L) -,J"a"r"vLi"s~M"":,-. -" (JJ",uui y 1867-
1870); Harriet J.- att e e . 

J. Vt.) 
9. Names of parents Jedediah Lake ( - c. 1833) , farmer , NY; Patience Church 
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10 . Bducation common schools, Cortland Co.; New Yo r k Central College . MCGraw.NYj 
Homer Academy 

11. Degrees' ____________________________________________________ __ 

12 . Other applicable information When father died, leaving w & 4 ch 7-1, 
wife kept farm going until older brother of age ; then Jed (2d son) was on his own. He farmed . 
and one winter drove canal boat team on Erie Canal for $13 per mo.); taught schoml , and earned mane) 
fo r education . Came to Buchanan Co. 1855 and farm hand in Buffalo twp for 2 yrs ; then stud ied law 
in Independence ; admitted t o bar 1859 . Married Jan 1861 ; elected to legislature in fall of 1861; 
served until enlisting in la t e summer 1862. Enlisted in Co H 27th Inf; elected 1st Lt ; soon 
apted Lt. Col . & served as that until promoted to Col . in June 1865. MIO 8 Aug 1865. Most of 
Regt intiially sent to Minn. to hepp protect f r ontier settlements from Indians. All of Regt sent 
to Memphis c . Jan 1863 ; and seTVed in Tenn. ,Miss ,Ala , La . Texas. 

On return from war, he became partner in firm of Lake & Harmon, successful firm. In 1878 firm 
was retained to defend many farmers (over 120 from Buchanan Co.). who were defendants in suit by 
owners of patent called "driven well patent". He was in charge of litigation in -federal court 
w ') resulted in holding paenent invalid ; decision appealed to Sup Ct US , which upheld lower ct 
de~~n in 1887. Iowa Legislature in 1888 adopeed resol thanking him for his service; recognizing 
that by his efforts "the people of the state of Iowa have been saved more than a million dollars 
and the people of the United States mor e than two million dollars ." 

When citizens wanted to erect a building for an industrial training school , he donated part of 
his home property ; he was t r uesta of the school until his death. When B. B.R & N RR Co proposed to 
build branche fr£mL.Cedar Rapids t o Decorah thru Independence , he was strong supporter. and to 
prevent failure of project he and one other guaranteed the cos t for grading several miles of the 
road. 

He was director and atty for First Nat Bank of Independence; and director and chairman of 
executive committee of Independence Mill Co. 

His wife was for 16 year s pr es . of Ladsies Poor Relief Society; highly regarded for her 
social work. 

Eight weeks before his death. he suffered fallon street, which affected his interes t in 
living. He put his affairs in order . and soon s t opped eatiag. 
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Sources Log For Legislation Bntries 

Applicability 

Source Non Applicable Applicable Information obtained 

Stork/Clisgas , La8181ato~& 
Bulletin Journal, Independence 11 June 191if 
Buchana Ce . BUJ;;i.al RIHHn;ad" Oak-Hood Cam 
Civl War Roser. 27th Reg 
GAR record ISQQX 
GAR Post Independence x 
1860 US eessys x 

x 
x 
x 
x 

1870 US census x 
1880 US eessys x 
1900 US census x 
Buchanan Ca. marriage reeerds x 
House Journal 1915 x 
Cole & Eeers91e, Csur,s " LQSa.l PlFO,f of la "1 x 
Bist Buchanan Co . v. 2, 1914 x 

.. e"'iioo'i 'ienred 
death , obit 
burial .. wel f ,wf, cb 

Regt history 
list 

list 
Iht 
list 
liceO'ie!marr return 
memorial resolution 
p '3 7,p508 list/photo 
bio 
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d emllriooery trim ­
nd hack cl.o!'ling", rille 

~k. flOc. 
I', We to f,(le. 
:, ~:)C. ~~Jc. 

-. to $l .H~ I. 

• r.," ·d UPOIl for 31"l hf.·. . . ' 
\1~' ·lc . .. o" I'"~IJI,.,I ('"I lM'ke ".,~ ' '''' U''I ","","lul:" 

. ' .. UI, ~II~" "ar"h ~: ll .. ),. Ju,,~ ~. 
- _ I~~I. "" I1'ML hl~ d, .• Ch 'a,,,, Ov •• day~ 

I •• . M~rkili. "I r;1~.Ln,I~ •.• f('·LII .. , lIttY_lhl.,1 ""'''''·,.,.uy nr 
""Inl: for .. Y''''Mh", ,I.n 11,,,1. mantftlr" 'rh,·I. ,,,,10,,, .. II. 
,,,,,d horn ~. • ..I hl~A ... ,1 ... Ilh Ill"'" ,hIMt.·" 0" .. 

- J.,...-rnill. ,(L'·,I ", (N)lI .. h." ,,'huy' 
<lu , ... t, U ~O per yen. Th"."",ylyL",: <: I!I1~r"'~l<'~ 1(".10 C .. "f 

Tb" (nllo"'I III: ,,,IoUII,,,,,,1 ""''''''"., nr 
~n" ... or It", L"'fI', .I"nI ~"" "I" In II,,, 
11(.· .. r ('01. I.,ok.· I. r,m"II,,,' ''.1 hv hi. 
h, w I'~'"''' ' "",I "'"." "'""Mn,,,' ,,,,,I 
1,1 ... ,,1 ,,/ "'".,. ,10"" (,,'C)' )' •. " .. II"" M 11'. II""""", .. 

tn 1 .\1.~ 11, .. n"" "r I ... k,' l:. 11"",,,," 
,,''' .• • ··,,,1,,,,1 t" d .. r,·,,,, II IHI:" """,_ 
I,, " <of ''''11"". h'",,~hc "I:~I"'I t"~I­
'h'nc~ "r r""'a Ly tI,.· """H" '~ II! n pu,­
""1. k""wll R~ tI,,· "Il.r\·~ n \\',",1 I'~t. 
.. "t." ... ·hirh pM, ·lIt lm.1 h'~'n ~".I"ln .. " 
by ~ .... ·.·."I F.~I.·.al ~ .. ".I~. T1t~~,. " ~_ 
Ih"'" .... ~.,. I''''\l~hl I" (1". dtcull 
,·OU,I "r II,,· 1)"\1,,,1 Sl"t .. ~ r,um the 
,H"lTlel 0( In"·a. II,,· ,1'''''',,,IR''t~ I" 
Inn.1 nr II"·,,, 1;"ln~ r""nr,,, who ... ,.,,' 
.u,'" (" • ..,.,.~Ili,·~ loy 11'~ "".,,,, . ; u( 
11,,' I.n"·,,( . 

(',,1. J",k,' "",I< ~I",.~,·.,r It,,· d,.t •. "~,, 
'" """ ,' .<1.'''" .. ' 1It!I:"U,,,,. I",".u 1,.._ 
1"1: "IN'''' '''''' 1"""1,..·,, ",,,I tilly ",._ 
II,,,, .• h"'''l:hl a""J""1 " •• ;''''11(_ o r 
"""10""",, ,,,,,I a,IJ<,I"I"1: N",," I,·~. Th~ 
c.I"I.I" 11, .. ~· .. ,I.·'"I ,·,,,,n '" r" ... " r". 
~"I !<-.t I" " \·Id".y ru, II,,' ",.f"",I;'''I". 
Th.· 1,1,,;utilT. "1'1,,·,,1,,1 U ... ,." ~ •• ,, tn 
II ... "'I""'"'' ... "n.t " r tlo.' 1·"H.~llIl"I •. " 
"".1,·"",1,,)' .. 1 .·,,,;n.·ut ""'''''''1 h.lh,·I. 
,·ff"" ,,, ""'''1" ,1 tI,,· "".r. ,01 ~"d, ..... II~ 
,,, I,a .,· , h..t, ""j,,"' ,1.'''''''''1. •• I,,,t 11,,' 
j"'I~,,,.·',t "r 11,,· I,,,.·.·r ,.""" ".". nI. 
,,,,,,,,I "1 (I,,' .Ul ... ·"' .. ~""rL ,,' Ihe 
1 ·"It.~' Sla','. 1I,.·.~h1 " '1(",'1"1: Ih" 
.1 .. r .. ,,,I,,,,t. (,,"" ""y IInl"lIl)·. 

'l"h l. 1"",,,,(,,, ,1 1It1~" t,.." 1:.., .. ,1 "I ... · 
y •. , ••••• ",,1 ... ". "r ""1 1 .. ".1 i'''I~''I'''''''' 
1M"'''''''" I"""J •• ~I. h~,1 I~~·" ~u"d In 
~;"'II~r ~"U"n~ I" ma"y ",,,,", ~, ,,t..~ . 

'fh.· r:"",·.al ,h~"'''h1r lor ! ..... ~. "1" 
I·.·· .. "'II,,~ I". ,·IT"rt. ,,,,'I ~"~r~~~ In 
thl •• · . .t. ·".I,·" a",1 Iml, ... I,,,,I1i.II:,,tl .. ,,. 
" ~"I'I.,1 ,h.· r"I1 .. ";n~ 

- J"I"I 1t ';~"I"tJ,,;;-- • 
~:."'",Ji"1: t h,· I h;,nl<~ ,.f , to .. 1:.·, ... ,,,1 

.. , .... ·' '')01)· "r I" ... " In (',,1. J. ·.I r."k,. 
r·" !,J~ ~.·"I ,,"d nhillty h, ,1..( .. ,,,11,,..: 
tll .. flr;.· .. " \\"'11 (' ..... ~. 

.Wh.· •• ~.~. I" IS7.~ . ,',,1 . J"I I M~k,·. n f 
11I,I"t"·<1<1··,,,,'. lo,,·a. " .". ''''I.l''p,l. h)' 
Ih. · r"t"'.·,. "r Ih,d'M''''''. "I''''k 11" ... 1; 
",,,I •• ·,·.·",1 "I""r """",1,'" t" ,1.·(,·".1 
I","", I" .. ull ~ ,loll' 1,,,.1 I~·,·" ,.",,,,,, •. ,,,._ 
'''1 ,,, , I,.· 1·" I"~ 1 ;;"., •.• l'I" 'ul, ,·""rt. 
I". h,r';"l:luK II,,· 1~,to·"I. "n,n",,,,,I)' 
k"n,,'" ,,~'h.· 1I.lv'·j, W,·I1,,,,,,·,,t. a',,'. 
Wh,·r.·" •.• ,",1 I.,k" 1,,,.,,,,.·.1 110 .. ,1.'_ 
r.·".,· "r ,,,1,1 "a,, '~ " ' II1t ~r.·,,1 "11:'" 
,,,,,I ""I"l,,;",hl" •. 'lJ't !=y. '''''II hy hl~ 
I~hnr ~II'I II,,· "killf"l 1 ... · .. '·""'I;"n "r 
H ... -~p",· 11,,· 1"1",.,1 !'I"' .... ~"I' ••. "' •• 
,·""'t.;,, :0;",·.·",10.". b\7. hi·hl1\,.· I,al. 
,·"t 1 .. ,·"1;'1.",,,1 . 

\\·I"· r.·,,.,. loy ."hl ,h~·I .• i"n Ih.· fI"" I'J,' 
"f tI,,· .t",.· "r 10"'" ,,,,,',. t~,·" ~'''· .'I 
'''''r'' II"", " ",lIti .. " ,1"1,, ...... "".1 Ch~ 
1)" "1,1,' "f ll ... 1·"tt.·.1 !'1"t.", "'''r'' 11"", 
,n" ,,,Hli,,,, ,1"11,, ••. 10, ''''all!.· .• Ih"t 
,,,,,,1.1 I",,·,· ! .... " Ha,·"'.1 ''')' II,,' p • •. _ 
L .. ,,,I· .. I uw,,,·r .. "r ",,1.1 I'''C,''' ''' lr II", 
'I'~'I,I"" ha.1 .1",,·n ",~.,," au't"lnlu~ 
",,1,1 1",I,·.,t. 

Th, ·,.-(, ..... 11"",,\\'..,1 lJ)' tI,,· l:""I'.,,1 
A."·,,,t,I)· "r tI,.· ~I:,t .. "r I,,,,'''. 110"1 
, t ... ~r"lItu,l .. ",," U"",J;. " r II,,' 1""1,1.' 
"r I",,· .. at.· .1".· I" 1',,1 J"I I",k,' r". 
hI~ ~~;II. ,,(,1111)' ~'''I I""." """""''' I" 
",,101 .·"s'·" ,,,,,I II,,, Ih""k. lor 11,, · (;,.". 
,·.~I '\".'·'"hly n( 110 ,· ' 1,,, .. "r I""" 
a. ,' 1", ' <"I,y "·,,,1,,,.·,1 I" 1',,1. J"I I",k,· 
r", I\I~ I"I ~,. h' h,·h" lr "r Ih,' 1""'1,1<' 
"r II,,· .1",,·. 

tI' ·~,,1 ,. .. ,1. 110"1 ".h, I)" ""!<C'''"'',I ""P)' 
"r tI,,· ... ''''',lu!Io",". "I~ '''''I loy Ih., 
1""I" 'r otrlr,.tj or 1I,~ Sl'''a''' ,,,,,I 
II,," ... · "r U .. I ... ·~.·" I"';.· . "" . "".1 II,,' 
(;"Y".""r a,,,1 S,·".,·ta.)· "r :-;t",,·. ,,' I, h 
Ih .. ,:".,,' ~'·, ,1 "r II,,' " "" •. ,,111 •• ·, 1. I ... 
l,r,·" ,·"Io-,j ,,, ,', ,1. J •. ') I~i~.·. "~. ,, ,,,I. .. ,, 
"r .. ", "1'p"'cla,I"" "r hI. I," ... ~. 

~·, ·h.u~r)· 4. I .'~S. 
_. J . A. T. tt~lI. 

l'r.·.,;~""t or Ih~ !':""""'. 
-- \1'. JJ. tlr,I",,,,,. 

:-;)I'·"k ... or Ih~ JlIIU~" "r rt~p'''''''nl-aU'·.... ' 
__ Won 1.;.rrMI.·;·. 

C.".· ... ". nf th.· ~".". "r I" ...... 
- t'r";J~ Il . J,l<'I<."". '. 

s····,"'''.y ... r ~1"Ce. 
(""I I ~Lk,' ,,",',' , I"'hl any <>11'1"" of 

p,olil I"" fal,t.rull)· ",.,y", tl'" publl" 
In nil"'" "O;d,,1 I ..... ll lun •. lie. ~ervoo 
~" ,'"UII,,' "W, , • 

. - - ... _. " ""V.U. "UL '"IC 
I,,' wu un~bl " In ftad _ 1(1<'.,10" tb_c 
h .. lh"u~11I .Utl.bl ... tbe Colllllel .t 
"!Ie<' "II.,,~ • p.n <o ! hI. hOfll~ prnp_ 
" 'Iy r". 'hal pu.p(»;~ Ind I:~D .. rou"ly 
d,,,,,,t~,1 11,,· IO~l&tI"" whl~1o I. onl' of 
11", "'"sl ... "nv~"I'·nl U. ~I ""uld I,u" 'K"'" r"und. ~Ir. ~Iun""n n.m~...J Mr 
l.:ok.· • .• b .. ~ ot tI,,, l . uol<*-1 nt II,; 
1""I~·rcr. ,,·hld. "lIlc~ " 'H II.c""Pled 
,,,,,I 11", {"01", ... 1 h~~ h(lN' D liberal 
.UI'PO"'· ' n".1 fnhhful m a n"l:er Of 
Chi" In~tuullon)ln,1 hl~ lUI . p .... r." .... 
In .,nlln W~M III 1", .~lIon III lIIalDUln 
11,,· ' 1I:bl~ n! tI "~ publl~ 10 Ihl~ p.Op. 
'·Tlr · rn 1~73 "'1,,·,, lho II. C. It. " N. 
11 . It. pr"p"'''., 1 I" """Mlru.,1 11M lie. 
I·"."h ,UViMlnn tbru .. gb hid" I!~nolcn(c 
(,,,I. I.A.~ 1:""0 Ihe "'''I~ 'p'ltII! IL\~ 
"Mn~~' ~III"'fh>r1 IIn,l "I " lIone o1llrlll,ll; 
" nu""cJ.1 "I.lnl<~"'·' ... h .... . laJlur" 
.~.·n"',1 1",,,,,,,,·,,1. lor. .. nd Dr. IIrYRnl 
1"· . .... ,,.11)" l:uaronlPf.1 Ihr. I:ndln" nt 
~.·Y,· .~I ,,,Ih-. nt II," rnld Iher .. by ..... 
, · ... Iul: It. ""n,pl.'II"n 10 ou. to"'n ' 

CuI. L"keM llron/:"Ol """'Ol.,le . tltlcA 
"'~r" 1':"I"' rn~Hy tn hlK fantlly. hMIII. 
t"lHr 10 101. f.lp .. ,I~. ""clrIlN' under 
~h'lIrll"n ."d n.'l'il!y tn 101 ... 11<'1110. 

TIl" dc:oU, nt C"I""~I Lak .. ma.b 
Ih.'· 1",""1"1: o f alm"'I Iho lui of thlll 
11111.' l,n",1 Ilr ;" ·~"Iu t~. ".pntol". vl.IlG 
""'" ... ·hn III ,·:.r11 ~1~ntlilcU U".m­
~ .. Iv,·~ "'it" II .. , hu"t",,~. ~Dd prorcI­
.i"",,1 11(" I>f Indcpcn,l~nc .. I .. d .... ere 
1"'I:,",y 1I'"I ' '''''OIHol III IlIylnl: Ih" 
r"",,""lIm, tn. "u. "0'" /lrnKp""'UK 
",,,I It!',," litul elly .• ,,0.1 I.u. 1:1.10j{ Il 
"",t,· II~~" II "1,,1.,..,,'101<' .~pIII"llon . 
Hklour.1 ~",I Jnh" ('an'l'hdl. J . S. 
\l· .... I"'" •• I. 1.. SI"Ut. W. C. D"nn .... , 
O. II . I'. Ho~ '.~ II. <.:. ~'. He rr!ck, K W. 
1·'IT<!r. r:,·o. W. I' .. n,!~, 1). !i. , .... t. J"Pllb 
1I1d,. ,,",I "",," ~:. ('nbb and JI'<! '.ake. 
h" ..... "1InhoIrNl-tIl~r -Ilr_ ..... k Ind JlnllO 
10 Ju". 110.' I:r""I .110'''1 1113)"rlly. lIut 
tI,,·lr "·fo.k lIy.·. ollpr D,,,I Illr tlo rnl • 
,,,,,I II. (.ull~ ",In ~e ~"JOYl'.1 by ,"en. 
.. .a ll",,~ y .. t IInho,n. 

Itt v. T. K Tuylllr d eli vered - the 

y •• ",.', "'''''-~ ",..",h'·r "t til<' lJ"".(f';t 
~:'l u""II'", r". ~'·Y'·" · y.·".~, " lIlChl­
I,," "r 11"1' I.",." o( ."""""I~o .~ fo~ 
~ y .. "r~;· ~ ,ru>te<: rM t he 10 .... 1I0lL­
lliC"t ru r l"~~,~ ... "I h,depc"d" nr>e.' I ~. 
y~nr., . " ",.·"d,,· , "r tho. t.,Gr~ M ... Im­
Il,'""I",,,·,.,. "I,,~.lo,'c.1 hy t"~ 1:"'O'''",r 
lu ''''''.~'u~1 " rr""pltal fur l u",u<l. III 

M"hoo l '" :;'aqwnod P'I.i"y .. unln!!; 

~IIM. )Iarlnn 1~'nl'1t III .IIIIIDI\" in 
110" I,om" or ~I, .• • nd ~Ira. ~'. n. ".8_ 
''''t~ .01 : ~lnne)"'"IY" r 

~! •.•• J" •. Sh' l.h. ·,H. o! n""" 'MI~ lId. 
I~ u ~U""I u!. b~r d_lIchter, MT .. lo'. J 
W .. (hrb:lrlh. • 

_ ......... " ,,·,",<Ou, .U' 
" ' h"n t l'~1 hId In Ih 
(or Ih .. III~hL llo,,,1a 
IIanl" launch ... ·u ~ 
Mc. . .. ~. CI, .. ",. It .tI,. 
10, ... , lind M"""T~. \1 
K"d 1"' 11 , .,whoa",. WJ 

~I •. Ilanlz·fIll"lllulat ... 
Ih" oll ... r. Ihe . ow,," 
Th~y al.rel'<! III '*' 
o'clllrk !n th o fIlornl" 
... 01 dro~1:1'<! Ito" .Iye, 
or • lnll~ hetll ... Ihe .. 
d .... t, • They .... ""1 OYt. 
and .ulll .lId a n llly I 
MfL~'no,,,, . l flC. almll&' 
1:1"0 uP. M •. 1I.nl ... <0 

l loal looked u If It ru 
Iho body. lie c.lled. 
.ltcn!lnn 10 II, Bed tilt" 
," ...... v~ .c~ Ih u victim 
,,( "'alcr II~IL ' Ill e "PI'I 
wh~'G loa .... enl In .n" 
.hout NO rod" I>o:10w , 
he I"MI III. lire. It e Wb 
loo.I~ ... 1 1a_. _buDclI ot 
The body was lying (In 
If !n III" .r.1 o f .... 101 
Rrlll~ .Ir,· trh,,<! r"' ..... . " 
lU...tt..I~ly r .. rnoy .. 1 Iha 
Wa h", pl Rr,'II It In th, 
honk ,,,, .. loy a n.1 noll~ 
Tho -botly "'a~ blac k b, 
Tha pIlL e" whtre tI'" 10 
W;t. lbolll ~ re-et deep I 
awl!t: bUI had hoeD d 
befo,o. Ih e wal .... eec" 
day. Tho ,,,en .... hu , 
.... .,.eh • • " ~ntltlcd 10 I 
penoe.~.anc". Ih t l. " . 
",nny hou.s .P.l'rutnl: I 
ungun~"~ rul. hul tlo~y 
Ih o r~lld ot aU""en.o III 
Ilnc. a~d r.lend. whe n 
T("<'fl ... re~ <:tn o.,t\e. 

.!!!all_ duc.11H....t. ._ 
Ttol·el.ody "'U 1I,l<c' 

not rll' ,IIMlanl by Co ro! 
pTepafl,1 tor burlit. · 

TI'e ' (lu r boy~ .... " re " 
~lfIl cott"lre ooly • ,1.10' 
II", Met"'''"1 and co, 
M,·"~, •. nu" M~",Ja"'c. 
~nd I ~ t:. Simmon •. who 
Ihelr ~"tl"~~ In \I,u If' 
I",)"" b':" 1,,'1l hU~l<lea ., 
3ero .. 10 0,,, 1~la"d r'll! 
110 U 10 11',,1 10 II'~ rive 
belnt: n "~.·""",y 0101,,11' 
,u"l:<O ot III~ "'''I~r. The 
II<-opl" .... ~,... .hoek ... , &e' 

.1.t.,r .wh"D_ou~U'e bo 
shnutin~ tor hr.tp. The) 
..lIy ",uch Hdled Mer l 
or tloel. frb,d. WhOlll til 
uo ~uea.,."f,,"y. 10 .a,·;'. 

lin Sh. I",·r ........ Ille .. 
Mr.. ~ohn Silth"'r. lie 
W!nth.n!' Ju"e 2~. 18~~, 
In II", WaI'MI.· rlv~ r 5 m 
thl ~ d'y lit 1 o'doo:k p. 
1'14. Til" l'llmlty r"Mld"" 
thro!' t OT many ycano, , 
Ihelr pt<·.N,I· r~n" MYCn 
lie h'''''''~ I" m"u." hiM 
1I1~ I'~'''''I~. Iwo .1. le .. II, 
.,u. Th.· "I~I .. ,.,. ~"l M .... ' 
I"n • .. t Wcyf"tha".,·., WI 
~lau'l. of rIlM(I"nd""ce. ' 
a,c ~·rank. 01 1(0,J111. n, ., 
ATap~hoe. <':010. Tho t., 
nl~nd • ...,,1 _)·mp.thy 10 
ed I)"~. In \I.dr hour or , 

H Lo u"u.ual ~,<o,,·tll. 
eoml,onylnl: .lrMl:lh he • 
u\,::,n II". ra.m, ... ·Ioich ..... 
\\hllu t..,...lon.1 , h .. larm, 
IIl'Ch~1 ... I,h 11. bl~ _Iudloul 
,,,,,,hi.,.] 101", I" "m"plet" ' 
~r:"I" .. ,,,I I", "''''t l<1 h~ye I 
G.lld Ulffe ."d TN:dvt<l hla 
Iho ~on'm""l"('ment uercb 
II1Otro.... Jle '&';1.1 11.. all~ Ix 
.11 who Dpprecl.1lo:<i I r ue 
IOI"l:rl\y. . 

Th .. ru"ernl Icrvlel!S we, 
<!il In th" homo III Sumoe 
yl';&l". d.y morulnl( U III o· 
T. K Taylur. or thl. ~lty. 
The t(l",.I"$ wer e laken til 
1,,1\' ~C"'~IHY, Dclr WIIIUt,o 
101. U .... Mr. ~'orl, of WlnU 
lu ch.tre ot Ihe senicu at 

,Miss .~Dn ~ Smltb. of R 

II I!;h ~~h""l hr . .... Ie ...... to 
UIg:' a broaol. . _ 

Itu. T.YI~~ pr~.elled III 
odt~t ~loul"<lh. t Qu u qtietoll 
t hu ab~~lIco . of H~Y. W. , ' . 
wo~~, lbu p,U::W::',. :-:-~_. 

Sullet!D.-Joura.l. U .60 Pe 
~~--~-----~I--~~----~~~~----~--~ 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

= 

) 

2148 JOURNAL OF THE HOUS&. 

Judge Caldwcl1 Identified himself loyally with the people where his duties 
lay, while at all Urnes not forgetting that he was a judge ot a court of 
the Unlt~g States. As a member of the Arkansas Bar Association, he 
was largely instrumental In Introducing many Jegal reforms In the laws 
or the state. He Is said to have borne a prominent part In securing the 
r ights of married women and in substituting code pleadings [or the 
cumbrous forms of the common law. The state of Iowa may well do 
bonor to one who, wheth'er on the field of armed forces, or in more 
peaceful ways, dId honor to the state where his early manhood was 
spent. 

Col. Caldweil's wite, to '\II'h'om be was united In marriage In 1853, was 
~lisa Hattie Benton, a niece of Hon. George G. Wright, one of the lore­
most ol Iowa jur ists. In the year 1903 Judge Caldwell retired trom the 
bencb, atter an exceptionally long career In that capacity. His residence 
a fte r that time was in the state ot CalUornla. 

Adopted unanimously. 

uo~. JEtlF:OlAn UK£' 

S. H. BAUllA:oI", 
Gro. W. BALL, 
GIlO. W. CRo.m:lI. 

Committee. 

)1R. SJ'EAKER-Your commltlee aDPointed to prepare resolutions com· 
memoratlng the lUe, character and public services or the Hon. J ededlah 
Lake, ot Buchanan county, beg leave to submit the following report; 

Colonel Jededlah Lake was born In Cortland county, New York, Novem­
ber 18, 1830, and passe.d away at his home, Independence, Iowa, June 7, 
1914. 

His parents were J edediah Lake and Patience (Chu rch ) Lake, both 
ot whom were descended from colonial and revolutionary ancestry. 

He was educated In New York Central College and Homer Academy, 
where he laid a broad toundation lor his lUe's work, speclaUzing in 
mathematics, EngHsh, grammar and German. 

In 1855, he decided to come west to Des Moines, but stopped at Inde­
pendence, where he soon foun d employment, and to the time ot his death 
continued to lllake It his home. 

In 1859 he "las admitted to the bar with flattcrlng recommendations 
tram the examining board, and continued the suceesstul practice of law 
until a few weeks before bls deatb. 

In the tall ot 1861, he was elected to the legislature, where he served 
his state with distinction. In June of the same year, Colonel Lake was 
united in marriage with M&s Sarah E. :-.reyer. This union was blessed 
with three children. Jarvis M., wbo died In 1870; Rush C., a prominent 
lawyer of Kansas Ci ty, and :-.nss Harriet t. Lake , of Independence, Iowa, 
well known and prominent in women's club circles. 

The civil war having broken out, he enlisted the following summer In 
a company, bei ng recruited by Capt. Noble, and was elected firs t lieu· 
tenant. A little later, ' he ~'as commissioned lieutenant COlonel or the 
Twenty~eventh Iowa by Governor Kirkwood. He served with his regi­
ment through the war and wben the war ended was Its colonel. At the 

• 
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close or the war he returned to Independence and resumed the practice 
of law and was bonored by bls fellow citizens In many ways, being cailed 
upon by them to fill various offices of trust and responsibility. 

Colonel Lake was eminently successful in bls profession, and lUI a 
pioneer resident and attorney, he played a leading part In the develop· 
ment at Independence and Buchanan county. 

In 1878 the firm of Lake and Harmon was retained to defend a large 
number of actions brought against res idents of Iowa by the owners at a 
patent known as the '·Driven well patent". These actions were brought 
In the circuit cou rt of the Unlled States t ram the district of Iowa, tbe 
defendants In most of them being farmers who were sued tor royalties 
by the owners of the }&tent. Col. Lake took charge of the defense In 
this extensive litigation, there being about one hundred and fifty actions 
against residents In Buchanan and adjoining counties. The trial In the 
federal court resulted In a victory for the defendants. The plainUlh 
appealed the cases to the supreme court of the United States, wbich 
afflrmed tbe judgment of the lower court, relieving the defendants at any 
liability. This Important litigation lasted nine years and was of national 
Importance, because actions had been brought In many states. 

The General Assembly of Iowa, appreciating Col. Lake's eftorts and 
ability In this important litigation, adopted tbe follOwing joint resolu­
tion: 

WnEllLl.s, In 1878 Col. Jed Lake was employed by the farmers of 
Bucbanan, Blackhawk, and several other counties to defend them In suits 
that had been commenced In the United States circuit court for InfrInging 
the patent commonly known as the "Driven well patent", and 

WIIl::REAS, said Lake pursued the defense of said cases with great vigor 
and indomitable energy, until by his lahar and skillful presentation ot 
the case, the United States supreme court In November, 1887, beld the 
patent Invalid and, 

WHEREAS, by said decision lbe people at the state of Iowa have been 
saved more than a million dollars and the people at the United States 
more than two million dollars. 

Therefore, Resolved: by the General Assembllf. oJ the B!ate of Iowa, that 
the gratitude and thanks ot the people of Iowa are due to Col. Jed Lake 
for his skill, ability and perseverance In said cases; and the tbanks at 
the General Assembl), of the State of Iowa are hereby tendered' to Col. 
Jed Lake tor his labor In behalf of tbe people of the state. 

Resolved: That a duly engrossed copy at these resolutions, signed by 
the proper olflcers ot the Senate and House ot Representatives and the 
governor and secretary of state, with the grest seal afflxed, be presented 
to Col. Jed Lske, as a token of our appreciation ot bts labors. 

February 4, 1888. J. A. T. ROIL, 
Presl(lent of the Senate. 
W. H. RmllAN, 

Speaker of tM: HOlUe of Representative.!. 
Wx. LAB.BAlIE£, 

Governor of Iowa. 
FUNK D. JACKSON, 

Secretary oJ 810te. 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

NOTI CES OF ATTORNEYS CONTINUED. 

Jed L ake was born in New York, where he received 
good common school and acade mic education and had 
three years of a college course. He removed to Iowa 
and located at Independence. He was admitted to the 
bar and began the practice of his profession in 1858, and 
has followed it 'with great industry ' and marked ability 
ever since, subject to interruptions in order to discharge 
other concurrent and public duties. He was elected to 
the house of representatives of the general assembly 
which held its first session in January, 186i In August, 
howeve r, of that year he entered the military service in 
the Twenty-seventh Iowa Infantry, of which he was first 
made lieutenant-colonel and afterwards colonel. He 
served with his regiment through the war and until it was 
mustered out in 1865. H e then returned to Independence 
and resumed the practice of the law, which he pursued 
with great diligence. He formed a partnership with Mr. 
N. VV. Harmon, and the firm of Lake & Harmon beca me 
and maintained itself as one of the leading firms of at­
torneys in that part of the state. Colonel Lake is a man 
of versatile talen t and in demand for public duties. He 
was commissioner for the federal government to appraise 
certain lands in Californ ia, and was one of the commission­
ers 'of Iowa for the erection of a hospital for the insane 'at 
Cherokee. H e is a man of'marked ability and high char­
acter and has left his impress upon the jurisprudence and 
hi sfory of Iowa. 

Geo. W. Argo was born in Ohio, but. when only a boy 
h~ removed with his father's family to Indiana, where he 
received a common school education and cl1.1cred upon a 

• 
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property in Independence and this i~ the tangible evidence of a well spent life. 
in which. devotiou to his profession and ca reful management of other business 
affait1 have brought their merited reward. His record is that of tl man who 
has ever beell faultless ill hOllor, fearless in conduct aud stainless in reputation. 

COLONEL JED LAKE. 

The number of those surviving who were in reality pioneers in the slate antI 
who, through unremitting toit and the brave endurance of hardships, took posses­
aion of the wild prairies years ago in the name of civilization, whether as 
farmers, professional men or merchan18, is fast decreasing, but the memory of 
their heroic lives will remain 8a 8 stimulus to endeavor as long as the great 
state .which they founded endures. Colonel .Jed Lake, who passed av.'ay at 
Independence on the 7th of June, 1914, was a man who, coming to this country 
in the early days, suffered the discomforts of pioneer life and also knew the 
stern pleasure that comes from persevering ill a worthy work and from perform­
ing faithfully a duty. lie was one of the first attorneys of the county and rose 
to a position of leadership nt the local bar, which he ref-ailled until the infirmities 
of age compelled him to largely retire from practice. • 

His birth occurred in Cortland county,. New York, 011 the 18th of November, 
1830, snd his parents were Jedediah and Patience (Chureh ) Lake. The father 
was born in 1798, in !\Iontgomery county, New York, a son of H enry Lake, who 
served under General George Washingtoll in the Revolutiolla:ry war, enlisting 
.when a boy of seventeen years and serving for four years. In 1822 Jcdedinlt 
Lake settled in Virgil, Cortlalld county, New York, and there his mllrriage to 
Miss Church occurred. She was a native of Windsor, Vermont, and hy hel' 
marriage hecame the mother of four childrcll, of whom the !ll1bjcet 'of this 
review was the third in order of hirth. The father died when the Colonel was 
but three years of age, leaving the- mother with four cbildren, the eldest of whom 
was but sc'vell years old. 

Colonel Lake attended the common schools in tile acquirement of an educu­
lion, nntI work('d lit whatever he could filld to do in onll'r to partly provide for 
his OWI1.~uPJlort. At olle time he drove a team on the Erie canal fOI' thirteen 
dollars a month And 8S soon IlS he hlld received sufficicllt education he engaged ill 
teaching school. He also worked AR a farm hand [or some time and 851 he was 
determined to continue his studies he lived as eeonomically as possible and 
saved his ea l:nings and in this .ay accumulated a suffir:ient sum to enable him 
t.o attend the New York Central College at McGraw, New YOl'k. While a student 
there he worked in his spare time 8nd thUs paid part of his expenses. He later 
attended Homer Academy, takiug an advanced course ill mathematica, but as 
his hctllth hut! partially failed he left school and tu'rned his atteution to outdool' 
work. • fll l SS:), \Yhen a young man of twcnty-flve, Colonel Lake clime to Buchanan 
eou nly lind fot' two year~ wOl'kcd upon a farm ill Buffalo township but at the 
end of that time came to Ind~pendenee and began the study of law. He waR 
admitted 10 tht' bar ill thc spl'ing of 18~9 and immedil:ll{'t,\'· t'I1t\·reti UpOIl pl'actice . 

• 
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In 1861 he was elected to the state legislature snd 8f>:Tved in the session when that 
body pledged the support of Iowa. to the preservation of the Union. His service 
to his country in ita time of need did not end there, as in the summer of 1862 "he 
enlisted in Company H. Twenty-seventh Iowa Infantry, was elected lieutenant 
of his company and soon after appointed by Governor Kirkwood as lieutenant 
colonel of the regiment, which Boon after its organization was sent to Minnesota 
to protect the frontier settlements against the Indians. WheD the danger frOID 
that quarter had been averted the command was ordered south and took sn 
active par-t in the war until the close of hostilities. During. much of the time 
Colonel Lake was in command of his regiment and proved a gallant and faithful 
officer. 

Upon his return from . the war he resumed the practice-of his profession and 
in July, 1870, formed a partnership with M. W. Harmon, which was continued 
with mutual pleasure and profit until it was severed by death. In 1878 the firm 
of Lake & Harmon was retained to defend a large number of actions brought 
against residents of Iowa. by the owners of a patent known as the" driven well" 
patent. These suits were brought in the circuit court of the United States for 
the district of rowa, the defendants in most cases being farmers, who were sued 
for royalties claimed Ly the owners of the patent. Colonel Lake took charge of 
the defense in this extensive litigation and the trial in the federal court in Iowa 
resulted in victory for the defendants. The plaintiffs appealt!d to the supreme 
court of the United States, which confirmed the decision of the lower court. 
'rhis litigation lastcd nine years and was of national impol'tan~e as hundreds 
of people hau heen sued in similar actions in many other stlttes. The Colonel 
was a man of great natural vigor of miQd And his thorough training coupled 
with his long and varied experienee enabled him to use his mental powers to 
the best advantage. The clarity and incisive qualities of his intellect enabled 
him to seize upon the vital point in any matter and to present his arguments 
with great lucidity, while the force of his personality made his presentation of 
his case impressive and attention compelling. His practice W88 large and im­
portant and hi'! colleagues in the profession recogni7.ed him as their leader and 
often sought his advice. 

Colonel Lake never held any office of profit but faithfully served the public 
iu mony officiol positions- For six years he WEIS city t'o\llwill1lan, for seven 
years a member of the board of education, for two years he was 011 the board of 
supervisors, for eight years he was a trustee for the Iowa Hospital for the Insane, 
at Independence, for fifteen years one of the commissioners of insanity for 
Buchanan county, and he served as a member of the board of commissioners 
appointed hy the governor to ·construct a hospital for the insane at Cherokee. 
Colonel Lake WIIS appoint('d a commissioner to value a large tract of land in 
Mendocino county, California, an Indian reservation, which required about seven 
months of work. Whl'n Pcrry Munson told Colonel Lake of his intention to erect 
a building fOI" the \lse of all industrial training school and other purposes and a.lso 
informed him that he was unable to find a suitable location, thc Colonel at once 
offered a part of his honie property for that purpose alld donnted the site for 
tllf~ !!chool. The location i'l one of the most conveuient that could have been 
found and the public owes much to the Colonel for th us making II1allual training 
a possihility. FIe was named as one of the trU!itees of tht' p"operty and nntil 
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his death se rved in that capacity and was always untiring in bis efforts to 
advance the interests e;> f the institution. His Isst appearance in court was In an 
action to maintain the rights of the public to the school property. In ma ny 
other ways be manifested an uDuAual public spirit, being willing to make per· 
sonal sacr ifices in order to advance the community welfare. As an instance of 
this spirit t hose who were living in Independence ill 1875 may recall that at 
that time when the Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern Railroad Company 
proposed to construct its Decorah division througb Independence Colonel Lake 
gave the enterprise his earnest support and at a time during a financiaistringency 
when failure seemed imminent, he and Dr. Bryant personally guaranteed the 
grading of several miles of the road, thereby securing it fOI· the town. He was 
a director and attorney for the First National Bank of Independence anu also 
a director and chairman of the executive committee of the Independence Mill 
Company as well as its local r epresentative. 

Colonel Lake was married January 2, 1861, to Miss Sarah E. :Meyer, who 
was born in Lancaster county, PenIl1lylvania, J anuary 2, 1842, a daughter of 
Henry and Isadora (Sullivan) Meyer. Her fath'!r was born near H amburg, 
Germany, and was married in 1835 in London, England, to Miss Sullivan, 
a native of that city, and they soon afterward emigrated to the Uni1('<1 States. 
After an ocean voyage of seven weeks they landed in America and mnde til(' ir 
way to Lancaster couuty, Pennsylvania, where they settled. The fathel· farmed 
there for some time II.nd then removed with his family to Rockford, Illinois, 
where they remained until 1855, in which year fhey came by wagon to this 
county and the father entered government land in Byron township. H e im­
proved the s~me and operated it until his death , Itt seventy-six years of age .. 
His wife died when sixty-five years old . To their uniOIl were born twelve 
children, six of wbom grew to maturity. Mrs. Lake was only a child when she 
accompanied her parents to this county and here she grew to womanhood and 
attended school. Dy her marriage she became the mother of three children. 
Rush C., an at torney in Kall888 City, Missouri, is quite prominent in city politics 
and a leader in his profession. Jarvis N. died in infancy. Harriet 1., tbe 
only daughtt"r , resides with her mother. She is very active in women '!o clubs, 
having served as regent for Iowa of the Daughters of the Amer ican Revolution, 
and is also well known ill the Colonial Dallies. 

Mrs. Lake is one of the few pioneer women now living and is known through­
out the city for her good deeds 85 she has done much to aid the s ick and poor, 
and her sincere sympathy for those in trouble has made her ministrations wel­
come and acceptll.ble. She is a quiet, unassuming woman but has great strength 
of chsracter and also much practical business ability. She was Cor sixteen 
years p'resident of the Ladies' Poor Relief Society and has since been made an 
honorary life member of the same. At the time of the Civil war, when her 
husband enlisted for service, their eldest ch ild was an infant and she went 
to the home of her parents and while living there saved the money which the 
Colonel sent her and wilh it purchased a farm, which proved an exeellent invest­

. ment. She has many friends, who hold her in aifectiouate I·cgllrd, an d her long 
and useful life and womanly quali ties command the respect of the community . 
She 'proved in all respects a worthy helpmate to Colonel rJak(~ and W ... 8S always 
in ·sy mpa thy with his ulldertakings and aided him ill his 1I'00·k ill man,v ways. 
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lIe was foremost in .any movement that promised to advance the interests of 
Jndependence and the city owes mueh to. him. His great-hearted and broad­
minded personality commauded the respect of those who at times differed with 
him in their judgment as to the best course to pursue in a given matter and 
those to whom he gave his friendship prized highly his regard and favorablo 
opinion. His personal appearallcc fitted well with his chal"8ctcr, as he was a 
man of la rge frame, well proportioned and of great physical strength. His 
demise, which occurred June 7, 1914, was the occasion of much sincere sorrow 
throughout the county and the inRuence of his life is potent in making for true 
manhood and unselfish public service. 

JOHN BURNS. 

A farm of three hundred and twenty aerea in Washing ton township pays 
tribute to the {'arc and labor of John Burns, who is giving his personal super­
vision to the management and cultivation of the plaec. He was born in County 
Armagh, ~rcland, March 16, 1842, and is the eldest in a family of eight children, 
the others being daughters. His parents were James and Mary (Burns) Burns, 
both natives of Ireland . Th ey wcre married in the Emerald isle and whim 
their son J ohn was a.youth of sixteen years they sailed for the new world. Land­
ing at New York, they made their way direct to Buchanan county, traveling 
westward by way of Dubuque. From that point they contin ued on the journey 
by stage, for there were no railroads in the county at that time. The father 
purehased land near Quasqueton and the early home of the family in this county 
was a log cabin. Both :Mr. and Mrs. Burns held membership in the Roman 
Catholic church and died in that faith, the former in 1894: and the latter in 1884. 

John Burns, whose name introduces this record, acquired his early educa­
tion in tbe country schools of his native land. As ste.ted, be accomPlI:Died his 
parents to the new world when a youth of sixteen and for several years there­
after aided hift father in the cultivation and development of the home place. 
When twenty-one years of age lIe sta.rted out independently, working as a. farm 
hand, A11(1 WIIS thus. employed for eight rcars. He thCll be-gall fal'ming on his 
own account , ha.ving purchnsed land nelll' the depot in Jnd~'pelldellce for seven 
dollan aud a hAlf per nere. He took up his ahode upon a fnrm five Klld a half 
miles north of the city and' has lived upon this place for over forty y~ar$. He 
now owns three hundred and twenty acres, all of which he is cultivating himsclf, 
and he is todKY well known as a successful general fArmer and stockman, carc­
fnlly and systematicaliy directing his ('Worts and winning th erehy a well merited 
BUee('SS. 

On the 3d of April, 1877, Mr. Burns was united in marriage to Miss Mary 
Glynn, ..... ho was born in Hartford, Connecticut, in 1857, a daughter' of .Joseph 
and Bridget ( Marnhall) Glynll, both of whom were nlltives of COUllty Clnre, 
Ireland. The f/lther dicd in 1859 and the mother afterward became the wifc of 
Pat Cullin, her hOTTle being now in Buehanan county, Byrou t.ownship. Unto 
Mr. aod Mrs. Burns hav~ heen born ten children: MH~y, t.hc deceased wife of 
Pat Brieklf'Y , of lla rtfor(\, Illinois, by whom she had three ,·hilt1rclI , }.I·abel. I .. eo 




